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ABSTRACT

~The present study exam1ned how the mores of the Ita11an 1mm1grant

- family affect the att1tudes and behaviour of Italian- Canad1an
Iadolescent girls, as compared to non-Ita1jan anad1an;ado]escent -
girls. The dégree to which parenta1‘controls dimfnish their autonomy/ .
1ndependence was examined with spec1f1c reference to: (a) vocat1ona1 -
"1nterests, (b) social 11fe, (¢) heterosexual relat1onsh1ps (d) peer
group relations, and (e) parent-ado]escent relationships. A samp]e ‘
of 48 Italian amd non-Italian Canadian g1r1s in Grades 10 11 and

12 fi:T/EEEEE“ﬁhroch1a] schools in Mississauga completed a standard-
jzed glestionnaire. -Data analysis was performed by‘computer using

the crosstabulation process in the Statistical Package for the Socié1
Sciences. The study examined six hypotheses, of which the Tirst fiye
were related to the 1iterature.. The first hypothesis that the Italian-
Canadian girl will experience ﬁqre restriction in.vocational interests,
socia1 life and heterosexual re]ationships_than the non-Italian

. ' .
Canadian girl was only partially supported. The second hypothesis-

that the Italian-Canadian girl will experience peer group conflict in
" social Tife and heterosexual relationships was not supqorted. The
third hypothesis that the Italian-Canadién girl will experience more
conflict in soéial life and heterosexual relationships than in voc-

ational intereéts was supported. The fourth hypothesis that the

Italian-Canadian girl will want to change more family rules than the

vi



non- Ita11an Canadian g1r1 was part1a11y supported e Tifth

hypothes1s that the Ita11an-Canad1an g1r1 will have roken more

+

fam11y rules than the non-Italian Canad1an g1r1[was supported
Uverall, it was conc]uded that Italian-Canadian adolescent g1r15
'have restrictions in-Social 1ife and heterosexual re]at1onsh1ps

which inhibit their disengagement from parental domination and
therefore their grthﬁ towardé independence. Based on the findings
of this study, future research is recommended on the parents' own i
perceptions of the1r att1tudes toward adolescent growth and autonomy,
the stresses they may feel about grant1ng autonomy to the1r‘daughters
and their receptiveness to profess{Bnal he1p should serious conflicts
arise in the hbme. Future research could also investigate whether.
“the curtai]mé;t of independence for Ita]ian-Canadian girls 1ndqce§'

acting .out behaviour at home, at schoel or in the community.
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CHAPTER I v

" INTRODUCTION

Adoiescgnce is_the.traﬁEit%onal periqd between
.puberty aﬁd adulthood in the-process of human development,
the‘pefiod when girls grow inté Qomeﬂ. During this stage
girls undergo physical changes that sométimes-create.
emotional difficulties. The adoclescent therefore has two
-main general preoblens of approaching adulthood: she must
adjust herself to. the chénges in her body, and she must
also.adjust herself socially; -that is, she must learn to
live indepéndently ;n@ prepare to be requnsible'for

herself -- to be autonomous.

It should be noted thaéla certain degree of conflict
is imperative when one is in a state of flux or is passing
through thé developmental phase which will lead to maturity.
However, stréésfﬁl moments or the degree of couflicﬁ she
experie?ces wiil‘most often'depena on the community or .
society.she belongs to, partiéularly, the flekiﬁility of
the family system which she is a memberrof. Thus,’the'l

" difficulties which.the édolescent ultimately exéerieﬁces
are in large measure }nfluenced by the home environment.

The impact of family mores affect children throughout their



;liVes, as the family is significantlg_instrumental in
transmitting to the individual the prescribed; proscribed
:'aﬁd pefmitted sbcial.vélues-and behavioqrs. The family must
also disseminatg the accep#ablé ways of achieving societal

. . . . 4 . . .
goals as it perceives or wishes tham.

4

" It should be pointed out, however, that influences
eﬁternal to‘the_home (i.e:, the peér group) further develop
the adolescent's sense of self and independeﬁce. All
experiences external to the home are perceived, understood
ahd reacted to emotionally according to the foundétibns*
which have been establishedw in the home (Lidz, 1968); herein
lies the crux of the adolescent's internal conflict and
fru;tration-i-particqlarly é;i adolescents of ethnic
.background-"¥beihg confrontéd with or having to live with

two sets of standdrds, one from the home and the other from

the community-at-large. ' .

Relevance to Social Work

From a systemic-approach, oné can view the family
as a system, and to dichotomize it further, one can say
that.it is made up of sub-parts, the marital dyad being one
éart, and_the offspring generation as another. The possi-

biYities of otper sub-parts to a family could be listed
indefinitely by adding other sub-parts, such as grand-

parents and other kinship relations. However, for the



»

purposes of fhis study, althouéh.the famiiy is seen
systemically, as a group of people‘uhited in regular inter-
action or 1nterdependence W1th1n the group, not in isolation
but interaqging and sustafnégg relationships with other
social systems, this researph.will direct itself to the
offspring generation of the.family,‘namely, the adolescent ’
female._ Spec1f1cally, it will investigate the extent to
which ethnicity (the condition of belonging to a partlculaf
ethnic group) plays.a part in an Italian-Canadian adolescent
girl's outlook, her behaviour and attitude in this phase of
the 1life cyéle, in compérison to thé non—Italién'Caﬁéaian

-

adolescent girl.

It is presupposed that this study S focus on. ¢
ethnicity will add to 'the bg?y of social work llterature 1n
the area of ethnicity, cultuygl dlvers;flcatlon and cultural
confiict( It will further pfévi@e information to prac-
titionefs in helping them to undérsténd the implications
of cultural conflict in the Italian-Canadian adolescent's

. i
behaviour.

The Study and Ethnicity’

Conflicts between Italian-Canadian adolescent girls

and their immigrant parénts centre around the adolescent's

claim for self-determinaticn or autonomy and their parents{fi

refusal to relinguish control. Hence, Ita}ian—Canadian




girls are facéaﬁhigg;sggfdilemma of having to deal with a
double standard, one from their parents who may rigidly
‘adhere to Itaiian.mo;es and values, andrthe other from the
Canadian community—aﬁ—lgrge which propagates autonoﬁy for
"the adolescent, and is;éxemplified by their noh—Iﬁaiian
peers. This study therefore f9cuses on the‘importénce of
the adoléscent\Efgzrgxéahéégggent bf autonomy in Canadian
society and the particular difficulties posed when the
adolescent liyves, in a home governed by traditional Italian

-

cultural values. \J

-

:,This study seeks to‘éetermine the extent to which ~
the’ Italian-Canadian a&Siéscent giri'experiences these
confliéts. The reseaf&h explores the degree to which
her home life imposes its traditional cultural beliefs,
attitudes and modes of condﬁct-upon her sense of independ-
ence and adaptation to Canadian society, where traditional
Italian beliefs are often viewed as outmoded, antiduated
and éven detrimental to the Canadian adolescent's quest for
personal growth and autonomy.

\\\\\\\\

Inspiration for this Study

The transitional nature of adolescence is charac-=
terized:by rapid acceleration of physical, physiological
and cognitive development and the gradual acquisition

of new sets, of roles and status changes. THis study will

+



concentrate on older adolescent glrls since, as p01nted

out 1n the literature, from the agé of fifteen years and on;
adolescents must achieve independence from their parents.
They must prepare for a vocation and/or marriage, establish-:
peer group relatlons, and develop a ‘'sense oﬁ_ldentlty and

a phllosophy of life. 1In other words, they must transrt

to a state of maturity. Forther, Morris Sklansky et al.
(1969) emphasises'the importance of vocational interests
and heteroeekuai relationshlps by late;adolescence. Due to
thelr great 1nfluence on the adolescent's achlevement of -

role and status changes, peer group relations and parent—

adolescent relatlonshlps are examined.

W

The researcher's subjecttive interest stemmed from
her own experience; adolescence was foppd ta be a rather
stormy developmental stage, owing in large measure to )
her Italian etonic background. This study was further
influenced by Kurt Danziger's (1976) study of Italian
adolescent‘girls, which also- dealt with the issue of
autonom& of boys. The issue of social life is examined
due to the fact that the traditional value system of Italian
immigrants strongly propagates strict curtailment rules for

socializing.

-



The Setting

Three schools which come under the jurisdiction
of the Dufferin-Peel Roman Catholic Separate échool Board
were selected, due to their high density of Italian-
Canadién'giris in attendance: §St. ﬁartin's School (herein-
after cited as St. Martin's) and Holy Name of Mary School
(hereinafter cited as Hély'Name), both located in the
Missiséauga.Va%}egs area, and Ascension of Our Lord School
(hereinaftér cited as Ascension),'ldcatéd in the Malton

area.

Summarg .

Thus, a personal awafeness of rigid Italian
’praditionaiism, couﬁled with thié résearchér's inﬁerest
in familylintervention, have served as the motivating
factors in concentrating this study on independence versus
familial control of the offspring generation of the family,
namely, the adolescent female. This study pursues the
extent to which ethnicity influences the Iﬁaiiaﬁ—Canadian
_ - adolescént's outlodk, behavioﬁ:s and aétitudes in this
phase of the life cycle, with specific reference to:
(a) vocational interests, (b) social life, (c¢) heterosexual
réiationships, (d) peer group relations, and (e) parent-
adolescent relationships, as compared to the non-Italian

+ Canadian adolescent.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

In order to facilitatg a comprehensive understanding
of the material which was coq%ul?ed for this study, this
chapter is.dividéd into three main sections. The first
‘section will focus on the literature dealing witg the~
transitional'nattre of adolescence;.adolescent developmen;
‘tal tasks, and the peer group and its influence on the

adolescent, as these relate to this study.

The second section explores the history of Southern
Italian culﬁure, its‘origins, its beliefs, valués and mores,
then an examination of the literature on the Italian
immigrant's cultural'qonflicts and thé adolescent's con-
flicts in interacting in a progressivé society, whileiliving

under the strict'regulations of an Italian immigrarnt family

with deep traditional values.

The final section of this chapter discusses ip depth -
the importance of the adolescent girl's achievement of
éutonomy from her patents and the particular\difficulfies
posed when ghe adolescent growing up in Canadian society
lives in a home governed by traditional Italian. cultural

values.



The Transitional Nature of Adolescence

4

From a biological perspective, one‘can'de;inéate
the inception of adoleséence in a female by the iﬁception
of menarche or first'menstruation, which usually occurs at
apprqximately twelve to fifteen years of age: Menarche-
usually rests on physical development and is commonly
knoanas pubérty,.whicﬁ denqteé or refers to phygical
-maturation. The-pioFess of puberty entails the maturation

of the reproductive and sexual organs, which are stimulated

by hormonal functioning (Mohr and Despres, 1958).1' A girl

undergoes a spurt of physical growth with the inception of
menarche. During this periad of rapid physical maturation,

or the "physioclogical. revolution of their general matu-

‘ration;" (Erikson, 1968, p. 128}, the.adolescent éi:l is

concerned about her body image.

In his research Conger (1973)-points cut that,

Adolescent girls tend to be even more
concerned about their physical development
than boys for a number of reasons. For
glrls, outward appearance and thelr inner
self-image are often more closely bound
together than for males. They are more
likely than boys to interpret objective
remarks about appearance, such as "You
look awful," to mean "You are awful."
‘"Furthermore, despite recent changes in
sex-role concepts, resulting in more
flexibility and greater allowance for
individual differences, the average

lPuberty denotes physical maturation, while adoles-
'cence refers to all the phases of maturlng, i.e., flnan01al
emotional, vocational, etc.



girl's self-esteem is still anchored to

‘interpersonal relations moré than in the

case of-boys. {p. 121)

N,

Furthermore, a girl's acceptance of herself also evolves
around the acceptance of,.her body (Moser, 1957; Mohr and
Despres, 1958). B&as well} for a girl her body image is -
further conceptualized within her cultural and familial

definitions of the meaning of "beauty and goodness" (Kovar,

1968, p. 25).

Since puberty or pubescence is char;acter'ized, T
according to Erikson, by £he rapidity of body growth,
genital maturatioﬁ and sexuél awareness, an element of
diécontinuity with previous development occurs dﬁring this'
- phase of QGvelopﬁent, which in turn threatens the adoles-
cent's self-image and ego identity. in other words, the
adolescent become predccupied with how she is viewed by
others (e.qg., selfvconsciousﬁegs). Furthermore, .the
‘adolescent must re—é;tablish ego identity based on earlier

experiences and must accept new body changes and libidinal

feelings as part of herself (Erikson, 1968).

The transitional period of édolescence {Hurlock,
1973; Lambert‘et al., 1972; Ausubel et al., 1977; Erikson,'
1965) is-nét dﬁly marked by chronological age (i;e., from
‘approximate age twelve to twenty), but by physioloéical
process, as noted above. fhe adolescent is at the "cross-

roads of life" (Hurlock, 1973/ p. 15), before reaching



- - a 10

adulthood. During.this beriod the adolescent must grow

-

both physically and psychologically, from a child to an
adult.

»

Phus, the adolescent must assume new roles and
status changes, both biologically and socially. . As a result

of internal stress attributed to the strengthened drives and

impulses brought on by hormona;‘qhaﬂges, and from external - R

demands ‘placed upon the adoleSceﬁt by society w@ich expects

her to take on new roles ‘as she matures towards adulthood,
, sﬁressful periods'predominate during adelescence (Mohr and.

Despres, 1958) .

The transition to adulthood may not always be easy

2

for an édolescgnt because of the enormoﬁs tasks or develop-
mentél goals they must accompliéh with: '(lj emaqcipétion, -
(2) sexuality, (3) relaticonships, (4) character formation,
"-aﬁd (5) idéntity (Sklansky et al., 1969,‘pp. 22-23).

Furthermore, the transitional period into adulthood is

also influenced by such factors_as: - A

~ the speed and length of the transition;

-+the degree and length of training,

~ the amount of dependence on one s
parents; ‘

— the unspecifity of the role definition

//‘? " of within the social group;

i - the conflictual demands from parents,
school and peers vis-—-a-vis the adoles-
cent's level of aspirations;

- the adolescent's degree of motlvatlon
in wanting to make the transition.
(Hurlock, 1973)



Adolescent Developmental Tasks

'Betwéen the years fifteen to eighteen, which period
has been designated as‘latefadolescence,.“cdnsqlidation“
occurs in the sphere of social féles'and in the establish-
ment of appropriate sexual idéntipy'(Blos, 1967). According
to Newman and Newman, the consolidation prqcess‘is charac-
terized by five major aéqpmplishmenﬁs: | )

(1) judgment, interests, intellect and
other ego functions emerge which are
specific to the individual and very ‘
stable; | - :
(2) the conflict-free area of the ego.
expands, allow1ng new people and
experiences to acquire psychological
" importance;
(3) an lrreverSLble sexual identity is
" formed;
(4) the egocentrism of the child is
replaced by ‘a balance between thoughts
‘ about oneself and thoughts'about others; . 2t
{5) a wall separatlng one's public and
private selves is established.
(Newman and Newman, 1979, p, 21L

During this phase, the adolescent. tends to be keenly con-
cerned with her self-image; in other words questioning,
" "What am I 1ike?"; "How gaod am I?"; "What should I or
might.I become?"; "On' what basis shall I judge myself?",
and so on. The aégléécent S great concern over self-image

can be attributed to the fact that she must now think about

occupational and/or marital choice, and she must experience

the onrush of physiological change and she therefore ekperi-

ences status ambiguity as she finds herself in the transi-

tory phase between childhood and adulthood (Rosenberg, 1965).
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Develoémeneally, the tasks which an adolesgent must
achieye are: 'adjustment‘to sexuel maturation,destabliéhment
6f relationships with peers (with other girls and/or Eoys),’
vocational preparation, independence from pareots (autonomy) ,
development of.identity, and developmegt‘of a philesophy of
life (define value system) (Conger, 1973; Hu;lock,'1973)w
By late adolescence, . ﬁoweéer, the chief concerns of-the
adolescent focus around heterosexual relatlonshlps, self-

1mage and vocat10nal choice (Sklansky et al. 1969, P. E}).

The Peer Group

Peer groups usﬁally_arise in thoee societies where
influences outside the famlly also assist the pdolescent in
determining and acqulrlng the adult roles, thee lS, in
societies "where the major political, economlc, 5001al and
religious functions are carried out by specialized groups
(i.e., churches, political parties,.schools, etc.) (Erikson,
1965, p. 38). Because adolescents cannot readily.acquire
earned status in "adolt“.society {(i.e., employmene of life
plan), ﬁhis'status can onlf'be achieved by the adolescent

through affiliation with others with similar tastes, out-

looks, vocabulary, etc. --the peer group.

Thus, the peer group is important to adoleecent
growth and development in that (a) the adolescent is able

to learn to interact with age—ﬁates; {b) the peer group
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“controls her social behaviour (e.g., who she ‘socializes
'Iwiﬁh, the status of having a boyfriend, etc.), (c) she is.

,'exposed to ége—rele%ant skills and interests, and (d) she

ddolescents (Conger, 1973,-p._325). fhrouéh the adoption

- of symbols of peer group status (e.g.,.blue jeans, fads){

the adolescent also begins to acquire her own sense of

-

‘identity, which is a distinct chahge from her previous

" "child" status in the familial‘segting. The peer group

helps further in the acquisition of a "sense of identity"

(Erikson, 1968}, in that,

(1) they assist the adolescent in
resolving his conflicts with himself
and with others;

(2) they teach him respect for competence
[presumably social competence], which

: &
is necessary for the acquisition of

maturity and autonomy; and

(3) they are a source of feedback to the
individual about his personality and
behaviour, thereby enabling him to
assess his own development and modify &
his actions when necessary.:
(Lambert et al., 1972, p. 65)

That is to say, the peer group supporﬁs the adolescent's

~ego and it also enables.her to experiment with and experi-

enée sociallroles (i.e., leader or follpwer, etc.) (Mohr-'
énd.Deép:es, 1958). The adolescent is therefore not only
able to'experience new forms of reciprocity (Grinder,

1973), but the peer group also teaches the adolescent how

to get along with others (i.e., members of her own and of

-the dpposite sex) .

13

is‘able to share similar problems and feelings with other- .
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The peer group sets standarde‘of éocially acceptable
behaviour and expects its group membéfs'to abide By those
standards. | in other words, it requires that its members
be loyal and committed to the goals of the group if they
wish to retain their status in it (Hurlock, 1973). Lastly,

the peér group alsoc serves as the primary source of sex

education (Lambert et zal., 1972).

»

‘The move away from the familyito the strong bonds
associated with peer group affiliation not only provides
"a major aspect of his socialization” (Grinder, 1953;

p. 216; Huriock, 1973), but also acts as a buffer, sioce
youths oftenofeel alieﬁated or alienate themselves from
their families. The adolescent switches allegiance from
her famlly to the peer group, Wthh facilitates autonomy
from the family unit while providing a source of emotional

security for the youth (Hurlock, 1973}.

Background to the Italian Culture?

.

Italy, especially the soufhern part, commonly
referred to as the Mezzogiorno, has survived centuries of

conquests and colonization by foreign rule (Gambino, 1974;

2Culture denotes habits, attitudes and values which
are held by a group of people and inculcated onto thelr
offsprings. -

&



-

15

Barzini, 1964). 'l‘he.Italian,peasantrclass3

had to struggle
for.ips very survival, due'éo unemployment, severity of
local taxation and ‘the faﬁt that their landé were usuélly
_held by wéalthy landowners,’or land owne:ship was :estricted
to absentee landlords who in turn demanded high rents and a

" large portion of the peasants' crops (Rollé, 1572; Rose,.
1975). |

The importance o%dﬁoreign domination served,
'however, to further strengthen and unite the Southern
. Italian people, in that they retained their éwn social
'brder through familial éolidarity. It ‘was thérefore their
duty to maintain and defend the family honour agaiﬁst
anyone or anything thft might breach or fhreaten it (Ianni,
1977). _Thus Iénni foints out that familialism and the
social structure of Southern Italy were virtually synony-
mous. The Southern Italian family was the major'transmittef
of its own culture, its own beliefs, mores, values, cuséoms,

etc. (Gambino, 1974).

.) = . -
3phe "peasant class" is defined as pural inhabit-

ants who live by tilling their land or at some unskilled

trades. "By 'peasantry’' we mean the inhabitants of the

rural towns without major industries. They may be tillers

of the soil, or of various trades, but all make a better

or worse living as agriculture thrives in their district,

or is adequate to support the population." P. M. Rose,

The Italian in America (New York: - Arno Press, A New York
Times Company, 1975), p. 18.

]

.
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Hen;e it is not surprising that Italy has often
been defined as ngthing more than é mosaic of millions of
families clinging together like colonies of.insects
(Barzini, 1964; Gambino, 1974). It should be noted,
however, that while the strongeét-bohdg were within the

nuclear family, the sense of solidarity applied to the

-

extendedrfamily as weli'(Gallo, 1974).

fhe traditional Southern Italian.social~structure.
was disrup&ed as a result of the first wave of;migration,
primarily to the United States, in the early 1900s. The
family members who were left behind 5enefitted from the
remi£tances sent from the U.S., and it was hot unusual for
villagers to travei to the cities to seek employment oppof—
tunities there. The péttern ofvmiération‘itSelf became an

institutionalized outlet for the more achievement-oriented

meﬁbers of the peasaht class (Lopreato, 1967).

The immigrants who arrived in Canada since the
1940s came from a somewhat different world than did the
migranté.to the U.S. in the early 19005. Due to the
| economic, political, social and educational changes that !
have taken place in Southern Italy sinée World War IT,
the latter group were likely to have come from a .somewhat

more advanced and often more achievement-oriented segment

~of the population (Lopreato, 1967; Ianni; 1977).

-
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Since thé breakdown of familialism in Southein
Italy can.be attributed to: (l).modernizaﬁion and
urbanization, {2) industrializatioh, (3) the impact of the
media, and (4) wider transportation networks (Gallo, 1974),
most of which came 4fter the wav;s.of post World Wér i1
migration; the majority of the new Canadians left Italy

with the old traditional views of family, family honour and

solidarity.

The Italian-Canadian Cultural Conflict

Recent ééudies reveal thaé the old familial
pattérns have not deviated greatly. Boissevain's‘(197l):
sample of Italians residing in Montreal revealed that their
central.institﬁtion was still thelnucLéar family and kinship
" ties. He further discovered that the old threat of losing
face in the community (vis—a—vis gossip) as a means of
. social control was transferred abroad intact.

Jansen's ' (1968) study of Italians living in Toronto
further corroborated the information presented inythe
literature on Italian immigrants. Generally, the Italian
group in Toronto was characterized by a large proportion
of immigrants who came principally from the southern‘part
of Italy, and who specifically had lower educational and
socio—economic statué. The patterns of friendship and

communication were further determined by ethnicity and
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kinship ties. Jansen.also found that the father trusted
very few people outside of his immediate family and was
further suspicious or indifferent to organiiationsfand/or

-

anyone ‘in an official position.

From the preceding findings it is maintained that

~ .the majority of Italian immigrants arrived in Canada at a

mature age, with pre-established valhes, beliefs and mores. .
They live in the periphery of their host culture and
therefore do not experience cultural conflict.4 In effect

they live in two cultures. -~
S

It is contended, however, that the offsprings_of'

these immigrants may face cultural conflict. Handlin

- (1953) points out that the second'generation,

...believe in a universe, divided as it
were into two realms, one for school and
one for home, and each with rules and modes
of behavior of its own [and] ... As the
children of the immigrants grew up, they
increasingly felt the compulsion to choose
between one way and the other. (p. 248)

The. Adolescent and Cultural Conflict

Cultural conflict or tension will be 'significant
when both the ethnic and host groups each exert equal

pressure on a child to conform. A child will not experience

4Cuitural conflict denotes the dilemma of choosing -
between two cultures. E. V. Stonequist, The Marginal ‘Man
" (New York: Scribner, 1937).
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cultural tension if her parents assimilate with the host

culture. However, cultural tension will arise in the home

for the offspring genération'when-the parents have not
assimilated into the host society and further restrict
their children in accepting the host culture's traditions

and beliefs (Johnston, 1%68).

Taft and Johnston's (1967) study of Polish immi-

grants living in Australia found that Polish boys

- experienced more tension in the home when the parents were

legst assimilated. Colalillo's (i974) study of Italian

adolescent girls attending Grades 8, 9 and 10 in a -

predominantly Italian area of Toronto discovered that the

. lower the assimilation level on the part of the mothers,

the greater the generation gap or cultural conflict for
the adolescent girl. ‘The variance between value orien-
tations of Canadian society and the ethnic group, and the
lack of %anguage‘proficiency (the mothers do not speak
English and the girls do not speak Italian well) played
a significant part in the cultural conflict and in most
cases worsened the probléms.' Colalillo succintly.states
that,

...the girl and her parents both place a

great deal of blame on the cultural dif-

ferences between Italian and Canadian-

cultures as a source of tension in the

family. The girl admits, on her part,

that the gap is caused by her unwilling-
ness to conform to or understand her
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parents' customs and traditions. The
parents, on the other hand havg trouble
understanding Canadian norms and the
society in which their daughters must
learn to live. (p. 60)

- . ' (/J

Autonomy

Autonomf has been defined as the procéss where one
moves from a status of dependence to one of independence
(Hurlock: 1973). Therneed for autonomy or independence i§
a significant factor in the development of the human
Qersonélity;:because without that‘independehce, maturity,
integration, appropriate adjustment ana proper.social—

ization would be impossible (Schneider, 1960).

Blos (1967) has described the need for striving to
achieve autonomy as the "second individuation process" (the
first would have been achieved by two to three years of
age). According to Blos, this process entails,

...the shedding of family dependencies,

the loosening of infantile object ties in

order to become a member of society at

large or, simply of the adult world.

{(p. 163) -

If, however, one fails to achieve successful disengagement
from family dependencies, in all likelihcod a person will "’

be unable to establish new extrafamilial objects of

affection. The individual then will often resort to

resolving the situation by acting out behaviour, develop
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learning disorders, patterns of procrastination,-experience

moodiness, apathy and negativism (Bleos, 1967, p. 11).

Ideally, the adolescent gifl must separate bothJ
emotionally and intellectually from her parents (Howells,
‘ 19715. She must disengage emotionally ffom.parental . |
domination; she must learn to make important life-task
decisions, take responsibility for herself and establish
new social relationships outside of her family. ‘Schneider
(1960) éncapsulates this process by stating that,

Independence means more than separate
existence or economic self-sufficiency.

It means, above all, emotional, volitional,
and intellectual independence, and-the
freedom of action that this independence
makes possible. ...Above everything else,
the adolescent must break away from the
apronstring existence of childhood. He
needs to establish the emotional perspec-
tive and control that will enable him to
live and enjoy an existence separate from
the parents. "~This emancipation is a
prerequisite to establishing other rela-
tionships in adult life, particularly
those involved in marriage. (p. 180)

Sklansky (1969) feels that by late adolescence ‘a
girl has a more serious struggle with her life plans than
a boy, as she must>choose either a career or marriage.
Furthermore; a study conduéted by Douvan and Adelson (1966)
revealed that boys achieve autonomy from parents more
rapidly than girls; The authors found that-boys develop
moral autonomy and moral standards based on internally

*

generated principles sooner than girls. In the area Of

. '
- ~
: L]
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personal decisiPn—making, sixteen-year-old boys indicated
that their_owﬁ standards were more important than those of
their parents ahd tﬁat the standards of their peers were -
least important. However, the study found that girls |

continue to rely heavily on their pérents' judgments, and

that they are more dependent upon thgir peer group for

validation of the concept of self.

ES

The Southern Italian.View
of Adolescent Autonomy

Adolescence, as a distinct stage of developmept,
was almost non-existent in Southern Italian peasant sociéty.
The children hgd minimal education, which usually'terminéted
at approximately ten years of age, if ngt sooner, since thé
children wefe needed to work in the family unit as a source
of manpower. Marriage often occurred in the early teens
(tanni, 1961). For a girl, the family's uitimate aim was
to make sure that she married and thét she learned the

roles of womanhood competently, which included both the

economic and social roles (Gambino, 1974).

Upon migration, thelSopthern'Italian peésant family
was patriarchal (Campisi, 1948; Gans, 1962). In other
words, the father was the head of the family, the author-
itarian figure (Child, 1943), who not only exercised rigid
restrictions, but also demanded obedience (Rose, 1975).

This rigidity has eased somewhat, however, due to the
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special nature of Southern Itaiian famiiialism, there ‘

" continues to be little emphasis placed on understanding

the rights of children. Rather, there appears .to be an
insistence on external forms of respecti(Panziger,1971L
Furthermore, although the children are an integral part of

the. family, they are subordinate as individuals, they live

solely for the family.

Two anthropological studies which were carried out
in Sicily (Croniﬁ, 1970; Peterson and Migliorino, 1967)
revealed strong parental control over their children which
would ipduce less autohomy. The studies revealed that:
(a) chil@rén were not allowed to make their own decisions,
(b) their hours were strictly limited, even in late
adolescence, (c) they required pargntal permission if they
had to leave the house, and -(d} they could not choose_their

own friends.

Cronin (1970) further studied the Sicilian immi-
grants in Auétralia and discovered that the Sicilian
pattern of controlling female family members is béing
perﬁétuated by most of the immigrant parePts there. Cronin
discovered that although the daughters are still protected
by their families, they are.nevertheless alloﬁed to go to
.school and to work, due to compulsorylattendance regu-
lations at school and due to the extra funds that the'girlé

can earn at work. The changes or lessening in areas of
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éoﬁtrol by thé Sicilian pafent_generation are most. evident
in areas of life which are the least‘dangerous (e.g.,| 
going to the store alone){ however, controls still pre-
dominate in situations where men are 1nvolved and the
méjority of the immigrant parents still adherg to the .
traditional restriction of giris.‘ . : '_.‘QE: S

r

-

The greatest changes, however, have occurred in
families where the parents are'educatéd and/or upwardly
mobile, or in second generation Sicilian adults, who begin
to absorb the Australian ways which‘postulate the notion
that children should be independent and self-sufficient.
In their case, children are permitted to_have their own
interests'énd are allowed to maké some of théir own
decisions. Their girls are allowed more freedom in going

out alone, even with boys.

Kurt Danziger's (1976) itudy of Italian adolescent
girls, comparing them with non-Italian adolescent girls as
well as with Italian adolescent boys, discerned that, on
the whole, Italian girls are expected to perfo;m moré
household tasks similar to their motheré, while the Italian
- boys and non-Ttalian girls do these tasks to a much lesser
degree than their mothers. Danziger's sample population
lived in a high density Italian area of Toronto and were
mostly working class in origin éné overwhe;mingly originated

from Southern Italy. Danziger also noted that sex-role
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boundaries are more deeply and sharply defined for Italian

adolescent girls than £6r boys. - R -

He further hypothesized that ftalian parents would
allow girls less autonomy than bo&é in making decisions
which affect their 1ivés. The decision items incIuded'
curfew, what kind of shoes to buf, when to go to bed,
having friénd# visit.” Danziger discovered'that a trehd

occurred with the Italian popul&tion: that is, -after
residing in Canada for four years or more, the girls’
activities are still tiéhtly caontrolled while their house-

hold responsibilities increase. However, at a much later
. ~ . - :"-'w:":-?k‘ . _ . - .
stage, her parents gradually allow greater autondmy

outSide‘tﬁe famiiigl sphere. HoweverrfDanziggr's study
revealed that AItﬁough the Italiaﬁ girl ié granted
-éutonomy in the exﬁrafamilial sphere, ;his never measures
up to either the Ttalian boys‘nor the hbn-Italian girls

who have greater autonomy based on the decision items

utilized in his study.

Summary

The firét'p;rt of this chapEer_pregented a
discussion of adolescence from its inception at puberty,
first from a biological perspective focussing on girls,
through thé subsequent physical development. The research

then explored the develépmental tasks which the adolescent

~
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must acCoﬁplish, indiuding the. new roles and status changes
which fﬁrthér include social interaction, life plans, and
the atfaihment of indepenéence o; autonpmyras'she approaches
) maturity. ?he:nexf section exploréd.the adolescené peer
group.as a source of emotional security for its members,
prééstres to conform, and why peer.groups occur. This
research further examined #he functions of the peer group

and its effects on the adolescent. -

In the next part of this chapter, the study

examined the roots of the Southern Itaiian familial pattern

w

+

and the cultural conflicts which may occur when thisﬂ-
traditional mode of behaviolr is practiced in a.prggréssivel
éociety. Particular eﬁphasis was placed on adolescent

éultural conflicf which manifest theméglves in the ho%e as

a result of exposure to two varying cultures simultaneocusly,

the Ifalian and the Canadian. . Vg

Finally, the research explored aﬁtonomy,‘first in
Qeneral terms as it relates toﬁadoleséeng:development, and
then more specifically, as it is adversely affected by
restrictions imposed on adolescents of immigrant-parent
backgrounds, with an emphasis on Southern Italian immigrant
families. The following chapters will demonstrate how the |
proposed fesearch'p;oject relates to the material discussed

thus far.
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. CHAPTER III ~ . -

i —
' RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY
Problem Formulatioﬁ
. As illustrated by the‘ReView of the Literature,

adolescence is the transition period between puberﬁy and
adulthood in ;he,procéss'of'achieving maturity. This
process requires that the adolescent take on new roles and

5
status changes to aid her in ultimately achieving-autonomy

. from her family and in dealing with her life independently,

as a mature adult member of society. Thus she must adjust
to biological change, become aware of and deal with her own
sexual identity, explore and cultivate her econdﬁic/,

vocational/marital choice, and further social relationships

with peers of both sexes outside the home (Conger, 1973;

Hurlock, 1973). Specifically, the adolescent must
accomplish the following developmental tasks in her gquest
for maturity and autonony :

- achievement of independence from parents;
- adjustment. to sexual maturation '
- establishment of cooperative and workable
relationships with peers;
- deciding upon a vocation;
- acquiring a sense of identity.
(Hurlock, 1973, p. 302)

Y
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Traditionally, Southern Itallan 1mm1grant parents
of Itallan-Canadlan adoles¢ent girls were ralsed in an old
value system which advocates and postulates subjugationf;;
of ‘children, the purity of women, and eontrol‘of their-f

- children's mores and beliefs through rigid rules governing
socialization, particuiarly of female children, ehanneling
them towards their traditional role as housewives and
'mothers. Hence, conflict may arise in the home when the
adolescent girl attempts to real;ze her potentlal

- through vocational or marital choice, - through peer group

associations, particularly concerning heterosexual rela-

tions, seLféiﬁentity and autonomy.

-

In light.of the above, the foliowing gquestion has
been formulated as the basis for this study: To what
extent does an Italian—Canad.ian5 adclescent girl of Italian
immigrant parentage perceive or actually experience dif- )
‘ficulties in the home and in the ceﬁmunity—at-large, by
comparison to a sample of non—-Italian Cenadian6 adolescent -
Qiiis, if her parents apply strict curtailment ruiesrin
the afeas-of: (a) vocational interests, (b) social 1ife

(i.e., parties, curfew, outings, extracurricular activities,

SThé terms "Italian-Canadian" and "Italian" will
be used interchangeably throughout this study in reference
to the adolescent girl of Italian parentage.

6The terms "Non-Italian Canadian" and "Canadian"
will be used interchangeably throughout this study in
reference to the adolescent girl of Canadian parentage.
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etc.), and (c) heterosexual,relationshipé (i.e., dating,

having a boyfriend, etc.).

It is posfulated, then, that if Italign parents
placg rigidrcurtailment.rules in the three above—mentioned
areas of adolescent growth, ﬁhat those ;éstrictions will
iikely lead to more pargﬁ;al‘control and a diminution of
autonomy and ;ngpendence for thé ?tali;qTadolégcént girl;.
than for her Canadian peers.

This research project will further examine how

~

(d) peer group association,éffects the Italian girl'é per-
ceptions and the difficulties.she experienééé in the above-
noted areas of‘normal'adolesgen£ groyth, as compared to the’
expgrienceé of the Canadian sample group. This study will
also examine the nature 6f the (e) parent-adolescent
relationship from the perspective of the girls in both
sample groups. |

Research Question and Hypothesés

In the process of problem formulation, a guestion

has emerged as the basis for "this study:

To what extent does an-Italian adolescent
perceive or actually experience diffi-
culties in the home and in the community-
‘at-large, as compared to a Canadian
adolescent, if the Italian parents apply
strict curtailment rules in the areas of
vocational interests, social life and
heterosexual relationships. N
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From the above guestion, the first hypothésis has

*

been formuléted: . *

Hypothesis #1. ;
The Ttalian adolescent girl will experi-

ence more rules and restrictions by

her family in the areas of vocational

interests, social life and hetexosexual
relationships than the Canadian

adolescent girl.

. .. Peer group relations were noted to be of importance
for the adolescent in the Review of the Literature. There-
fore, an examination of the peer group and how it affects
the Italian girl's perceptions and difficulties in the areas
of social life and heterosexual relationships as compared
to the Canadian adolescent was carried out and the following

hypothesis was formulated:

Hypothesis #2.

The Italian adolescent girl will perceive

6r feel conflict in respec® -to her peer

group regarding the issues of social life

and heterosexual relationships, as com-

pared with the Canadian adolescent girl.

From the literature, an examination of the nature
of the parent—adolescent telationship from the perspectives
of the girls of both sample groups was considered to be of

importance, and the following three hypotheées have been

formulated:
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gypothesis'#B;

The Italian adolescent girl will experi-
ence more conflict with parental demands
or restrictions in the areas of social
life and heterosexual relationships than
she will with respect to vocational
interests. :

Hypothesis #4.

The Italian adolescent girl will want to
change more rules in her family in the
areas of vocational interests, social /
.life and heterosexual relationships than/
the Canadian adolescent girl. =

‘Hypothesis #5. .

The Italian adolescent girl will have

broken more family rules in the areas of

vocational interests, social life and

heterosexual relationships than “the

_Canadian adolescent girl.

This researcher was further interested in examining,
the ordinal position of the adolescent in the family and a

subsidiaiy hypothesis has been formulated:

Hypothesis #6.

The ordinal position of the adolescent
girl in her family will have a direct
relationship to the degree of conflict
she feels with respect to parental
restrictions in the areas of vocational
interests, social life and heterosexual -
relationships.

Working Definitions

a

P For the purposes of this study, the following

e

working definitions were utilized,; to provide a clear
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conceptualization of the intended meaning of.the ﬁse of

certain terms.

Autonomy.

Formally defined, this research has utilized,
Hurlock's meaning of the view of autonomy .as "moving from

a status of dependence to one of independeﬁce.“

This research further conceptualizes that an adoles-

cent girl {(both Italian- and Canéaian)'will have become an
\ v

-

autonomous persﬂg when she has worked out the developmental
tasks in the areas of vocational interests, social 1ife and
heterosexual relationships satisfactorily. This in turn

will lead the adolescent girl to not only be able, but.also

be capable of managing her own life.

b

The concept of autonomy will be further operation-
alized based upon the decisions or tasks which an adolescent
-girl can carry out in the areas of:

- Vocational interests: éarticipatory choice (i.e,,

completing Grade 12, going to college, etc.);

Social life: activities which she can attend, such

as movies, athletics, school plays, dances, earning and
spending money, curfew, etc.; and

Heterosexual relationships: forming friendships

and keeping friends of both sexes, becoming comfortable in
.
dating situations, .experiencing love for and being loved by

. members of the opposite sex, etc.
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Control.

‘As used in this research, control will mean undue
restrictibns for an adolescent girl in carrying out.develop-
“mental. tasks or making her own decisions in the areas of
;oéational intérestsp social 1lifé and heterosé#ual

e

relationships. ' ' -

Cultural conflict.

As used in this research, will mean the dilemma of

choosing between two cultures (Stonequist, 1937}, Italian

-

or Canadian.

Adolescent.

: - o~ -

As used in this study, refers to a girl between the
approximate ages of fifteen to eighteen, in Grade 1.0, 1l or

12.

Classification of the Researxrch

Based on the classification o% the three types of
research, namely, experimental, quantitativé—descriptife
and exploratory, this research.project.will be classified
as-quéntitative—déscriptiveu Tripodi et al. (1969) stipulated
that: |

the category of quantitative~descriptive
studies includes research investigations
having various purposes [which] £fall into
two general classes: (1) the testing of
hypotheses, (2) the description of

quantitative relations among specified

variables. (p.34) S

e



34

For the purposes of thié.stﬁdy, this researcher will adopt
the second claésifiiatibn and ﬁill‘fufther utilize the
sﬁb—type élassificgéidn of "hypothesis testing studies,”
as put forth by ?ripodi et al. (1969); that is to say:

: Hypothesis testing studies are those
¢ quantitative-descriptive studies which

.contain in their design of research
explicit hypotheses to be tested.
The hypotheses are typically derived
from theory, and they may be either
statements of cause-effect relation-
ships or statements of association
between two or more variables without
reference to a causal relationship.
{(p. 39) '

The Researchlsite

The 1976 census iract of "Immigrant Settlement
Patterns"7 (more recent studies have notlbéen carried out)
for the Mississauga Yalleys indicates 1‘:hat 20 per cent of the
immigrants in that are% are from Italy.. Of tﬁe total pdpu—
laﬁion of 34,000 residents-in Malton, the largest ethilic
group is Italian, according to-the Tax Rolls as of March '
198i, obtained from the Mayor's Office;8 for this reason,
Malton and the Missiésauga Valleys were chosen aé the areas
for this study, and within these areas three schools were

‘selected.

l

7Compiled by the Social Planning Council Office in

Mississauga, Ontario. ‘

8Mayor's Office, City Hall, Mississauga, Ontario.
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The City of Mississauga was incorporated oﬁ

Janua;y 1, 1974. At this time it encompagsedvthe_former

towns of Streetéville, Port Credit, Oakville, and part of

the former town of Mississauga, including Malton.

Mississauga has more than 1,500 industries and countless
businesses and commercial enterprises. The population of’
Mississauga is rapidly approaching Ehe\quarter million

mark.9

-

The fgllowing three schools were selected, due to
their high density of Italian-Canadian students in attend-
ance: |

(1) St. Martin's School: a higH school,
Grades 8 - 12, located in the’
Mississauga Valleys area;

(2) Ascension of Our Loxd Schoel: a
senior schnool, Grades 7 - 10, located
in Malton; and

(3) Holy Name of Mary School: an all-
' girls high_school, Grades 9 -13,
located in'the Mississauga Valleys
area. .

All three scﬁools come under the jurisdiction of the

: Dufferiﬁ—Peel Roman Catholic Separate School Board, wﬁich
' encompasses the geégraphical areas of Mississauga, Malton,
‘Brampton, Bramalea, Wildfield, Bolton, Peel County and

Dufferin County.

9City of Mississauga Informational Booklet, 1975.
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Sample Source and Sampling Method

\\
Steps in Gathering the Sample-_ b
Prellmlnary Survey. ™~

l{ Meetings with the three school Principals were
arranged and conducted for the purpose of discussing this
research project, and a copy of the proposed questionnaire

was shown to them for their perusal,

Specifically, this.researdhe;;approached the

Principals at St. Martin's and Ascension schools directly.
The Chlef Soc1al Worker at the Duf ferin-Peel Roman Catholic
~ Separate School Board (thls researcher's place of employ—

ment) dld the lnltlal 1ntroduct10n and set’ up an appomntment
- with the Prlnc;pal of Holy Name, and that Pr1nc1pal, the
., Chief Social Worker and,this researche; Subsequently met to
.discuss the purpose of this study and to review the question-

naire.

2. Each Principal designated the day that the
Preiiminary Survey was to be handed out to the selected
population. Each Principal elected to announce this
researcher's plan for the study at a staff meeting; rather
than have this researcher discuss it personally with the
staff members. However, a covering letter for each teacher

(see Appendix B) was affixed to the Preliminary Survey.
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Distribution of Preliminary Survey.

The following three schools participated in the -
Preliminary Survey: (1) St. Martin's, (2) Ascension, ahd

(3) Holy Name.

The total female populatién_by grade, in each of the.
aforementioned schools was: 59 in Grade 11 and 30 in Grade
12 at St. Maftin's. There were 63 Grade %0 students at
Ascension and a combined total of 385 studeﬁts in Grades 10,
11 and }2 at Holy Name. It should be pointed out that the
Prigcipal of St. Martin's dia not wish the Grade 10 students
in his school to participaﬁe in the sfudy for fear that
their parents would object to the nature of some of the

BN

items on the questionnaire, especially questions #47 and

el

#48 which deal with sexual relations.

The girls at Holy Name.were noﬁ in separate ciass—
rooms for each grade, but were mixed; grades 10, 11, 12 and
13 were combined in various.classrooms for their hbmeroom-
period, which was when the Preliminary Survey had to be
distributed, which accounts for the combined number of

students.

Of the 537 Preliminary Surveys distributed, a total
6f 341 completed surveys were returned from the schools. .

Table 1  indicates that 94 Canadian girls wanted to parti-

cipate in the study and qualified for the non-Italian
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Canadian sample (i.e., both parents were born in Canada

and spoke English in the home), while 52 girls of Italian

background {(i.e., both parents were born in Italy) wanted

- to participate in the study; The remainder (159 surveys)

indicated other cultural backgrounds (i.e., their parents

were born in Germany, Trinidad, India, Ceylon, Eastern

European countries, .etc.), and were thus ‘disqualified.

i+ . Table 1

Returns of Preliminary Surveéy

Both Parents
Born in Canada

Both Parents
Born in Italy

School .Wish to Participate Wish to Participate
Yes % No 3 Yes 3 No 3
St. Martin's ) o
Grade 11l 9 9.6 3 12.5 4. 7.7} -
Grade 12 4 4.3 =~ - 2. 3:8| -
Ascension ‘ 3 :
Grade 10 7 7.4 1 - 16 30.8 3 .25.0
Holy Name - '
Grade 10 34 35,2113 58.3 16 30.8 4 33.3
Grade 11 24  25.5 4 16.7 10 19.2 5 -
Grade 12 i 17.0 3 12.5 4 7.7 - 41.7
TOTAL RETURNS © 94 100.0| 24 100.0 52 100.0 | 12 100.0

Instruments Used in Data Collection

(a) Preliminary Survey. (Appendix Al

- This instrument was designed to gather reguisite

data, needed: (1) to ascertain thH% country of birth of-tﬁe
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respondents' parents,lo to discern whether the schools
selected for the research site metrghe requirements:of,tpé
sample for this study (i;é(, a sufficient number of Italian

'

and Canadian adolescent girls in attendance), and (2) to

facilitate selection of those girls who were willing'to

participate in "the study.

(b) Quesfionnaire,_

This instrumént (see Appendix C) was desiéned‘in
-order-to‘obfain data pertinent to ;his research project.
Information was gathered in the areas ofr (1) vocational
interests, .(2) social life, (3) heterosexual relatlonshlps,
as well as, (4) demographic data, (5) languagé proficiency 5
of Ttalian respondents and their parents, (6) peer groﬁp
coﬁposiﬁion, and (7) patterns of interaction and invoive—
ment of felatives and friendg. The questionnaire items

were standardized; that is, the "questions ‘[were] presented

-with exactly'the same wording, and in the same order to all

respondents" (Selltiz et al., 1976, p. 255).

~

Two previous studies weré consulted (Danziger, 1971;
Colalillo, 1974j,'since they related to Italian-Canadian
adolescents, and as a result the following items were incor—

porated into the questionnaire:

101 order to qualify for the sample: (a) both
parents had to have, béen born in Italy for the Italian
sample; and (b) both parents had to have been born in Canada

and had to be strictly Canadian descendants for the Canadlan
sample group.
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Item $: 22, 27 -~taken directly from
Colalillo (1974); 31, 37 —— taken directly
from Danziger (1971); 16 -- taken directly
from Lattner and Pappart {1975); 153, 18,

- 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 80 -- taken
from Colalillo (1974) and reworded for
the purposes of this study; 24, 6%, 70 ——
taken from Danziger {1971) and reworded -
for the purposes of this study.

Y

_ Pretest
!

After the Preliminary Survey was éompleted, al
Pretest.of the questiOnnaire was conductéd at Hély Namé.
A total of thirteen Grade-lO girls ﬁere selected to partiu 7
cipate in the Pretest, of which’? wére Italian and 6 weré

Canadian.

An announcement was made through the school's office

over the public address system, requesting that the girls
come to the office after tﬁe final class period; Out of the
13 who were called, only 7 girls presented themselves -- 4

Italian and 3 Canadian girls -- to participate in the pre-

testing of the questionnaire.

The time taken by the Pretest students to complefe
.the questionnaire ranged from 15 to 45 minutes. Afté¥ the
Pretest had been completed, some of the Italian girls
inquired éboup this researcher's own background, which is

also Italian. The discussion which ensued centered around
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Data Collection Method . , ‘ '

Consent fqrms‘with a covering lettér (see Appendix

. D) were given to-thé teachers to distribute to students who
indicgted that they were interested iﬁ participéting in the
study, 'as noted'by ghem on the P?e;iminary Survey form, if

éhey qualified :or either the Italian or.fheiCanédian

samﬁle.

This researcher then telephoned the parents of
those respondehts who did not return their consent forms
in order to obtain veébal consent when it became eyident
Fhat the gifls were forgefting tg_bring the signed forms "W
" back to the school offices. Only one parent out of ﬁHe.TS
parenfs galled.said that he wanted to see the questionnaire
befdfé he ﬁould consent to having his daughterﬂparticipatg
in the study. This Canadian girl therefore was disqualified.
The rémainder of the parbﬂts;ﬁéngileased and interested in *
.having.their daughters participate in the study. o

- T 3 -

-

Data Collection

St. Martin's.

.The Principal arranged for this researcher to visit
the school on a particular day during the lunch break and

the participants were called to the office over the public

address system.® The expected participants were all pn_cesentt1
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and were able t@ complete their guestionnaires in the school
chapel without interruption.—-

Ascension.

i ’ . H
*

It téék approximately three weeks for this résearchér
to have all the pa;ticipénts complete the questionnaifé.
-Nineiwére.collected in the first few days, héving been com-
.pleted in the health room or the Principal's office. The’
remainder of the girls had to be tracked down during.their

.lunch break and were able to complete their questionﬁéires

in a small private classroom.

»

Holy Name. - _ . -

The P;incipal designéted three consecutivgbgﬁys-for
completion of. the questionﬁgire. She then wenpﬁﬁé the
various classrooms, regquesting that the participants mak%
themselvés available on one of the three days, during Ghich
time only 20 presented themselves. This researcﬁer found
i£ necessary to visit the school at least twice a week,
either during the lunch bregk or after schoél,'for a period
of six weeks, and would requeét over the school's pubiic.
address system that the remaining parti?gnts come to.ﬁhe'
particular conference room in the school.to complete their
questionnaire. The confefénce room proved to be more/;uit—

able than the guidance area which was used by the first 20

participants, since there was less distraction there.
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Interested Participants
.(from,Preliminary.Sur%ey)

“Table 2

-~ School

Italian . Canadian
St. Martin's ' 6 13
Ascension .16 7.
Holy Name i . 30. 74
52 " 94
lLess Pretest Participants 4 3
. L : .!.
TOTAL INTERESTED PARTICIPANTS -~ 48 g1+

*Although a total of 91 Canadian girls stated that . they
wanted to participate, after deducting the 3 Canadian girls
who participated in the Pretest, only 45 were requested to
participate in filling out the guestionnaire, as this number
was sufficient to fulfill the sample population requirement.

Returned Consent Forms

Table 3

Distribution and Number of

School Grade Distribution Number Returned
”~ : -

St. Martin's 11 13 6
- 12 5

Ascension ) 10 23 \ 22

'Holy Name 10 23 11
11 31
12 19

T114 39

TOTAL

- ——————
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General Procedure.

This researcher reminded eachfgroup-of girls that
they had stated in the Preliﬁinary Survey that they wished

to participate in the study and told them that it was now

o
o

time to fill out the queétidnnaire (see Appendix C),<ahd‘
asked them if—thef had any. questions'or.if they needed
éiari£i¢ation before they begéﬁ.- |

Some of the giris were surpriséd that tﬁe guestion-
naife wa's anénymous. Some actuaily put down their names on
the covering instruction sheet attached to the questionnaire
-anq'were reéuested‘to erése,them. |

2 , : : .

Since it took approximakely six weeks to have the
quesﬁionnaires completed at Holy Name and three weeks at
Ascension, the participants weré-asked'ﬂdt to reveal or

".discuss the nature or content with their friends, since

ﬂthey-cdqld also be involved in_completing the questiohnairg,/ff’///

.at a later date.

-

Generally, the giflﬁ thanked this researcher for
~ choosing them to participate in the study. Some of them '

felt that the questions were good and that they'were stimu-
. L - :

‘lated to think further about some of the issues.
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Data inalysis

Procedure, ' ' - < .
The data thained from the completed questionnaires
was coded onto computer coding sheets,fkeypunched, veri-

fied and submitted to analysis. As is typical with survey

or questionnaire data, most of the obtained information was

at a nominal or ordinal level. This data was analysed'
. using the crosstabulation procedure available in SPSS (Nie

et al., 1975).

t

Method.

Frequency distributions and Chi square analysis

—_—
*

were used to examine and dompare relationships between the

- .Ewo independent groups,' the Italian and Canadian girls, on

T

the\aependent variables -—the items on the ques%ionnaire
that related to vocational interests, social life, hetero-
sexual relationships, peer group relationskand parent-

~adolescent relationships.

]

Study Limitations

To facilitate the collection of data pertaining to
Italian adolescent girls, the schools selected for the
purposes of this study had a high proportion of Italian
étudents in attendance, however, the findings of' this study

may ﬁot apply in areas of lowerﬁdensity Italian population.
(

-y
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- Furthermore, the scope of this study was limited to
- aseessing the attitudeé ofuItalian adolescent girls with
respect to the restrmctlons which may exist as a result of
‘thelr parents' tradltlonal value system, and did not 1ncludeH
the parents' attitudes, nor the degree.to whHich the parents
had aeeimilated into the Canadian ¢ulture. .

Summarz

This reseaxch falis into the-classificatioq of
"hypothesis £esting studies." It édstﬁlates that if Italian
.parents place rigid restrictions in three important'areas of
adolescent growth, namely, vocational interests, secial life
and heterosexual relationships, that\this will likely‘lead
to more parental control and a diminution of aueenomy and
independence for the Italian adolesceet-gifl. To this end,

éeer group relations and parent—adolescent‘reletionships

were also examined.

A\Preliminary Survey wae carried out in three Roman
Cathelic parochial schools in Mississauga, Ontario, to
ascertain whether the schools selected for the research site
met the requirements of'ﬁhe sample for this study, ande

administered to girls attending Grades 10, li‘and 12.

The questlonnalre was pretested and aéter some
slight revisions were made, it was distributed and completed

by the girls. Four completed questlonnalres were ellmlnated



from the final sample: three of the Canadian girls indi-
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cated that they spoke languages other than English at home,.
of the Italian girls, one was ellmlnated due to the fact
lthat-her mother was not Italian.
A total of 48 Italian and 42-Canaaian girls in
.Grades 10, 11 and 12 completed a standardized questios;aire.‘
‘Both éroups had to respond to 67 items, while the Italian.
sample was reguired to.respond.to 14 additional items, in
lqrderrto,obtaiﬁ information on languages spoken in the home
‘and Engiish language proficiency of the girls' parehts, as
well 'as information on how the girls felt or reacted to
parental restrictions and/or demands. Since only 48 of the
90 subjects used in this study were of Itallan descent, the .
sample of Italian girls was considered by this researcher
to be insufficient for further analysis of their parents
level of acculturatipn as it applies to the glfis degree

of autonomy.

The data obtained from the completed questionnaires
were submitted to computer analysis. The findings will be

presented and analysed in Chapter IV.



CHAPTER IV

DATA PRESENTATION AND STATISTICALbﬁNALYSIS

This chépter documeﬁts the statistical findings of.‘
the questidnnaire. _The data will be presented énd analysed
in six sections:
| (é) Dembgraphic Data,

(b) VoCatiEnal Interests,

{c) Social Life, |

kd) Heterosexual ﬁelationships,

-{e) Peer Group Relations, and

(£) Parent-Adolesceht Relationships.

 When significant, guantitative inferences will be drawn.

Demographic Data

Grade and Age of Respondents.

The total age range of the respondents was.lé4
years to 18 years, with a mean age of 15.9, with.a gEgndard
deviation of 0.8. The age range of the total Italian
respondehts was 14 years to 18 years, with a mean age of
15.7, with a standard-deviation of 0.8. The age range.pf
.the total Canadian respondents was 16 years to 17 years,

with a mean age oﬁ\lS, with a standard deviation of 0.8.

48 - -
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Birthplace of the Respondents.

Téble!S shows that 38, or 79.2 per cent of \the
Ita;ian respondents, and 42, or i00.6 per cent of the
Canédian respoﬂdents were born in Canada. Of fhe lO.Itg}ian
respondents that were born‘in Italy, the number pf:years of

residence in Canada ranged from'lo vears to 16 years, with

a mean of 13.4 years, with a standard deviation of 1.8.

=3

A sizeable proportion of both the Italian'respond—
ents of 35, or 72.9 per cent, and 35, or 83.3 per cent of
the Canadian respondents ihdicated being born in the

Province of Ontario.

A sizeable ﬁrqportion of the Italian respondents .
of 41, or 85.4 per cent, and 34, or 81.0 per cent of the

Canadian ‘respondents indicated being born in cities.

Birth Order of the Respondents.
The respohdents were asked to indicate their birth
order within their family. Table 6 indicates the birth

order that the girls represented.
t

Age of Parents.

. Fathers: Of the 47 Italian fathers'reported, the
age pEBge of the sample was 36 years to 55 years, with a
mean age of 43.8, with a standard deviation of 4.0. Of

the 41 Canadian fathers reported, the age range of the
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Birthplace‘of the Respondents

51

Italian Canadian
" (%) (%)
Birth Counﬁry
Canada 79.2 100.0
Italy 20.8 -
TOTAIL 100.0 100.0
‘ (n = 48) (n=42)
Birth Province ‘
Ontario’ X 72.8 83.4
Quebec 4.2 7.1
Other Canadian 2.1 9.5
Northern Italy 4.2 -
Central Italy 6.3 -
Southern Italy 10.4 -
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
(n=48) {(n=42)
Birth Area .
City 85.4 81.0
Town 14.6 14.3
village - 4.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
{n = 48) {n=42)
Table 6
Ordinal Position
Italian Canadian_ Total
. (%) , (%) (%)
Only child - 2.4 1.1
Youngest child 14.6 31.0 22.2
Middle child 22.9 23.8 23.3
Oldest child 60.4 35.7 48.9
Other 2.1 7.1 4.5
TOTAL 100.0 "100.0 100.0
(n = 48} (n=42) (E=90)
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. sample was 33 years to 65 years, with a mean age of 41.3,

with a standard deviation of 7.4. . o -
- _ . .

Mothers: Of the 48 Itélian:mothérs,lthe ége range
of the sample was 33 years to 54 years, with a mean age of
39.6, ﬁith'a standard deviation of 4.3. Of the 4i Canadian‘
mothers reported, the. age range of the sample was 32 years
to 61 years, with a meén.age 6f 43.3, with a standard
“deviatioﬁ of 6.6. | |

Yeais in Canada for Italian Parents.

Fathers: Of the 46 fathers reported, the years of
residence in Canada ranged from 10 years to 31 years, with
a mean years of residence of 20.0 years, with a standarad

deviation of 5.0.

Mothers: Very similarly, of the 47 mothers
reported, fhe yeéré of residence in Canada ranged from 10
‘ yeérs to 30 years, with a mean years of-residence of 19.2

years, with a standard deviation of 4.9.

Education of Parents.

Table 7 indicates that more of thé Canadian. fathers
and mothers have attained higher eduéational levels, as
apposed to the Italian fathefs‘and~mothers-who have attained
less educatioﬁ; This finding correlates with the results of

the parents’ occupations (see Table 8) , which indicates a

~
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greater proportibn of the Canadian fathers agd mothers in -

occupations in the professional and managerial categories.

Occupations of Parents.

e Table 8 shows that a significantly greater /

proportlon of the Canadian fathers and mothers are in
occupatlons in the profeSSLOnal and managerlal categories,
while the Itallan fathers and mothers are in occupatlons in

the skllled and unskilled categories.

A Chi square value of 39.89 was obtained with the
fathers' occupations. This was 31gn1flcant at the p <-.001
level.. A CAL square value of 31.29 was obtalned with .the
mothers' occupat&ons. This was significant at the p < .001
level. "\\ S '

-

In thls sectlon of the chapter, the Italian and
Canadian glrls‘ responses to the questlonnalre items dealing
. with vocatlonal 1nterests, seflal life and hetergsexual

relationships will be reported.

-

A number of items on the questionnaire were related
to the vocational interests, social life and hetetosexual
relationships of the' two' subject populations, namely, )
Italian and Canadian adolescent girls. Chi square analysis

of these items revealed a number of items that were

r
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significantly different for the two groups, énd conversely,
- a humﬁer of areas or items where no significant differences
aﬁpear Fo exist betweeﬁ the two-groups.ﬁ

~

Vocational Interests

Educational Goals. |
2t Both the Italian and the Canadian respondents were
asked to indicate their personal educational goals, along
"~ with indicating what their fathers' and mbthers{ educa-

tional hopes were for them,
. »

-

+

Table 9 shows no significant differences between

‘and Canadian groups in’ their educational goals.

the Italian
Both groups, in self goals and parental aspirations, fall

into the cétegories.of wanting to complete Grade 12 and/or

13, or wanting to complete cdmmunity college or university. -
-t - ' = E—

It is interesting to note that 1, or 2.4 per cent

of the Canadian réspbndents in?i:ated'wanting-to complete 

M™g), while none of the

Lo

a skill cours? (e.g., hairdress

Italian respondents responded to this item.

Fuéura Plans.

\\fi’Ta le’ 10 indicates, there was smgnlflcant

difference between the Italian and Canadian respondents.in
their future plan.i. A slight proportion‘of the Italian

respondents, 10, or 20.8 per'cent, and 7, or l6.7 per cent
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Table 9

Educational Goalsg

Italian ' Canadian

(%) E (%)
Self ) .
School is not important _ - ' -
Completing Grade 12 and/or 13 27.1 31.0
Completing skill course . : - T 2.4
Completing community college 27.1 o 7.1
Completing university - 45.8 . : 59.5
POTAL = - - s " 100.0 - - 100.0
. {n=48) (n=42)

X2(2) =4.58, p. N.S..

Father's Attitude

'Schoeol is not important , c 2.1 . - :
Completing Grade 12 and/or 13 : 23.4 ) 31.7.
Completing community college . . 23.4. 17.1
Completing university , ~ 51.1 ~ . 51.2
TOTAL . 100.0 100.0

‘ ) (h=47)2 (n=41)2

T | X ¥2{2) =0.97, p. N.S.

Mother s Attitude
School is not important o - . -
Completing Grade 12 and/or 13. ° 27.1 31.7

Completing community college - 20.8 ' l4.6

Completing university 52.1 - 53.7

TOTAL ‘ .100.0 100.0 a
(n=48) {n=41)

X2(2) =0.64, p. N.S.

' Note. The actual Chi square analysis for this table was
performed on a slightly collapsed scale since the expected
frequencies for some of the cells with the full scale

- . analysis fell below one.

MlSSlng observations for .1 Italian respondent's father,
for 1 Canadian respondent's father and for 1 Canadian
respondent's mother.
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of the Canadian. respondents indicated wantlng to establish®
a. career and get marrled while 9, or 18, 8 per cent of the

-

Itallan respondents, and 4, or 9.5 per cent of the Canadlan .

respondents indicated wanting to complete community college.

The Chi square analysis revealed no significant differences.

" Table 10

Reépondehté' Future Plans*

Italian Canadian
(%) (%)
Graduate at Grade 12 and get married 4.2 4.8 °
' Complete high school, work for a _ . \
few years and then get married 4.2 7.1
Establish a career and get married 20.8 16.7
Complete community college | 18.8 ) 9.5 E
Complete university Q_ L -37.4' . 52;4 %
Other N _ | - 4}7, : }
Don't know ) - ’ 14.6 . 4.8
TOTAL . L 100.0 . 100.0%*

(n=48) (n=40) .

*y2(5) =5.04, p. N.S.

**Missing observations for 2 of the Canadian respondents.



Social Life .

Both the Italian and Canadian feépondénfs.ﬁere
required to respond to ite#é'dealing ﬁith extracurricular-
B activities; choosing the‘ciothgs they wear,iearning ﬁoney,
‘how the money is speht, aﬁd participation in’ parties ah@

outings with male and/or female friends. C .

Extracurricular Activities.

lTable 11 indic;tes tﬁa; a significaﬁtiy highef
proportion, 34, or 81.0 per cént of the Canadian'respondents
‘indica£ed having extracu;ricular activities;_while'only 28,
or.59;6,per cent of the.Italian respondents indicated that
they had extracurricular activities. A Chi sqdafe value of

19.09 was obtained which was significant at the p < .01 level.

The extracurricular activities, as reported by the
respondents were: vspbrts (i.e., swimming, skiing, roller
skating, volleyball, tennis, basketball), babysitting, dance

lessons, youth organizations, student council, drama, choir,
etc.

Choosing Clothes.

- . . ~
Table 12 indicates no significant difference -~
occurring between the Italian and Canadian respondents in

phoésing their clothes. When‘asked_if they choose their

=~

. o S &k\;-

+
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.Participation in Extracurricular Activities . ...

Italian ‘Canadian

(%) (8)
Yes 59.6,: 81.0
No 40.4 14.2
Not interested - - 4,8

- TOTAL 100.0 a 100.0 a
(n=47) " (n=42)

e

x2%(2)=9.09, p.< .01

N\

aMissing observation for 1 of the Italian respondents.

Table 12

Choosing. Clothes

Italian Canadian
(%) (%)
Own Choice
All the time 62.5 73.8
Most of the time 35.4 26.2
Never 2.1 -
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
(n=48) {n= 42)

x2(2) =1.91, p. N.S.

Who Chooses

Mother

Father D N
Relatives .
Friends
Sister(s)

TOTAL . ' /
. , /

?5.0 100.0

25..0 -
lO0.0a_ 100.0a
(n=4)% (n=12)

aMissiﬁg observation for, 44 of the Ttalian respondents and

for 40 of the Canadian respondents.
: i N
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own clothes all ‘the tlme, over half of the total populatlon
of 30, or 62.5 per- cent of the Italian respondents, and 31y
or 73.8 per cent of the Canadlan respondents indicated

doing éo- while 17, or 35 4 per cent'bf the Italian respond—

-ents, and 11, or 26.2 per cent of the Canadian respondents

Ay

\
fhdlcated ch0031ng thelr own clothes most of the tlme. ;

<

Earging and spending meney.

- Table 13 indicates that over half of the total
population indicated that thefiearn money. 0f the Italianl
respondents, 30, or 62.5 per cent indicated.that they earn
money, while-35, or 83.5 per' cent of the Canadian respond-

ents indicated that they earn money.

No significant difference was found between the
Italian and Canadian respondents in‘deciding hoﬁlthe money
is spent and if the money is to be given to‘their parents.
‘Howeveﬁ; a signiftcantly higher proportion of the Italian
respondents, 18, or 37.5 pexr cent indicated that they did
not earn money, as compared to 7, ot l6. 7 per cent of the

Canadian respondents. A Chi square value of 3.86 was ~

obtained which was significant at the p < .05 level.

Vs
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Table 13
Earning and Spending Money.
- P ) Ttalian Canadian
(%) (%)
Earn Money .
Yes - 62.5 83.3
No 37.5 16.7
TOTAL L | ' 100.0 100.0
.- | (n=48) (n= 42)

.x?(1) =3.86, p < .05

‘Do You Decide How Money .is Spent

Yes - | S ' 75.0 85. 7
No ' 25.0 14.3
TOTAL - 100.0 a 100.0 a
o . : (n=32) (n=35)
Must the Earned Money
Be Given to Parents
Yes 2.4 -
No _ 97.6 100.0
TOTAIL 100.0 b 100.0 b
(n = 41) {n=37)"

aMissing observations on deciding how money is spent

for 16 of the Italian respondents and for 7 of
the Canadian respondents.

Missing observations on if earned money is given to

parents for 7 of the Italian respondents and for
5 of the Canadian respondents.
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Participation in Parties and Outings
‘With Male and Female Friends. -

) . [
Both the Italian-.and Canadian respondents go to

parties and dances with friends. Table 14 shows the
'relative proportions of the two grdués in terms of attenéing
partigs;: froportionateiy more, ' 26, or 61.9 pér.cenf of the
Canadian respoﬁdeﬁts indicated‘that they go to parties/
dances, while 13, or 27.1 per cent of the.Italiaﬁ sample
indicated that they go ﬁo partieé/dances._ A Chi sguare

value of 12.32 was obtained which was significant at the
. —
p £ .01 level. .
No sigﬁificant difference was found between the
Italian and Canadian respondents .in the area of overnight

trips with female friends.

Bqth the Italian and Canadiaﬁ respondents indicated
that they go to parties witﬁ male f;ieﬁds. However, pro-
portionately more, 13, or 31.0 per cent of the Canadian
respondents indicated that they go to parties with male
friends, while 19f or 40.4 per cent of the Italian respond-

. ents indicated that they never go to parties with m&le
friends: 'A.Chi square value of 9.92 was obﬁaiﬁéd whiéﬁ$was

significant at the p < .01 level.
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" Table 14 -

Participation in Parties and Outings
With Male and‘ﬁemale Friends

. Ttalian Canadian

%)y ... 7.'(%);_
Parties/Dances N o L
.0ften ‘ = _ 27.1 . . 61.9
Scometimes - . 66.7 38.1
Never ) : . 6.2 . =
TOTAL . "100.0 . 100.0
(n=48) - {n=42)

x2(2y=12.32, p < .01

Overnight Trips With Females

Often ' O 4Q2 9.5
Sometimes T 33.3 " 50.0
Never : ‘ 62.5 ‘ 40.5
TOTAL e 100.0 100.0

(n=48) - (n = 42)

- x%(2) =4.56, p. N.S.

Parties With Males :
Often 14,9 31.0

- ‘Sometimes . 44.7 57.1
Never . 40.4 11.9
TOTAL | 100.0 _ 100.0

(E=,47) (5= 42)

x2(2)'=9.92, p < .01

' aMissing observation on going to parties with male friends
for 1 of the Italian respondents. ‘

- ’ -
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Heterosexual Relationships.’

Both the Italian and.Canadian‘respondents were
required to respohd to items dealing with daEing pattérns,
relationships with Boyfriends, and'parental attitudes

toward dating patterns or having a boyfriend.

Dating Patterns and Parental Attitudes.

Table 15 indicates that proportionately more, 34,
or 81.0 per cent of the Canadian respéndents indicated that
tﬁey daﬁe, while proportionately léés, 26, or 55.3 per'cent
of the Italian respondents indicated that they.déte. A Chi

squaré value of 5.52 was obtained. This was significant at

the;p < .05 level,

ProportionaFely-more,'38, or 90.5 per cent of the
Canadiaanespondents indicated that they were allowed to

date, while only 16, or 35.6 per cent of the Italian

respondents indicated that they were allowexl to date. A
Chi square of 25.55 was obtained and was significant at the

P £ .001 level.

No significant differences were found between the

N -

Italian and Canadian sample on items dealing with dating
without parental permission, and if the parental attitude

affects the relationship.

a

2



66 . -

Table 15 s
Dating Patterns and Parental Attitudes T
Italian Canadian
(2) (%)
Do You Date. '
Yes 55.3. . 81.0
No 44.7 19.0
. TOTAL 100.0-a 100.0
, (n =47) {n=42)

X?(1) =5.52, p < .05
: i

Allowed to Date

Yes o . /s

No

TOTAL

35.6 90.5
64.4 9.5
100.0 100.0°

{n=45)"" (n= 42)

XZ (1) =25.55, p'< .001

Date Withouﬁ'Parehtél Permission

- Yes
No

TOTAL

28.9 26.2
71:1 73.8
100.0 o " 100.0
(n =45) (n=42)

¥% (1) =0.00, p. N.S.

Does Parents' Attitude
Affect Relationships
" Often ' .
Sometimes
Never

TOTAL

16.7

29.7
43,3 50.0
27.0 33.3
100.0 d- 100.0
(n=37) {n=42)

X% (2) =1.92, p. N.S.

gy ot .
‘Missing observation

bMissing observation
Italian respondents.

CMissing observation
Italian respondents.

dMissing observation

dating for 1 Italian respondent.

being allowed to date for 3

—~—~

dating without permission for P-

how parental attitude affect !
relationships for 11 Italian- respondents.
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Having a Boyfriend and
" Relationship With Him.

h\ - indiééted in Table 16, no signifidant differences
exist between the Italian'respdﬁdents and £he Canadian N
;eépéndentg in having a Boyfriend, going-on bvernight trips
and|having intiﬁatehrelations.. of the Itaiian respéndeﬁts;
18, or 39.1 per cent indicated they had a boyfriend, while

of the Canadian respondents, 17, or 40.5 per-cent indicated

having a boyfriehd.

It should be pointed out that no real conclusion
nor relationship patterns can be ascertained due to the
insufficient number of responses on the items dealing with

overnight trips and intimate.relations.

Boyfriénds'.Nationality.

As Table 17 indicates, a significaﬁtly higher .
proportion; 13, or ?é.Z per cent of the Italign respondents
indicated having Italian boyfriends. The It;lién-reépond;
ents hagd proportibnately less boyfriends from other

nationalities or from Canadian backgrounds.

Of the.Canadian respondents,'ll,.or 64.7 Qér cent

had boyfriends who were also from Canadién backgrounds.

A Chi square value of 19.56 was cbtained. This was

L

significant at the p < .001 level.



Table 16

Having a Boyfrlend and Relatlonshlp Wlth Hlm
S Italian Canadian-

(8) - o

Have a'Boyfriend , .
Yes ? - . ; 39..1 . 40.5

" No i : . /o e0.9- 59.5
TOTAL - 100.0 a 100.0
o . (n=46) (n=42)

X*(1) =0.00, p. N.S.
Overnight Trlps B .. .. T .
Yes . o T - .~ 5.9

No . ) 100.0 - 9a.1
| 1100.0 100.0 -
T (n— 18)® (n=17)"
. X (1) >0.00, p."N.s.
. ‘ R
44.4 23.5
) 55.6 ’ 76.5
100.0° 100.0
(n+18)° (n= 17) ¢
2'(1) =0.90, p. N.S.
- MlSSlng observation on hav1ng a boyfrlend for 2 Ttalian
- respondents. (
bM1531ng observation on overnight trips for 30 Italian .
respondents and for 25 Canadian respondents. -

?Missing observation on intimate relations for 30 Italian
respodndents and for 25 Canadian respondents.

o)

AnE e
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Boyfriends' Nationality

-

Italian - © * Canadian’
. (%) . . (%)
' Capadian 16.7 64.7
‘tt&lian -~ 72.2 -
Other ° o 11.1 . 35.3
. TOTAL 100.0 100.0 3
(n=18) (n=17)

x2(2) =19.56 p < .001

aMissiné observation on_bqyfriends"nafionality for .30 of
the Italian. responderdts and for 25 of the Canadian respond-

ents.

o

Parental Approval and Attitudes o s

on Havihg Boyfriends

. As Tableala‘i;dicates,‘no significant differences

-

were discovered on the items requesting if mothers and

fathers approved of the respondents‘having‘boyfriends and

- "

e . 4 “ . .. - .
- 1if the parents' attitudes toward the respondents' boyfriends

and whether the parents' attitudes toward the respondents'

X 'boyfriends would affect the'relationship.

! LS

- - -

t

of £he'Iﬂafian resgondents, 9,, or 69.2'§er cent

indicated that their mothefs'approved of theiréhaviné a boy-

PP T ‘ .o .
friend, while 5, or 41.7 per cent indicated that their

.. fathers approvediof their having a boyfrie

X -
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! Table 18
Parental ﬁpproval and Attitudes
‘on Having Boyfriends

Italian Canadian

. (%) (2) .

Mother Approves _ _

‘Yes "69.2 193.3

No 30.8 6.7

' & - -

TOTAL 100.0 a 100.0
o (n=13) (n=15)"

x?(1) =1.36, p. N.S.

Fathe},Approves

Yes
No

Fl

\

< 41.7 78.6
58.3 21.4
100.0 * "100.6
(n=12)" (n=14)°

x2(I) =2.32, p. N.S.

If Parents' Attitudes Affect

~ Relationships With Boyfriends

Often
‘Sometimes
Never

TOTAL

27.8

23.5

38.9 41.2
33.3 . 3503
'100.0 o 100.0
(n=18) (n=17)°¢

2(2) =0.08, p. N.S.

aﬁissiné observation on mothers approving of having a boy-

friend for 35 of the Italian respondents and for 27 of the

Canadian respondents.

leSSlng observation on fathers approving of having a boy-
friend for 36 of the Italian respondents and for 28 of the

Canadian respondents.

cMissing observatfiion on parental attitudes and how they
affect relationshifps with boyfriends for 30 of the Italian

respondents and for 25 of the Canadian respondents.
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Of the Canadian respondents, 13,_5::93.3 per cent

.indiéated-that their mothers approved Gf their hayiné a

.b6yﬁriend, while;il. or 78.6 p%r cen£ gf their faihers.-‘
aﬁproved of their haQing a-boyf;iend. _ '_ . ‘:.I

]

Of the Italian respondents, 5, or 27.8 per cent

indicated,that, their parents' attitudes affect relationships
with boyfriends. Of the Canadian respondents, 4, or 23.5

per cent .indicated that their parents' attitudes affect _

relationships with boyfriends. -

Attitudes on Intimate Relations.

The respondents were asked to indicate their _

attitude on having intimate relations. No significant
differences were noted between the Italian and Canadian v

respondents, as shown in'Table 19, except for item f£.

A significantly higher proportion of the'Canadian

fespondéﬁts[ 8, or 19.0 per cent, COmpared to 2, or 4.2

bl

per cent of the Italian reépondehts indicated that having‘

+

"intimate relations would bring them closer to their boy-
. friend. A 'Chi square value of 3.63 was obtained which was

significant at the p < .05 level.’

-
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Table 19

— Respondents' Attitudes on Intimate Relations

Italian Canadian

Yes ° Yes
(%) R £ 9 R
{n =48) ° (n=42)
(a) It's wrong to have inter- o
course before marriage - . . - 70.8 52.4
(b} My boyfriend will lose _ }
respect for me© S 22.9 R 21.4
(c) Afraid to get pregnant - . 58.3 -+ 69.0
(d@) Afraiﬂ_taihurt ﬁy parenés ‘ N 58.3 © . 66.7
(e} I do not want friends and - _ o
relatives to talk’ ) 27.1 ‘ 1.0
(f) It will bring my boyfrlend e
o and‘I closer* o 4.2 19.0
(g) It's a “ good th‘i’ng to , &
'~exper1ment w1th and - e L
experlence 2.1 14.3
%h) I have not thought about it 10.4 T 14,030

-y

s *y2(1) =3.63, p < .05,

_ ‘ - .
In this section of the chapter, the Italian and’

_Canadian girls' responses to the guestionnaire items dealing -
with peer group relations ané'parenimadolescent relation-

ships will be reportéd._

n

A numbef of items on the questlonnalre were related

-

to peer. group relatlons and parent—adolescent relatlonshlps

for the two subject populatlons, namely, Itallan and

= s
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Canadian-adolescént girlé; Chi squafé analysis of these |
items'reyealedfﬁ number of items that were significantly
.different for the two groups, and cdnvefBely,ad number ‘ !
of areas or items whéfe,no significant differehéeé appear
to exist. . ' , | ‘, ;

~

Peer Group Relations

. Friends Having Opportunities
to Make Decisions.

As Table 20 indicates, proportionately more of the

Itaiian-fespondents indicated that their Canadian friends

~on their

had a greét_deal and much more opportunity to make decisions
pwh; Furthermore proportionately more of the

Canadian respondents viewed their Canadian friends aé having
the saﬁe opportﬁnities to make decisions on their own. A '

Chi,squafe value of 36.95 was obtained. This was signifi-

cant at thé P £ .001 level. ' ‘

A significantly higher proportion of the Italian |

respondents indicated that their -other friends (neither
, ) |
Italian nor Canadian) had a great deal more opportunity. to

make decisions on their own, while proportionately more of

‘the Canadian resﬁqndents indicated that their other friendsl
.(neither Italian nor Canadian) had the same opportunities ’

. !
to make decisions on their own as they did. A Chi square -

of 15.61 was obtained. This waé significant at the'p < .01

-

level. . o - _ ‘u_
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Friends Having Opportunities s o ';':pef'
to Choose Their Own Clothes. .

As shown in Table 21, proportlonately more of the
Itaixan respondents indicated that their Canadian friends
chose their own clotheg _a great deal and much more than
they did. Purthermore, proportxonately more of the Canadian
respondents viewed their Canadlan frlends as havxng the same
opportunities ‘as they did to chioose thexr own clothes. A

Chi square value of 26.88 was obtained. This was signifi-

. cant at the-p < .00l level.

A Signifieantiy higher proportion ef the Italian
;eependents indicated that their other friends (neither
Italian nor Canadian) had a great deal and nuch more |
opportunlty to choose their own clothes than’ they digd, whlle
proportionately more of the Canadian respondents 1hd1cated |
that their other friendsvinelther Italian nor Canadian) had
éhé same opportunities to choose their own clothes‘as they

. did. A Chi square valuetof 20.79 was obtained. This was

significant at the p < .001 level.

Friends Dating.

Table 22 indicates that proportionately more of the
ITtalian respondents indicated that their Canadian friends
date a great deal more and much more than they do, while
proportionétely more of the Canadian respondents indicated

that they date very little and not at all more than their
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Canadian friends. A Chi square value of 20.27 was obtained.

- This was significant at zhe p < .001 level.

Friends Going to Parties/Dances.

Tabie 23 shows that a signifiéantly highcf.proppr-
tion of the Itq;;ap respondents indic&tqd that théif' )
Canadian friénds‘go to pérties/dances a great deal more, ‘
while préportionately less of the Cana&ian respohdents
iéﬁicated that their Canadian friends go to parties/dances
more thaﬁ.tﬁey do. A Chi square value of 30.37 was

obtained. This was significant at the p < .001 level. -

Conversely, proportionately more of the Canadian
respondents‘indicated that their other friends (neither
Italian nor Canadian)} go to parties/dances not at all more
than they do; A Chi square value of 11.35 was obtained;

This was significant at the p < .01 level.

-~

Friends Going on Outings.

> Table 24 indicates that proportionately more of

the Italian respondents indicated that their Canadian
friends goron,outings a lot more than they do, while pro-
portisnately more of the Canadian respondents indicated
that their Canadian friends go on 6utings not at all more
than they do. A Chi square value of 30.47 was obtaiﬁed.

This was significant at the p < .00l level.'

—
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A significantly hiqher'propoftion of the Italian~
respondcnts_indicated that their other frionds tnéi?hcr'
Italian nor Casadian) go on outings a lot more than they

do, whlle proportionately more of the Canadian rcspondents

" '1nd1catcd that their other friends (ncithcr Italian nor

Canadlan) go on outings more than they do. A Chi square
value of 25.87 was obtained. This was significant at the -

P < .001 levecl.

Friends Participating in
' Extracurrlcular Activities.

As shown in Table 25, no sxgnlflcant dlfferenccs

*

were found between the Italian and Canadlan respondents

and thelr other frlends (neither Italxan nor Canadian)

having extracurrlcular activities. -

'Problematic Situations Between the
Respondents and Their Friends.

-
~

Tﬁe'respondents were asked to respond to various
items Whlbh might cause problems between them and their
friends. No significant differences were noted between the

Italian _and. Canadlaﬁnrespondents, except for the item on 8

.spending money. As Table 26 shows, a 51gn1flcant1y higher

proportion of the Canadian respéndents, 3, or 7.1 per cent
indicated having ﬁery much more, and 10, or 23.8 per.cent

indicated having some problems with their friends about
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spending money. A Chi square value of 7.02 was obtainpd;

This was significant at the p < .05 lével._
L] e '

Parent-Adolescent Relationshibs

Problematic Situations Between the
Respondents and Their Parents.

The respohdents\wereasked-to reépond to various
items which‘might cause ﬁfoblems bétwaen them and their
.parents. No signifiqant'differences were noted between the
Italian and Canadién respondents, exceptfoh the‘item about

not being able to date at all. A ’

‘ As Table 27 shows, proportionately mofe,.iZﬁ or 25.0
" per cent of the Italian respondents indicated haviﬁg v?ry
much difficulty in not being able to date atfall, than the
Canaaian respondents. A Chi sqﬁare value of 10.45 Qas
obtained. This was significant at tﬁe p < .001 ieve}l

.

Wanting to Change Family Rules.

The respondents were asked to respond to various
items related to family rules which they might want to
change. No significant differences were noted between the
Italian and Canadian respondents, except on the item about

not being, able to date at all.-
- J
Table 28 indicates that proportionately more, 23,
AN

or 50.0 per cent of the Italian respondents indicated
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Table 28
Wanting to Change Family Rules_
_ Italian Canadiap :
. [} ‘
. "Yes No es No- Total
' 5 (®) (%) |° (%) (%} (%)}
Not being able ot - e
to date at all* 50.0 '50.0 9.5 90.5 100.0
The time I must. :
return home 50.0 50.0 | 54.8 45.2 100.0
Having friends ' o
visit . 6.5 93.5 7.1 2.9 100.0
Having parties. 26.1  73.9| 28.6 71.4 100.0
Going.out for .
entertainment 41.3 58.7 28.6 71.4 100.0
Spending money 19.6 80.4 14.3 85.7 100.0
) I = {2: 46)
C=(n=42)

= S .
Missing observations:

money. .

*x?(1) =15.06, p < .001.

~

2 for dating, curfew, having

A

- friends visit, having parties, entertainment and spending



07
waﬁiing to change the family rule about not béing able to
- ,ﬁate atfall, tpﬁé did the Canadian~}espondeqts; A;Chi
squaﬁe value of 15.06 was obtéined. rFiis was significant
- _ at the p i .001 1evel; r;/
o N ‘ ' "

Breaking Family Rules.

Table 29 shows that a significantly higher_propor;
tion, 19,'0r 39.6 per:cent éf the Italian respondents have
indicéted that theyﬁhave bquen_the family rule on n;t being
able ﬁo date ét ali, thaﬁ proportionately less; 6, or i4.3
per cent of the Canadian reépondents. a Chi square value

Of 5.94 was obtained. This was significang at the p < .01

level..

4

Proportionateiy mbre, 35, or 83.3 per cent of the
Canadian respondents have indicated'that they have broken
the family rule on' the time.they must return home, while
proportionatély less, 25, or 52.1 per ceﬁt of the italian
respondents have' broken this rule. A Chi Sqﬁare Yalue of
8.49 was obtained:A This was significant at the p < .01

s level. . . . ]

. N : - i
Occurrence of Conflict and
Conflict Resolution.

- o .
As Table 30 indicates, 23, or 47.9 per cent of

" the Italian respondents, and 20, or 47.6 per cent of the

Canadian respondeﬁts reported that confliét does occur with

EREEE g 4



Table 29

: Bréaking Family Rules
How Often -Rules Are Broken
Reason for Not Breaking Family Rules

Italian | Canadian
. | .Yes No'| Yes No  Total
-Breaking Rules (8) (%) (3) (%) (%)
Not being able to . o :
date at all* . 39.6 60.4| 14.3 85.7 100.0
" The time I must :
return home** 52.1 47.9| 83.3 16.7- 100.0
Having friends visit 12.5 87.5| 14.3 85.7  100.0
Having parties : 10.4 89.6; 14.3 85.7 100.0
Going out for D :
entertainment - 33.3 66.7] 23.8 76.2 100.0 .
Spending money . 22.9 77.)] 16.7 83.3 100.0
*x%(1) =5.94,,p < .01 - I=(n=48)
**ky2(1) =8.49, p'< .01 | C=(n=42)
Frequency of ) Italian Canadian
Breaking Rules (%) (%)
Frequently 14.7 2.7
Occasionally - ‘ 17.6 16,2
Rarely \\\J . : 67.6 81.1
TOTAL ‘ 100.0 a 100.0
: {n = 34) {(n=237)
Reason £ Not ' ~Italian Canadian
Brgakingdgfles (%) (%)
Afraid to huri parents / 54.3 65.4
Did not wanf friends or
relatives to talk _ ‘ 5.7 3.8
Did not have the nerve ' 28.6 14.3
Other ' 11.4 7.7
TOTAL > 100.0b 100.0 b
"~ {n=35) (n = 26)

aMissing observations on the frequency of breaking rules
for 14 Italian respondents and for 5 Canadian respondents.

bMissing observations on not breaking rules for 16 Italian
respondents and for 16 Canadian respondents.
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Table 30
> ’ : =
~ Occurrence of Conflict and
- " Conflict Resolution
-~ .
s N .- .
Italian Canadian
. (%) (%)
Serious Conflict o .
Yes 47.9 . 47.6
No ) 52.1 ' _ 52.4
) TOTAL 100.0 . . 100.0
(n=48) (n=42)

x2(1)’'=0.00, p. N.S.

Conflict Resolution
Mom/Dad spoke to me

- Mom/Dad hit me |
Relatives talked to me
Prieét spoke to‘me.
Other '

TOTAL

a

60.9 90.0
30.4 5.0
4.4 -
4.3 5.0
—
100.0 a 100.0
, (n=23) (n=20)

x%(3).=5.86, p. N.S.

aMissing observations on conflict resolution for 25 of the
Italian respondents and for 22 of the Canadian respondents.

£
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their parents. However, there was no significant statisti-
cal difference between ‘the two groups.

<

Relationship Between'Pérental;Rulésfgﬁd
the Respondents' Ordinal Position:

The respondents were asked to respond to variogf//f
items which'ﬁight cause problems between themselves’gﬂé the
parenﬁai rules, regardless of the actuairordiﬁél position
they held in their family. No significant differences were
noted between the Italian.qnd:Canadian'iespondénts except,
as TaBlé_3l shows, on the items goncerniqg not being able
to date at all, having parties,.andfgoing out for enteru.

tainment.

'Not Being Able to Date At All.

A significantly highe: p;oportion; 21, or 43:8‘
per cent of the Italian respondents indi&ated having diffi-
cuities; while only 3, or 7.1 pér cent of the Canadian '
respondents indicated having difficulties in not being able
to date at all as a résﬁlt of their ordinal position iﬁ the
family. A Chi square valﬁe of 18.09 was obtained. Thié was

significant at the'p < .001 level.

Having Parties.

Proportionately more of the Italian respondents

and less of the Canadian respondents indicated Having
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difficulties in having parties as a result of their ordinal’
position. A Chi square value of 7.28 was obtained. This
_was significant at the p < .05 level.

4

Going Out for Entertainmeﬁt.

- Finally, propo;tiongtely mb:e of the Ttalian
respondents, and'canVerseli, proporéionately less of thé'
Canadian respondents indicated having a.great deal of diffi-
culty in going out foﬁ entertainment. A Chi équare#value

of 7.46 was obtained. This was significént at the p < .05

. level.

Further analysis on the actual ordinal position held
in the family revealed a significant diffé;enég in the
cldest categor&. Proportionatély more, 16, or 55.2 per cent
of the Italian respondents, and proportionately less, 2, or
13.3 per cent of the Canadian respondents ipdicated that
being the oldest in the fémily‘affects them with dating. A

Chi square value of 8.12 was obtained. This was significant

at the P < .05 level. ' -

f"



CHAPTER V . E ‘

1

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

Before entering into 'a discussion ‘of how the data
analysed in Chapter Iviapp;iéd to the Reééarch ﬁypotheses;
this researcher established the cofrelatioh between;thg
information on Italian_immigfant; pfesénted in the Rgview
of the Literature and the parents of the Italian adolescent
i respéndents through the results of the demqgraphic data
obtained from the.questionnaire. This data indicates that:

(a) A significant éroportion ehigréted fr;m

\' Ehe.Mezzogiorno (Southern Italy);ll‘

(b) Although the vast majority of parents have
. a good.command of the English language,
they speak mainly ITtalian in the home,

particular the mothers (while English is

Predominantly spoken amongst the chi}dren); and

llA breakdown of the findings of the gquestionnaire
"reveals that 8, or 17.0 per cent of the mothers, and 7,or
15.6 per cent of the fathers came from Northern Italy;
while 13, or 27.7 prer cent of the mothers, and 17, or 37.8
per cent of the fathers came from Central Italy; and 26, or
55.3 per cent of the mothe’s, and 21, or 46.7 per cent of
the fathers came from other provinces south of Rome. -~

' i
~ 3
—

93
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‘(c) The majority have lower socio-economic
status, since most are unskilled, with
minimal education.

This correlation is assumed to be suﬁfiéient to .substantiate

'the_app;ication of material on the Southern Italian cultural

value system, gathered in other research, to this study.

"The researcher therefore applies this inférmaﬁioﬁ
directly to the Italian sample empldyed’iﬁ‘fﬁis'gtudy, as it
explains the soﬁroerf cultural conflict which the Italian '
adolescent may experience due to her having'to aéhieve the
developmental tasks of maturation in a progressi&e society,

while living under the 4raditional restrictions of her family.

The Research ﬁypotheses of this study will now be
examined to explore the extent to which the Italian girls
perceive 5£ experience difficulties at home and/dr in the
community-at-large, as compared EB the Canadian sampie

group. The hypotheses were designed to examine the

restrictions imposed on her by her parents in the areas of

vocational interests, social life and heterosexual relation-
ships, with the ultimate goal of ascertaining the degree
to which parental. controls diminish her autonomy and

independence.

-

R e Tt
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Research Hypothesis:#1. ) e —

 Family Rules and Restrictions . .- - - __—
for Adolescentd Girls ' : : .

Vocational Interests:
Both the Italian and Canadian samples indicate that
they want to complete Grade 12 or 13, cdmmuhity,college or

university, and did not indicate parental restrictions to

. their educational asplratlons. Thué, %he research shows.a
'trend towards Itallan girls remalnlng in school and pursu1ng
post secondary school education. The Italian and Canadlan
samples are both ach;evement—or ented; although they did
express a desire to mérri,'educauion and career goals were

equally important to them, as evidenced in Table 10, " .

A study carried out by Danziger (1971) corroborates
. a .

this researcher's findings. His study of Italian male

AN
Vo

adolescents revealed that there was no significant difference
in the educatibnal .aspirations between the High and Lowt&
Acculturation sample.' In both groups significantly . more

. aspired to‘go uo“unive;sity,'followed by those who wanted

to complete grade 12 or 13, and finally by those who

wanted to complete grade 12 or less. - Further, a‘:significant
proportlon of the boys in both samples aspired to profe551onal

occupations, followed by those who wanted -to pursue skilled .

occupations, and finally by those who wanted unskilled

Y
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occupations: Danziger's analysis of the respondents®

| . B }p ‘ : | o6
mothers'indicated that the majoritf of them wanted their

sons to have post-secondary school education; the - -

remalnder wanted thelr sons to complete high school

J

Although the preeent study does ﬂot discern or
split the Ttalian sample into hiéh or ipw acculturation
groups, similar fihdiﬁgs have reehltedf' a higher proportion
of the respon&entsuespire to post-eecondary echool edhcation,
followed by those who asplre to complete high school and
both groups 1nd1cate that thelr parents concur, Thus, |
this researcher concludes that the Itallan respondents
have high educatlonal and career goals and are achievement-
oriented.

. Social Life:

Aithough the Italian éample did partioipate in extra-
curricular activities, they perticigated pfoportionately |
1less than the Canadian sample. It should also be noted thet
proportionetely more of the Italian.sample did not participate
in extrecurricﬁlar activities at all, indicéting parental -
restrictions on social activities, as opposed to the

Canadian sample who indicate less restrictions.

The findihgs.also show that although the Italian
=

gample éid go to parties and dances with male and female
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friends, on the whole they socialized proportionately
less than their Canadian cbunterparts. Furthermore,
proportionately more of the Italian sample did not go to.

parties and dancés at all, indicating that Italian parents

- . -
place restriction“on socializing.*
. v . . \
This study reveals that the Italian adolescents

were not restricted in choosing their own‘clothes; aé*cqm-
pared to the Canadian sample. Both Italian and Canadiaﬂﬁr
girls earn money and not only keep it; but make their.own
decisions on how to spend-théir earnings. Tﬁe findings

" also indicate, however, that‘proportibnately more I;aiian
respondents did not eérn their own money, which leaﬁs one
»to suspect‘that perhaps the Italian respondents are not
interested in working, or that Italian parents restrict
their daughters from working.' It is interesting to. note
that the Italian girls are not expected to give their
earninés to their parents; perhaps the parents feel that
having the girls keep their earnings will enable them to
have cash for sundry purposes while attending school.

In order to discerﬁ whether the customary practice of

" giving one's earnings to the parents is changing, a study
would have to be done for Italian girls who work full-

time.

97
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Heterosexual Relatlonshlps-'

The research findings reveal that the Italian
~respondents are 1ndeed restricted in belng allowed to date, .
by comparison to the CanadianAeample group, who not only
date but' are also allowed to date 51gn1f1cantly more. than

those Itallan glrls who indicate that they can go.on dates.

~

A small number of Italian and Canadlan glrls-lndlcate
that they have boyfrlends. Generally, Italian glrle ﬂave
Italian boyfriends, whlle the Caaadian girls have CanadianlL
boyfriends. The Italian and Canadian respondents who have
boyfriends indicate that their parents approve. fhe
researcher assumes; however, that although a small proportlon

of the Itallan respondents date and have boyfrlends, the

vast majority are still not allowed to date at all.

- S A \
Generally, both the Italian and Canadian respondents

still adhere to a traditional value ‘system with respect to

-

. having intimate sexual relations. the only variance appears
in the Canadian sample, who ihdicate that they believe

having intimate relations will bring them closer to their
boyfriends.

Research Hypothesis #2.

Peer Group Relations

The research findings indicate that the Canadian
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friends both from Canadian and other etknic
background other than-Itélian), hav? the same opportunities-
as_they do tp: (a) ﬁake their own deciéions; (b)lchoose
their own ciothes} {c) go-to parties and/or dances; and
.
.jd)-gq on outingst
The Italian respondents indicateé that their Italian
friends have the same opportunities as they do, While their'
nadian friends and friends from other ethnic backgrophds
uijkher than Italian) have much moré opportunity to: (a)
make their'own decisions; (b) choose their own clotheé;
.(c)Adate; (d) go to parties and/or dances; and (e) go on
ogtings. . “~
The -research findings have led the researcher to
deduce that the Italian respondents have*more curtailmeqt
rules placed upon them by their parents. Howeéver, conflicts
at home, in the'areag of social life and heterosexual relations,
although they do exiét are minimal, since the Italiaﬁ
respondents' friends in the neigﬁbourhood and at school
are also Italian and therefore have similar oéportunities
and restrictionsin social and héterosexual relationships.
This reéearcher.assumes, however,.that the Italian respondents.
would have indicated more perceivéd conflict i? the home if

they had more restrictions than their Italian friends.
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This researcher further deduces that the'Italién
_,Qeef droup acts as a buffer for the Italian giri as it
énables her to feel less conflict if she perceives other
girlé (Canadians or ethnicegroups othgrﬂthan Italian) as
having moré freedom in thé areas of sociél life and hetero-

sexual relations. She, therefore, is less inclined to

-
pr g

question the legitimacy of her parents’ restrictions, which
results in less cﬁltﬁral conflict in the home. Thus, it

is not surprising to discover that problematic situations
between_the Italian respondents and their friends afe:
minimal. h

The Canadian respondents, however, find decisions

on spending money to be problematic. This researcher
assumes that since proportiénately more of the Canadian -
respondents do earn money, that they have more funds at
_their disposal, 'and in turn feel pressure to comply with

their friends on how to spend it.

.Research -Hypothesis #3.

Parent-Adolescent Relationships

As’'is indicated by this study, Italian parents have
strong rules restricting their daughters from attending

parties and going out for entértainment, since these two

activities may involve fraternizing with the opposite sex

-
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without a chaperone. This‘researcher assumes'that the
parents feel that unsupervised social activities with boys
may tarnish théir_daughfer's reputation . in the community-
at-large and bring shame to the family. Howevér, although
the parents enforce restrictions in theuabove;noted areas,:
the study indicates that the adolescent's aiso feel
adversély affected by restricti;;;\ia—thé,aréas of hetero-
sexual =" relationships, namelj,'not being able to date at all.

- On the othér hand, their Canadian counterparts
indicate that théy have the freedom to attend.pa;ties, go
out for entertainﬁént, and go out on dates. . Tﬁ;y do,
however,fexpress h;ving difficulties with parental curfew

regulations. .
O

o

Research Hyphothesis #4.

. Adolescents' Desire to Change
Family Rules -

_The Italian respdndents indiééte that the only
fami;y rule they would want to change is the one which
restricts them from dating at all. Conﬁersgly, the Canadian
respondents do not feel a need £0‘change this rule in their

home, since they have less restrictions placed on them

by their parents.

This researcher assumes that if the Italian parents’'
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R restrictien on‘datingfwere to be relaxed, that the&issﬁe ) ’
“of curfew would become the primary confliet between the
Itallan adolescent and her parents, in other words, in all
likelihood ‘the Itallan respondents would socialize more -
and would want to stay out longer, as was the case with

the Canadian sample. It was further assumed, however, that

the Italian parents would not relent on curfew time.

Research Hypothesis #5.

Breaking.Family Rules | ' ) N
‘ - : . .

The Italian respondents indicate that they have
broken family rules not allowing them to date at all
propertionately more tﬁan the Canadian respondents who,
in turn, have brokenAfémily'rules on curfew. It is not
surprising thae the Canadian respondents have broken the
curfew rule since the findings reveallthey are allowed to
date proporsionately more than the Italian respondents
and would therefore want to stay out lohger. This researcher
assumes that the Italian respondents will in all likelihood

break the dating rule by inventing excuses to get out of

the house to neet theit dates.

Conflict over family rules in both groups and conflict
resolution are generally handled in similar ways: that is,

the parents speak to the adolescents about the conflict
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situation. The study indicates, hdwever,'that Italian

parents have a téndency to use physical punishment as well.

Both the Italian and Canadian respondents did not
indicate having broken any familyirules in the areas of

vocational interests.

esearch HyPResis $6.

Affects of the Adolescent's Ordinal
Position . in the Family

-

The findings of this study.reveal‘that Italian
respondents do indeed have difficulties in the areas of social
and heterosexual felationships due to their orainal position
in the family; specifically, in the areas of not being able

*  to date at all having partles, and going out for entertaln—

d’n@nt .'Tﬁé Canadian respondents have less difficulty in these
areas since they dq not face restrictions to any great

¥
extent.

— The Italian resbondents indicate that being the
. [ '

eldest child in the family negatively affects their dating.

This researcher assumes that Italian parents keep strict

——

rules in this area due to their traditional value sysﬁem
o and the Italian‘respbndents"admissions of wanting to change
" the rplés about dating. Specificali}; dating was not
exercised in the parent generation. Most marriages were

-arranged and young unmarried women could jjly socialize with
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- men whom they were engaéed fo marry, and then only under
the tutelage of a chaperone.. Thus their beliefs hold
strong fof their older chiléren; hoﬁévér, iﬁ is QSSumed
that if £hey were to relax'thesrulés'dh aating SOmeﬁhat,
that in all llkellhOOd the younger 51b11ngs would have less

severe restrictions.

- Summary

' The ge;ults of'thé'demographic déta obtained fromj
the questionnaire with respect to the parents of -the Itélian
sample (i.e., the ﬁome life); corroborated the information
‘on Italian-immigrants presented in the Review of the Litera—.“
Literature.. Turther, the sfudy indicated that the Itélian
adolescent girls selected for the research may experience -
cultural conflict. The six hypotheses discussed the Italian
girls' perceptions of parental controls or restrictions
which may lead to this conflict as compared to the Canadiah
adolescent sample group in order to ascertain the degree

to which parental controls diminish the autonomy and

*

independence of the Italian adolescent girl.

Hypothesis #l1 discussed Famlly Rules and

Restrlctlons for Adolescent Girls separately for the three'

areas of vocational 1nterest5, social 1life and heterosexual -

relationships. In the area of vocational interests, it was
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found théf”the Italian and Canadian samples are both
achievemént-ériented; and that although'ghey did express a
desire td marry, eduacation and g%reer goals were equally
important. ﬁith respect. to social life, it was found that
Italian girls had more restrictions on their social actié-
ities than did the Canadian sample, and furthér, the
Italiah.girls‘were ho; restricted in choosing their own
clothes or earning money, however, less Italian girls"

did actually earn money-asfcompd¥ed.to_Canadjan,gif]s;_I . o
when they did, %hey were not required to turn their earnings
over to their parents, as was customary in the past. The
findings revealed that the Italian respondents were signi-

ficantly. more restricted in dating than the:Canadian sample.

»

Although é small proportion of the Italian rQSPOndents
indicatea that they do date, the vast majority are still .
not allowed to date at all. Generally, both £he Italian
and Canadién fespondents a&here to traditional values with
respect to intimate sexual relations; the onlf variance

appeared with the Canadian sample, who indicated that they

N
thought having intimate relations with their boyfriends

would bring them closer.

Hypothesis #2 discussed Peer Group Relations and .
concluded. that the Italian peer group acts as a buffer and
that the Italian girl is less inclined to question -her

parents’ restrictions since her Italian friends also have
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‘the same restrictions.. Ti'1e Canadian respondents found

!
- » . /- . .
decisions on spending money to be more problematic.

Hypothesis #B:discussed’Adolescgnt—Parent'Relation-

ships. Although the Canadian sample indicated that they
had”the freedom to attend pérties, to go'out_for_entertainQ
ment and to date, they did express difficulties witﬁ respect
"to curfew regulations. The Italian sample indicated that
althouéh they were also regtricteécfrom.attending parties
and going out for entertainment, that the strict curtailment

rules -on dating, namely, not being able to date at all,

posed the most serious problem.

Hypothesis #4 discussed the Adolescents' Desire to
Change Family Rules and it was found that the only rule that

the Italian girls wanted to changé was the one prohibiting

dating, and it was therefore concluded that this was the

primary cause for cultural conflict in the home. The
Canadian sample did not feel the need to change this rule
since they did no£ have this restriction themselves. They
did, however, feel that their parents' curfew limitation
was problematic; the Italian girls did not consider this

a problem as they did not haye the freedom to go out with

their friends or on dates.

"

Hypothesis #5 discussed Breaking Family Rules, and

it was found that while the Canadian girls were more likely

to break the family rules on curfew, the Italian girls were
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mofe likely to break the dating rule by inventing excuses

to get eht of the house to meetftheir dates.

*

The final hypothesis, Hypothesis #6, discussed the

Affects of the Adolescent's Ordinal Position in the Family
and the'fina;ngs indicated that the Italian respondents'
parents were more rigid with their older'daughters with
-respecﬁ tohdating, heving parties and goiné out for enter-
'teinment.‘ | ' )

In the next chapter, Conclusions and Recommendatlons,

the lmpllcatlons of the responses to the hypotheses will be

explored, in terms of How they affect the adolescent's

growth towards‘autonomy.

L3



CHAPTER VI~ ' ~

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions : . &

4

-The findings of this study maintain that the need
for*independence is cruc1al to the consolidation of the
human personallty. Does an Italian girl ever really
separate. from the dicéates of her parents' belief system?
A person's self identification involves acquifiﬁg a sense
of who one is. During adolescence'a girl must acquirg a
"sense of identity --Who Am I?" (Efikson, lQ@Q),.and must
further differentiate from her culture, but on her culpure's
terms (Friedenberg, 1959). .Furthermore, a girl's body |
image is conceptualized within her cultural and familial
definitions (Kovar, 1968). However, the Italian—Caqadian
girl is confronted with two sets of expectations and value
- systems. She needs and wants to be acceptedrboth by her
parents, and by her peers and the community-at-large. I
However, what might be acceptable as a mode of dress,
datlng requirements, acqu151t10n of male frlends, etc‘

in the greater community is not always acceptable in her’

home,

108 )
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Is an Italian girl %ealié able to emotionally . v
emancipate herseif from the dictates of her culture? Or
does she function exterhally;lwith acqeptable cades of
behaviour, but remain in iimbo:or‘in rolé diffusion

internally?

4 -

The findings of this study indicate that the

-

Italian-Canadian adoiescent'gifllhas.incprporated into her
value system the importance_of 5cquiring an educa?ion.

This is not surprising since 'it’ is imperatiée to obtain
“high edﬁcational status and/or speciélizéd educafion in a
technological society. Thus the Italian adoleséent girl.

has been indoctrinated by the school con the importance of
. an education. As demonétrated in this study, the Italian
parents have high educational aspirations for ‘their

daughters. These conclusions suggest that both the parents

and the Italian adolescents are achievement-oriented.

 Ihese findihgs are not entirely'surp;iéing.

Generally, the Italian parents_ieft Italy in pursﬁit of a-
Vbetter lifestyle abroad. Most bften, due to their minimal
éﬁucation and-laék_of.language proficiency, they gabe up
their shovels in Italy only to become an aimy of unskiiled
workers in North America; the plot of land.which they
wéfked{in Italy has been replacéd by the factory in Canﬁda.
Héwevef, the parents have learned that through educatioﬁ a

better lifestyle can be obtained. Further, the parents see

[
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that-the acquiSitibn of an education is not a pri&ilege
- afforded to the elite, as was oftén the case in their
homeland. Thus,-acquiringlan edudation is ho.longer
viewed as a threat to family solidarity.® Rather, having

their daughters obtain a higher education implies acquiring

~

status for the family, which in turn enhances.not only the

-

paéents' position, but the qirl's future és weil.

‘Howeﬁer, as.previously,pointed dut, Skiansky (1969)
contends that by late adolescence girls generally have
difficulties in‘chqosingrlifé plané. The present stﬁdy
concurs with this concépt in a global sense and furthér
postu%ates the question\of how tension—free-the Italian
adolescent girl's décisioh to pursue post-secondary .
Qducation might be. Will the parents, in reality, allow the
girl to pursugfher'educational aspirations, or will they try
to discourage her when they realize.the time and financial
resources needed to obtain that education. Will the ‘Ttalian:
adolescent girl be internally torn when she is coﬁpelled to
decide be£ween'indi§idualistic goals and her familial
wishes (e;g.;(éoiﬁg out to work to supplement her family's
income oxr ge?ting married and having Fhildren at a young

\
age)? .

-

The study findings revealed that some of the Ttalian

—p—
adolescent girls had extracurricular-.activities, were

© allowed to earn and spend money, choose their own clothes,

Y
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etc.. The changes in g;aﬂting more autonomy and therefore
-lessening of controlé"coneur with Cronin's (1970) findings;
most changes occur in areas_which least infringe on the
parents' values. Generally, however,'restrietions in

-

egcial life and heterosexual relationships are still noted.

" The Italian girls are restricted in dating, going out for 5
entertainment and going on eutings. The acqeisition of -

'autonomy through the process of emotional disengagement from
parental domination-e-in being able to cheose aﬁd make deci-

sions for appropriate socialization -—is being thwarted for

girls of Italian parentage.

Italian parents still uphold their traditional_views
in the afeas‘of social life and heterosexual relationships
and malntaln strict curtallment rules, particularly in,
the areas where soc1al act1v1t1es and involvement with the
opposite sex predominate. Thus Italian’adolescent girls are
faced with a lack of autonomy in the areas of social life
and heterosexual reletionships. They are nevertheleee aware
of the degree to which their non-Ttalian Canad%an peers who
live in the same neighbourhood or attend the same schools
are allowed to socialize and date. It is concluded,'then,

that this "double standard" may lead to cultural conflict

for the Italian-Canadian adolescent girl.
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Implication for Social Work

- Due to the éharaqte:istic emotional turmoil brought

about through the transitional nature of adolescence, it is

not surprising that many ﬁherapists find adolescents diffi-

cult or taxing in a therapeutic relationship. ' The adolescent

must achieve'indepenaence‘from her fémily‘énd consolidate
her‘values and identity;'iowevef, the poténtial problems. are
‘compounded when: the home life is governed‘bf traditional

- Italian mores._'Thué, treatment of an Italian ethnic family

poses added pressd&es in the therapeutic situation.

- Most often the parents’lack Engiish.language profi-
_ciency, thus hémpering efféctive communication, both‘Qith
the therapist and ‘the adolescent. .Fn!ther, the parents
often distrust mental health practitioners and view
.professional assistance as shaméful to themselves and to
the family hdnour, an admiésion.that they cannot.deal with

the situation on their own.

Professional intervention may be called upon if
the adoleséent‘girl does not conform to her parents' expec-
tations. The' therapist i; then faced with the dilemma of
delineating the t;eaﬁment. lshould the, focus be on helping
the parents work through their.restrictive.values, with the
goal of having them.relinquish, at least to -some degree,
" control of their adolescent daughter, or should the adoles-

cent be encouraged to be more accommodating to her parents’



- ’ ' 113
deménds? Ajready solution or formula for treaﬁhent of an
Italian ethnic familé does not-exist. 1In light of the
findings of this research, it is hoped that an established
method of handling the specific problems faced as a result

. of Italian cultural conflict can be developed,

Recommendations for Future Research _ 1

This stﬁdy deélt with assessing the attitudes of
Italian-Canédian.adolescent girls with respect to the
restrictions ‘'which may exist as a'result of their parents’':
- traditional vélue.syétem. However, it did not includg tﬂe

Italian immigrant parents' attitudes. Thus, future research

could be undertaken to investigate further aspects of the

Italian adolesﬁent girl's attitudes and behaviohrs,'asrwell

¢

as studying the immigrant parents' attitudes, specifically:

(1) Does curtailment of independence for
Italian girls induce acting out
behaviour either at home, at school or
in the community?

(2) Does an Italian girl conform to
parental demands in life plans or
does she sway from parental expecta-
tions? '

(3) Determine the parents' feelings about
adolescent autonomy and how it relates
to their cultural value system.

(4) Stresses the parents feel about
~granting more autonomy to girls.



- (5)

(6)

- -

Whether the parents perceive
that granting greater autonomy
to girls in their family causes
serious conflict within it.

The parents' degreé of receptiveness
to seeking professional help if a

serious conflict should arise between

themselves and their adolescent
daughters.

=114



APPENDIX A

’ . 115
OF WI ND SOR
WINDSOR, ONTARIO N9B 3P4

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 519
2534232

UNIVERSIT

Septenber 9, 1980.

:
H -

Dear Student: -

I am in the process of campleting my Masters of Social Work
Degree at the Unhiversity of Windsor. . . ‘ -

S

. . . .

I am studying teen—age girls in order to obtain their outlook
regarding behaviour and attitudes in the areas of; a) social life,
b) vocational interésts, c) relationships with boys.

T would appreciate if you would be kind enough to complete the
attached "Preliminary:Survey" questionnaire, as it applies to you.

* Thank you very mich for your halp.

Yours sincerely,

Angela Ioconte
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'PRELIMINARY SURVEY

What Schocl do you attend:

What grade are you in? (please check off) GRADE 10: [/ /
Lo Grade 11 /
‘Grade 12: / /

What is your homeroam maber:
What is the language spoken in your home? (please check off)

a) English / /
b) Ttalian' 7 /

c) Other (specify)

In what country was your father borm? (please check off)-

a) Canada [/
b) Italy [/

" c) Other (specify) !

In what country was your nother born? (please check off)

a) Canada /_/
b) TItaly o / /
c) Other (specify)

If you have checkéd off (\/) answers a) or b) for both question 5
and 6, would you be interested in participating further in this
study by campleting a questionnaire at a later date? (The
questicnnaire to be used will be campletely anonymous.)
PLEASE PLACE A QHFCK MBRK (/)  YES: /7 .
w: / /

If you have answered yes to question 7, would you be kind enough to
write down your name. '

NAME =
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UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR

" WINDSOR, ONTARIO NSB 3P4

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 519
. . 253-4232

Septenber 10, 1980,

Déar Teacher,

As a way of introduction, I am a Social Worker for this Board and
I'malso in the process of campleting my Masters of Social Work Degree
at the Lh:.vers:.ty of Windsor. _ \

I am studying teen-age girls in order to obtain their outlock
regarding behavicur and attitudes in the areas of; a) sccial life, .
b) vocational interests, c) relationshipg with boys.

Sister Mary Celestine has approved for to gi¥ cut the "Preliminary
Survey"" to your Grade 10, 11 and 12 female students of your school. -

. This Survey will only take about 5 minutes to complete.

Could you kindly have your GRADES: 10, 1l and 12 female students
complete the Survey form, and return the completed forms to the office.

"Thanking you in advance for your kind con51derat1m in this
matter.

Angela Ioconte

P.S5. TFOR FURTHER INFORMATICN: -

Please oontaqt,rre at the Gulleden Resource™Centre - 625-1437

y
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UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR
' ' N WINDSO.R. ONTARIO N9B 3P4

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 519
2534232

September 10, 1980.

Dear Teacher,

As a way of introduction, I am a Social Worker for this Board and
I'm also in the process of conpleting my Masters of Social Work Degree
at the University of Windsor.

"I am studying teen-age girls in order to cbtain 'their outlock
regarding behaviour and attitudes in the areas of; a) social life,
b) vocational interests, c) rela'{"ionships with boys.

Mr, Mike Rlley, has approved for me to give out the "Prel:.nunary
Sunzey" to your Grade 10 female students of your school. This swrvey
will only take about 5 minutesta complete.

C&lldy()u kindly have your 10 female students corplete the,
Survey form, and return the oonplleted forms to the office.

_Thanking you in advance for your kind oons;LderatJ.cm in this matter.

wos

Angela Ioconte

5

P.S. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

_ Please contact me at the Gulleden Resource Centre - 625-1437

[3
Y
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UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR

WINDSOR, ONTARIO N9B 3P4

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 519
253-4232°

October 1, 1980..

'DearTeacher,

As a way of intmducti.cn, I am a Social Worker for this Board and
I'm also in the process of completing my Masters of Social Work Degree-.
at the University of Windsor.

- I am studying teen-age girls in order to obtain their outlock
regarding behaviour-and attitudes in the areas of; a) social llfe,
b) vocatimal interests, ¢) relationships with boys.

Mr. Ed King has approved for me to give out the "Preliminary
Survey"” to your Grade 11 and 12 female students of your school. This
survey will only take about 5 minutes to camplete.

Could you kindly have your GRRDES: 11 and 12 FEMALE students
conplete the Survey form, and retiwn the completed forms to the office.

Thanking you in advance for your kind conSideratim in this matter.

Angela Loconte

P.S. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Please contact me at the Gulledeh Resource Centre - 625-}437
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UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR'

WINDSOR, . ONTARIO 'N9B 3P4

- TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 519
2534232

r

| Dear. Student,

You may recall that some time ago you conpleted a "Prel:.nu.naxy
Survey" form and you .md:.cated an interest in part:Lc:LpatJng in this
study

I am studying teen-age girls in order to cbtain the:Lr outlock
regarding behaviour and attitudes in the areas of; a) social life,
b} wvocational interests, c) relationships with boys

The attached questicnnaire will take about 25 to 30 minutes to
conplete (from question 1 to 67).

Please answer all questions when indicated by placing a check
mark (V) beside the answer as it appl:.es to you. (You may check off
more than one answer.)

If you are Itallan would you k:Lnd.'Ly also answer quest:n.ons
68 to 80 inclusive.

Thank you for your kind help.

Angela Loconte -
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QUESTIONNAIRE
What is your age? years,
Please circle the grade you are in. (a) 10
© o ' ' ’ (b) 11
_ (¢) 12
Where were you born? (check off appropriate box) .
‘a) city? . /7
" b)  town? , Sl
¢) village or fam /7
In what country were you born? .
In yhat province were you born? - ‘ ' .

{for example, Ontario, Quebec,

- Calabria, Sicily, etc.)

If you were barn outside of Canada, how many years have you lived in
Canafda? R Years. . \'

How old is your mother? .
How old is your father?
if your parents were not born in Canada, how many years have they

s \

Mother: ‘years. Father: years.

. lived in Canada?

What is your father's occupation? (write or print)

What is your mother's occupation? (write or print)

o

What school grade did your father complete? ; -

a) Grade 4 or less . /
b) Grade 5 - 8 _ Ny
c) Grade 9 - 10 -7/
d) Grade 11 - 13 _ [/
e) Commumnity College - 7/
f) University / /
g) Post Graduate 7/

h) Don't Know 7/
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14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

e
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what school grade did your mother complete:.

a}l Grade 4 or less / / '
b} Grade 5 - 8 . ; 7 /

c) Grade 9 - 10 : /7 7/

d) Grade 11 - 13 / /.

e) Comunity College ' 7/

f) University - _ VavA

g) Post Graduate VA

h) Don't Know -/ /

Where were your parents married? (check off appropriate box)

a) Canada VAYAS
b) Italy /7
c) don't know / [/

'd) ‘other {specify) ==~

How many children are there in your family (inéluding yourseif)? ]

In your family you are: (check off appropriate box) .

the only child - A
“the youngest child v
the middfe child s

the oldest child
other (specify)

I\l
~N
-

List lanquage(s) spcken in your home by the merbers of your family.
(If more than one language is spoken, check (V) most frequently used.)

a) English : /- /
b) Italian - / /
c) other (specify) .

Is the neighbourhood you live in mostly: (check off appropriate box)

Engiish speaking /_ /
Ttalian speaking /_/
Don't know / 7/

Other (speci.fy)
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of, the fo]_low:l.ng is the language: spoken by thse fam:nhes”

- 20)

21y

"22)

123
Think of the e.a.ght or more families who live closest to you. Which

. Most ‘Spoken: "Next Ianguage Spoken
Fnglish /7 A4
Ttalian [/ yavs
Don't know yava L/
Other (specify)-

Are there relatives llvmg w1'l:h1n a short walk:ng distance of your
hate" (chec:k off appmprn.ate box)

Very many (More than 10) /_/
Many (6 to 10) / /
Scme (3 to 5) A/
Féw (Lor 2) /7
None - l /

Are there Italian friends living within a short walking distance of
your home? (check off appropriate box)

Very many (More than 10) L_/
Many (6 to 10) . /_/
Some (3to 5) /__ / ’
Few (1 or 2) >/ /
None ‘ l_/ .
Which of the following relatives or friends live with your family?
a) none uszns [/
b) aunts, uncles or co /7
¢) grandparents ‘ /. /
d) married brothers and/or sisters /7

|

e) other (specify)
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'23) ‘Do fnends or relatives :Lnfluence your parents'’ oplm.ons regarding
the amount of freedom you should be allowed?

“

FATHER: o *  MOTHER:
a) a great deal - o a) a great deal
b) wvery much "b) very much

_c) somewhat
d) very little
e). not at all .

c) samewhat
d) wery little
e) not at a.'ll

HIH
lIH'I-ﬁ

24) Do friends or relatives influence your parents' oplnlons regardmg
o, your personal appearance°

FATHER: : MOTHER:

a) a great deal - ' a)\ a great deal '
b} . very much : b)' very mxh

c¢) sarewhat c) scmewhat-

d) very little
e) not at all

d) very little
e). not at all‘

25) If friends or relat:.ves influence your pa.rents‘ opinions, do you
mind these people living so close to your hame or having much close
contact with your parents"

a) really mJ.nd

b) mind quite a bit
c) mind a little

d) don't really mind
e) don't mind at all

26) Do you thlnk that your parents limit your freedom more than most:
parents should?

a) a great deal
b) mach ‘
¢) somewhat

d) wvery little
e) not at all .

i

27) Do you think that your parénts would allow you more freedom if you
lived in an area where there were fewer relatives that your parents

a) yes, they certainly would

b). yes, they probably would

c} yes, they might .

d) no, they probably would not

e) -no, they definitely would not



>

28) Do you have sometype of extracurricular activity after schoof

29y

30

31)

32)

33)

34)

(_i.ese.,r bowling, swimming, volunteer work, tennis, etc.) 7

Yes
No A

. I'mnot interestéd

:

———

If yes, spec:!.fy:type of activity (write or print)

. =
~ .
¥,

-3

Do you choose the clothes you wear?

All the time

Most of the time

Never

v

If never, who usually chooses:

. Mother
Father
Relatives"

" Friends
Sister(s)

Do YyOU earn noney:

Yes
No

Yes
No

Are you expecteé to give any of the

Yes
No

11T

'If yes, do you decide how all the.money you earn is spent?

mmey you earn to your parents?

Do you go out to parties and/or dances (excluding weddings,
christenings, etc.) with your friends? . '

Often
Scmetimes
Never

- .125
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35) Do you go on short overnight out of tovm outings with your femmle
friends? '

Often
Scometimes
- Never

—
B ]

——

36) Do you go to parE.es w:Lth male friends?-

|

37) Do you date?

39) Do you date without your parents permissicn? : B i

Yes S .
No

-

————— o~

40) Would you say that your parent's attitude towaxds you dating
affects your relationships with male friends? .

‘Often
Sometimes
Never

Please explain,. (writé or -print)‘

1

41) Do you have a boyfriend? _;

Yes  if yes, answer questions 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47
t\@ if no, go on to question 48
42) what is his nationality? ‘

IS
Canadian
Italian
Cther -
(specify

43) Does yowr nother approve of you having a boyfriend?

\\

Yes -
No )
Don't know



44)

45)

46)

47)

48)

49}
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Does your father approve of you having a boyfriend?.

Yes
No

Don*t know ‘ : T ' LT

———
?

Would you say ‘t-hat your parent's attitude towards your boyfriend

. affects your relationship with him?

Often
Scmetimes -

Please explain, . (write or print)

Poes your boyfriend expect you to go on overnlght trips with him?

Yes
" No

Does your boyfriend expect you to have intimate relations with him?

Yes
No

——

which of the following best explalns your th:m]nng about having
intimate relations? (check off box — multiple answers are applicable)
N S ,

at\_' its wrang to have intercourse before marriage L/
b) my boyfriend will lose respect for me /7
c) afraid to get pregnant ' / /
d) afraid to hurt my parents L/
e} I do rnot want friends and relatives to talk / 7/
. f) it will bring my boyfriend and I closer . /[ /
g)  its a good thing to experiment and experience with - Ve
h) I have not thought about it /l /
What .are yok educational goals? (check off appropriate box)
a) school is not important . a4
e) completing Grade 12 and/or 13 / /
) completing skill course (eg. hairdressing school) /7
d) completing Community College. / /
e) completing University /

f) other (specify)




* 50)

51)

52)

53}

What are your parents educaticnal hopes for you" (check off

appropriate box)

i) FATHER:
a s 1 1s not important
b) completing Grade 12 and/or 13

c} camleting skill course (eg. ha:.rdxess:.ng school)
d) . completing Commmity College
e} - completing University

f) other (specify)

ii) MOTHER:
a) school is not important

' b) completing Grade 12 and/or 13

¢)- completing+skill course (eg. hairdressing school)
d) campleting Commumity College
e) completing University

f) other (spec:.fy)

.

What would you say that your plans for the future are?
(check off appropriate box)

a) graduate at Grade 12 and get Irarrled

b) complete high school, work for a few years and then
" get married

c) establish a career and get Rarned

d) to carplete Community College

e} to conplete Uruvers:.ty

f) don't know

g) other (speca.fy)
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Would you say that your closest fr:Le.nds in your neighbourhood are?

(check off appropriate box)

Canadian A4
Ttalian / _/ .
Other -
(specify)

Would you say that your closest friends at school are?

Canadian : /
Italian - /_/
Other ‘ .

k (specify)

A



54)

55)

56)

129 -

Would you say that your closest frlend(s) have more opportunities |*
to make decisions on their own? (check off approprlam box of all 1
sections at it applies to you) "

Canadian Friends: : Ttalian Friends: '

“a) agreat deal more [/ / a) agreat deal more / /
b} much more /_/ b) much more L/ .
c) samewhat more / / ¢) socmewhat nore 7/ :

d) very little more / / @ very little more / /

e) notatallwore  / / e) not at all more / /

a) a great deal nore !/

b) mch more 7 /
c) somewhat more 7 /
d) very little more 7 /
e) not at allJore I/

- ‘

Would you say that your closest friend(s) go, or are allowed to go

to parties and or dances unchaperoned? (check off approprlate box
of all sections as it applies to you)

|
Canadian Friends: . ~ Italian Friends:
a) a great deal more / / ' a) a great deal nore 3
b) mch more 7/ by much more 7_/
c) somewhat more / / ¢) somewhat more 7 /
d) very little nore / /7 d) very little more 7/
e) not at all more /_/ e notat all rore /_/
Other Friends: .
a) a great deal more Y4
b) much more 7/
c) somewhat nore 7/
d) very littlemore /7 /
e) not at all rore /7 /

Would you say that your closest frlend(s) are allowed to 'go-or go on
short or overnight outings? (check off appropriate box of all
sections as it applies to you)

Canadian Friends: -Italian Friends:
a) agreatdealmre / / ~a) a great deal more ;7
b} much nore 7/ / b)) much more . 7/
¢} samewhat more 7/ c) somewhat more 7/
d) very little nore 7/ d) very little more 7/
e) not at all nore / _/ e) not at all more /_/
Cther Frim: Y
a) a great deal more /7
b) - much more 7/
. c) somewhat more / /

d) very little more 7/

e) not at all more l 7/



57)

a8)

59)

Do your friend(s) date? (check off appropriate box

as it applies to you)

Canadian Friends:

a} a great deal more
"~ b} much more -

c) somewhat more
d)} very little more

. e) not at all nore

Other Friends:

a} a great deal more
b) much more

c) samewhat more
d) wvery little more
e} not at all more

‘Italian Friends:

a)
b}
c}

- d)

e)

a great deal more .

much nore

samewhat more
very little more
not at all more

of all dections

Do your closest friend(s) have sometype of extracurricular activity
after school (i.e., bowling, swimming, wolunteer work, temis etc.)
(check off appropriate box of all sections as it applies to you)

. Canadian Friends:

a) a great deal more
b) much more

c) somewhat nore

d) very little more

@) not at all more

Other Friends:

. a) ra great deal more

b) mch nore

c) samewhat more

d) very little more
e) not at all more

vy

-

Ttalian Friends:

a)
b)
c)
a)
e)

a great deal more

much more

sarewhat more
very little more
not at all more

Do youi' closest friend(s) choose the clothes they wear? (check off

appropriate box of all secticns as it applies to you)

Canadian Friends:

a) a great deal nore
b) much more

c) somewhat more

d) very little more

"e) not at all more

Other Friends:

a) a great deal more
b) much more

c})' somewhat more

d) very little more
e) not at all more

[ _/
l/
7/
//
VA

RRAAN

Italian Friends:

a)
b)
c}
d}
e)

a great deal nmore
much more
somewhat more
very little more
not at all mre ’
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62)
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Do any of the following situations cause problems between you
-and your friends? (chieck off appropriate box - if a situation

does rot cause any difficulty, please check off Not At All)

Very Not At
_ | Mich  Somewhat  All
a) not being able to date at all .-/ / / [/ yavs
b) the time I must retuwrn home 7/ 7/ - 7/
¢} having friends visit 7/ 1/ / /
d) having parties -/ / / 7/
e) going:out for entertainment / / // / /

£) spending money [/ /7 [/
g) other (sepcify) ) — .

Do any' of the following reasons or issues cause: tension between
you and your parents? (check off appropriate box ~ if a reason
or issue does not cause tension, please .check off Not At All)

| Very Not At

j Mich  Somewhat - ALl
a) not being able todateatall / / . [/ _/ o/ /
b) the time I must return home 7/ 7/ / /
¢} having friends visit / 7/ 7/ 7/
d) having parties . /7 / [/ L/
e) going out for entertainment /7 / [/ 7/
f) spending money . L/ Vv VA

q) other (specify)

Would you say that being an only girl, oldest child, or youngest

_child, or the only teen-ager etc., is related to any tension -

between yourself and your parents regarding the following rules?
(if a rule does not cause any tension please check off Not At All)

Very Not At
Much Somewhat All

a) not being able to date at all  / / / / [/
b) the time I must retwn home 7/ 7/ /
c) having friends visit 7/ 7/ /. /
d) having parties - / / / 7/ 77 .
e) going out for entertaimment 7/ 7/ /.7
f) spending money /7 7/ 7'_‘_/

g) other (specify)

-




63)

‘ ) .
{

If yc;u could change ,gu.ny of the rules in your family in the
following areas, which would you choose? (check off appropriate

T+ boxes) - _
a) not being able to date at all ./ / : . _
. b) the time I must retwen home @/ T/ SN
¢) having friends visit 7/ S
d) having parties | T
e) . going out for entertaimment = /7 / _'
f) spending maney / / '

64}

65)

66)

' g) other (specify) A S

Have you broken any of your family's rules in the following .areas?
(check off appropriate boxes) :

YES-/ O

al not being able to date atall 7 /7 /7 /

b) the time I must return hore 7/ 7/

c) having friends visit /7 / )

d)- having parties VA AVAY S '
e) going out for entertainment [/ 7/ '
f) spending money ' 7/ 7/

g) other (specify)

—y

If you have answered yes to ;jsome, or all, of the questions for
number” 64 - check off appropriate bok bélow as it applies to you.

{
a)  frequently\ /S
. \ L/
b) ‘occasionally /! /
c} rarely / /
If you have answered no.to some, or all, of the questions for

number 65 - check off appropriate box below as it applies to you.
(miltiple answers are applicable) ‘

) '
a) afraid to hurt ny parents /_/
b) did not want friends or relatives to talk / /
¢) did not have the nerve / /

|

d) other (specify)

v
.
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67) Has there ever been a serious conflict between you and your parents?
a) .Yes S/ ‘
b} No /_/

If yes, how was it handled’-’ (check off appropriate box - multlple :
answers are appllcable) .

_a) rmother spoke to me / /7 L
b) father spoke to me /. /S '
¢) mother hit me ave
d) father hit re. L/
e) my relatives talked to. me [/
f) the priest spoke to me / /

g) other (specify)




REMINDER:

IE'YOUARErm,IANmm.DYOUPLEASEMSOANSWERQUESTIms
68 TO 80.

THANK YOU
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PLEASE "ZANSWER THE- ' FOELOWING "QUESTICNS ONLY - IF-YOU - ARE- TTALIAN

68) If your parents were born in Italy, where do they come’ from?

- Mother: o " Father:
. Northem Italy - -'/ / -  Northem Italy [/ /
" ‘Central Ttaly / 7/ Central Italy 7/
Southemn Italy / / Southermn Italy ,/ /
69) When your parents arrived in Canada, could they:
| mSs /W
Father: ‘ .. ;,
a) speak any English ' L/ L/
b) read street signs and direction signs: VAV AR/
¢) ask for directions and understand them in English / / !/ /
'd) spesk and understand English well emough to shep /. _/ /. /
e) understand English on the radio and T.V. - l/ L/
f) read English newspapers ' [/ [/
g) don't know . /7
Mother: ‘
a) speak any English o VA4
b) read street signs and direction signs / /L
c) ask far directions and understand them in English / / / /
d) speak and understand English well emough toshop / / /  /
e). understand English on the radio and T.V. /.l LS
f) read English newspapers L/ L/

-

g} don't know [/



'70)

71}

72)

.Can your parents now:

Father:

a) speak amy Ehgl:.sh

b) read street signs and dJ_rect:Lon signs

c) ask for directions and understand them in English
d) spesk and understand English w
e) understand Ehgllsh on the radio and T.V.

f) read English newspapers
g dm'tknew . =/ /

a) speak any English

b) read street signs and direction s:.gns .
c) ask for directicns and understand them in E‘ngllsh '
d) speak and understand English well enough to shop

e) understand English on the radio and T.V.

f) read English newspape::s

g) don’ t know

{

@;%emughtoshop
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When your parents must deal with people in Engllsh do they ask for

your help?

FATHER:

Often

Scmetimes 7_/
Never :

MOTHER:

Often /7
Sometimes /. /
Never /7 _/

When your parents must fill out fonns in Engla.sh do they ask for

your help?

FATHER:
Often A

Never yAA

MOTHER: . s

Often /_/
" Sometimes [/ /

Never " - /7 /
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"~ 73) what is the most fx'equentlys';nkénlapgqageusedinyourhoma
by the members of your family? (check off appropriate box)

a) English ' o / /
b) Mostly English but same Ttalian [ / _
c) Mostly Italian but same English / /- -
@) Italian o Y A

- e) Other (specify) S

74) In vhich language do you speak to the menbers of your family listed

ki

below: (check off appropriate box)
i) FATHER:

. a) English | | | / /-
b) Mostly English but same Italian / /
c) Mostly ITtalian but same English /[ /

d) Italian 7/

e) Other (specify) ' .
- ii) MOTHER:

a) English . / _/

b} Mostly English Rut some Italian [/ /,

c) Mostly Italian but same English [/ '/

d) TItalian . Z/ v
e) Other (specify) ' -

iii) BROTHERS AND/OR

. SISTERS:
\
a) English . / /o
b) Mostly English but some Italian [/ /
c) Mostly Italian but some English [/ /
d) Ttalian . [/
e) Other (specify)

N

. 75) 1In which language do your parents speak to you? (check off
‘ appropriate boxes) = - :

i) FRTHER:
a) English ' A
b) Mostly English but some Italian / / .
c) Mostly Italian but some English /[ /
d)” Italian : /_/
e) Other (specify):.
ii) MOTHER: A )
- —— LN
a) English /[ /

b) Mostly English but sone\Italian /7 /
'c) Mostly Italian but some English . /7 /
d) Ttalian - K -/
e) Other (specify '
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Do&éuﬂﬁ.rﬂ:thatyour parentsmuld allow you nore freedom if you
lived in an area where there®were fewer Italians that your parents
[}

a) yes, they certainly would . / /
b) yes, they probably would /7
c) yes,-they might . A A
d} no, they probably would not / /0
e) no, they definitely would not //

- 77)*Would you say that you face a difficult situation between you and

your friends,.if your Italian friends have more freedom in the
following areas? (check off appropriate box for each item)

‘. . Very - , Not At
a) not being able to date at all Y4 / /7 / [/
b) the time I must retwrn home 7/ 7/ 7 /.
 c) having friends visit . 7/ T, T
-d) having parties . / /7 /_/ /7
e) going out for entertainment 7 7/ 7/ /7 7/
f) spending money - /_/ /l / 7/

78)

79)

g) other (specify)

Would you say that you.perscnally face a difficult situation
between yourself and your friends in the following areas because
they are Canadian? (check off appropriate box for each item)

Very ’ Not At
- Much Somewhat All
a) not being able to date at all [/ / - _/ o/
b) the time I must return home 7/ / /7 /
¢) having friends visit /] / / / /] 7/
d}: having parties 7/ L/ 7/
e} going out for entertaimment /S /o 7/ / 7/

f) - spending money [/ 7/ . 7/
g) other (specify) A o )

In general, how do you feel toward your: ITtalian backgromd?. {check
off appropriate box) ‘ '

a) I feel very good about it / /o
b) it is interesting . /7 /-
c) I am indifferent to it 7/
d) it is uncomfortable 7/

"e) I would rather forget it I/



80)
‘your Italian bac:kgromd" {check off approprlabe box mlt:.ple

1398
Wh.'LCh of the follow:.ng reasons best explains your feehngs tcwards

answers are applicable)

- a) myItallanculturehasmthlngtoofﬁerneasaCanad:.an -/ /
“'b) my Ttalian cultwre is a burden to me

3

c) nyItalmnbackgmurﬂenablamtomﬁerstandboth
the Italian and the Canadlan culture with their -
different views A

d) we are in Canada and we should learn to be Canadians AV

e) my Italian background enriches me as a Canadian- 7/
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UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR

WINDSOR, ONTARIO N5YB 3P4

. TELEPHONE AREA CODE 519
) 253-4232

Dear Teacher,

Youmayrecallthatsonetmeagotheglrlsmyourclass .
corrpleted a “Preh.:m.na.ry Survey” form. . . .

I would appreciate at this time, if you could distribute the .
attached consent forms to the following girls who have shown an
interest in participating in the study by camleting a questicmaire
at a later date. -

The girls are to have this consent formsa_gnedbythe:t_rparents
and retum them to the office.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Angela Loconte
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UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR

WINDSOR, ONTARIO N9B 3P4

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 519
2534232

I am presently in the process of conplemng ny Masters of
Social Work Degree at the University of Wmdsor.

/ I am studying teen-age girls in order to obtain their outlock
regarding behaviour and attitudes in the areas of; a) social l:i.fe,
b) vocatlonal interests, ¢) relationships with boys. .

: Your daughte% has already shown an interest in wantmg to answer
S a questicmaire, ,‘m‘gz questionnaire to be used will be canpletely
anonymous. - & : o

If you wish your daughter to partlc:.pate in this study, I would
appreciate your cooperation .in giving your permission by signing the
form below, and having your daughter ret:.mung it to the principal's
office in her school.

' 2
Thank you for your kind considerati®dn in this matter.

~ ’ - . Angela Loconte

- w—— e e e e mn R e —— — e e e S S Ll A e e e e e e W R e e e Meh S it S e — — — — — — —— — — m— A —

I AGREE TO ALLOW MY DAUGHTER,

, (your daughter's name)
. TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS STUDY. '

I DO NOT WISH TO HAVE MY DAUGHTER, :
<] (your daughter's name)
b PARTICIPATE IN THIS STUDY.

(parent's signature)
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