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This study is a descriptive analysis of modern
structure of the Yoruba family as far back as Oduduwva perioé.
The analysis-describes the structural pattern of-the Yoruba
family as it oceured in the traditional days, and the recent
changes it has undergone since then. Tt is believed that
the Yoruba people had always maintained a form of family
pattgrn which is rich in nature and content, before the
e:’!‘cion of the miséionaries;' |

- -
dowever, significant changes began to take a toll on

. its members; the impacf of which was-bepoming'apparent

after the missionaries, explorers and, of course, slave
raiders penetrated in order to establish a bontagt through

trade and missionary teaching. In fact, their penetration

‘had- a far reaching ramification oﬁ the stfuctufing to the

famlly, as the 1ntroduct10n of money economy stlmulated
urban mlgratlon for socio-~economic betterment of its members,

» ~ There had aIWays been a form of tcmporary rural-rural

mlgratlon or 1nter-v1llage movement among the members of the

famlly for the purpose oflmnter-v1l;age marketing. Farmlands

were also ‘acquired ih other villages because the mejority

. of the available 1ands then was owned by rural kings; so 1t

became 1neV1tab1e for farmers fo acquire Tands ‘elsewhere.

-

However, the_eeonomlc poyentlal_posed_by rural-urban migration

did in fact favour the edﬁcated few, and those who had. some

entrepreneurial activities. As members urban migrated, a

i
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,production’ , and

ii
) - . . | g
temporary vacuum was left in the 'economic unit of
‘ge soon as the mlgrated members become
econqmlcally fit, the rural economy was gev1ta11zed through

materlal and flnanc1al a851stance almed as educatlng theirv

L3

younger siblings, and %o meet the needs of their parents -

left behlnd in the rural areas. The flnanc1al help among

the family.has become so vital for the contlnulty and

-strengthening of its kinship solidarity, because it has

served some of the basic functions of &- welfare programme
that is non-ex1stent in most developing countries. .

A Theleieboration_of modern structure of the Yoruba famiiy
emanetes from the WQ;ke of various authors who have written
extensively on the trend of the family amidst spclal changes.
The first chapter of ths analysis provides in -part an
ethnographical representatlon of the ngenlans and the
trdnsition from the trad;tional family'pattern to the

modernizing one., Chapter two analyzes the theoretical

framework and methodology being utiljzed; a rationale for

their reliability and validity aS'mey apply to, a) the network

of activities based on financial asgistance of kinsmen and

b) to the suggested hypotheses. Chapter three focuses on

the mythologles surrounding the origin of therYoruba and their

subseahenﬁ settlement into a well'organized,“role defined
family compound. Chapter four diécuesee very briefly the

migration~patternfof-the‘meﬁbers,rtheir-initiai-settlement

~in the urban centers,‘and how their dispersal into individual
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housé units.was nesponsibile.for a change in value. Chapter
fiﬁe_Eonsiders some of the major factors that may epcoﬁrage
divorce among the Yorubaé.. Tinally, chapfer six recapitulates
the geﬁeral dontenp of. the ahq ysis, the implications and

_limitations of the approach and reédmmendation.
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its ideologies, manifested some changes.

‘much structural change has occured- among the members of the-

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
_._‘ﬂ-\ . -

L

The Yorubas.have often been characterized as urban °

dwellers efen before the coming of the missionaries. 'The‘

frequency of such urban movement away from the compound

W1th1n the 1ast few decades has to a very large é%iént ~

created dlSparlty between the old and the new generatlon.'

A traditional family unit under such movement, must gradually

/

experience a shift iniits once oeeply ingrained values. As .
a consequence of this shlft the Yoruba family must have
under Eie 1nfluence of urbanization, technoioglcal pressure
1ncrea31og llteracy rate, importation of wéatern vaiues and
‘ _ ~ ' g

In order to eXamine euch"changes io the systen, " '
structgralffunctionaliem is being employed. The reasohfgeing
that ‘it explalned the ablllty of both the tradltional ani

~
the. modern family to co- functlon with a minimum tension

: w;thout Jeopard121ng their\:ijjencies toward an equlllbrum

stage. ' A
e

Other obgectlves to be pursued will 1nolude, a) how -

& *

'once trad1tiona1 compound° b) 1f urban movement enha&tes ,

llteraoy rate aod‘ind;vidualism,,whag‘has it done to

: assumed? c¢) -have the wives who now live separately maintaineq

the same marital solldarlty as studles on traditional family

iv

ﬂatreogthen“or weaken the finahcial obligation eaoh member '}j;f ’

.demonstrated?- and d) has the frequency oftparental - &
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interference on their children's @érriage resulted to

stability or instability? .
] ‘e
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CHAPTER ONE.

INTRODUCTION e~

Nigeria is a Couhtryron the West Coast of Africa with
an area of 554,262 square miles, It is approximately 1,215
miles from north to south and 678 miles from east to west
and has a population of about eighty-six million inhabitants,
There are various religious group# with Christianity having
more than a dozen dénomiqa%{ons, the Islam with various sects,
Eggﬁgun (Masqurades) groﬁps and Oshun, Shango (the god of
thunder) etc. There are four main languagés: English, igbo,
Yoruba and Hausa, Engliéh is the official language and Lihgua_
Franca., The percentage of illiteracy is decreasing slighfly,
but it is estimatgd that about seventy percenf of the
population is illiterate. The Hausas who lived predominantly
'in the north have_the‘highest rate 6f illiteracy; about eigﬁty
percent of their ethnic population is estimated to be )
illiterate..\ | l ’

Thé sQutﬁ-west'6f the'cbuntry~is Predominantly occupied
by the Yoruba, the east by the Igbo and there is an uneven
‘ fepreSentationfOf every ethnic group in the deepJSOﬁth as

‘a result. of rural-urban migration which enhances economic

t

-

“oppo;tunities fof the migrants. ?he faﬁily patterns of bofh
the Hausas and tﬁe Yorubas are very mucﬁ alike in nature
because of their pol&gamoué.orientations;-while that of. the
* Igbo is g directLEOntrast of the two because for the host

art, it is monogamous., One possible reason for this
part, ) . . ;



- :
difference in pattern may be associated with the long time

religious affiliation of'me Igbo to Cathollclsn, Uthh
completely and 1dea11y denounces polygamy and endorses the
establishment of a more formalized marriage (fhe church
'wedding). This of course-did not come into being‘until the
conming of tne missibnaries. The Hausas who are predominantly"
Islamic, make it religiously acceptable to marry a mimimum
of four wives; and;is only the man who, under the Islamic
marital law, Es alloved to divorce his wife. The Yoruba on
the other hand, vhose rellg,louu afflllatlon 1&5d1v1dcd into
“Phrlstlanlty and Islam, makes poljgamy not only a dominant
form of family pattern but a Dreferred ones The Pivot of

this analysis is therefore to evaluate contextually ﬁolygamy,.
as it was, and still %s among the Yornba,.and how some of

the social forces,'education, urbanization and western
influence tecs, have created disparity between the traditional

family and the modernizing one.

. THE FAMILY STRUCTURE

The traditional and tie .modern Yoruba family can both
?_ ;elcharactefized&as systems having fundementel impacts on
their economic survival md political orientations. Sucn"
impacts reflect the 'joint-economic:unit of productidn"
formed by the tradltlonal family members in meetlng thelr
basic needs, But as the members urban migrated, thelr

economic survival was no longer dependent on a 'joint economic‘

unit', but rather on earned wages nhich subsequently help®

[



revitalize the rural cconomy. ‘For their political orientationm,
the family members hold the clainm of having descendpd from

the Saﬁe place, and that provides them with aosensé of
solidarity and common iﬁterest in political ideologies and
participation. The traditionally held and probably true belief
about poloysamy is that it is a way of showing one's prestige
in the'society; the number of wves and children tpat a man
has,'is an indication of‘his socio-politicél status. ., The
generaily acceptable reasbn Tfor this is that without the
ability of the man to have many'wiveg who. would form with“
him, "a joint productive unit”; hc night find subsistence
almost impossible. Having many chlldren by the tradltlonal
‘parcntu is considered socially normal because, a) they provide
for the man additional 1abogr dur:LnG the harvest period; and
b.) because of a high infant mortality ratg, parents had-a
high’feftility rate to ensﬁre that enough survive to make
the-family economy viable., The stable economic position of
the man in this situation is very vital ‘for the contlnued )
aub51stenco of his family ospocxally for- the wives who need

the hugband's flnanlcal assistance for an independent trade.
There are basically tWO Yoruba philosophies about the value,-
of chlldren. 1) That Omo ni ere aiye (1.e., llt. Chlldrcn

are of economic revard), 2)‘It was.desirablq to.marry an
unattractive woman simply becauée-of chiidren. Both -
.phllOSOPhlEu/Str ssed the economlc 1mportance of chlldren,

.

and can also be t in another context to mean that the



total expenditure on the eduCation of a child, usually on

the first one, will.evontually pay off, because:when he (he,
can be used comfortably here hecause eduoation-of a female
child at that time was .less im;ortant) completes his studies,
and zets a job, the parentc ex pect him to pay the younger . .
ones' way through school., In other words, the reoponsibility‘
of the parentu to send the rest of the children to uehool

became shlfted to the succossful child, This form of financial
a551staere or obllgatlon'stlll predominates in the Yoruba -
kiﬁfhip networks. Since therbarren wives ere constantly awaro
of the socidl and eCQnomic value of chiidren, they sonetimes
T;ncourage their huobandu to have’ anothcr uoman Uho could
bear chlldren for Lhcm.'_ \g Sir A Burns (1963'265) mentloned
polygamy is an old-establlshed custom throughout Nigeria,
and to the Afrigan it appears not only a.reasonable bﬁt
aimost an essential'institution. The number of'a man's
. wives provides an 1nd1cat10n of his wealth, in which form
it is often entlrel; invested, and the 1abour ‘of his wives
adds to his income and permits to further investments.
Children are not a  financial burden in Vest Africa, but ‘add
to the wealth of the father, so there is no economic
gisadventage.in.large families, Daughters are easily
marketable as wives at an eerly age, and sons provide an
.unpaid labour supply. The fact that a wife could not bear
'chlldren does not in any way'produce any- an1m051ty between

her and the newly ‘acquired. Rather, the relationship between

the co-wives will be such that recognises cobedience and respect

AP o gl ot



because of the seniority in‘therhousc, further, as T, R,.
Hickelvait cteals, (1976:71) mentioned, aside from child-
beafﬁng, a woien's status is a reflection of that of her.
husband. "o increasc her oon status, then, she may ask her
nusband to tlake anotherzvife. "This raises the family income,
reduces the.amount of work for the ritst wife.and wins her
status within the comrmnity where she may become an organizer.
. :
of social act;vity. The hierarchical structuring of the
Wives takes this form; the first wife is callod‘”Iyale“ w%aée
thé_second or any subsequent one is referred to as ”I&awo”.
-seniority among the wives is by marriage, that among the
children is by birth and a wifé-is Jjunior to aoy'child boro'
before she was married and senior to whoever was born after
she was married to the compouﬁd. It is an arrangement tiat
defines the responsibility of each member to the compaund
and, according to I. A. Fadipe (1970:101), there are limits
to the autonomy whlco that responsibility carrles. This of .
_courso, does not mean tnat any senior menbcr of the compound
-cannot pun1°h any Chlld bchav1ng 1nsolontly toward his clders.
liomen, as well. havc the rlght to disc1p1ine any child, but
such rlghtwdll.denend, as . A, Tadipe (1970:102)-mentioned,
upon her -age, the age of thc child, and her actual
relatlonuhlp to the child to'be corrected. In all cases,
'howévep,'aAreport should be be made to the father .of the child,
’ The most common and probably tho most preferred forms

. of marriages amony the Yorubas are those conducted under the

.



native law and customs at least before‘the coming of Lhe
missionaries, There are four forms of marriage; The first
inﬁolves a situation whére tﬁe bride is'carried on thé
shoulder of on? of the relatives %F the bridggroom to his
residence, This act of carrqing-is what is knowﬁ as Igbeyavio
(mafriage). Two wives of her extended family will rémain

with her in Qhe room throughout the wedding night. The second
one inyolves a situation whereby the widow of a dead kinsmen
is inherited, usually by.aﬁj of the older siblings. Whlle
both of these forms are considered legal, the former entails
both the consent of parents and the payment_of_*bride-price'

_ fﬁe laitéridoes ﬁbt. Another difference is that thé widow

has the right-to turn down such joining if she does not
particularly like the choice presented her and only after iy
thatlis she free to remarry outside the family. Once she
remairies, hef ch?ldren will remain within the family and
in-addition, she will have to pay back the 'bride-price',

The marriage, according to L. Mair (1963:72), is in being n
80 long as*the cattle which made it are in the possession

of the women's Ilineage; hence death does not diésq;ve’the '
‘mafriage unless the cattle are retﬁrned. A widow is not free
to remarry without this férmal divorce procedure, and if. |
she bears more children they are legally the chlldren of

her dead husband. The thlrd form of marriage 1nvolves a
situation where a. father presents his daughter in marriage
without the payment of'the 'bride-pribe' ' -This however, does
not happen to everyone because the father giving hlu daughﬁer

to a man to marry or to live with and ‘eventually. become a



wife, must be convinced or told fhat-the man is wealthy
enough to take care of her. The foﬁrth is the marriage-under
the ordinance which did not become a form of marital, pattern
until the coming of the missionaries. This is more prevalent
in the urban areas than the rurals.

The bride-price takes two forms: a) the monetary, the
amount paid depends on the social status of the man since it
is an occasion when a man establishes his worth as a husbaﬂd
and b} it is paid in form of material, most commonly, catcle
. or férﬁ produce;r‘So, whichever form her 'bride—price' taﬁes,
"she will have to pay it back in the event of a divorce. It
is.neceséarywéo mention at this juncture that the marriage
ceremony depcnds_a great deal on the wealth of the man;
because the more weaithy the man, the more elaborate the
ceremony., Those men who copld not afford to lavish so much .
money on a marriage ceremony or to afford more‘thaﬁ one 'bridef‘,
price', stayed monogamous, ‘A man who re@ained_monogacous

as a result of poverty, mentioned N. A. Fadipe (1970:90),

was not perceived as having a more affectionately married ——

life than in the case of the polygamlst. While some changes
appear to be taklng place slowly in the Yoruba marrlage
system as a result oﬁ’urbanization, increasing literacy rate
and western influence, the native law and customary forms
Qw1ll still be an unfading, 1ntegral part of it.

Within the tradit10nal compound, the role of each member '

is-unlquely well defined, The man is usually the head of

the ‘household whose responsibility includes disciplining of
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the members, to the extent that when he returns, after

having been out, grievances will be brought to his attention
for judgement. He provides for the family through his \\
labour, usually farm subsistence, and assists his wives

financially to stare a trade that will be economically

independent of the fanily. . Some of the wives may follow him

to the farm to help while others stay home to take care of

the housework. Those that go with hdm are usually responsioie

either for reaping the crops or the plcklng of seeds. The

older chlldren, on the other hand, will do just about any

farm work the father,himself does. ~The labour of'those wives

who help their‘husbands on the farm, and that of Ehe'children

- . . . '
is unpaid as much as it is a "joint economic unit" ahd the

prestige and economic survivability of the head of the

. household determines their own existenee. Although there

is no‘actual'prohibition of women from'hoeing and planting

in kitchen gardens inside the towns, the Yoruba as a whole

do not make use of the labour of women extensively on tneir_

farms in these capacitiee. Aslstressed by N. A. Fadipe
(1970;148), the more important part of women's work .on the
farm, however, conszsts of changing the form of the various
crops harvested 50 as to bring them to.a stage or two nearer.

the point of ultimate consumption. Wbmen are to a,ﬁgﬁy large

,-extent economically independent of thelr husbands. However,

such independence will not ordinarily materlalize unless the

'husbands provide their wives with some :financial backing to

make possible some form: of petty trade in provisions or

(S,



other consumer goods. Such trade uswally takes the form of
renting a small store in a local or open market,'converting

a front portion of,the house into a store or creating a kiosk
in front of the house, and the profit from their trades is

exclusively their own. From it'tngy feed their husbands din

rotation, clothe, feed their childrep and sometimes pay their..

way to school, if ﬁheir husband either cannot afford to éend
all the chlldren to .school or because he decides not to glve
one ch11d a higher education than the other, The successful
child, as I earlier mentlpned, not only feels obliged to
“'send his junior siblings through school, but he also feels -
that thére.are other financial obligations he owes to other

members of the extended family. When the next senior child.

'CQmpletes his education as well, both successful ones jointly--

send the rest of the children through schogl. §2_it is a
- situation where the man often ends up spending‘very little
to educate his children. Many Yoruba wives,.meﬂtioned’J. S.
Eades (1980:68), go to gfeat lengths to pay their children's
ediication if their hﬁsbaﬁﬁs are unable to do. so. Normally
the father tries to treat the wives equally by sendlng an
equal number of children by each of His wives to school. If
any more go, it is because the mother has been able to find-
the‘mpney.

The traditionél co-wives are disappearing in the urban
areaé. The man may reﬂt an aparfméﬁt outside for the other
woman who he wili visit rbtatibﬁally.’Wﬁile»thisigplafionship

. is .culturally sanctioned and may sometimes be referred to as
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concubinage or ”extra-maritalh, it poses a threat to the
woman living with him &t home.who is probably married under .
‘the marriage ordinance..-As T. Baker and M, Bird (1959:1155
further stressed, in as far as the 'outside' wife will not
have'the'high personal status of an offitial statutorily _
married wifg.(an.eduéated woman will only marry -under the
statute, therefore the majority of 'outéide' wives are
uneducated women) she stands, as it were, in a 'second class'
position. o - : o
Most'parents, especially those in the urban_aréas are
beginning to recognise and respect the wishes.of their children
'as'regards.their choices in marriage. A p;urality of wives
no longer enhapces the status of men. Rather, a ﬁan's status
in today's society is measurediin,terms of his ‘level of.
.education and potential for a good joﬁ or tusiness. -Most
educated urban couples ére‘very opposed to the idea of 'bride-
price’', irrgspective of the tough posltlon their parents are’
taking on the issgg.‘ Instead\of the bridegroom paying for
the_bride—price, the ‘bride would advise him to use the money
to buy gifts for her parents; but thé bridegroom méy have in
fact bought his parent-in—laws several gifts even before he
married their daughter. There have been instances when the
bride'would use her owﬁ'money to buy gifts for her parents
and make the latter belleve that the brldegroom had sent them.
Urban couples are more concerned about the quality of llfe |
their children and themselves are having, Individual residence

has éncouraged them to save up enough money to build their

-
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own house and to have a car or two. ien, stressed A, Tzzett
(1961:313), wfo formcrly svent money on bridewealth now

spend 1@'on building nouse, first one in the town of their
origin, and then secondly, in the town of their.fesidcnce.

In spite of change in attitude between the rural and urban
'families, pareﬁﬁal blessing.durin: marriage and the concern
for such a union still »nlay o major roic amon:; the Yorubas.
Lo Tzzett (1961:312), states that wnen @ young man has chosen,

)

a zirl, he writes to ner atly head for vcrn'sslon to mgrry
-

her. is letLer has to be endorsoa oy Tamily lders. The -~

girl's famlly will then make-enquiries regarding the ’
character and position of the’&oung Bain, and.that of his
family: dnsanity, criminality and bhysical defects arc all
taken into consideration. If the éhquiriés are satisfactory,
the young man's family is informed that the prgposal islf.
acceptable and the tws families meet for the:'thank you"

cercmony. ‘This family concerh.is being perceived nowadaysw'

<

as a form of formalluy that bears no slgnlflcance on the
alrcadJ solldlfled relatlonshlp. If en the other hand the
family encu:.r:.eh provide some negatlve results, uhat the
parents of both ¢bouses can do is to advise th01r chmldren,
..and nothing more than advise, on ths,pending danger should
the marriage tase place.
en children.ignors‘these negative fihdings5 there is
a greater opportunity for parénts and other relativés to
incfeasinrly interfere in thelr relaulonshlps. Lach family

kEEntlnues to find faults in either of the spouses and they




refuse to accept the‘fact thdt those ill—founded'faults were
consequences of their disapprotal of the union, Thia’negative
behavior from the kinship groun does not make less important

' their finaneial obligations to.their kin; neither does. it |
.Weaken their emotional ties to them. ' The impact of this

LN

behav1or of relatives on the newly marrled couple is 1mmense,

A

and the tension arlslng ‘from 1t thus marks the beginning -of
unfrlendllness between the primary (family of orlentatlon) and

the secondary (famlly of procreatlon) famllles. Clan and

sub~c1an cannot Just accept the fac at children are leaﬁing :u/
them behlnd to enter a completely new llfe and 1f they had g
the Ch01ce, they won}d prefer ‘keéeping their children within

their lineages to alloWing him or her to‘marry. The<marr1age

. of the chilad on whom the economic survival of the family rests

is sometlmes seen as an event that wzthdraws or wékens the
prov1der role he or she occupies., It is a double~bind klnd ‘ K
of 81tuat10n, because on one hand the parents favour marltal
life and on the other hand, they become rather apprehen51Ve'
about whether the chlld's obllgatlon to the famlly will
continue or cease”after marriage.’ The lack_of‘emphasls on
‘the secondary.ramily, according to We Bascom.(1969:4é), ie
due, in part“atﬁieaet;_to‘itSﬁinstability as contrasted to
ﬁthe:pernanenthnature offthe-cian.' It is a common ¥oruba saying
that "w1ves can come and go, and after dlvorce one has nothing "_'
;to do w1th them, but one can never change his coﬂ%anguinal
relatives', o ',' S K

The traditional disregard of the Yorubas for their

L]
v
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secondary families hds hampered their ability to relate to

their daughters-or--sons-in-law on the best of terms, much

”

less to appreciate the moral standards of the foreign
individuals (i.e the women in mostJéases), and m&et they stand

for. The wife is traditionally treated as a secondary member

.of the family to which she is married; and not as a part of

the whole. Hugbands and wives are primarily treated as

" exclusively different individuals and only secondarily are

they referred to as one unibn. ngs creates 1nstability

. within the newly ‘married homes, because the strong ties with

- ruininge ‘ . -

kinship groups obscures ones ability to perceive the wives
as individuals whose marital relationship bne may slowly be:

~

Contrary to the raralite's concept of: divorce as something

, that bears social stigma, the attitudes of the urban families

to the same are very much different. Cases of divorce in the,
traditional family may be nongexistent; a)'either because of
the fear that children left hehind after a divorce may be
maltreated by:;he'restjof the co-wive¥ and or b) because of .

the deeﬁly ingreinedlvalue conSciousness of the cohpodnd

IMeﬁbérs.‘ Urban couples have,however, adopted new sets of

values which reflect their -indiffere ce to divorce.- The new

i form of'residbnce has precluded such  close phyeical proximmty

among the urbanites and has given opportunities to individuals
I
to rediscover themselves, not as a part of a 1arger unit, but

as individuals, Also, the deSire of urban members to exercise
. : N
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control over what' they possess, has contributed to a high
rate of divorce or marital instability. As P. C. Lloyd
(1967 180) rightly stated:

"In emphasizing the tensions that may 7
arise between husband and wife in
~situations of rapid social change, one
may suggest, perhaps, that a greater
degree of marital unhappiness exists

in modern Afriga than -elsewhere. There
is, in fact, no evidence of such a

gloomy situation., Divorce statistics ‘
are not available for a comparison of -
rates in the traditional societies with
those among the educated town dwellers
from these societieSess"s

v

The-death of a polygamous man prov1des an opportunlty {

" to truly comprehend the amount of tension built over time

amongest the wives, be they cohabitating or having separate
R .

residences,” The means of rationalizing this built-in

- L3 N -d

anlmoslty in the traditional days is not dlfferent from the,
modern days, In point of fact, 1n any customary marrlage
where all the wives either cohabitate or have separate
residences, there'is a natural tendency for those wives to

'witch' each other on the sharing of the dead man 5 property.

rProperty, statuses and money have traditlonally remalned with

and been shared by the descent groups, brothers and 51sters
and hls-chlldrgn whether the latter are from the inside or
outside wivea. Further, W, Bascom (1963:46), relterated that;

"When the father dles, his personal e :
property is divided into”approx1mately ' . -
egunal shares according to the number - ,

of his wives who have children,
.regardless -of -the number of children -
each wife has, except that a wife who
.has no children may receive only a

nominal share to provide for her until .
'she can remarry. Essentially, it is -



children‘and not the wives, who
inherit, and the oldest child of
each wife gets one share in the

name of all the children'of his/ .. “ﬁ-:-:.

her mother.
The distribution of property among children through their
mothers, did not mean that the latter are always satlsfled
with whatever share they obtained. Any of the mothers who
felt that she deserved more in their husband's property than
what she was given, may feelﬂalous and decide to get even
with any of the wives by 'witching' them. As there had
aiways been competitioh among the'wives'tver who prepared
¥he best food for the man orlwho-had the opportunities to
. have several children, this means that‘the'mah, while alive,
) had the tendencylto favour one wife over the other. This
ISubsequently led to a feeling of contempt among the wives
oVeetthe man's property, and the ohiy way to rationalize
this feeling is to 'witch' themselves - an act which might
‘h%ve sﬁbmefged if their husband was alive. When'a'woﬁan dies
however, her property can only be inherited by her children
‘and not her husbands The unfriendliness that this situation
created among the older and new generation Yoruba family 15
tremendous, Thls is one of the-destrectlve attltudes of the

”happy{ co-wives, Whlch I will refer to as "delayed jealousy!',

'on”which I hope to expand as I progress in this analysis.
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In examining the Voruba femily pattern, a

structural-functionalist aporoach will be utilized which. can

- -

either be perceived ffom a micrb-séciological level or
.macro—sociological, The basic premise of the apvproach is
that a social systém, as in the case of the family, has
integrated parts that are in constant interacticn with one
another to maintain an eqﬁilibrum state. [The proponents of
fhe‘approach have not at anytime claimed a complete equilibrum
state, and neither am I sugzesting anything near such ciaim,
but that any social system'isxable to adjust to changes

- gccuring within its pafts. One proponent of this approach,
Mo Hutter (1981:44) views the society as: |

an organism that strains bwards

maintaining itself in mme form of

balance.se The concern is with

the functional connections among

, the various parts of a system,

whether the society or the family.

Its constituent parts,: husband-

father, wives-mothers and children .
are bound together by interaction

and interdependencese.. stability

and order are implicitly viewed as

being natural and normal. Conflict

and disorder are seen as being

deviant phenomena and as evidence

that the system is not workin

properly!, . : "

-

The organism, stated A, R. Radcliffe-Brown (1956:263):
. ' *

. 18 not itself the structure; it is
a collection of units (cells or
molecules) arranged in a structure,



e 1.4y 'in 2 «set of relations; the
. organism has a structure’, -

)

rown alsoc adds to tihe notion of a sitructurc consisting

Y <

-

of a set of rclations zmongst unit entities, that the

continuity of the siructure is maintained by a life

.

process which is made up of the activities of its constituent unitc.

»

R - .

", «#The corstituent units df a structure referred to by Zrown
very well fil the component members of the family-the father, .
mother, children and their cxtended members, Tach wmember

oA

depends on and relatesz to one another throuzh' the !'joint

economic unit of broduction' formed. Such a formed unit
becomes s0 vital o the traditional family becausé the ggfarién
economy rcquirgd more labour for a more efficient cultivation
and a rGWa;ding harfesting. flfence, the economic un%t'helped
every member of the family in meeting ihdivi@ual's_need.
The relationship here is symbiotic, in that the head of the
traditional family could npt survive witﬁout the help of
othervmeﬁbers, and the other mémbcré could not survive without
the head, | '

Thetheofy did not account for the lazy in this
sifuaticn, but because the meaq;of‘&e household was the only

. ) ; - ‘

person who kept -he profit'gencrated from the joint labour,
any act of laziness is obscured. As such, indiyidual return
vas non~existent._-Heveqtheless, the bartiéipation of family
members in the joint unit wés socioLécdﬁpmically revarding
inasmuch as the agrarian life was the‘only one they-know.

N

AP fadelif fe-Brovn (1959:1.80) observed:

"The continuity of stricture is
~ : maintained by the process of social



‘postulates of elements:

life, whigh consists of the activities

and interactions of -the individual

human beings and the organised groups i
into which they are united. The

social life of the community is here -

,defined as the functioning of the

social structure. The 'function' of

any recurrent.activity, such as the-

-« bunishment of crime, or a funeral
céremony, is the part it plays in the
social life as a whole and therefore
the contribution it makes to the
maintenance of the structural continuity”.

Leading exponents of the structure-functional 'school',
netably Merton, Parsons and Davis, in an attempt to reaffirm
their positions on the equilibrum theory and also as a
reaction to the discomfort created by their critics, have
come up with a most sophisticated and cautious form of
functionalism. Criticism did not come to life until the
emergence of eveolution and modernization theories which doubt
the .organismic standpoint taken by* structure~functionalists -
particularly at the time when there seems to be a direct
relationship betweén technology and family disorganization;
P. L. Van den Berghe, et.al. (1956:294) mentioned that the
'structure~function' approach seems to involve the following
1e Societies must be looked at historically

as systems of interrelated parts.
2e Hence,'causationdgg multiple and reciprocal.

2. Althougﬁ integration_is.never perfect,

social systems are fundamentally in a

sfate of -dynamic equilibrum, i.e.,

adjustive responses to outside changes

tend to minimize the final -amount of

change within the system. The dominant,

tendency is thus towards .stability and

inertia, as maintained through built in
mechanisms of adjustment and social control,
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ke As a comollary of 3), dysfunctions,
tensions and 'deviance! do exist and
can pérsist for a long time, but they
tend to resolve themselves or to be
'institutionalized' in the long run.
In other words, while perfect
equilibrum or integration is never
reached, it is the limit towards which
social systems tend.,

Se 4Change generally occurs in a gradual,

» - adjustive fashion, and not in a sudden,
revolutionary way, changes which
appear to be drastic, in:fact affeét
mostly the social super-structure while
leaving the core elements of the
cultural structure largely unchgnged.

Ge Change comes from basically three
sources: adjustment of the system to
exogenous (or exira-systemic) change;

- ‘growth through structural and’

functional differentiation; and

1nvent10ne or innovations by members
groups within society.

7 The most impertant and basic factor .
making for social integration is
value consensus, i.e., underlying the

. whole social and cultural structure,

there are broad aims or pr1nc1ples !
.which most members of a given social
system consider desirable and agree on.
Not only is the value system (or ethos)
the deepest and most important source
of integration, but it is also the
stablest element of socio-cultural system.

D Martlndale (1960 505) indicates that the ability of
a system to maintain a state of equlllbrum durlng crisis is
comparable with a transition from-a state of .rest to motion
due to disturbence of the equilibrum, whereby the'process of
"re-establiehmenﬁ of a new state ensues. -The impact.of a
deeply ingrained valne censensue.among'membere of the Yofuba .
family is so_great that it provides a forum forqa better

. understanding as to the need to accommodate even their less
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fortunate ones. Such consensus in values therefore become
integral parts of the family cuiture, end allowing a day-to-
day functioning of the members, The inherenc nature of
- culture in this regard cannot be underestimated, As. Wa
'W. ISaJFW (1968 89) pointed out. that, a social system
cannot be, so structured as to be radically incompatible with
the conditions of functlonlng Of‘ltS component individual
actors as blologlcal organisms and as personalities or of
the social system.‘ The minimum requisite for 'support' among
each component member within a system compliments each other,
A sufficient proportion of a system's component_actors,
must be adequately motivated to act in accordance with the
'reqﬁirement of their roles; positively.in the fulfilment of
'expectations and negatively in.abstentioqffrom too disruptive,
i.es, deviant, behavior, /ﬂ |
A social system must avoid coﬁﬁiément to cultural
patterns whlch either fail to deflne a minlmun of order, or. )
which place 1mp0551ble demands on people and thereby generate
deviance and .conflict to a degree which” is incompatlble with
the minimum condltlons of etablllty or orderly development.
.What B. Malinowski (1944:70) said about the cultural reality
of the family may throw some light on the relationship that
exists between the family of orientatlon and socio-cultural |
'env1ronment in which it occurs. " He sald that the family at
least, is a real lsolate of .cultural reality that can be

identified and traced throughout humanlty, and is a universal

of all cultures.

¢ - ot 1

-
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DATIQLALT “O TN METORTTT CAL FRANRIORK

......

The rationale for ithe implimentation of the theorctical

framevorlk is based on the idea of W.'L. tlallace (1969),

cin which he mentioned hat there is a.point of convergence -

intepgration and co-existence in two systems that are

dialectically opposed to one another. The two models that

he considered arc, conflict structuralism and structural

functionalism as pronosed by Dahrendorf and Van den Berghe
respectively. 1In them, Dahrendorf discusses the conflict
structuralism which ciplains the social as an exchange-of

behavior belween o or more participants-given that the

exchange involves some injurious behavior. Van den Berghe

-

on the other hand, discusses how conflict_stfucturalism and ™
structural functionalism compliment each other. ¥allace's
argument is that while societies do indeed show a tendency
towards stability,. equilibrum; and consensus,.they
simultaneously, senerate vithin themselveg the opposite of

these, He sees the two models co-functioning in 3 levels;

‘the thesis, antithesis and the synthesis.

Therefore, the. dialectical approacﬁ as adopted by Y.
L. Uallace (1969:209=-12), suggested‘thaf there is

convergence between the two models of equilibrum which are

-compatible with an assumptioﬁ of long range tendency of

integration, Nou, 1f 1ntegrat10n, co- exlstence or tendency
towards a convergence do become inevitable amongst the

differences existing between the components of the old ‘and .

L e’ AR et e it 8 (e
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new Yoruba families, then, the three levels of theoretical

'synthesis can very well be equivalent to the shift from

the traditional value to the -modérnizing value, and, a 1ater
co-existence of the contradicting values, If again,
thesis-antithesis-syrnthesis chronologically represent an
equilibrated, disequilibrated and the equilibrated stéges,
&hereby the latter stgge is hereby assumed to resolve the
contradictions between thesis and-antithesis, therefore,
Wallace's theoretical synthesis can comfortably be

supgr@mposed on the different value periods that the Yoruba

‘family structure is going through.

Hence, thesis level represents the traditional life in

the family compound where the members were confined to and

acted within the prescribed norms of the family. The
antithesis level repreésents urban migration period when there
began to emerge'valué disparity and conflicting views beiween
those in the rural life and the urban. However, the
contradiction between thesis and antithesis was spbsequently
resolved by‘the synthesis level; beause thére is now: a

shift in the responsibility of members which fosters .
co~existence in values. The younger generation, most of .whom

are in the urban centers, now subsidize the rural economy

both financially and materially. The impact of such financial

assistance on the survivability of the rural family is
immeasurable, .
The cooperative economic unit formed. by the compound

-
members of the traditional family, can also be equated with
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vallace's initially ecuilibrated stage when thé family was
. strictly confined to and holding fast to the traditional
values, Eigratidn of some of its members to the urban centers,
and their subsequent acchlturation intoxﬁhe urban life,

created value discrepancy between the ru;al compound and the
individual urban type of dwelling. The discrepancy that
emerged between two stages, has to some degree constituted

a tempofarily disequilibrated ‘and disinteg;ated period for

the family as an economic unit of production.

Labour and profit were withdrawn{fﬁdm such a traditional
family unit and the migrateﬁ members by/and 1arqf, were , '
compelled but of emotional attachment fo béﬂfinaﬁcia%ly
obligated to those in the rural economys The withdrawal of ) .
labour and profit from the-agrarian egonoﬁy and the‘temporary
internal disturbance it creafed, means that the migrated"
mémbers were playing vitai roles in the continuity of the
eﬁonomy of the rural family. .On one hand; it is an indication
that thosé who migfated to the city éxpected to improve tnéir
economic lots and to providé asgistance for their kinshan
left behind. They accomplish this through ﬁonetary and material
remittance. On tpe ofhgr‘hand,.the fact that fhe migrated mémbérs
were dispersed into different house uﬁits, means that :some
of them were economically strong enough to afford urban
residené;s_and to aséume equallj resbohéiblebroles, if not

" more resboﬁéibile'roles than their traditional parents. As
é congequencé of this, the traditional parents may lose their

.control over the children. The family membérs, both in the

Ty
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rural and urban areas will, in the long fun, as the theory.

contends, converge or be able to co-exist in spite’of the

dispafity in value,

Wallace' therefore reemphasize once again the synthetical

?

postulates or elements of structural functionalism in his

dialectical approach as:
A

a)

b)

c)

d)

The adjustive change of the social

- system in response either to

exogenous change, or to endogenous
change in one of its part, is a
condition to-the maintenance of
equilibrum,

That functionalism hds proven a
powerful instrument in dealing

with at least two major types of
change: growth in complexity through
differentiation, and adjustment to
extra-systamic changes ie.g. problem
of acculturation) (and economic
production; I would add).

That malintegration or maladjustive
change can be resolved through
revolution.

And that different elements of a soeciety
can simply co-exist without being
significantly complementary, interdependent
or in opposition to one another, e.g.’

a subsistence economy can independently

co~exist with a money economy even though
the same.persdns participate in -both,
and even though they may both produce
some commodities. ' e

The implimentation of'structural4functidnalism is %erylimpdrtant

in this analysis in that it can explain.the functional aspects

of each member. of both the traditional and the modérn Yoruba

family- a function that.is so vital for their continuity.

The theory can evoké én understanding of_the.basic structural

"changes that have occured between the fural and the-urban

r

- o

»



A

Yoruba family as a result of urban migration. Further,_;t

will make one understand that in spite of value differences

that exist between the rural and the urban family, both are

still able to ce-exist, Howéver, the periocd or extent of

suth co-existence cannot at this timg be anticipated.

likewise, any sporadic tension that may ensue-from co-existence

can be submerged because, &) we are too apathetic to the

polarization in the family values and its consequence and b)

the Iarger—perdéntagé?of-the-oldér generation whese subsistence

is dependent on the financial assistance from children. ‘/hen

the economic survi#ability of parents is dependent so much on

children, the former lose that traditional control which they

value differences.

- once had, So‘alsg Will‘the same dependency force some of

»

B

the parents of unqﬁestionabij éccept such co-existence of

J .

The economic dependence of the parents on their children

and the latter's continual .urban movément allows one to

genefate several hypoﬁhesés;_>

HYPOTHESES: -

(2) The

R

less economic interdependence

between Yoruba family units, the -
less the tension betwéen wives and
their in-laws, . : '

(b) '‘The

. ~ the
~ the

(¢) The
: - the
the

more economically independént
women, the less authoritative
men bhecone, - :

more prevalent neolocal residence,

weaker the.emotional ties within -

primary and secondary families.,

-
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by J. Aldous (1662:8). ., Aldous measured the extent of kinship

_ 1nst1tutlons to look after the needy members.
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todern Yoruba family enﬁiysis will rely vefy much on an
ethnorraphlcally oriented secondarJ analysis that will follou,
among many others, the descrlntlve uork of N.A.u“adlpe (19?0
and fl. Izzett (1959), who nave represented traditional. and
modern .views respectlvcly.‘-These early authors have to my

best‘knoeledge Jaid a foundation upon which recent authors‘

have built; and from whose idea, 1n turn, I hope Lo malke

deductions that are 1ntertw1ned wlth my refchlve oxnerlcnce.

2%

The research will also follow very closely the one condutted
Lles in urban centers in terms of a set of, crlterla. The . )
criteria range from the'form of re51dence'to-assistance

between 1nd1v1dual relatlves based on normatlve expectatlons
whe%her in the form of rr1fts or serv1ces. L1kew1se, 1nasmuch'
as our analy51s has chosen to lay more emphasis on the
flnan01al a551stance between kinship to explain the emotlonal

ties betWeen the 1atter, so w;ll it be used to Justlfy the

‘functlonal continuity of the famlly in the absence of other

]

" The economic depende\be of membere on each -other has

become both a moral and emotional commltment, the inter-.

L

ruptlon of which nay" have a lastlng ramlflcatlon on the

family. 1In the concludlng section pf his study, P.Marris ";m e

(1962:140) indicated that; ";ei;

“only the flnanc1ally self-sufficient,
however, can afford to be 1ndependent ,

>
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of their family group. The rest
depend unon its supwort as their
best insurance against hardship,.
_ They do not enjoy old age vensions,.
f sickness or employment bernefits,
a guaranteed livelihood..,. the
{tradition of family Joyalty stlll
fulfils a vital need",

The Yoruba family pattern is not immune to modernity
inasmuch as it is operating within some of the social agents
of change to which' I alluded earlier, I will therefore

Critically look at the_perepective presented and infer that

in light of 'the recent trend, the traditional Yoruba family

péttern‘mustainevitably manifest sone changes. This notion
was alluded to‘by He Jellmann (1959:733) that;

"he functlons of ‘the family have
changed very. greatly. 'tHth the

change froim a subsistence to a

money economy,’and .from self
sufficiency to dependence on wage
labour only, the urban family has
becone complcteTJ dependent on the

cash earnings of its members", .

Other 1nformat10n rdlatlng to the analysls w111 be:
extracted from other publlcatlons under the ausplces of
ULESCO. An attempt vas made to obtain a dlvoree record

4] '

from the Supreme Court of the federastion of hlgerla or the

+

. department of stitiifics, but was unsuccessful.~» :

L/’



CHAPTER THREE

ORTGIN MYTHGRHQGIES AND THE TRADITIONAL fORUBA FPAMTLY

. This section 'of the analysis considers some of the myths '
surrounding the erigin of the Yorubas as a peopie, end the
.fam;ly for?etion that evelved feom ite It is a vital(isction
because it will earich a 'total understanding of the Yorubas,

‘ asnﬁribal groups within a larger society. It will take into =
consideratibn'ascwell, why the in;ra—tribal wers might‘be
used as one of the factors affecting a normative cultu;e of
the family.
The Yoruba speaklng people '6f south. western ngerla,;

lack any wrltten or lettered hlstory. What they have are’

L3

" gral traditional hlstorles that are guided by hearsay and
passed from one generation‘to the other. _These myths are
;fmany, varied end bear different degreee of reliability tha@_
R are eubject to 1) ‘the extent of the resegrch'and 2) the amqﬁnt
‘ .of exaggeration’on the part .of- the reEearcﬁer. “Ag S. O, _.
Biobaku (1973:29) rightly stated:

"It is clear that legends specmfl@ally o
concerned with. the origins are

especially liable to distortion, or

even to pure fabrication. While they
‘may preserve. a genuine tradition of how

the present state of affairs arose, : .

they may equally be merely 1ngen10us e
.Bpeculations or rationalizations, ’ ’
Moreover, origin myths are frequently
tendentious, and suffer distortion
- for ulterior purposes, seeking to
validate ¢laims to superiority or
) suzerainty, er to friendship or

R community. But to say this is not to

\;—/) . " deny that material of historical value

Ry
. " -

may not be derived from such myths....
embellished with miraculous-elements'.

- - . . - .
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F 3
Three mythelogical origins were suggested by . EﬁScom

(1969:7); 1) there were similarities to Jewish customs that
identify the Yoruba as one of the ten 'lost trdbes' of
Israel, 2) That the great works of art from Ife was first
reported by'Leo‘Frobenius; indicating that the Yoruoa'cnlture
had been introdiced by Etruscans who reached.West Africa by
way of-the 'Lost Continent“ of Atlantis. 3) Thatrsir '
Flinders Petrle noted the resemblance of these heads of
pottery ones from hemphls that suggested an Egyptian origin,
However, one myth that seems to have been more popular
among Writers, historians,, archaecoldgists and sbciologists is
the Oyo~Yoruba origin which claimed the primacy of Oduduwa- -
the father of the Yoruba. Hence, most mythologlcal traditions
tend to lean more towards the belief that Oduduwa, who was
believed to belthe son of Lamurndu,.klng in Mecca (a Holy ' -
Land), was expelled from therevbecause he had followers whom
he 1ndoctr1nated and instructed to desecrate the Islamic
rellglon and replaee 1t with the worship of 1dole. As a
result of this, he,travelled Vestwarde and wondered for ninety
‘days until he got b a place where he finally settled- this
place he named Ile-Ife. - Because Oduduwa,wae too old:bﬁ the.
time he finally settled at Ile-Ife, he could not, according
to N, A. Fadipe (1970:33), organise an avenging enpedition
against the party which drore him out'of Mecca, his native
land., Ile-~Ife has since then been referred to in - the mythologyﬂ

as the earliest settlement and the splrltual origin of the

Yoruba people. The site is marked by a granite columm left

.
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behind there after the death of Oranyan,lthe grandson of
.Oduduwa. This staff became the most notable Yoruba monument,
'acgording to ét Smith (1969:28). The eighteen foot high
'grenite_column known as the'Opa Oranyan, or 'Staff of Oranyan'
is studded with a mysterious pattern of 123 nails. The Opa
is said to mark the grave of Oranyan, but no burial pit has
been found in the vicinity, and it has been alternatlvely
suggested that it was originally dedicated to Ogun, the god
of Iron and war. ’ '

The only son-that Dduduw% had, Okenbi, who apparently
died before his father, had seven children who became the
rulers of the eariy known seven tqwns of the Yoruba Kingdoms, -
The vast land inherited by Oranyan (Orenmiyan) contributed
‘to the expansion of his Kingdom, such that it stretched %o
the South Western areas, Oranyan, according to the.legeﬁd,
decided after he had gained enough influence'and power from
other rulers, to travel back to Mecca in order to revenge on
those who expelled his grandfather, Oduduwa, from Mecca
His efforts failed £0 he decided to settle down in or near
the 51te of 0ld Oyo (called Katanga in Hausa) which he made
’ the capital of these kingdoms. Old Oyo-became the centre of
a powerful emplre under the Alafin of Oyo (one of Oranyan' ks
,chlldren) both econOmically, militarily and polltlcally in
the quuba 1and,ﬁthus maklng the‘rest of the.kingdoms pay
tribute and-it occasionally interfered in their internal affairs.
-In an éttempt by the rest of the kingdoms to strip the Alafin
of the tremendous power that he'had,‘frequentkstruggle arose

which subsequehtly weaken their;allegiahce, and a total
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disaffection in one aﬁopher, became a commonplace, ,According
to R. Smith (1969:159), there were two basic reasons for the
disaffection among the pdliticél rulers of the kinghoms.
Firstly, the competition for control of the new resources
which'deri#éa from the territorial expansion of the kingdom
and its share in the lucrative Atlantic slave trade upset .
balance of power between the Alafin afld the Oyo Mesi (a ruler).’
. Secéﬁdly, frequent intra-tribal wars which occurred, caused
a total collapse oflthé Supréme government-- the Alafin of
Oyo and the disintegfation of its kingdoms, '
Othgr towns that later developed were the result of
the wavgeof réfugees caused by intra-Yoruba wars, 'This
does not preclude the fact that even if they are.politically
frqgmented, they are still united in -their common claim of
having descendedwf;om Oduduwa and also of their having |
ériginglly hailed frop Ile-Ife, |
It 1s therefore necessary to mentlon that the tradltional

fam;ly structure might have arisen ‘as a result Qf the advent-
of refugee settlement created as a cdnsequence of the |
intra—tribai‘wars._ These éettlements which eﬁcompassed
families from different geographical locatibns, it may be
" mentioned atvthis‘juncture,“marked the beginning of the |
‘klngdoms and the blrth oék%he Yoruba co-extended famlly
compbund-Agbo-lle (llt. flock of houses). This would be

expanded on later 1nlthls analy51s.' This - cqmpoundvls what

most Yorubas will refer to as the beginning of a-communal.
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life ever so well structured, both econonically and
politically‘and that which as a_résult_or the cooperative
efforts of its members, worked so well then- as a
socio-political‘organization. Such' organizations encourage
the caring of one nember by the other inasmuch as they sce
themselves as #ictims of the same circumstance, ' The fact
that they were strangers in a strange environment as well,
vas good enough to stlmulate a uense of tovetherncss that
would develop 1nto a contlnulty in their soc1o—pollt1cal
lives. Fach menbver felt both econonlcally and emotlonally
obligated to one another, They knew that their survival

i depended on interpersonal moral and emotional attachment.
The obllgatlon to support kin -members indicated J, Labinjoh
(1976/77:65), was directed not only to parents but also to
brothers, uncles; aunts and cousins of ail descriptions..
If, as nost authors claimed, only men were made for war in
the eafly days of the gallant Yorubas, then it night be safe
to say that a greater’number of the war:refugees vere
chlldren, and femalns, marrled or unmarrled whose husbands
have been displaced either by death or taken as prisoners
‘of War elsewhere' then -the majority of such waves of:efugees
vere husbandless. Inasmuch as no mention has yet been made
as.towmy'the Yorubas'institdtionalized a polysamous type of
family, neither. did the myth of creatlon 1ndlcate that Oduduwa,

the father of the Yoruba, have more than one v.fe, and he cuuld

not have had more than one because he had one son; then, the

scar01ty of men may very well explain this early polygamous

-



attitude. "Thic husbandlessness must have triggsered men's

4

., 7 )
dozire to have as many wives as possible. ‘The economiq

o

gituation at the time (farm toiling) also, was such that

X

additional helw Was necessary on the farm to realize the
anticipated farnm proi‘it:l Yence, t?c rationale for the
multiplicity of wives, bf men, was fhat a} they were playing
the role og Tood Samaritgns Ey fepossessing those womnen who
lost their husbands, othferwisc, they wuighit find life too
unintopesting. b) They wopld.be economically ugseful either
on the¢ farm during harvesting or the selling of farm nroduce
and c) fhey wohld ﬁe able to bear many children, who would at
pnaure dges contribﬁte éo the socio—ecoﬁomic ndsition of the
18N . ?étional;zins men's behavior in this manner set the
starse for a superordinat; and subordinate role within the

compound,

MR COMPOUND: AN FADLY STRUCTURAL SEITIHG OF THE YORUBA

TATLY ‘
The prevalent and usually the only known form of

residence amongsf.the early polygamous-families of the Yoruba&
‘was the compound (lit. floclk of houses) which is referred to
iﬁ the Yoruba‘ldngﬁage as Agbo~ile, ‘It was a traditional
_COmfound that was surrounded by walls intersecfed'by the roadg
radiating,oufjfrom the centre- It vas a “éhessboard' pattern
of residence, .This patﬁern s0 adopted become very significant
becauge of intra-tribél warS'and.hostility that predominated
- the period. According to S. -Johnson (1969:91) it formed a

security against a sudden cavalry attack, and a zafe ambush
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for defence, as well ag hiding nlaces in a defeat or sudden
hostile eruption. Hew compounds grew out of the old ones duc
ﬁo over population of the latter; and the chief of the
neignbourhood in which such ; nev ecompound was to be built
would have to grant that family compound permission to carry
out such a'nlan. There were nany sub-compounds within a

particular neighbourhood of the ‘parent compound of an extended

family. Tach. carried out its own social and nolitical functions

independent of other compounds such. that the clection of a
baale (the head of a coupound) is absolutely within the
compound's jurisdiction, even when the baale of sub=conrpounds
are reférredjto as junior bazle. G.A, larsnall (1954:41)

points out that, theoretibally,‘each person 1s a permanent

member of the compound and lineage of his father, and can no

nore change his compound membership than he can his lindage .
nembership. ITonctheless, thc baale of the parcnt compound
remained the most powerfuls lieA. Fadipe (1970:106), further
states that the compound is not only the most important prlmary
‘group in Yoruba socxety but, where it is co=- exten51ve|with the
cxtended.famllj, lt is also the smalles t political unit, It

1 is therefore 1mposslb1e to undcrstand‘what klnshlp entails
..for a Yoruba man or woman without understandlng the compounq

as a social as well as a physical entity.

' Thé compound type of dwelling ahongét the Yoruba had
existed before the coming-of-the,Eﬁropeans.- Irrespective of
its poor architectural design, or its lack of land‘survey,

it served as the strong, basic center for both social and

4

'



political units. A5 stated by J. Labinjoh (1976/77:65);

- e

TVoruba families were organized into
compounds having, both aznatic and
cognatic lincoges, and werc three or -
four, sometimes nmore; generations

deep, 'hey were extended units which

~included a man, his wife (or wives),

his brothers, sons, and sonmetines
srandsonzs with their wives. There
vas a feeling of belonging in the
Tanily group and individual activities
were (or sunposed) to be oriented
towards thic achievement of the group's
objectives, Common intcrest and
collective goals took nrecedence

over individualicm and self interest',

‘hether agnatic or cognatic, and cven vherec it docs not form a

residentigl unit, the Yoruba descent group, accordinz to

- hsliari (1@59:75),'rcmains a pnotent force in the lives of

[

_nicabers,

BelK

its

Tne compound vas occuwvied by a chain of polygamous

eztended fanilies with husbands and wives having their

different roous.

Children wmay sleep along the varandah,.

exicept if they are tender ages, or if they arc females they

would sleep with their mothers-all in the compound of their

father's extended faniliés, ‘hat made the compound so unique

was the organizational activities of its members that stimulated’

a well structured hierarchical positioning with a high level of

inter-dependency huilt within it, a commoi sense of obligation

and solidarity. £As a rule, noted H.A. Tadipe {1970:99), all

members of a compound vther than those women who have been

admitted into it by marriage are related to one another on +

father's side, e youngest members of a comppund will generally

fbe rel

nephews, and nieccs, and as first, second and remoter cousins,

he

ated to onc another as brothers and sisters, as uncles,

2
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FULCTIONS OF A milmro

At the head of the compound is usually an eldest nale
member known as the Raale i.ce, the father of the house,
whose merits and pers oralltg earned him an election to the
position. Tfle had a very wide disciplinary power over both
& . . . . N
new and parent compounds., Among his many functions includé
the punishmeni of any act of misbehavior rangings from
disrespect to elders to theft, and the settlement of disputes
that involved any member of his compound. As GeA. Marshall
(1964:57) indicated;

"If a wife has a dlspute with her e
husband such that she leaves for her . '
father's house, the father and
. some men of his lineage bring the .
bride back to her husband's house
where they and the RBaale (head of
. : the compound) attempt to effect a

. . rceconcilation between the husband
and wifenm,

e oversces the activities of junior baale in thc sub-conpound,
such Lhat when any of them committed offences that could brlng
dlsgrace to .the co-extensive Tamily compound he would nuni°h
the individual. Converoelj, those Junlor baale's made it a
point of duty to report to hlﬂ all cases that they found too
complex to handle. As S.‘Johnson (1969:100) mentioned, "all
important ‘cases are judged and decided ih the naster'° riazza,
and he is responsible to the town authorltles for the conduct
of the 1nmates of his comnound; hence the saying, .es''the

master of thg;house must be privy to-all.secrets“. His word

is law, and his authority indisputaﬁle within his compound,

hence also another saying, .. "the sauce which the master
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of the housc cannot cat or which is unpalatable to him, the
nistress of the house must not cook', which when applied

sinnly wmeans that no onc shpuld 50 contrary'to the wishes of
the master of the hoﬁse. It wés also his duty as the most
senior bhaale to levy tares ilmvosed on his compounds and to put
together both tares imposed on both the parent and sub-
compounds. This position that he occupied may be characterized

a5 beins very pragmatic and functional in that he served as

referee coordinaiing the smooth running of activities between
the local authoriéies and the compounds, ‘hile it is the
duty of every mecmber of the compound upon getting up iE the
morning to go and pay respects to the baale, the latier
usually went around ﬂisﬁcompound in Arder to satisfy himself
that all is well with those in his charge. The role of the
baales, especially the senior in the traditional boﬁpound
was very multifunctional to the sodﬁal,_political and
economic_life of the compound'membgrs. Socially,;they
refereed behaviors of the members in such a way that peace
wvas maintained at all gqmmunity levels, Politically, he
remained the strongest in the compound in determining;%he‘
kinds of actiﬁities-that g0 on; and economically;'he was - ST
reéponsibla for the colleptiap of‘taxes that are put back
into the maint§nénce'of‘the.community. VThe collé9ti6n of .
taxeé by ihe'baalé becéme‘fqnctionéily beneficial to him
since the sﬁrplhs from %axes became his personal‘ﬁse.

The béale, indicated W.A. Fadipe (1970:109j, waé

.



formerly responsible to the town or viifg%c authorities for
raising the taxes imposed upon his compounds and for raising
the levy of men rgquired either for’public.works or for
military nurnoses; e went on 'to say that, in the case of
1aoour or military levies, he had to see that these services
vere equallJ distributed among members of his cownound and

that no individual got called upon on Lwo successive occa551ons

. for services of any one kind. llot only wagwhe arbitrating

between his members and the outsiders, he also foqnd it
incumbent oﬁ'hin to glve every assistance possible “n the
matter of attendanco before the proper civil authorltles.‘
Since the posltlon of the baale was so prestigeous and
fesnectful iﬁ fact, the person who occupied the position wés
rclatlvely oetucr~off than any membcr, as a result, there was
usually a hlgh degree of faith and’ trust that accompanied ite

S50, whenever thore was mlsapp:oprlatlon of funds for personal .

use, which are’usually from taxes collected, the co-=extended.

family compound members exercised no doubts in him as a good

represcntative of his people. The mutual trust and confldence
in the tradltlonal baale vas so great that even uhen he mlsused

funds, they hardly hagd any remorse about'lt because hlS '

functlon within the compound outwelghs the funds mlsused.

'”hls act of mutual trust in the approprlatlon‘of‘funds was

ampllfled by N A. Fadipe (1970: 111), that;

‘"When the sum to bve pald by the
compound was known, the baale fixed
the amount to be paid per head,-
Apparently, there remained some
surplus after the amount demanded .
by the authorities had been sent
and the baale felt no scruple in
making use of ith.



This happening however, did not mean that there was a
diminution in his power to rule or that Eﬁ was insensitive
to the probleds of the extended family members of the

conpound,

-1
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LT TRADTTLOUAL TUSRAID ANTD HTS AL
Apart ffom the fact that they provide for their respective

Tamilies, tnn husbands of the traditional compoundé also

macdc it @ point'of duty to bring, at least once in a while,

sonc produce of theirlfarng to the baale (the father of the

compounds)‘in‘appreciationlof his .lecadership and its
continuity. ih order for these husbands to adequately provide
for their famdlies, they had two separdte farms, one-near the
COmpounn, about’ one or nvo m;les awaJ that served as a
virtually- non-nrofltublc farm 1naumuch as the produce vas
‘primarily for consumntlon. The other onc, much further avay
and much larcer, where- poultrj and smaller cattle verc rearcd
for the market and served both as a second home and as an
1nvestment.; Days or weeks could be spent on this latter
farn, dependln” on how much work had to be done. 'fairs are _d‘
held pcrlodlcally xndlcated‘u. Johnson (1969:118), in some'
central farm marketé wﬂere these prbducts are disposed of to’
market ucmen from ourroundlng towns and v&llages.

”he fnnctlons of the tradltlonal father and that of his
family here compllment each other. The desire of tpe man's
fanlly to uork w1th him on those two farms, remalned

struCuurallJ functlonal in that they have made p0581b1e the

payment of his dues,;;n form of gifts and - taxes to the baale;

R ) .. o



- secondarily are some - of them engaged 1n other forms of

3_trad1tlonally domihated by uomen. Just as boys, . as I mentloned

-

L0

80 enhancing his prestise within his own liheage, Likewise,

the fact that the family members worked together on those

: . . -y ..
two farms, partly stimulated a sort of -family investment -7

* which can either ‘be used as coniribution towards the growth

of another lineage compound, or the payuent -of brideprice for
another wife, Hence, the latter increased his social prestige.

THE CO-WIVES

Given the traditionally overt poly amous attitude of our
fore-fathers, the prihary functlon of women, and of course o~
the ultlmate reason for thelr marriages lnto the tradltlonal
compound was to nrocreate, to take care of their husbands, the
housd and occass1ona11y to help brlng thelr husbands’ farm
produce to tho market for the 1mprovement of their economlc
lOto- Yror this serV1ce, ‘said N. Al radlpe (19?0 149), she

usuallj recelves & commisSsSiOuts . All the w1ves of a compound

have certaln respon51b111t1es on occasions such as chdl 65y

-funcrals and naming ceremonies for new-born bables. Only

Y

industrial act1V1t1es such as splnnlng of thread, dyelng, .

palm oil making, beer brewing, . the manufacture of 'beads,

pottery and halr styling; these crude 1ndustr1es were- of course

a.n the early chapter, helped alongs::de the:Lr fathers on the

farms, 80 the glrls helped thelr mothers 1n these local

.1ndustr1es that were supnosed to prepare them, then,.ior a -

tradltlonal career. Unmarrled girls assist thelr mothers,

eS'indicated by M.l Fadlpe‘(T9?O.149), at whatever may be
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fheir’occupation. » _

| The young wives bf the compound were pfimarily éoncgrned
~with héving their own éhildren, because of high premium placed
oﬁ fhem within the compouhd. An infertile wife would feel
‘upworthy‘of the cqmpound, until she bore a child, preferably

a male child who will keep the lineage nauwe alive, A5 a ﬁatter
of fact, th? young wife, apart from her bashfulnesé and a high]

degree of respectfulness amidst the chain of extended family}

-

a5 to make Eerserf~worthy of acceptabilify into the compound. by
" being vgry he}pful to all senior members .of the com?ound
including %he.wi;es who preceded her either in ége of in':
:marriage. The older a yema; geté,-the.mofe impertant her"
position within fhe lineage for as a senid; member of the
lineage she‘woﬁld be consulted by men and~women of the lineage
about many kinds of affg}rs; New wgvés of.the'coﬁpound must, o
‘according to.i.A. Fadibef(497o:115); be gbl;gating and nelpful, -
and ready voluntarily to relieve memberéfof her husﬂand's |
famil&'§§ wéll‘as senior*wiﬁgs of'the compoﬁnd of é gpeét
;deal of - manual work‘wHiCh would'otherwise have fallen to tﬁeirw
iurn.- A‘great déal'of-drﬁééery and.heayy wofk-normall§ félié
upon junior wives,‘ﬁﬁéfher'tﬁéy like it or not, . She does not
become divorced from this manual work untilrphe stérts“haﬁing o

‘her'dwn children, at which'poihilher‘responsibility;fo the ~

_fEEhpound'becaée'dive;sified. ‘While these dual qccupatianél|J

'7activiti¢s:p§ovided for them'a sort of income and a subsequent

-

attainment of their 1imited freedom, regard for male dominance;

)
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is.still high. Rather tnan seeing their minor economic

independence as instrumental for disrespect to their pari-

lineage and an eventual liberation,. as the western women would

edvocate,:the women have maintained and observed iﬂ lineage of

respectful atmosphere towards their'husbands end the baale and

vis-a-vis the scnior members '
The dual occupational e;:i};tleo of thevives which

started in. the compound, marked a normative pattern for the

ecenqmic independence of the Yoruba women. Their ability to

combine these two roles suggested that‘they were'ﬁust as viablé_

as -the urban wives, as the ana1y51s w1ll 1ater 1nd1ccte. The
functlon Wthh the tradltlonal w1ves fulfllled in thls regard
is measured in terms of thelr.f;nanc1al contrlbuulon to

ceremonies in which they might be'comﬁelled,to participate.

- : : ‘ : s - .
'Also, because of their income,-othen financial obligations‘

which would have become a burdon on thelr husband, have been
allevlated. fhls vas cmphaalzed by G A, Marshall (196@ 195),
women not only assume almoet complete responelblllty for

feeding Lhﬁmselves and'melr chlldren?‘they also buy the&r

- own ‘clothes and most of their children's clothes. .This is

.particular;y true in the case of gifl children,

e
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CHAPTER FOUR

MIGRATTON PATTERN AMONG THE YORUBAS: ITS
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT, " ’

The aim of this section is not to elaborate' on either

rural-rural or rural—urban migration as experienced by the
older and &ounger generations, rather, it is tb focus more
fully on the soc1a1 consequences of mlgratlon as typified
in Lagos or other Yoruba urban centers llke Ibadan or
Oshogbo. But because the penetration of the nu551onar1es
gradually stimulated economic growth whlch attracted.
'potentlal migrants, rural-urban mmgratlon became not only
a crucial factor for a change 1n both values _and structurg,
but a bridge demarcating differences between the rural and .
the urban family.

Although migfat{on is a very wideéggéad pﬁénomenon,-
hardly any pedpie migrate simply becauge they want to
ﬁigrate; It is. a symptom of many undarlylng causes that
affect an individual, a SOClal system or communlty.l
Rural-rural mlgratlop among the Yorubas predated the penetration
o;‘the missionaries into any of the West African countries,
The pufpose of which was to provide for‘memb;rs of.their
family so-that the man can mainfain the provider's role as it
is Eraditionallngivené The Yorubas, méntioned W. Bascom,
(1969+3) are the most urban of all 'African peoplé, and their
urban way of'life is tradition§l, dating back well bhefore

the period of European penetration.‘ Why they have heen 50

characterlzed as urban people has not yet been very clear. It '

™
-
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. aimed at selling farm produce and to trade in other‘consuﬁerﬂ

- .

Ik

J

is however believed that the frequent inter-tribal wars which
sent waves of refugees to different tribal geographical

locations may. have influenced the formation of a quasi e

-—

community; or the fact that mdst of the villagesswere, and
still are, at a close proximity to one anothér, evidéntly .
encouraged interfvillaék movemente But just how the Yoruba
became a city—bﬁilding and city-dwelling vpeople, mentioned

Je Gugler et al., (1978316), remains an open quesiion.

* Inter-village mdvément in the early centuries vas unquestionably

done on foot and may have taken sevaral hours or days. Until
the mid 1930s, reiterated J.Ce. Caldwell (1969:128), walking
vas an important méahs of migrafion, but.in recent times.it .
has been of little significante. Road transport, and above
all lammy lorry transport, completely-ddminates the picture’
and by 1963 competing bus routes were beginning to spreaﬁ;
Rural-rﬁral migration ﬁas the foremost type of migration ever

experienced by members of the Yoruba family; and Was primarily

goods on the market day in the neighz?pringftowns. Womén

from a monogémous house who'engaged n a trading pattern of

thié'form would retﬁrh home at the end of each market day to
look after other domestic activities, As G.A. Marshall

(1964:79) pointed out; .
'"Local trade ®was carried on daily in . .
the market places within.the towns, - : . ok
Periodically traders came from various | B ;
directions to exchange goods from : :
their different areas among themselves _ ) o
as well as to sell to and buy from . :
local people", o : . ;

ELl : i



45
But the ;ituation in a pélygémous home is quite different.
I"he wife that went out all day did not have to ¢ome back *
home to take care of her husband ; rather, those wives at
"“home wou}d be responsible for such activities. However, the
profit made from this trade is usually hers, The initial -
stage of rural-rural migfation-gxperienced by men Was'the
bn? that involved travelling.to and from the fdrm in the
neighbouring town in whic¢h he had acquired farmland due to
its scarcity in the home village. Thg man if polygamous,

as it was and is still usually the case, would take with him
one or two of hlS wives to a551st him durlng the harvest
period. ThlS may mean spending days, weeks or even months
tnére depending on the volume of work. The farm therefore

: séfved both as a source of income to his family.and as a
second‘homé. If- education attain@ent has encourageﬁ
rural-urban'migration of the recent decades,.as the analysis
will latep suggest, it has done nothing or has had no
influence on rural-rural migration of the past. The%é was
"the desire and the ability_tB work hard together: to survivé
with the family within the limited agrarian resaurces;- and -
the lack of any other skill out81de rural agriculture could
not have encouraged urban movement. ‘

MALE URBAN MIGRATTION

If population is used as ‘one of the indicds -for

urbanization, then the ceﬁsus of 1931 as ;epbrted by W. Bascom

{(1955:446), must have placed many of the Yoruba towns in

comparable position with other urban -centers of the Western




-agriculture

gssumptlon-can bhe made/thd% a majority of the mlgrants was.

1}6

societies, Thus those Toruba towns began to attract many
memoers of their people because better economic opportunities
were anticipated. The geograﬁhical location of Lagos
stimulated early development there. The mining and- trading
centers and administrative hoadquartera subsequently
encouraged a: 5radual dissoclation from the tradltlonal family
compound for an anticipated better life in urban centers such
as Lagos,-Ibadan or Oshogbo. W, Bascom (1962:704) ouggesteo
that, more ﬁales of-emflovable age go to Lagos than to other
Voruba cities because of the opportunltJ for employment. ot
only that, there is the illusion that urban life means 1elsure
life providing all the basic conveniences which are usually
not available in the ruralnareas. "urther, the study
conducted by ‘I, ﬁascom (1955:703), using the 1952 census,

indicated that 56 percent of nfales who migrated‘to lLagos

vere engageoéin skill Q;iEnLed occupations as opposed to

iented emﬁloymenf.- Males migrants were either -
married or single, and are usuaﬁly aged between 15~50. But

because males have tradltlonally delayed marrled the

single.. Studies thus cited have born witness to'the fact
that because female-chilQren have historioally been.deniod
any formal educétion, there was a preponderance 'of male job
domination in the urban centers. ‘This preponderance vias

alluded to in the rural—?agratlon study conducted in Kampala

bJ C. Obbo (1980:27) who_reported that out of 35,409 of total

.
.



dominahce and women's dependence on them. As J. Connell, L]
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migration of Kenya, 61.5 percent was male while 30,1 percent —
was female., In Tanzania, the total migration was 4,657; 67.]
percent was male ard 13,9 percent was female. The ratio is .

2:1 in the former while it is 451 in the latter. TIf this

percentage difference can be taﬁ%n(as a generalized migration

pattern across Africa, them, it can also be taken that

- rural-urban migration among the Afrlcaqs, as evident among

the Yorubas, has traditionally favoured males. . The reason
for this dlsproportlonal representation is due to the

tradltlonal belief that a woman is only valuable s0 long as

"she can have high fertility and take good care of her husbapd,

Hence, her\educational pursuit was not deemed necessary, much
less the thought_of migration.' Men's advantage over women
in educational attainment has not only given the former a

far greater ehance to be involved in both early and recent

urban migration, but has dlso encouraged their occupation

et.als, (1976:67) stated, the propensity to migrate rises

with the level of education, not only because of the type

' of education offered, but also because those withﬂhigh . :

' attalnments are most llkely to aspire to JObS that demand

such attalnments, and to flnd that the differential rewards
in urban areas for such aobs are-espeC1ally great.‘ Althongh
some migrants were sponsored by their older szbllngs who have
settled down in the urban centers, to take the advantage of
better education, economlo,opportunltles and accommodation 7

that the urban centers]offers;



There is a far reaching economic ramification on thé
rural family owing to its male migration., Labour and profit
became withdrawn from the 'Jjoint productive unit'; leaving

~a vacuum that created temporary or permanent diéequilibrum
in the system_of praduction. The temporary aspect of it can
evolve from the fact_fhat the ecﬁnomic segmeni, usuallyvthe |
e}de;t child, that became dismembered ffom_the economic unit,
can always be replaced gy the yoquef siblings left behind,
The permanent aspec} of it has dual advantages; a) it means
that while thé.dismembered economic unit can substitute his
toil on the farm with the remittance of money and material
from the urban centers, b) ?t also means that his absence
“reduces the beneficiaries from the.farm produce. This, S,
Amim (1974{99) referred to és, of'econqmic benefit to the
village because there is one less moutb to feed. l :
FEMALE URBAN MIGRATION ' o

Viomen pave reéently beguﬁ to gain parity with men in
their désirg for-gainfdl'employmenp in tﬁe‘urban centers.
Qhéiof the factors that has stimulated this is education, - !
which cﬁts across sex, ethnicity and religion. ‘The tepdenpy‘

~after the early 39605, reiter;ted C. Obbo (1980:27), has béen
for the numbers of male and female migrants to even up. A

far more set%}ed populétion‘is emerging partially as a result
of the eduéational facilifies offéred for African children

in the towns, and particularly dpe to the stabilizatioh'of

the urban labour force and‘rising wages. During the transition
period to the town, mentioned J. Ce Connell'(1969:127), most
children left by fathers back in the village are looked after
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by.immediate relatives;mothers, if present, or otherwise
grand-parenté, siblings or uncles; some may later‘stay with
more distant relatives., Nonqrélatipns, friends, chiefs,
élders, pla& an almost negligible role in caring for family
members during éhe périod of transitions

Until recently, the ideé that feméles,-especially the
single ones, migrate urban wards, has never been‘perceived.
_gracefully by traditional pafents. This was not typical of
the Yoruba alone, but the same pessimisticAfeeling pervaded N
the rest of the African countries. C. Obbo (1980:26) in her
study on Kampala mentioned as well .that all singleAfemale
migrants were bran@ed as 'prqstitutés% or 'loose' women who
were intent on satisfjing the sexual needs of male migrants
and consuming some of their money, but were not desfihed for
marriage. aSuch a ﬁerception about.females as individualst
‘who could not take gafe of themselvés if they migraté to the
city has a far reaching meaning that is q concomitant of their
perceived traditional role, In order tb'keep women in the

‘ v1llage, stressed C. Obbo (1980 28), the maaorlty of men have

developed arguments Justlfylng women' 5 role as part of African

‘tradition, a tradition that until rquptly denied the eduqatlon

of wiomen. Theirheducation was considéred un;mportant and not
_aé profitable as that 6f men Hecauée;when a woman‘marries she
no longer bears her father s name and her husband would be

responsible for all.her needs. Their roles and contrzbutmons
in the rural-areas=ésgf5}meré, wives, mothers, and homemakers‘

R

-
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often nrove a hinderauce to female em~ncipation.
| Zince the provensity to urban migrate has a direct

relationshiv to ape and education attainment and also
articulation, it can then be rizhtfully said thdt a greater
percentaée of uwale migrants are single and if mérried, it would
be monogemous as-of the time of wmigration. And, if monogany, as
defined by early authors, means 'poor’', (i.e. the individual's
inability to pay for more than one 'brideprice'), then those
male migrants were probably poor. Hence, urban migration vas
seen as a vay to satisfy their deeire for a better socio-
cconomic standard. As pointed out by Ce Obbo (5980:70),
econcmic factore nay be the primary cause for rural-urban
migration, but not all poor migrate. Poor in tuie context can
have two meanings. On the one hand,'it can be relative to )
education .and the inability to survive in a rural economy; or
on the ‘other hand it can be relative to rural economy and the.
‘obllwatlon to feed many mouths in the polygamous residence,
in which -the man's purse is drained,

There are four categories of women in the uibau centers
who make up the modern structure of the Ydruba family. These
include, 1) those women who loet their husbands and refused te

Fy

. be leverated 1nto their former hones,. 2) Those who accompanied,
1

their husbands and 1ater acquired a trade 3) those who have

formal education and'have engaged in entrepreneurial actiVitiee _
aﬂd L) the female off-sprihge of all the categories., Those in o
the third category are those women C. Obbo (1980:75) - |

referred to as, liired of.village life', 'tired of digging',

Mot e e o At
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they want to seek their fortune and try their luck. They

and those in_the fourth category are those who the analysis
will 1atenJ:Z:§?§ﬂi)as debunking the subjugated image of
traditional wife and adopting the urban values that stoqd
in sharb contrast to the rural.vaiues.

'FIRST RESIDENCE TN AN URBAN ENVIRONMENT

:

The primary problem faced by each migrant, according to

o

Je CGo Caldwell (1969:128), is job and accommodation. Some

migrate'without‘the smallest idea of what job'they will want

to téke up or where to live, However, those who have

relatives in their anficipatory home generélly find their

new environment easier to cope with. And those relatives

become teachgrs or mocdels to~natbn in drder_to better understand

the mores of the néw_sociét}. This relétivenfriends, or

tribesmen connection to the anticipatnny migrants is a useful

mechanism‘promofing and atcelerating urbanization. Thg

host'not only feeds and in some cases clothes the new migfants,

but élso helpé in getting them jobs. As. J..Gugler and W.

-Planagan (1978:120) pointed out, the family has played a

most important role in sponsorlng the training of the mlgrant

.and . securing accommodation and work upon his or ‘her a;rlval

in the city. It will continue;té provide the individual with

everything that is of need. They may stay for a“period ranging

from months to years before, and even, after, securing urban

employm&nt.’ The ;;snltlln ﬁbgf'caseslls over crowding and

a heavy burden on the host. It 1s not uncommon for relatives
4 ——

of an 1ncom1ng migrant into any of ‘the urban centers to help

him or-her'negotiate a temporary residence with other distant
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. relatives or friends who-live‘within their tribally _
homogeneous neighbourhoods, . The continuity of-family obligationj
~ -based on the kinship ties in the rural re51dence, has also |
:Become a functional aspect of the urban family as expressed ‘
in help rendered to new comers, This residential obligation is
further reported by A. Adepoju (1974:129),who found that outlof
‘416 migrants residing in Oshogbo{ an urban center, more than '
50.percent of them on first arrivalE%tayed with friends orh
relatives; and the remaining percentage found their onn
accommodation; Hence, the salience of the strong bond'that

ties an individual to his extended family.

THE URBAN FAMILY AND CHANGE

.‘Oo

| While cohabltatlon was overtly practlced in the rural
. polygamous compound with untold pOSBlbllltles of tension among
the’ co~wives, the re81dence of the urban polygamous family
does notﬁencourage it; a) because of the structural make up
of the latter, b) not every member. of the tradltlonal compound
urban migrated and c) not all the married migrants were
~accompanied.by their-wives to the urban centers. The homes
of relatlves in which new mlgrants stayed on thelr arr1va1
were only to serve as temporary residences pendlng the 1n1tial-'
5001a11zat10n of the 1ndiv1duals to the new env1ronment. But o
the communal spxrit of caring‘and supportlng again became ]
evident in the urban re51dences, servmng as functional aspects_ .
.of famlly solldarlty.' Unlike the traditlonal compounds which

developed as. outgrowths of the old ones, the resmdence of the

urban family 1s a modern house unlt.
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Most urban couples, monogamous or polygamous, do 1ive:
separately from other relatives because they are economically
independent, and they may also prefer that because the

young couple often find the authority being exercised by -

“Senior members as irksome. Further, as . A, izzett_.:

{1961:306) stressed, the interest parenté‘have.shoﬁn in all
the intimate detail of their married life, is seen as
interference. Neolocalism has become the fashion of those
urban couples who can afford to have their.OWn home, and the -
family house has in most ctases been rented out to generate
profit that could be redirected to other Taﬁily project{ be -
it in‘the‘raral or urban center. TFor urban coupies, who sent
for their parents to live in the urbah center, the family
hgsses of elther are osually not seen as alternatives

sidering the unfriendly atmosphere of them. Such parents

aré’often accommodated w1th1n a close prox1m1ty, and depending"

' on the flnances of the new couples, their parents may be

prov1ded w1th a maid to help run errands and assist 1n other

domestic works. As p01nted out by P. Marrls (1961.142),
A
. "The famlly ‘house- is no longer . the
house in which most of the members
of the lineage live. It may be
! rented out, and the income used
for .the heneflt of the family; or
it may provide a home for dependent .
relatlves“ .

Young couples often feel obligatea to aocept one or two

children froo‘any of their less fortunate relatives to stay

“with them. These thlldren will help run errands and W111

eventually be.sent to school,. Even young unmarrled men who

""-.A.
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share a residEnce together, often have their younger siblings -

w1th them to help them in their domestlc work and they may

he wholly or partly responsible for their schoollng. ' The 7 #

emphasis that Yoruba‘culture lays upon senlorlty noted :
A, Izzett - (1961:308) gives these young men the'right'to
demand implicit obedlﬁﬁ’e and to exercise full parental -

control. The fact that.these young unmarrled men accommodate

‘thelr younger 31b11ngs, is functional in that 1t helps reduce

the problenm of crowdlng within the house, and agaln it is a
respon51b111t§ they have to agsume 51nce they are not marrled
vet. Howeger, the educated parents completely oppose the
idea of letting some relatives traln their children., They
view it' as pfomoting auvenlle de11quency SOflong as most of
those ¢hildren are belleved to be maltreated underfed and )
often engaged in heavy domestlc work that they would not, haye
alloted thelr own children. So, the urban educated parents i

take great prlde in prov1d1ng thelr offsprlng with the ba51c

tralnlng during their formative years, a tralnlng whlch they
" themge¥ves 1ron1cally acquired through thelr other relatlves.

_But ‘as PerCe Lloyd (196? 191} mentloned, most of the ass1staﬁce‘=;

‘given by the affluent is genulnely to ‘the ‘poor .and needy,

-

1nasmuch as the state does not have any ‘welfare programme to

offset the 1mbalance of affluence ‘and poverty. Whlle it is

tradltlonal to }ffer flnanclalna551stance to less fortunate

"relatives, dt is also seen as a dispersal of one's savings- .

whi.ch mlght otherwise be productlvely employed.
Although one ‘cannot contend that the traditional polygamous
\, A - '

\
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‘frequently as they possibly éan,‘and they are .very often

responsible for both rent and bearding. An economically'

~ih-ekpressed in the abilityuof the woman torfulfii.an
’ obligatlon Cxpected of her by her parents and relatlves,

'l“Whlch otherW1se mlght be: 1mpossible. Inwp01ntrof‘fact,, e

A T, Ty
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patternwdoes not occur in the urban setting, the fact is that

the overt cohabitation of wives is not the usual urbah pattern.
Co-W1v1ng is practlcally impossible in the urban«hoﬁees 4
because more and more educated women are marrying under the

marriage ordinance which recognises monogamy, and giving the

+

" wife an exc1u51ve legal right to be the only mistress of the

house, Marriage ordlnance, stated A. Izzett (1961 306) e

implies éenogamy to other woman, Co-wiving has become

-1ncreaszng1y unpopular because of thé tension to which 1t

E@ada among the wives, Even the semi-educated wom&n, who
are not too strongly opposed to the 1dea, would Stlll
prefer to 11ve separately from the rest of the w1ves.- The . -

r

men visit these women in thelr separate resldences-asl

. e N
better-off outside wife or concubine may not demand any

financial aseietance ffom'the man..‘All that she expects

jfrom him 1s a recognitfsn of the legitimacy of the . Chlld;

involved; and she would be willing to send the child through
school. as welld as to;fend‘for herself. A reiatlonshlp of

this nature i5 a normative pattern as 1tslfunbt10na1 aspect

relatlonshlp of this klnd can provide.a sort of social

L

prestige for the woman who ‘has’ a chlld for an 1nfluent1a1

man., The mah's-ng

-ecomes functronal in that it earns the_

a,
S




:? the financial gain and security derived from the r

’ Whatever the English Ordinance law may claim, the men and

concubine a form of social prestige because people associate
her and the children with the name. Some women sinply go

thruugh'such a relationship because they want to be identified

.Wlth a particular name and not. necessarily because of true-

affection. : ' ,

There arehsgme'women who have fleeting unions With men,
and_veryloften, through clandestine planning, maké substantial
financial gains from them; This kind of behavior is very
functional for both the women and their kin,. in that whatever
gains they made can be used to help the. needy in their lineages.

Doing this is a fulfilment of a certain obligation that is

-self satisfying.t The Yorubas are quick to regard this behavior 2

as a 'refined prostitution', but ‘because children are usually

involvedin those relationships, they are more an attenuated

+

form of concubinege. The term concubinage only applies when

"a married man engaged in a long time 'extra marital affair'
';Wlth another married woman . or 4 widow, A high- level.of
»poverty in the SOCiety encourages concubinage and fleeting |

untons With meh. But what is of prime importance :?re, is

ationship,

;rather than basing it on trust, understanding and affection.

p Children born to these women are always recognised as their .

father! 5 children by all concerned- ‘the. father, his - kinsfolk

and society generally, and as K. Little (1959 4 ?B)Lstated,-w-- o .

‘ 4
. man often spends almost as fuch money oﬂ'these women and their

children as h does on his legal wife and her children. »

‘

o
society generally still tend to refard a man's relationship

-

e ————
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W }h other womeﬂ as acceptable polygamy. ﬁonogamy is very
uch'encouraged'by educated women because they are aware of
- all the legalities involves. They know, as mentiqudpby ¥
A. Tzzett = (1961:307), that the dignity of fhe.legal wife
is maintained in that she doeé not édmit other women into |

her matrimonial home.

"

1 .COMPOSITION OF THIL URBAN FAMILY
| In discﬁssing the compdsitidh-of thé‘urﬁ;h family, fathér,
_mother and children and other relatives, it is worth mentidﬁing
.that parenfs in ﬁhe urban afeas somehow have some

dissimilarities in terms of marital values., There are those

= N . . ' L] .

E who still adhere strongly to the traditional patterns of
dici%}ine and management of home; and those whose values
have changed so much that they are in'sharp contrast to -the
former, These disparities in values are evident in the
dispersal of members fo different residences and goal oriented

| . occupations that provide the indfviduals with a sense of
autonomy. In a publication un errthe auspices of UMESCO,
‘E, Hellmann (1956:733)wrote; _
; f‘ S ’ "The functions of the family have.
; ' : ' ++ . changed very greatly. With the
change from'a subsistence to a
money economy and from self sufficigncy
to 'dependence on wage labour only,
the urban family has become -
‘o . completely dependent on the cash
'y _ earnings. of its members'.
= . ';Oneipefceﬁfive notion is that those who still adhere to
- , the traditional values are ﬁhoée who migrated when they were
" © much older and find it difficult to change their beliefs .

-~ about certain things oécurihg in a changing eﬂvironment;_x
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The youngea parents on the other hand, subconsciously
disregard most of those traditional values and identify more
with urban ideas. Furthernore, since age seniority in the
Yoruba culturc neans a total obedlcncc and . reopect to the
older 1nd1v1dual the younger parents are constantly’
cneratlnb w1th1n constraint while in the association of
the old. VYet, both are able to co-functlon in the same systen
to mect the needs of their disadvantaged members; tﬁis
function reciprocates 5né's'satisfaction in a prescribed
obligation. The individual family member, as sug ested by

s

has, on the one hand, tihe opportunity of earning .encugh to

-

support himself and being completely independent of the

famlly and is confronted, on the otner, by the clalms of the

 Tamily for support.

HE URBAN ATHER *

Unlike the tradltlonal father, who was the head of his
polygamous household, and whose famlly‘members formed an’

'ecoﬁomic unit of nroduction' bascd on the 11M1ted rosources

on his farm, the urban father has been soc1allzed into an
: env1roment in Wthh-hlS famllj & economic surv1val is

-determined by his level qf.educatioﬁ.or,entrepreneurialship;.

This does not preclude occasional financial assistance

from his wives (if poly amous) vho either cohabltate or have

outside reéidéﬁces. The urban father today, mentioned

Ao Izzett (1961:311), has b face a new pattern. He is

being forced into the unfamiliar role of bread-winner for

Y . .-

E. Hellmann (1956:733), be it husband, father, brother, daughter,
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“marriage (customary or marriape ordinance) and also the
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his wife and children, and is alone hedd responsible for
thelr financial support. As it has already been suggested

above, cohabitation in the urban centers has been affected .

by the structural foraation of ?hoj@ouse_unit, the tyne of

literacy lcvel of'both.spouses.

Having inproved ﬁis economic position in the urban'economy,
the urban father is constantly faced with the prob;em'of
setting a priority in balancing.the moral obligatiOns_he deomo
neeeﬁsarylto‘meet the financial needs of parents and the °
educetion of sons or daughters of a relativerith whoq he

-

nrobibly stayed while growing ups. The tradition of mutual
support, noted P. arris (1961:138), is the most concrete ;
. o ~EIone

© expression. of family solidarity, but it becomes increasingly
. . N . - ’

unworkeﬁle,as the members‘of the family diverge in income and
sfyles of life. The need to assisf'the infirm members.of oné's
fanily (the family of orientetion) remains the matrix satisfying
their mofal and.emotional need, The first ‘charge on a man's "°
beneficience stated P. ©s Lloyd (196? 186), is the educatlon

of his own. Junlor brothers and 81oters. r"he feellng of
‘obllmatlon rec1procates the'exnectatlon of’ the famlly that

their one successful member will br1ng'not~on1y prestige but .

material rewards to the whole groﬁp. So there is aluwys the

_ need on the part of tho urban fatner ta compensate for any

help he m15ht have recelved from other relatlves, who actually

“

‘fcel that they contrlbutod aomothlng to hlu preaent SUCCESSe

‘A man oftcn feels unfulfllled in he has not been able to

neet the neods of his klnsmen._ Obligatinn ig more often  .°



. woman becomes worried; because it is a good opportunity for L :

'the-man to have .a .concubine who supposely W1il give birth to
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observed than evaded. Despite this, he is juet as concerned
about the well-being of his children as he is of .bis parents
or other relatives. DBut the moral and emotional pressures
on the individual to subordinate his personal interests to
those of his family group are still powerful, As J. Gugler
and Y, Flanagan (1978:119) pointed out’;

"The. competing claims on sucgessful

kinsmen is a single impediment to

the economic mobility of the individual

and hig offspring'.

If, in fact, kinsmen have had any great imnact on their economic

mobility or are seen as 1mpediments to progress, such claims

so far are practically unsubstantiated.

Whether the level of education of the men has a direct
relationship with their choice of monogamy or polygamy, is
Just as uncertain as te relate the number of offsprlng to the
level of education, The p01nt of the matter is that it is not
unusaual to-findAas'many children in a.polygamous-relationship

as in a monogamous relationship. The economic ﬁrain‘involved
. , _ "

“in haviné many children has not yet'been perceived by many

modern couples. The rationale'for man& children, i5 that

.God will ‘take care of them. While this may be faCile, it has '

become an unfading aXion that only the economic and educational

+

'1mprovement of the family members will eventually determine.

When there is no male child in a monogamous relationship, ‘the

a male child., The inside wife may encourage frequent -

pregnancy to increase the chances for a male child; whereas
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it often.leads to an increase in the number of children.

From this point, stated P.C. le&d (196?:150), the woman's

" status Hécomes threatened, as she sees her husband's income
dissipated on othér women, and on children not her own.
Husbands" mothers are also very impatientg worried and
unnecessarily quick to advise their sQns to try and ook
outside for women who could bear a male child for'them.
Inasmuch as men feel that their mothers and siblings have
prlor clapims on their beh;v1ors, then, the parental advice
becomes very influential upon the family structure. It
fosters the propagation of several children and again
pe-emphasizes the crucial role that sén-mother_tiés play on
the stability or instability of a marital relationship. The
role played by the husband's mother in this circumstance 'is
structurgil¥ functional especi&lly in thé_continuity of a
behavioral control which the older generation place on the
yoﬁnger. The mother's succésé in persuading her son therefore,
bgcomés‘a rationale to justify her influentiai power and also
Tany unfriendiy;atmqsphere'bé%ﬁeen the hushend's méther and’
hlS wife. . ‘ ‘ _

Flnanc1al obllgatlon may not be 'the factor! that
stlmulates the son-mother tles, rather, 1t may have more to ‘
do with the usual absence of husbands from their wives while
_the chlldren are growing up; either as a result.of job transfer
or beécause there is a demand on them to make rofatiénal visits
to their outside wivég and concgbines. Many educated husbands,
stafes P. C.'Lloyd~(1967:i?8),'still say that their mothers

are more important in their lives than their wives; oné can
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always get another wife, never another mother. !MNen wiil
first discuss matters such as building a new house or changing
jobs with perents or brothers. The children identify more
with their mothers than they do with their'fathefs; and this
attitude continues info adulthood., ’
It 180a soc1ety where men generally derive Jjoy from

staylng out31de beyond a reasonable time, while their wives
"ease their,frustrations through association with neighbours
andrfrieﬁds or in helping their children with their school
aseignments. Notwitﬁstanding, the men's behavior in- this
situation is functional for providing their ﬁives with an
impetus to make them improve their economic statuses which in
_tﬁrn give'him securit& and an edge over other competing admirers
-of the men. This subsequently becomes a threat to the men.

The men, become‘aAXieus,as P.C; Lloyd (1967:176) pointed out,
that their Wives should'augment tﬁe household income, though ‘
where there is a tendency towards marital instability they

,may be jealous of the opportunltles that their w13es enjoy to
meet other men, where shared interest are few, they suspect
thé‘competition of wealthier and more successful men. . The

fear that other wealthier men are competing for . their womien

+is also functional to the structural contlnulty of the famlly :
~pattern. Firstly, the woman's ability to improve her-econpmlc
;p051tion, puts a limit to the endless.control that the man has .
over his w1fe, and secondly, that improved economic position

) becomes a b1nd1ng force for a marital life.

- THE URBAN MOTHER

The' observahle contradiction in marital value existing

-
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between the rural and the urban mothers can only be regarded ™
as a product of their socio-econoumic enviroment, As a

result of her cducation, the urban wmother is wmore articulate
and pronc to indencndent decisions. ©She is an earner and,

if in entrenrcneurial activity, sihe is generally capable ofr
orgahizing ner activities to vrimarily mcet’hevneeds of her
childroen, épd cecondarily, her husband's., Che is less bound
by home and.children and therefore in a better position o
pursuc carecr opportunities.b The woman's desire Lo pursuc :
her own carcer, stressed ¥.0. Lloyd (1967:180), is an effort
to insure azainst her husband's infidelity. The Yoruba women
have a considerable degrece of economic independenée. Although
a Women muét remain overtly'differential to their husbands;
theif'positions are deteriined more by their own business
skills and their club membership than by their husbands'
position. -

Deﬁending on the ievel of education, the urban mother
is‘quick # pose any‘marriage other than the one under the
ordinances. ~Tor the :hristians;_the wvedding isleither
conducted.in the church or in the ngriage Registry; and if.
the marriage is in the ﬂQSQue,:a fo}m of certificate“is
provided, :One‘of‘the imporfant elements in‘fﬁé statﬁtory'

marriage is its insistence on the free ‘consent of the

contracting parties. This is contrary to customary marriages

where the cohsent of parents played more inportant roles than
that of the marrying couple. The selection of spouses. outside

parental influence has a significant function in setiing ‘the
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stage for a long or short duration of courtship, whi.ch may
discourage or encourage the establishment of a wonﬁhy
relationship. One may argue further that, in spite of womén's
lack of right to mariﬁal choice, marital relationships worked
out well iﬁ the traditional days, but the fact of the matter
is that even wheﬁ'thg women- were not satisfied with thé
relationships or the choices presented to fhem, theia lack_
of sufficient eccnomic ihdependence was an.handicap militating
against individual freedom.

"Contrar§ to the traditional concept of marriage, the

urban marriage, church or the Mosque, becomes very instrumental

‘for the woman who becomes the rightful owner of the man, even

lu‘ .
though a majority of the latter is polygamous by conviction,

A church marriage, mentioped A, Izzett (1961:310),
carries considerable social prestige that both families
highly value. The evidence is obvious by the appearancé.of
the couple in one of Nigeria's newspapérs, !Lagog Weekend'
and also.in the lavishyyarties that follow. .However, the
extent of lavishness can be controlled-by‘those cbuples who
will rathef spend their money on‘other meaningful acfivities.
Unlike the traditional deen, the urban women (wives)

find patrilocal form of residence as a deterrant to an
. _ - :

understanding in a relationship. In a situation where the

'new‘bouple cannot afford a neolocal form of residence,

patrilocal becomes their only alternative until they are able

~

to afford one. Nevertheless, neolocal residence is becoming

" the prevaleht form bacaﬁse it limits the direct control that

oy g ekt Stk e mnenne s el PR A . [
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the husband's relatives have on him; which will in turn have

t
a significant impact on :the warital rclationship. Tieolocal

residence provides a total privacy for the couple, Tt limits
D )?

. the woman's exposure to any, forms of criticism fron her,

in-laws, who 'traditionally have a preconceived image of a good
wife; whereas a highly cducated vomen least represents those
preconceptions.i‘ﬂs further stated bj ¥, Hellmann (1955:738),
the emphasis on the ‘paternal principle haé'been lessened by
the fact that most urban brides do’ not commence thelr married
life in the homoqtead of their husband's father, are.less sub-
ject to the tutelage of his fawmily and have-diségided many of
the customary forms of showing respect, 'S. K. Usman, (1980:90)
likewise indicates that more than 70 percent of his respondents
have bezun to see a trend towards neolocal residence and
consequently towards autonomy, privacy and perhaps ‘ -
compainship. The re5pondentstolso indicated that persohs O
recently married are bettor off living on their own.

The fésidenge of most educaéed urban couples often
include maids and/or one or‘tworelatives living permanentl&
with them. While both run errapds and assist in other domestic
vorks, the former are paid for their services but latter are
compensated by paying their way ﬁhrough scﬁools. This pattern
has'become a commonplace amonw-the Yorubas. The roles of the
maids become very vital in that while both cauples, are at thc1r
respective work, the W oman, does not have o worry about gettlng

the meal rcady or cleanlng the house, the maids are able to

relieve her of thé dual role. - Young wives, indicated
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As T. Paker and iis Bird, (1959:104) rightly 1nd1catcd,

"a modern elaboration of the old
traditional right to process and .
sell the meagre surplus together
with the right to own property
individually have given many women
the chance to re-phrasef their
positions; ifse.ese For éhe
subsistence of herself ‘and her
children she need no longer be -
utterly dependent upon her co-wives
and mother in-law, need no longer
rely on her husband's kin after his
death for her personal support"

lIt can therefore be mentioned at thls 5uncture that the
urban dwelllng of women and their educat10nal attainment have.
served v1ta1 functions for the overall economic survival of the
Yoruba family. In the first place, unllke the tradltlonal
mothers, thefurban mothers‘are no more relegated to the

subordinate and even subservient position as her financial

assistance to both her family ‘of orientation (the prlmary famlly)

.and‘ that of procreatn_on (the secondary family) becomes so

significant that her economic position among her kin is equally
as recognizable as the men's;f Many of. the the urban women
belong to different organlzations whose purpose is "to help

improve their percelved traditlonal images., The formatlon of

‘these. organlzatlons op one hand, prov1des an awareness for C

. self~evaluation and . on the other hand, prov1des a form of .

psychologlcal satlsfactlon in an uncertaln marital relatlonshlp.

In homes where the voman is the head of the family, her "

:ﬂabillty to fulfll the obligation to her family’ has supported the-

argument that the economic 1mportance of tradltional ‘women . was

just as commendable as’ those of theé rbaﬂ“centers. Vhereas:

1ndiv1dual égaluatlon in the rural economy was imp0551ble

| g o CRRhris A S



as 1t was based on group effort, and according to V. J.

Goode. (1964:531), such a groupins can take care‘of the infirm

or 1ncompetent, it has no way of rlddlng 1tse1f of this burden,

and sometlmes the cost weighs heavily on total income, Hence,

the women ‘who have always combined their traditional role

with their other rural industries, must have performed as
well in the traditional compound, if not better than men.

\ . : ‘
But because farming in the traditional compound was a more

. viable source of'income, and was dominated by men, it did

overshadow. the economic 1mportance of. the traditional women
to their’ famllles. Therefore, w1th the strengthenlng economlc
status of the urban women, and if that economlc strength
pro-.des a form of.control, then it is not an understatement
that a maaorlty of women have started to displace the .
tradltlonal image of men's authorltatlve pos1t10n. As T.

Baker and M. Bird, (1959: 117-118) 1nd1cate, women are often
expected to show . generosity fb thelr kin through f1nanc1a1

contrlbutlons to help meet thelr needs.‘ It is therefore

3

,a;so clear feom. 211 indication that there is a profound need. .

for ihﬂividﬁalVfinanciahmsecurity for womeén and their ability

t0 acguire a personal incéme 1s of inestimable value. -

_ In some literate homes, the couple SplltE the expenses."J
Hen, have been aware of the economlc 1mportance of their
w1ves, whlch is an 1ndlcation that the formen's appreclatlon f

of the latter has become even greater. Such an ecdﬁomic asset

A}
may. be the factor that mllltates against high 1nc1dence of

divorce, as long as there are not too many women who could
& . - '
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be just as econonlcallj viable as the one at home, The
financial contribution that the majority of urban women

now make to their family income,'some.the greater portion,
has‘gifen them, as pointed out by Z. Hellmann (1956: 1736), an
economlc standing which has been a major factor 1nora151ng ~
ch81r statug. The women are no longer automatlcallj relcgatcd

to the subordlnate position. ihelr social statuses arc o

dependent on their achievement-within their community and

such statuses outweigh that of many men. Fyrther, as .T. Baker -

"and M;.Bird'(1959‘i13) reparked, the economic importance of. the

W1ves in the uroan centers to thelr husbands is . a vital reason

¢
why dlvorce has become sometimes counter productlve.

' The economlc V1ab11ty of the women becomes structurally
functlonal in two dlstlnct ways that romplzment each other,
They have . lessened the economlc burden of thelr husbands by

sharlng the flnanc1a1-respon81b111t1es'1n thelr homes. Thls

~

in turn allows the touples to meet ‘other obllgatlons of sendlng

thelr smbllings~through school if they are the only successiul

ones in thelr respectlve famllles, and also to be able to

afford some forms .of remlttance'to parents 1n the rural areas.,

The Joint flnan01al effort of urban couples in thls form ;?-:9“

bears s;mllarltles to the! JOlnt economlc unlt of productlon' <

formed 1n the rural economy, but the contrast 1n the sources ;.

“of proflt, and the 1nab111ty of traditlonal system to account

.

B T L Lt

fdr lazzness of 1ts members, explalns why the urban mothers,

. in partlcular, are gradually galnlng an economlc par with. the

. .
‘.»'-

modern fathers. -j; ;;_-; : e oo

N . L ) i . . - . .

U
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T to. look for each otlier; parents and childreng aﬁd men and"
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assistance. This attitude iS‘very'functional in the sense that

\ ) t
.

.cOdSies'share financial responsibilities of their homes, but .
‘bec

and the tendency for men, to have extra children outside themr |

'matrimonial homes, ‘most women:completely oprose the idea of

common-purse:: But in an attempt to provide a‘formief secipity

for herself and her own children, urban wives prefer to build

their bwn home, independent of their husband's'finanCial Co e

L4

[ -7 Y
1t may, reduce jealousy uhich ensues after the death of their

_husband. In fact they have been able to demonstrate to their

_-husbands' kin that they do not, in fact depend on or lavish

‘their son's income since such ill-founded accusations were the

L oa N . - . - i B '- . . .
basis for their occasional and sometimes frequent friction.
. H N . b . Lo - . '

' The dispersal of family meibers into different residences

v

in the:urban enters d their subsequent departure from the

. traditional ways of life, do net suggest a complete neglect

of" their membership solidarity, .on the contrary,'a close-

.network of kinship ties ‘have’. so far been maintained.i But.what

| will happen beyondethis, is, subaect to both the soc1al and’

economic Situation then. Both spouses have ‘50" far remained

strong in their commitments to mset the needs of - their parents}

¢ ine the rural areas, their” S1blings and other relatives.. P.‘

C. Lloyd (1967 184) has rightly pOinted out that, 1n spite '’ l

- T

L

.women Visit their homes as often as they can. IT the degree

of kinshi. tl'S 1s measured by economic assistapce extended

se of male’ 1nf1delity, uncertainty of marital relationships

T

mri of the differences in roles and the distances, kinsmen continuef“u;p;;”
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if not the factor, on which the stability or the instability
of‘the Yoruba faﬁily'depends, is the presumed obligation_intq't )
which its.members sociaiize. Just as the traditional family
formed.a:well-tunctioned 'joint'economic unit of production'
in uhich everyone survived, so is it incumbent on the urban .
family to'continue to survive by its ability to assist the
. infirms. The individualism of African family, as noted by
.E.lHellmann_(1956;?35); has not reached the degree of aloofness
’found among the European middle class where, frequently, even
the nelghbour s name is not known, but it is the direction in-
whlch change. is proceedlng

In splte of occas1onal pressure ‘from some’ diehard
grandparents, the educated urban families are not as
'enthu81astic on the’ subJect oflrlde—prlce, aS'thelr traditional
'-conntertarts.' Slnce the value of education has been 1nculcatedf

into thelr children whlle growing up,'and once they have

» ;attalnedzmelr desired standard, a certaln amount of 1nd1v1dual_

| .. to part w1th'me stringent traditlonal control. o _: _

'.;between parents, as one becomes more permlss1ve than the other.

'l,freedom becomes 1nev1table from parents. Dating patners of
thelr‘chr;dren may be tolerated'w1thout muchJinter?erence.
”;Nevertheii' ’ lt\ill be unduly mlsleadlng atihls p01nt to

generallze thls parental‘permlssive~att1tude because, there

'are.Some parentsxho,-lnusnite of. educatlonal 1eve1 refuue

1ywAs as result, An- mostwhomes thls leads'b occa510nal clash

The: chqﬁd yherefore continue'b use the more tolerant parent
{“fsw.f v o ' -. i i a0 _W
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usually the mother, as his or her defence lawyer whenever

he or she sneaks out on a date. However, the educated

. parents place a higher value on blessings during their

children's marriage than they do on-brideaprice.

The financial obligation as traditionally assuﬁed by
members of the Yoruba family, is structurally functional in
that it helps redistribute wealth to meet the needs of
1nd1v1duals vhich otherwise would have been taken up by.the'
'non-existent' welfare services; ﬁntil such services become.
ayailable, the family will have to depend-on its-members for
its continued survival, despite the fact that the net effect

-
.

of such exercise is an impovenishment o;,the few capable

!
members. The emotlonal and psychologlfal satlsfactlon that

the needy members derlved from this obﬁlgatlon has remained

one multlfunctlonal element mllltatlng agalnst-the outbreak

of social ev1ls, such ‘as child neglect,, Chlld delmnquency or

"homelessness.- As J, Aldous, (1962 9) sald .

YRelatives and the extended family, :
therefore substituted.for the o - ' :
. . " non-existent public welfare programme., '
o . Kinsmen provide for the elderly and
© support the sick, the jobléss and the
destltute"

L

Inasmuch as most chlldren are dependent on thelr parents

for too 1ong a tlme, sometlmes unt11 adulthood, their mental

" or psycholpglcal abllltylto deal with everyday problem ‘is

undermlned by thelr parents. As such, this sectlon w1ll use-

. chlld/ren interchangeably, for 1nfants,preschoolars and even

! [4
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&
adolescents to analyse the relationship between the parents
and'their children. - o '

- Few contrasts are easily.observed between the parent-
child relationship in the traditional days -and in the modern
days, which evolved from urbanism. .Children in the traditional
homes were usuai&y ;eft in the care of adult memhers of the
compound who assisted.in disciplining them while parents were
on the field toiling. But the-offspring of the urban migrants’
or those whose kin sponsored them to the urban®centers in
order to recelve better educatlon, have in most cases been ©
left in the care of untralned maids or stewards.

There are many factors.amelloratlng these dlscrepancies;
The physical characteristics of the traditional compoundldid
not allow individual privacy, as suoh,-children éxhibiting
any antisocial‘behavior or becoming unruly can be-criticized
openly‘or haue some punishments inflicted'on them by any elders
of the pompoun@e The usual form of punishment was- flogging.
_Such'punishment is what a social psyshologist will refer to
as.uSing a negative punishment to correct 2 negative behavior;'
' the sesult of which 1s not a positive response, but a negatlve
one. What this saylng purports is that, chlldren 5 behavzor
. can be corrected in a nonviolent manner,,such that a positlve
.'attltude 1s produced. Both parents urban and rural have 7?
:qnot dev1ated 80, much from the beliefs that the only. way to R
correct a behav1or in a chlld is by 1nfllct1ng heavy
',Qﬁ% punlshment (flogging). 'SOme diehard traditlonal parents who

T bedan

- live 1n a crowded urban house unlt may ask any of the tenants .

.. . - . .‘-:._....‘._.A . . P - N ". .
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to help them flog their children for some hehaviors which
would have been corrected either by talking it out with the

child or denying him or her pocket money. The latter form

- of punishment has virtually been édopted by most educated

parents. Nevertheless, the child-parent relationship in

both periods have not been so divergent in their contents

“as to suggesf a trend toward the collapse of either,

Lt

The primary concern of parents for the success of their
children has not been jeopardized yet; either by the improved
socio-ecohomic class df the urban parents or the form of
marriage. But there are differences in the manner hy which
the réspective parento pursue theirlaims. The modern educated

parents are quick to specify what profession they wish their

" children to pursue, but the traditional onés have=iifficulty

.
S verballzlng what educatlonal and occupatlonal asplratlons

they ‘have for their éhlldren. Thus, Je Gugler and W. Planagan'
(1978:172) rightly pointed out, most traditional parenhs are

unaware of the expandlng educat10nal opportunltles avallable

.in Nigeria., The¥ only wish that thelr children to be good

people and get an unspeelfled hlgher quallflcatlon. When
the chlld of the elite parents contlnuously perform poorly
1n most’ schools that he or she. attendsy such a chlld is sent

-

abroad in order to, as assumed by parents,-save thelr ellﬁism.
If anything has wmdened the*dlfferences whlch have occured
in chlld-parent relatlonshlp of both traditional and ‘urban
family, 1t\1s the env1ronment and’ the e@ucatlon_of the latter; f
such that the, social gap b?&WFEﬁ urban child‘and parents has
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somehow shortened, The modern parents have been able to
relate to thelr chlldren without the latter freez1ng up at
the call of their parents. Asnlndlcated by J. Gugler and
e Flanagan (1978: 170), - ' T

"The modern educated parents actlvely
seek a warm, friendly relaticnship with
their children; they play with them,
read to them and look after them., UNot
giving into their children's whinms,
however, educated parent still expect-
their children to be obedient, e.g. to
fetch something when sent, but .
consideration is given to what the
children are doing at the time they are
summoned, and if parents' reguest can
be delayed children may be allowed to
complete their ‘activity'. .

-

Whereas; in the traditional family whenefevery nember formed
a 'joint economic unit of production'.with the head, the

authorltatlve rosition, of the man becomes even more profound

: because-dlver51f1cat;on into other labour economy was

- » *
non-existent, hence his. power became inestimable, Income

of traditional parents wae'relatiue to the quantity of farm

produce and the proflt generated from it; in contrast the

urban parents have two sources- of income in. most cases ﬁo

;offset‘the financial burden on one, and thelr offspring do .

notucontributefto the eurvival‘of the family, rather they

are prlmarlly consumer

Whlle parents in both settlngs educate ‘their children  ;

at home, in. the traditlonal compound 1t was done %y every o

capable member of the compound, whereas the urban parents

. may. do it alone, But if parents cannot afford t¢ pay someone

to give their children home tutoring, a young relative who

S,
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has just completed his or her secondary school will be glad
to offer that assistance, so as to compensate for his free
accommodation. The eldest -child in the family may become
useful in this manner. Tducated parents, unlike the
jlliterate ones, -surround their children with all possible
) - ™
learning materials and toys, so that they can at a very early
stage of development socialize into an academic milieu. But
’ .
this advantage over children from humble homes does not in
anyway mean that it has any long term effect on what both
children become in future., Children from elite homes are
spurred on carly or later in life to realize that without
nu education they'can Alﬁays fall back on parents' name
or jrealth, in order to become successful. Vhat one becomes
in the Higerian society, depends on who one knows. It may
be paradokical, yet it is true. Children of the educated
elite, mentioned Jo Gugler and W. Flanagan (1978:167), are
tailer, heavier, healthier and begin schooling earlier and
;wffﬁ\mqré skillﬁ}%han the products of illiterate or
“traditional Yoruba homes. - These advantages are the result
' of superior housing, diet and medical care. P. Co Lloyd
(1967:183)..has mentioned that; ' .
. "Elite children c¢an scarcely fail to
notice their privileged position in -
society. Though they may attend primary
~ schools where the majority of pupils
~are from humble homes, they arrive in -
their fathers' cars, while others trek. .
‘for two or three miles, 0Often their -
parents were themselves born in humble
homes and deny 'class' differences in
their society; yet they tend to be
- .highly selective in choosing playmates

for -their children, often rejecting those
from poorer homes as being rude-or dirty",.
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Residential aliénation based on social status has not
been vefy much evident amonleoruba families, Rich and poor
alike share neighbourhood, nevertheless, the sophistication
in taste is indicative of the consumption pattern of a
particular class, .But the education which the traditional
parentsrprovided their children is one invaluable item that
iis i;repossessible and it is that as well, which narrows the
opportunifies between the advantaged and dfsadvantaged children,
Having departed so much from the‘traditional way of
parenting, the urban parents have used their improvedreconmmic
resources to rationalize this departure, The basic conveniences
that their‘ihcome provide is indicative of their ability to-.
pay the wages of housemaids or stewards and even to provide
spe01alhutor1ng for thelr chlldren entering hlgher 1nst1tut10n
of learning. The day care centers have become new 1nst1tut10ns
where werking parents keep their pre-scheolers or toddlers
while pursuing other caraefs; and they are ready to pay any

price to aehieve this conveniende. In fact,-those who are A

Leinot- economlcally well-off, do try by all means to get’ thelr

'5f*ch11dren 1nto them, because hav1ng ones children in those

'places is a way of 1dent1fy1ng with a partlcular class. Urban
parents have thepefore done all %his to'divorce themselvee.
 from all the traditional normative patterns., | | ‘
These centers, of course, become structurally functlonal )
Afor famlllcs where both parentsvwork, s0. far as they anable _.
women to fulfil the dudl role. whlch might be conflictlng if

: these centers are not avallable. On-the other hand, they
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make possible thé.continﬁity of an independent economic
status fhat is sb meaningful to the women.

The relationship of ~children to their parents in the
traditibnal compound was more ‘of a symbiotic form, because
children formed a part of the 'joint economic unit' from
which éveryone benefits. Vhereas, the children of the modern
parents do not contribute anything ;n terms of labour to
improve the economic situation of the family. Rather, they
are economically-felated to their parents only in the parasitic
form, whereby they withdraw profit from an ecoﬂomy into which
they did not contribute. Children in both settings however,
‘have a form of psychological contentedness for both marital
relat;pnships. They:are like tinding fdrces even vhen a
mari%éi life is at the verge of collapse, Hevertheless the
only clear cut advantage that the new generatibn.of prban"
offspring has over the children of traditioenal home ié;éh;t,
it is the new generation-that;ié producing and incfeaing the
proportion of the newly educated females, This has in turn -
‘brightenedl appreciébly the oppprtﬁnity_tp aéquire higher

social status and a subsequent depletion in the traditional

-male authoritative position and its dominance.
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PRORLIM~GENERATING TEHSION T THE VORUBA FANTLY
" Inasmuch as the Yoruba structure is,maintained through
a continued exercise of financial interdependen®e of its

members, tension in the unit can thus be submerged and persist

-Tor a long. duration. Economic viability is enough to amelio-

rate any out burst of sporadic tension. But as P.Ce Lloyd
(1968:67) suggested, marital tension increases in periods of -
rapid social chaﬁée, when .the expectations of the spouses may
ceasa to be complementary. ‘hile such lack of- complementarity
has so far haen evioent in educational and occupational ;
gragagion of the spduses, it is however not. erfough .to suggest -
that rapid social change'will lead to an immediate halt in :
both moralAand'eﬁgzﬁonal Obligations that are so well ingrained
among the family members. . ' |

/e’ believe that marrlage in the traditional days was more
sacred that now such that any act of ten51on ‘was unthlnkable
or unforseeable.' Vie also believe that the Yoruba wives have
.always bapn economically independent of thein: huahand, :

and the degree of ma ital tension in traditional famlly could

Aot be determlned. cause the communal nature of the early

compound made indi/ 1dual property ownershlp 1mp0551b1e.
Cy

.Nevertheless, 1t is hereby suggested that the same attltude

of traditional parents to be at least economlcally

.1ndependent of each other, has bqen 1ncu1cated in the minds “ﬁ“,‘w{”_-

of their offsprlngs. In point of fact,

_e mother of a young
wife is qulck to p01nt out to her- daughter not to jointly

invest on anything with her husband, as the latter's EN\'

P

“
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fidelity in her marriage is very uncertain. Unlike the couples

of the western society that jointly buy a home, a car or own
- : _

a business as a result of mutual trust, the modern Yoruba

_couples do not trust each other as to go that far with

themselves; because if the nan does not waste his incone on

1voucn, he will spend 1L on another child outside his

‘matrimonial home, It is this fear of marlual ungertainty that

made mothers advise their daughters against gctting into any

heavy financial dcaling with their husbands. The increasing

literacy rate among women has even exacerbated the situation

. 1. . . + ! » . -
in such a way that evcry.one does his or her own thing. An

advice of this nature can be very counterproductive to a *

reiaticnship; and when couples operatle infthis'wéy, tension
is inevitable; but the intensity of it is not as great.as to
collapse the structure neither can it divorce the couples

from their flnanc1a1 assistance to their kinsmen,

1Lh the cmpha51s on fertility, if a woman marrled under

.

‘the ordlnange remalned 1nfert11e4for a perlod of tlme, she
may come under the pressure”from_her 1n-laws.v She maJ he
labelled_as e‘witeh orhas someone whoee waywardness while
yeuné was‘respdnsihie for~her ehildlessness.. As A Izzet£
(1961 :314) suggested a husband who found that hlS w1fe vas

barren would look for another. But the economlc utility of

,the wmfe today, sometlmes handlcaps the man from summarlly .

- leawing his" wife, whereas 1f the W1fe was marrled to a’

poljgamons home, ‘the pressure from in-laws would not have

‘been as great as when she is the only legal w1fe as there

e e P me
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are other wives who could have children, . It is however . :
necessary to mention at this juncture that seeking help - ,
‘through the native doctor during infertility is common negandless
of ones level of education. In point of fact, an educated
man may exercise patience, despite all the pressure fron
kinsmen during the #nfertility period of his wife, before
he too beglns to show much concerns The wife may agree Wlth

im to have another child outslde as long as the mother is
_no admltted into her matrlmonlal\home and he will be the .;
chlld’s legitimate father. The outslde woman becomes a |
rlval, believing that she has a greater chance of marltal
status than the_1n51de wife, The sltuatlon becones more
. tense-ifjthe outside woman decides to seek subernatunal

means to displace the inside wife..Aigaaccofding to a
' ]

Yoruba saying, once a woman bears a Chlld for a man, that

"woman is no longer percelved as a concublne " L1terally,_

she‘ls socially sanctloned as a w1fe. The man remains
morally and flnan01ally commltted to the outside woman and )
her chlld. But 1t is believed that the outside ‘woman

- needed %he man’s rlnaneial assistanee more than the legal

one; asfa well“edueated woman»will not euosenibe to the f T

- -~
1dea of outside woman, she will wish to be the mistress of

3

the house.' . . _ :
f-‘ Such a situation w1ll produce ten31on ovef‘a perlod of-

S R e e T
T JCA

“tlme, especlally 1f tneqehildless wife refuses to:leave'her-"
"husband to try someone else because of soc1al stlgma |

‘attached td 1t. NOnetheleig!E some. educated women v1ew thls-'3 '

i I"' . B '?‘

oy



A e e

BT T

1

situation as réggbn enough to leave the.man because
: . . .

" infidelity is sometimes not perceived as a prohlem'of the

,i 15 more common and more ea51ly tolerated RA those women 1n

two spouses, The woman is the only one perceived as having
some physiological problems.. A. Izzett (1961:314)

states that an economically free woman may ieave her husband‘
-with the hopc that she will have better luck Wlth another -
man e There are some. women who after they have declded to "
stay’wlth.the man and endure all the pressure from 1n-1aWS, -
becovk pregnant and this exacerbates the act of Jealousy
between the dinside wife and the out51de woman, Who sees her

hope of becoming the mlstrese of‘the house, scattered,

The outside woman ig. capable of doing many things to v

[

w1n the affection of the man at the expe he one at 'st

home. 1) She could delay the man each time he pays her a "o

-v151t to the extent that he spends most of his evenlnge with

her, rather than being ih hlS matrlmonlal home. And 2) it
_she'is too desperate, she may .seek. the help of a natlve
" doctor whereby the home w111 e an arena of per51stent

quarrel and hatred between the spouses until the 1n31de wife

voluntarllly leaves the ‘mane

=W :E:.del:.ty is another»»factor that may encourage :
tension amohg spousee.‘ As I have earller alludedwto the fact
that,most-men-derlved Joy in epend;ng nost of the;r tlme in

theihomee of‘their giri friends'or coﬁbubines‘:thie behaviori

polygamous unlon than for 2 woman marrled under the ord;nance,

because.the w1fe-1n former unlon-has-been‘acculturated into
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the rotational VISlt of her husband, so it was not a strange
act. But for the women who have monogamous marrlages, it

represents the hlghest degree of human deviance ‘ever expressed

@

in the matrlmonlal home. He. is never home to share paternal
el feelings’ with his chlldren because when he comes home late’ at -
night, eve yone is in bed _except perhaps the house mald who
would ,put hi I:\\\xn\ea]. on the table, at the end of which he goes -
to bed. The same: thlng contlnues every other d§;} ThlS is “,1
.why I contend that there are much stronger t1es betWeen mother .

\ e

and chlldren "than between the father in view. qk his pers1stent

absence from home. When & man con51stent1y‘1ndulges 1n what

e might’ call a partlal commltment to paternal role 3 ' tﬁa u-i'-.‘f
_s . because of extra-marltal sexual fun that may be geared

. S e
K

toWards .a long stand1ng relatlonshlp, save the polygamous '..r_ |

IS . ;_.—k'"

El -

3 umdjon ; then, the chlldren*may not. relate to h1m on the best L.'. 4

D A

.of terms. L1kew1se, when a man con51stently sPends more tlme’fw

: 1n his out51de relatlonshlp than he would w1th hls lega} wife,.
the 1atter’s faath and hope 1n the relatlonshlp beoome -
Jeopardlzed. Thls is the behavmor which P. C. Bloyd, (1968 ?1) ‘
.referred to as-. contributlng to what one can aptly speak of . '_., _

o as - a hlgh degree of marital instability. ‘@“r:.>é“:@;*‘T:*eteefajfwi~7

f“\\ég,tb; .. l Anothef'form of ten51on among the spouses is evmdept "filﬂ{1=

) iél”when the husband 1s gone on a JOb transfer and the economlc' 'f;o{fﬂ

B . x '.. '-:
wlashe acconmany hlth“Long separation fnom hlS wife furthermwmer, SR,

=T

.-encourages man’s’ infidellty and further Weakens a marltal .:_,.‘; Lo
: Ca A K .\-a'”_‘,
. ;' _”,relatlonshlp ﬁPat is‘very often embedded wtbh some elements ‘-g».j

fflx.of uncertalntles. To this -A- IZZBt “(1951 qujéadded:

B e
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and feglect the first ¥me. : . -
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the vomen, naving previouslynéuffered%neglecf, bocome-éfraid'
of accompaning their husbands when they are'fransferred,else;
where to work. Their éﬁsbands tﬁen usually take another wife

Income disparitj-between spouses,. parental influence and
incéme ipterdependence‘between parents md cﬁii@;ghawill contihﬁe
Lo be'interdependently]ective factors that encourage tension
among the Yeruba fami}y. Firstly, w1th regards to income
disparity, in éencral, men make belter 1ncode than thelr u1ves,‘
which is epeuvh for parentc-to continuously'remind-*heir-sons
of hlS financial commmiment Lo hﬁlp hls younger siblings as he
uould to his own chlldren. Unllke the Furopean style, whatevar

the Yoruba men snont on Lhelr famllles (proceratlonal and

' orlenuatlonal), their wives 4re{probably the 'individual to

whom they are'least'acéountable. A wife, whose husband has nbt

.peen Iulfilling in his :role begins to suspect that hs“hag spent

all his money on his siblings, parents a%§ evén relatives.

-ThlS suppition may davclon intc animosity between the u1fe and

her 1n—laws. As L. HMair (1969 150) suggested, such flnanc1al

-~

clalMS initiate ten51on bctween spouses -and provmde a ground

- for resentment for a wife against a husband, but thé husband

may also object to his wife sendlng.moneJ to her relatives. -
C : : : . N .
The lack of tommon-purse between spouses and the man's

unaccodhtabiiity about his etpenditufe enbourages the latter

v

to entlce as many ‘women, as he wishes on the streety at the ~

workplace or “even at social watherings. Men ‘tend to" justifj”“”‘“*”

thelr marital 1nf1dclity by thelr greater contrlbutlon to the

.famlly. - But “the moment‘ﬁe man cannot 1mpress‘the 'extra-marltal

pertner' menctarily or materially or influence-wise, the women,

as A, Izdett (1961:314) stated, f¥gls justified



.4
C

.

3

to leave the relationship as the man no longer. fulfill.. his

nrllc duty of maintaining hers lloncy has therefore served

a function in promoting a trend away from marital fidelity

as 1nd1catcd bw the desire of either married or uamarried

uonen to enter &;relationship based on material gain rather

81

tﬁan affection. As Lo Tzzett (1961:315) suggested,,the Yoruba

M
~

0

women are,too credulous ardabreat believers in lucks They

R 9 ~

some@;mes‘get inte avrelationship with a married man, only

" " A . e P 0 - . .
to fird out that he has falsified his fifancial nosition.

: . N . - . ~ ’ .
Secondly,. the economic dependence of parentd may not

fbe the - o‘_tz}l reasen for parental-interference, rather, it

often has more to do with a child's disregard for,parental_?

'Objectionsito marital partners; which by its'very nature

prOV1de¢ g forum for anlmosity between parents and in-laws,.

A. "Tzzett (1991-)15) p01nts out »hat uhen the couple marry'

'71thout the consent of thelr resnectlve famllles, parents-

of one or-the ‘other ﬁometlmes try to break up, the marrlaﬂe

and make thelr chmld marry someone they prefer; elther hecause

of Lhe family name or because- they want an 1ntra—class -

' wedding. ther parent‘ean keep up the pressure-in a form

ES
of contlnued crltlclsm of elther spouse and cumulatzng to-

a point of pesterlng.; The more temperamental the W1fe, the

1

~more exacerbated the pressure becomes, and the greater ‘the

v - —

chance of her being 1gnored by her 1n-1aws. - o

As a corallary of what has been enunciated, awe betomes

a factor as'well,;funct;onlng in fayour of parents as a means



~

)

. E . \85 -

haN

Ll

to an'end . tost parents having been aware of their
chlldren s gulllblllty, tallored 1deas that could sometlmes
be counterproductlve to their marital relationship., In a

soc1ety where age becomes a viﬂtue as such it is presumed

——

that sors would unquestionably listen to parents' advice
esgec1ally 1f lt concerns their wives., A woman cannot have

a peaceful marltal relatlonshlp unless she curries the favour
of ‘hér 1n—laws, because. their alzenatlon may influence the
husband'g feellng. The strength of the. affinal txe,‘stated

f P Leach (1966:119), rests on the strength of the sibkling

' relatlonshlp between the brlde. As such, where a quarrel ensues

between spouseés 1t is 11nked W1th husband's srﬁllngs rather

- than with husband-W1fe relatlonshlp. 'Man's over-sen51t1veness

v

to matters concerning their W1ves and their. smbllngs ds just -

as detrimental to a marltal relatlonshlp as favourlng the

latter over their wives, ) )

| Another avenue for- problem-generatlng tenslon among the '
Yoruba spouses 1s concealed 1n the 1nab111ty of the 5001ety
to recognlse the 1ncompat1b111ty'of the spouses. Older people

and -close frlend always tend to meddle between quarrelllng A
spouses when there 1s glarlng ev1dence that they-cannot ,_/;H'-
tolerate each other. ‘People become too coucerned about the.
soclal stlgma that marital collapse entailsi rather\than

- seeing relatlonshm as somethlng based on mutual trust and S .

understanding between two pedple.- The idea of” recon01liation"
in"human relatlonshlp mentloned Ae Izzett(1961,345),

is deep}y ingrained in the Yoruba culture- such that_whenever

; . :
v -~
/ : “a

[} . v



situation in that they DrOﬁ;de a binding force for the

. rejuVenation of the spouses' relatinship that might have - P

.

—
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there 1s dlsharnony or dlsagreement there will be persons
coming forward to re—establlsh good relatiorns. r1he nersons

f
anelloratlng the dlfflcult moment are functlonal in this

otherwise broken down. ] - .
‘Alxﬁough‘there areASOme women who oan tolerate marital .
“tension for a long time and when they cannot get the 'good
face of thelr husbands, they seek. help through the native ’
doctor.u{ghy some Jomen resort %o:this: means*is~st11;

uncertaih and many will not publiely admit'to it. But it is
f - . -

‘however-believed that:tnere are more eitenuatingrfactors

B ' . ' y . . ' : (L - " .
-+ relating to this. - a) Having had all their’'children in the -

midst of a prolonged, tense relationship,”ﬁomen feel that they

would be losing 80 mucn‘ff‘they have to 1eave'their man. - The

‘ well belng of thelr thldren is not guaranteed with the 1ncom1ng

.

- THE mern ,IEALOLIS D I S T E

voman - -or, women, espeC1ally when,the former are stlll-young.

b) The f1nanc;al p051t10n of theit men may" have attracted the
vomen 80 mucn that, w1thout the assurance of hav1ng someone
eise uhose flnan01al posmtlon equals their husbands' and if
their own ecenomlc surv1val is. dependent on’ thelr stablllty of
both partners therefore becomes cru01ai in predetermlnlng the

"‘

permanence of a marltal relatlonshlp. . o AN '.. -
Delayed Jealousy 1s an ‘unacted feellng of contempt o
per51st1ng over a perlod of time in human relatlens espe01a11y

where marltal 1n3ust1ce is presumed, and the subséquent behavior
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,anlmosity between the wldow%jfnd consequently‘stralns the

becomes a rationale for sucnﬁhatfed. The polygamous Yoruba
famlly was not 1mmune to this unacted feeling of hatred because

the archltectural make up of the traditional compound vas

‘enough to facilitate such ten51on-bulld1n§ behavior. As P, C.

Lloyd (1968 75) has suggested, polygamous marriage 1nh1b¢Ls

‘its peculiar forms of tension. Tension evolving from 'delayed

jealeusy' was not manifested to a very high degree hecause,

a) ﬁery little was meaningfully at stake in termsrgf individual}
eains from the property or estate of the deceased man. b) l' /
during the traditional . days wen marrled late, with the result

»

that, when they dled their 51b11ngs 1nher1ted thelr propertles.

. The’ children of the deceased would be so young and thelr mothers

&
too were so subservient .to their marltal relatlonshlps that

adngﬁaff“gh;or property rights of their children was seen as
an aberratlon of their roles, . 3

»

Women have relatively 1mproved themselves so much that T

today, they advocate a fair and equltable rlght in mar1ta1

K relatlonshlp.. As such, when their husband dies, the delayed

jealousy become apparent over the sharmng of the deceased'

7

_propert? Th'.LS act of 3ealousy cuts across-any soclally

aanctioned forms of’ marltal relatlonshlp in whlch the deceased

.- is the’ legal father of all the ghlldren 1nvolved. The death of

their husband, and the de51re of the widows to. galn 50 much

from the property or estate left behind causes long term * ‘

. relatlonship between the children.-J v

Chlldren of the deceased accordlng to the law of devolutlon

. . -
Ll - . . ' ot



. of family'prcperty, arc éntitled to the nroperty or estate

of their father. As f.B.A, Coker (1966:298) indicated, the
children of %the death of their father and as a matter of 1dW,
the other children will only teke if, during ais lifctime, the
Tather acknowledzed then to be his.children. One would have
expected a total underﬁjandinc and contcntcdnCS“rerardiﬂb thc
devolution of fanllr nronertJ, on the contrary, the unacted

.

Jealousy among the UldOVo whose ant1c1pated,property galn
wés-probukly not réalized,‘becomeé functionally instrumental
in their detcrminafion’to witch other beneficiarics.

The question one therefore raise is; "why hgc.the 'witch
.Doctor' becomes the only means to rationalize what ic usually
_ claimed” as an 'unfair diétr;bdtion of the deceased property',

if there has always beec afcordi;l relationship among all his

recognl ed famllf@°°”: The anger and bitterness which some

.k

-of the widows exergised over the de#olution of family property}f

may not have been co cacalated 1f the UldOWu have not-entered
a-relatlonshlp on the bauls of how much money or materlal

o gain thcy can accumulate from the men., _Poor'hnd rich widows
. alike use supernatural pover to W1tch one another. . It is .
tometimes fearful. ;cjis an arena of competition where each
vidow tries to destroj the other and the ihdividual or;‘
1nd1v1dualu may not" 11ve to enjoy the pronerty obtalned, and
if allve, they may be>§ttacked bJ some 1ncurab1e disease that
even~modern medlclne.may.not disgnose.

The étudy conducted by L. Bloom (1976/77:99) indicated
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-‘,use irrational behaviors, especlally on the questlon of- who—
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that most young iigerians are beginning to realize, the endemic

SIS |

nature of tension based on rivalry and accruing to the
prevalence of woly_ amous families. 'That oné of the respondents

vrote bearsrrelevance to the unacied-delayed jealousy. e
. » Ve ) ) : . e o
vrote; T T ' ‘ T '
"As a little child I stayed mosgtly with. ., . .
- my mother with occagional contact with L
my father, as a’'result of the pelyganous -
nature of the farmilyeces’ "he nature of
this marriage system is that which
gencrates constant guarrels, guop1c1ons,
Jjealousy and competition among the wiveSes. .
-and there exists disharmony angng us
children 6f different mothers...and
.suspicious attitudes each of us children
of the sanme, father but different motherseses
The ttltude is that of social disharmony
and cua81 co—operatlon” .

The tension and rlvalry thus far discussed do n0u in any

Vay mean that X subscribe to the notlon that thcre 18 an
L
absence of moments of happiness and caring among the memberg )
v .
of the Yoruba famlly. IfT I have contended in the afflrmatlve,
N

I could:aot have believed that Lhe family has fulfllled most

of .the basic functions that are 1nst1tut10nallzed in the

western society. then a society or a communlty is as poor au

the one in focus, therc is every tendency for its’ .mcmbcrs to

gets-what after the deceased husband to achieve theli alms.'
wr
hevertheless, euch problem—generatlng tension’ between spouses

is hereby belleved to be structurally functlonal to the family =~ °

1n”fhatrwomenjbecome ceutlous_apd sceptlcal tq.entepﬂap al;eedyv~

consumated relationshiﬁ. ‘It is also indicative of ther"

manlfestatlon of the underlylng tension in a polygamous

marrlage or any co-functlonlng relatlonshlp.



CHAPTER STX
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\E,LU Olf, THPLICATIONS AND RECOMMIZIDATIONS,

Y

This sfudy has looked into a descriptive analysis of

modern structure of the Yoruba family dating back to Oduduwa

" period, 'hat the study has basically done is to trace the

structural formation of the familj from its traditional forn
to the nodern1z1ng ones In so doing, it has 1nd1cated that

there is distinctively dlfferent value cOnceptlon of matrimony

between those members in the rural and those in urban., It is

also indicative of the study that a factor, if’not the factor
enhancing this difference, is the_recent urban movement of the‘
members, whlch has favoured for the most part, those members
whose trade or educatlonal attalnment provided a 'push' into

the urban centers, ,The: profound nature of the. famlly unit

.. based on moral and financial support to its members has

again been demonstrated in the initial help which the urban
members pro;ided'the new migrants.‘ Yithout thls help, coplng
with the new urban llfe may be eomehow detrlmental.

The functmonal aspects of both tradltlonal and modernlzlng

,famlly have been resPectively expressed /in ‘their abllity to

/

fmake possible thelr human ex1stence.

Inasmuch as the trad1t10nal famlly exlsted through a

301nt economic unlt of productlon', so Wlll the urban family

. survive by its unfadlng maral apd. flnanc1a1 commltments to the

membeés. Ge. Balandler (1956:505) has siggested that, when the

bonds which link a man to his traditional society are broken,

90 -
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a feeling of 1nsccur1tj and bewllderment results, and a2 sense

. of 1nfer10r1tJ may easily be engendered, _
) €n 1ncrease 1n education cutting across sex and rcé;cnal
boundarles.means a reductlon in. the 1111teracy rate, the
prospect for economic independence and the narrowing of the .
gap between the rural and urban, re51dents in terms of self-
avareness and acculturation. As a consequence, there w111
contlnue to be a further departtre from the normative pattern_
of nqggnthood. The. 1nculcat10n of what is moral or immoral

ettltudes in chlldren will be transfered to the church the

' school Wlll educate them, the Day Care Centers will take

over the respon81b111ty of parenting and child carlng; and so
will the children live between tvo. contradlctlng dlsc1p11nary
worlds; that of the institution and the home env1ronment.

The Yoruba family wzll.contlnue to experience these o
changes tHat are dismetricglly onposed to the prevalent .

traditional form; yet, both will continuefto co=-exist in a

e high degree of tolerance. It cannot also be suggested that

any change will be sporadlc because no traditional man
completely or summarlly loses his value, it is somethlng
_gradudl, As M. Igbozurike (1976:82) stated;

”The tribal man has in many respects
passed away, but the traditional man
is still a factor to be reékoned with .
in twentieth century Africas.esd part '
is found within a whole, and when the .
whole ceases to- exist, then common
logic has it that its part is gone S
with it ", _ : ‘

| —

Until there is a high llteracy rate and the opportunlty for
better employment and 1nst1tut10ns;$o prov1de a. form of

ass1stance to the unemployed, the famlly’s moral and flnanc1a1

[
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eomnitment to its infirg, will cortinue to be the pivot on
which stands oolldarlty vithin the famlly. it is a soc1ety
where everyone.?ulls his weight and whero 1nd1v1duals"

Lt . Y : . .
The tendency to Ve polygamous, be it co-habitation or separate

residence, will still be mdch more prevalent in the rural

‘ardéas than the urban 1nasmuch as there is an 1ntcrp1ay between :

the economic sjituation and the latent tenelon
. lany educated‘couples nrll continue to opt for marriages

nnder tne ordinances, meaning 2 monogamous narital commitment
and a rrradual disappearance of legal polfgamons marriages.

As a matter of pride, desire and prestlge, yes, monogamy w1ll\
.exist, but 1t can be concluded as of now that a maJOrluJ of
men W111 contlnue to oeek an extra marltal partner 'which

may involve extra marltal offsprmn . Therefore, inasmuch

as tho traditiohal narents recognlse those chlldren as thelr
son’g, unfriendly relatlonshlp will continue to exist between
wife and mqther-in—laws, The 'extra marital partner:.will

not exist in:isolation from_the;monogamons relationship.

The hypotheses ekamined‘in tnis analysis are three. .
Hypotheoes a and b are both supported by the content of the
analy51s. Firstly, as the study suggested the successful ;
members of the family are haunted with the feellng of gullt
and lack of fulfillment when they evade what is soc1ally
perceived as a noérmal moral and flnan01al commitment. to the
siblings or parents. -As a consequence,‘lt 1s assumed. by .
tradltlonal parents that elther hypothesms 2 or b can be a
.deterrent‘to such obligation, and so the feeling of neglect

surV1vab111ty_1s often a function of\self-fulflll;ng prophecy..
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5 I.

i

. leads to animosity. Jhen the successful members discontinue

with this family loyalty, its ramification or the’ functioning

"of the unit is far reaching., To abanqeﬁ this, stated Pa

larris (1962:141), would destroy the informal social justice

and emotional Becurity, which maintains the balance of a -

.rapidiy changing socjety.

' Secondly, the econom?c-viebility of a woman becomes
very important to the man in'offsettiﬁg the imbalance
between the demands from his kinsmen .and that from his

b

family (procreational family). . Also,’ the economlc 1ndepen—

dence of the tradltlonal women did not mean that they have

‘leOrCQd compyetely from thelr trqgltloqal roles,-but vith

'increasing literacy rate among the urban women, such

traditional roles have almost been .transferred¢ to their
housemaids'and have aroused self consciousness and a pureUit

of meanlngful career. The literacy rate among vomen will

continue to rise and, 1nasmuch as the society rewards

‘educatlon, we see a trend towarde\equal ray for. equal work. .

If this trend contmnues, women w1ll soon be at economic par.
with their male cqunterparts.

‘Hypothesis c) has ot been supported in this'aﬁa;ysis )
because, the extent to which neolocal reeidence'will wealsen
the ties within family cennot be meaepréd. '

IMPLI CAT] ONS. E B N

. - ‘ ' ' A

This analyeis-has, in an'attempt to avoid unmanageable,.

A-presentatlen, used recent rural-urban mlgratlon of “the

famlly member to explaln the dlsparlty in value between 1ts'
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rural and urban resmdents. As such, rural-urban miﬂration

has only ‘been conceived of as one of the factors determlnlng
social changeéégccurring between the traditional and tge urban
families. r-"he TcAtional attainmeént 'of the family member, as
uggested in our analy51s as the factor that would stlmulate

a structural change may Ye very mlsleadlnb bepause,,the society .

(
in focus is not one that 1ncorporates young and fresh 1deas,

s0, it may become rather dif;icult for the y young educated

';individuals to operate inde@endent_of the older educated or -

-

affluent éenerations. Likewise; with the current global

weakness in “the econohy, though ironical for a developing .o
L \

Country llke ngerda, where tens of“thousand<of her University

rrraduatcs are unemployed or 1f employed four to f}ve months.

.
salary maJ be w1thheld .If this trend contlnues, it is

belleved that many wllllng minds would be unable to meet the

nceds of thelr famllles, if they are the only successful ones.

1)

It is a society where education alone does not determine

the. hlnd of finarcial a551stance one may be capable of renderlng
to 51b11ngs and parents.ln the-rural areas. {1ith the shortage

and high gost of ‘accomodation in most of the urban areas, a

youne unlver31ty graduate may, after paylng for his rent and

food has nothlng left to a551st other members of hitg famlly.

Therefore, the tendency to sometlmes.evade famlly obligations -

may not:be afterall 1ntent10nal. ' .

. : ’ - .

Flnally our analysis has not taken 1nto con31derat10n

i. about 560 600 thousand ngerlans studylng abroad if 1t has, - ' -

-the approx1mated llteracy rate would have 1noreased apprec1ably.

1

*,
—
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. Bane tlme stimulate a sense of solidarity.,
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RECOMENDATT 0N S

In most pf the literature dealing with the Yoruba

. family, one,does not find mention of anything,concerning

the 'delayed jealousy' which I have discussed. The fact that
'deiayed jealousy' is indicative of problem-generating.tension
wlthlg the unit, does not preclude the. appllcabllmty of the
thooretlcal framework employed.' I p01nt of fact, the
approach did not,clalm#a total equilibrum in a system; rather,.

any form of tension within %he'unit of a system can at the

J'

quertheless, it is belleved that this analy51s has

added yet another contrlbutlon to the understandlng of some

‘ of the ten51ons endemlc in a ohanglng societye. It h0ped that

the 'delayed Jealousy' is an area. that could be expanded on

in a future research perhaps usmng confllct theory. - For now
howéver, the section of the analy51s that dealt with ‘.‘ 3
problem-generatlng tens1on has been functlonal to- both |
tradltlonal and the monern famlly, both in terms of economlc
survmvablllty and independence and. as deterrants to K3 hdrrldly

entered relatlonshlp baked- on material galn.
."\... A ‘ .
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liap Showing Tarly Yoruba Kingdoms

And Their Veizhbourhoods,

LY
P p——

 — ~=Approximate limils of kings'sme
1 {€5.0W0} W groups (g EXITI) e

a 2 oo
wwins Approsipale nershern imit berma .
e’rain forsse , Miler

. between the £ _
- for 1he Kingdoms and Eroups are extremely 1eatative. They are mainly

. . . . N o LY
imporiant eaceptions are in the northward exizasion of the Egha belore . 3]

I. THE YORUBA KINGDOMS AND THEIR .
NEIGHBOURS .

¥his mup is intended to Hlustraie the politici divisions-of the Yoruba  ~* \
oundation of the Kingdoms and ¢. 1830, The limits shown, . -
based on the "culteral groups’ shown on the map dttached 10 Forde (1951); L

¢. 1830 and the inclusion of the Ife, Kesha, Owe, and Owu Kingdoms. The
Ovo Kingdom at its zenith probably extended on'the north-east as fir s

the Niger between Ogudu end the junction of 2=z Maeshi with the Niger, l -

an arca now mainly inhabited by Nupe,

- -’.[‘111":].5 Phofo was copied from R. Smith (1975:179.)
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