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ABSTRACT )

This’;tudf investigates problems related to adu1£
students with intact families and children, compared to a
gfeup ef their homemaker peers.

A review-of literature is given in order to iden-
tify some problems encountered by women 15 the ﬁreeeht
gocial environment. Since the problem is perceived as one
of social change, two'theories, Ogburn'’s theory of Cultural
Lag and Merton's theory of Anomie have been ueed as the
theoretical framework. Merton®s theory was used largely
as a tool in an attempt to categorize the women in terms
of their acceptance of or innovation on their social roles;
9ince the study was done on women in their thirties and o
forties, an assumption was that the different phases of

their socialization will reflect - 1o a certain degree -

the changes which have taken place in socliety for the last

“ *

decade, particularly as they pertain to women's roles.

This is an exploratory study and no formal hypoth-
eges have beén either posed or tested. Rather. the goal of
the study wes to ldentify the sociological variables that
seem to influence the decision of a number of women to re-
enter schqg} at an unconvenfional age. -

.There were no significant differences in the

early socialization of the two groups. The differences in

ii
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their present 1ife~styles are seen aB resulting from their

.attitudes, which are g\?erally speaking less conservative

for. students (and this is a matter of degree varying from

‘person to person) than those of the homemakers. The

decision to further thelir: educatlon is seen as an accumu-
lation bf‘different events, facilitated by their need and
determination to expand on their socially given roles and
theii ability to do so - both in terms of their personal- °

ities and their circumstances.

a— “‘ S
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CHAPTER 1
> INTRODUCTION

"Qur views as soclal s;ien ists, no less .
/§ ' than as novelists and poets, are developed

through what we are, where we have come
from, and where we have been. Our choice'
of research problems reflects concerns
which often underlie our lives, and even
our accidentally chosen problems come to
define our later work."

. - Papanek, 1973

% ' .« This study

1

‘P_-“

deals with middle-class women in their
thirties and fortids, living with their husbands and chil-
dpén, who percelved themselves qs'being primarily mothers and

wives. ) Y

Since our society has established motherhood .and

L

) matrimony as .centrally significant institutions these women
Lﬂcan be seen as having achieved the "all American'Dyeam“ of -
having aH?usband. children and a long - and .ever growihg -
1ist -of material possessions considered important in ouf
consumer oriented society. ]

And yet it seems that a number of them, having
achieved the prescribed goals‘cannot conceive of their
mhole biography in terms of careers as mothers and mates.
Having reached the mid-years of their lives and having

invested a good part of themselves in the pursuit of the

myth of the "female place" in our social environment, they




seem to get tﬁ a point ih thelr life cycle where they get
‘Eaught in a gap between.their gocially constructed ,selves
and their own latent subjective identities which seem to
lie dormant during the adolescent and the post adolescent
phases of their lives when they regard marriage, home and
family as integral parts of their entire lives.

Years of exposure to marriage énd motherhood
normatively prescribed as "given" over and beyond'the
former's empirical existence, geem 4o facilitate their
dgmystification making fhese institutions comprehensiblé
in everyday human terms. A

b, It isAthen that they seem to perceive a void in
" their li?és, a vague lack of fdifillment.-a subtle feeling
of being denied "their own thing", of not being given the
‘opportunity fof the full utilizat;on of their-ihherent ‘
talents and/or educationally acquired skills.

For some women that leads to a realization that,
contrary +to the expectations encouraged and fost:%edxby
their socialization, their total dedication to the well-
being of the family, %o hugband®s career and children's
academic achievements, the never-ending and never-varying
exposure o ﬁiet and dirt, shopping &nd chauffeuring, is
incongruent with the intellectual growth or the employment
of their full potential instilled into them - albeit some-

~what ambivalently - by their formal education.

According to the director of the Human Relations

b ~



,‘l . B ‘ . .' y - N ) . : 3
. ‘ 1
. - , - s ~ . />
N X L4 . !
Work-Study Centér, an interdisciplinary department of the .
New'Schoqa_for,Social\Research‘in New York, (
Wthe middie-class woman is suffering,
just as the poverty women, for .lack of
productive work. And fregquently she has
been made to feel that the work incentive
jtgsel?f is shameful - that it reflects badly
on her husband's earning capacity or on her
own resourcefulness as a 'homemaker’...
Women want identity outside the family."
(vanDoren, 1975)

At thisspoint in her 1ife, and it happens accord~
ing to literature modally when a woman is in her late
thirties (Baruch, 19673 Friedan,; 19633 Self, 1969), the ~
woman finds herself in a situation where thefdemandé on her
time diminish. The children are most probably in school,
sthe husband is - and this holds particularly for the upper ¢
and middle-classes - deeply committed to his work, so she
finds Herself alone f@hd unneeded for the best part of the

i
day.

This leads to feelings of loss owing to a per-
ceived diminished impoftance of her role reflected in her
reduced involvement in &nd direct influence on her c¢hild-

N ' P . »
ren's lives. ' L p

The gituation is further compounded by the fact
of a perceived loss of love and devotion on her Husband's
part - which most probably results from his overcommitment o

« . a ‘ F' - .
to his work and\career9~ In a word, she deds not feel so ! mew
much needed as taken for granted, at a time when\there is

K\\also a perceived loss of youth and attraétiﬁeness which are

considered great Feminine assets in our youth oriented

e

*

culture (Self, 1969). : R -
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- mental health seems not to be a functlon of sex as has

. - .. ' . * .l\ .
An obvious solution ‘to the problem of underemploy-

ment in‘their'home 1ife would{be increased involvement in
the soc1a1 mllieu. An era characterized by sophisticated
specialization has not demonstrated a ‘great, need fbr
mlddle-aged women whose education is consxdered ‘as either
inadequate. too general for any specific type of work. or
even if it was technical in any specifie terms, is now

considered too "rusty" for an age where technical know- -

ledge becomes obsolete in increa51ngly shorter time spans. . |

Yet another obstacle to her involvement in the "real qprld"
+is that her only_unrealistic "measuring rod" for achievement
is her husband's occupational success. | -

. The privatlzatlon of her feelings, her needs and
ambitions, which isolates her from help, and the feellngs '
of gullt for being “ungrateful" for all that has been ndonel
for her", further compound the problem.

_ Tﬁht there is a problem is born out not only by*
1iterature but by statistical findings that mental health
problems ranked thlrd for women and seventh for men
(Shepherd, Cooper, Brown and Kalton, 1964) A study on
psychiatrlc patients under 18 years of age reveals ‘that
males outnumber females by almost two to one (63 6% males
to 36. 4% females) (Patterns, 1971). Thls and different

sgtatistical manipulations and correlations\between the’
mental health of marrled women have shown that the poor'

’

been proposed (Willoughby, 19623 Martinson, 1955).
- . . ™ .

-

-



"Tt is not necessarily the magnitude of
the statistical difference between the .
mental health of married and single women
or between married men and married women
that is. so convincings it is, rather, the
consistency’ of the differences."”
(Bernard, 1972b: 40) v

Being dependent on her husbend, the wife will
=\m\\i'xave‘ to be submissive, to attempt to please and control
"him indirectly by manipulating him emotionally. Tne 7
proper attitude of a dependent constitutes a mlxture of
gratitude, awe, obedience, eubmlssiyeness, loyalty and
iove (Eichler, 1973).

It should come as no surprise then that this
docile and dependent human being without much say in
serious decision-making is "perceived as significantly
less healthy by adult standards" (Broverman et alj
1972: 71). A fact which calls for a re-examination of
the exleting s&blal patterns and fEmale needs.

The argument here 'is that there is a need in
married educated middle-aged, middle-class women, a need
which results primarily from their amblValent gsocializa~-
tion which denles them an lndependent place in our present
_social structure and. defines them mainly in terms of their
signlficant others. This need has not been dealt with
constructlvely in terms of our present social 1nst1tutions.

The existing social institutions encourage the'
evdi;ement of an asymmetrical situation of an overwogged

hugband and an underemployed wife given the wonderful gift
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of time which she cannot use constructively, and the melie_

cations, of whic%asre only now being considered seriously.

v
L %It is®no longer possible ‘to see the -
i problems of women &g isolated and
o . personals beyond "this, 1t is no longer.
possible to see the problems as per-
taining ‘only to womén." .
(Janeway, 1975125)
'The changes knocking at our doors today derive
from tecnnological. gseientific and economic advances, {’M
altering the living styles of the adult population and k\
{ .
influencing the upbringing of the coming generations. }
) ‘ Y X
One half of the women who have been the object (ﬁ

.';‘of this study, name}y adult students with intact ma rieges

_ and children, are trying out one way of resolving this need
by endeavouring to get back into th?/maiﬁstream of the
"outside world" by[ggrfhering‘their eduea%ion. Their moti-
vations and éoals are worthy of study because of the impli-.
cations of this type of study in terms of finding a bette; & ;i
baiance te the problems of wives vis-a-vis their husbands.
The most visible one is fhat our economic structure will
have to ‘adjust itself to the growing number of such women.
if the trend continues (and there is no reason to believe
that it will not), Their own families will have to !
read just gtructurally in order to aﬁsorb gome of the func-
tions 6} whigh they will have to be relieved. Furtﬁermore
they will provide new role models both for their own
children and the youth with whom they come into contact.

These women have their own unique contrlbutlon

-
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to make pwing to their interdisciplinary knowlegge‘df the
wworld out there" at which they have been looking from

~ their specific angle. Thej(ﬁriné not only a quantitative

increase to the pool of huﬁén-resoufces.-but also a
quélitative increase in what is known and what is signi-
ficant to communicate to the coming generations.///r—‘—

wBy definition, since it has not been, . _
publicly recognized before, this know- . -
ledge comes out of private experience.

But to dismiss it on such grounds is a
willfully to choose ignorance...Our
(feminine) knowledge of the world as it

is is really quite formidable, broadly
baged, aware of detall, and not afrald

to make connections between areas which

the ' traditionally minded see as separate.”
(Janeway, . 19751 20-27) ‘

- " The probiem of women's roles is not a new one,
neither is the idea of their education, but it is an idea
whose time has come, which makes it both relevant and

tenacious. In the presence of such ideas, argues

" Montagu (1968), the scieritific attitude is neither the
v

readiness to believe nor the readiness tﬁ digbelieve,

but the readiness to investigate.

A
-

LAl



CHAPTEﬁ I1

STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

Looking at the.number of women with intact
families who are ‘returning to colleges and universities
after years of absence from any kind of educational syeteg,
it seems justifiable %o state that they are an identifiable
gro%p whose\motives. attitudes and actions are worthy of
study.

| This stﬁhy. which is exploratory in character,
consists of in-depth interviews with a sample of adult
female students with lintact marriages in order to examinev
their reasons for furthering thelr education and the poten-
tial expectations  they hold for their occupational futures.
It is suggested that thelr plans for the future:will enable
a division of women into two groupst thbse who P,career~
oriented, and those who are taking courses for gelf-gratifi-
cation in order to'"expend their horizons.” a

It has been envisaged that these women can be,s -
placed on a continuum, oOne pole of-whichlrepresents those
who are taking ohe or perhaps tﬁo courses 1n'or@er to
rget out of therhouse."rand/or_"have gomething of thelf
own," but ere still traditionally oriented perceivieg ‘
themselves primarily as homemakers - wives and mothers. /2

These women are ‘seen as having devoted major portions

4

A

v o
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of their energies and time to the husband's and children's
well-belng and advancement.. School work is seen as some-
thing to be done in their own time. when tHe ehildren are
either in school or in bed and the husbands in thelr office!
or otherwise occupied.
‘Phe pole at the other end of the- contlnuum repre-

sents those who go to school full-time, are contemplating a
career, and are trying to arrange their family life and
obligations in a.way that will enable them to succesafully
compie%e school requirements. The dlfference between the

' two groups seems to be that whlle the former are trying to
organize their course work around the perceived domestic
;bbligations without disrupting the existlng sex role
dtereotype division of labour, the latter are giving more
prominence to their school work and are trying to organize
‘their'housework in a-ﬁay that will not hinder their
academic a?hLevement. They are usually helped by their
children and/or husbands, and are, in a sense, breaking the
stereotyplcal sex role dlv;sion of labour in mlddle-class
homeg.

interview§lwere algo held with a matphing number

of women who have not returned to school. An endeavour was
made t0 match the adult female student sample with a sample
of homemakers that corresponded - as closely as possible -
in marital status, age, socio-economic status of thé hus-
band. previous educational background and number of childrén..

They were ;nterviewed to test the discriminatory value of

-
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sociological‘varlables that appear to influence the dedisiéh

made by adult female studentsito return to school. . RN

Each interview was - in essence - & 1ife cycle case

hlstory focuSLng oni

1.

2.

3.

b,

‘The early gocialization at home and the sources of

-aspirations for adult roles.

-The school experience and the sense of gatisfaction or

dissatlsfaction with scholastic achievement in youth.
The .influence and the expectationa of the high school
peer group.

The conceptions of courtship and marriage, specifically

if marriage and motherhood are convelved as a full-time,

1ife-long ocqgﬁation in ‘the traditional senses if 80
has it resulted in feelings of satisfaction or frustra-
tion which then compelled the woman to look for other
gources of gratification? In the case of adult students
it seemed pertinent to inquire whether they. perceived .
marriaée more as a partnership between two individuals
with the wives being given equal optlons of entertain-
ing plans for furthering their education after the
establishment of the family, and when the chlldren no
longer needed maternal supervision throughout the day.
current marriage and family relationship, inélﬁding
ﬂusband's orientation and attitude - both theoretical
ind particular - in the case of his wife - to problems

of female education and/or work. The husband's attitude



6.

. 7

8.

G

10.

11.

_11

: ?/‘ | bl _
toward re-entry into gchool was. considered a partlicu-

1ar1y important variable 1n cage of the adult'etudents._

The woman's anticipatien of the “empty neet phaee ahd

%h way in which she pianned 40 minimize or overcome

tHe void this would 1eave in her life.

Family economics. V

The womanfe need to express herself in educational

pursulits.

Wwoman's current kin and peer gupport which was per=

ceived pdrticularly importaet for the student group,

in terms whether the kin and peer grouo aided or.

hindered the quest for education in fEmales whé are
not of the conventional student age.

Role of childreni ‘children were seen as & major

variable in either facilitating or inhibiting the

re-antry into school. ©On one hand young children were
geen as needing maternal presence and supervision, and
on tee other_older children were seen as being able to
help their mothers ruf the houssehold. They wexe
usually the major beneficiaries of the "exira™ money
the mother might be able to provide, and could also
penefit by taking the mother as a role model thus view-
ing education as an ongoing process.

Woman's sense of self: is education and commitment to
learning a deeply ingrained goal? How does she per-

celve her adeguacy in facing the possibility of further

—

e,
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’ educatién at a later age? s it‘seen as a positive
| challenge or a serxous threat?

12, What is the woman s‘attitude tbward the present posi-
tion of women in socliety and has there been a consclous
change9 ' ',5

13, What is her attltude toward “the women's movemenf?

14, What is her attl%ude,toward possible economic indepen-
dence from her husband?

8 In sgmmary. +he emphasis was on ellcltlng answers
t6 the questigé wwho am I and what do I do for the rest of
my_iife?“ / |

gg;efly. the‘reseanch question broacﬁed in this
thesis 1s/gs_follows: after having fulfilled the culturally
prescrib!d roles of wife and mother, under what conditions
do woheh experience feelings of satisfaction or frustration

which compel them to look for other sources of gratification

outside their home such as returning to gschool.

/
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CHAPTER III
WOMEN'S MULTIPLE ROLES DESCRIBED IN THE LITERATURE

"when seen as a set of gymbolic devices
. for controlling behavior, extrasomatic

sources of information, culture provides

the link between what men are intrin-

gically- capable of becoming and what

they actually, one by one, in fact become.”-
. , . Geertz, 1973

"Pall me something about yourself, what
does your husband do?"

Because of the absence of empfrical studiesfﬁer-
taining to the problem of re-entry into school of adult
" women, this study qpuld not be based upon any previoué re-
search dealing specifically with that problem. What was
ddne. rather, was to search the\existinglliterature for
theoretical implications which could serve as a frame of
reference within which this thesis copld be developed.
Summaries of the ideas of the major writers in the field
who were among the first to jdentify and describe the
woman's dilemma follqw.\

Socialization-wﬁ;ch encourages and m;ximizes sex
differentiation and which starts in our culture in infancy
has far-reaching implications. From a very early age boys
and girls absorb male and female stereotypes from thelir
parents, teachers and gociety at large (Banton, 19651 Polk

and Stein, 1972).
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During thelr 1ivee at home, in‘schocl and leter--
on in college, girls, ‘although they ‘are expected to compete
scholastically with boys, are taught that their 1life goele'
differ from thoge of the boys and that they are not really
expected to participate equally in cccupaf{;nal structures.
‘their major goal being weatching" a good husband (Bernard,
1972a). -

. guch is the pressure of scciety that' in their
eerly tnentiee when most boyefare thinking of careers,
making their commitment for the future, girls are mostly
mot}ﬁated by their internalized affiliaticn needs, meaning
quite 1itera11y, their needs to both ecquire and glve love
(Rosei,A1965). — )

Female socialization defines life in terms of
becoming the “"other half* of her husbdﬁd. a subordinate and
ﬁsubniseive dependent in an unequal position (Rosai, 1965).
A female is geared to become & participant and helpef in
her husband's career (a phenomenon conceptualized as &
»{wo-person single career®) (Papanek, 1973). Modally her
status in life ig derived from father or huscand - whose
names she carries - instead of achleving independently.
Historlically only women, slavee and servants have been
ranked almost exclueively according to the rank held by
."thei:r masters (Eichler, 1971).
in other words, acccrding,to our societal norms

a man's status is determined by what he *does™, whereas a




ST

woman's status'ie determined by the‘man she marries (Bart,
1971y Coser, 19713 Rossi, 1965) . '

Even when a married woman works. she is typically

'viewed as primarily supplementing her family income which
nakes her carser involvement “fairly tenuoue" (Epstelin,
1971y Gove and Tudor, 19?3).. She is not really expected to _
find pleaeure in the work per se. Even those with a oommlt- :
ment to learning capitulate to the prevailing norms by joih-
ing the'so ecalled "nurturant professions". This is seen as
resulting from the prevailing socletal norms aocording to
-which, while a woman can be truly fulfilled only as a mother
and wife, it 1s both compatible wifh feminine nature and per-
naps also necessary to society'that she seeks to "bring .
peace and comfort” into the world as social worker, nurse,
gympathetic aseistent'and primary school feacherk(Roby. 1971).
- ‘ For a woman a family is a “gﬂeedy ins;iﬁutlon"
(Coser, 1971) in terms of her time and energy. _
Although it seems safe to say that the adult femi-
nine role has not ceased to be anchored prioarilyﬂin the '
internal affairs of the‘family as wife, mother aod manager ) (
'of the household (Parsons, 1955), if seems just as safe to
gay that a change is taking place in the societal attitude
towards the two traditional functions of the woman -
childbearing and housekeeping. ' ' -
In view of the fact that modern technology and -

medlcine have salvaged so many bables and old people that

-

AL
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we are about to be smothered 1n people, the role of mother—
hood will have to Dbe played down to a considerable extent.
particularly in the face of dwindling natural resources
necessary for sustaining human 1ifé (Bernard, 1972a).

women will thus be underemployed by motherhood..
élI the more so since children are leaving home . for school
(pre-school, ‘kindergarten) at an earlier age than ever before.

On the other hand the technological advances with
their n1gbour gaving" devices are considerably reducing
household. chores. Historically, the housewife's role was
both iﬁportant and respected, and her skills were instru-

| mental not only for the wellbeing, but aléo for the ve?y

survival of family life. In pre-industrial days. the -
family was a production unit. At present the rready to
wear" and the vready to eat" have taken a great deal of
creative work ou§ of . the home. In fact it could be said

that women today are more “housekeepers“ than "nomemakers"

- ﬂA‘-‘

f(Janeway, 19713 Chafe, 1972).
All of the above is further compounded by the fact

that women . today ‘are = generally speaking - better educated
than-at any time before, which presumably means that they
have a greater need +o satisfy their creative abilities
(Friedan, 19633 Hansot, 19753 Rothbard-Margolis, 19753
Bullough, 1974). It seems safe to say that their dimin-
ished opportunities for “elf-satisfaction in traditional

sek&?bles. coupled with their increased intellectual skills

>
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have reaulte&.in a tension which can best be viewed in terms
of social.qhaﬂge. that-is, their modes of adaptation to thisﬁ
‘ Everyday life %;;‘Beenggastically changed over:

the past century, but the ‘social structure does not -

tension. fﬂ“ e

substantially - reflect these changes, leaving us with a
“cultural lag". . _ ' .

R

An assumptiofi can be made that there are women
who find fulfillment in their traditional roles. Having
devoted a number of years +to their families they fully
identify with their “helpmate" role, Voluntary organlza-
tions h ‘e traditionally offere women rewarding work s
involving them in different aspects of community life, on
their own terms and in their own time. WOmenlwith artis-
tic abilities have traditionally been able to flnd gratifi-
cation pursuing their talents benefittlng both themselvesf/

and their families. o .

For those without these interests and talents

marrled to men who become successful in their fields, as (

tlmes goes by 1t becomes increasingly difficult to shed the
dependency on ‘the husband, because they can never hope to
independenfly achieve a status that can be comparable, let
alane higherf’te the one they enjoy as their husband's
Spouse. ‘

Furthermore it seems true that~amxwo-career family

hardly fits our -present day social. structure.‘ Homemaking

g
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and child-rearing, both of whichrare important and demand44 “@‘g(
ing rbles even if theyiare not-full-fime occupations, are

placed séuarely on the woman's shoulders. | '

. A growing number of women, however, seem to be
questionihg-thb traditional sex stereotype roles. They
'seém frugtrated by their derived status, their truncated
intellectual activities, and the double standards exist-

_ing in contemporary sockety. At some point in their lives ;
some women are likely to reject their tﬁﬁi} dependency on
their husbands and start the search for an individual feel-
ing of identity, direct participation in the world and the e
utilization of their whole potential {(Angyal, 1953 Bardwick;‘
19713 Baruch, 1967 and Chafetz, 1974)., An interesting ques-
tion at this point would bes is there a realization that
living for husband and children, means living through
husband and children, suffocating the husband, potentially A
erippling the children and thus ultimately failing the
task? _

Parsons, too, stresses that the nature of sodial~
ization is such that the child's dependency must be tempor-
ary rather than permanent:
",..it ig very important that the social-
izing agents should not themselves be too
completely immersed in their family tieSess
More specifically this means that the adult
, members must have roles other than their
. - familial roles which occupy strategic places
 in their own personalities. In our society
- the most important of these, though by no
.. means the only one, is the occupational role
of the father."
(Parsons, 19551 19)

%
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and what of the mother? Women whose vgignificant

others“ are limited to the husband and children; whose iden-

- -

tity and sense of self is derlved mostly from her roles as .
wife d.mother, can and do in the periods when children
leave for schoel and later on in the "empty nest" phase
suffer what Rafe (1969) calls a "mutilatieﬁ of self", and
experience a loss in self-esteem and a feeling of worthless-
ness and uselessness which characterlzes the depre531ves
(Bart, 1971). .

In summary, 1t appears plausible that some women

will be in positions of straln induced by social structural

'changes, technology, and a range of other family and commun-

ity problems. The relationship of these variables to the
potential for further education as adult females with
families;provides the basic focal point for this study.

In the discession of the data dealing with the
issues covered by this study other relevani/literature is
reviewed +o elucidate the specific topic. The foliowing
chapter expllcates the theories which were used to provide

the theoretical basis for this research.

LS
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. s } CHAPTER IV
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK .
. CULTURAL LAG | 3
| Defining his ﬁypothesis'of'Cultural lag, Ogburn
writess ' ”

"The thesis is that various parts of /? .
culture are not changing at the same
rate, some parts are changing much
more rapidly than otherss and that
" - since there is'a correlation and inter-
dependence of parts, a rapid change in
one part of our culture requires read-
justment through’ other changes in the
various correlated parts of the culture."
(0gburn, 19661 200-201) .

According to Ogburn's hypothesis'whén an invention
or a dlscovery changes certaln aspects of culture, thls yill -
i turn - affect the dependent parts of culture. A delay is
ffequently encountered in the development of these déperid-
ent parts of culture which‘fesults in a lage The extent and
duration of this lag ﬁay vary depending on.fhe aspects of
culture.material in q&eétion, but it can exist for a consider-
able period of time during which theré éxists what may be
termed a period of maladjustment. '

( Generally speaking Oogburn distinguishes between the
matefial - technological aspectis of-culture and the non- |

materiél - the social organizational aspects of it.®

#¥0gburn gave such prominence to the material cuylfure as a
factor in contemporary society because oft
1, the great accumulation of material culturej
». .the rapid change of material culture; and .
3, his belief that material culture causes s0 many S
changes %paqzher features of socliety. '

R
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) ;Eia study is interested primarily in the concept

of lag between the material and the non-material aspects,
that ls the existing cultural norms and social strucfunea.

ogburn's first hypotheeﬁs {s that culture once in
axistence persists because it has utility. The discovery of
.new cultural elements of superior utility replace the old ‘
ones. The difficulties in the creation and adoption of
new ideas are numerous, and in these difficultles 1ies the
gslowness of change.

ogburn accredited the alowness of change to habit
caused bj ignorance and to soctally enforced conformity to ;
group standards, stressing that ;ndivfduala hesitate to
deviate from the accepted code of manners, dictated by dis-
tinctly social forces. According to this theory living !
together and being engaged in various goclal activities is
facilitated by the,k?owhgdgé and reassurance that comes from
the definiteness and re?atiflon of the existing social organi-
zation. Still another impedlmen? ?p.soclal change is the -
degree of fear found generally in ﬁncertainty and lgnorance.
According to Ogburn more guman risk is to be found in soclal
experlmihtatibn han in a sclentific laboratory. The uncer-
féinty of the féZmer might be partlcularly prominent in
view of the high degree of interdependence and orderliness
necessary in social organization.

Another prominent factor in the glowness of soclal

chahge was con eptualized by Ogburn as "vested interestis”

%
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of tndlviduals, or groups of individuals who derlve a differ-
ehtial advanta under“given conditions. In case of a per-
celved possibility of a loas of these intereats due to
projected changes iri the system, those enjoylng “v?dted
intereats” offer|;oalstanco to change.

This is a particularly relevant ﬁoint for this
gtudy ln view of the restricted role accorded to women by
soclety. The female has been the subordinate, the "other® -
and the "Bécond gex” througﬁbut inpwn history (doéoauvoir,
1957}, 1t seems fo have been in the 'vguted interest™ of
males to keop.tham in "thelr place”, evoking in the defence -~
of the latter overyfhlng from the nahctity of the home and
motherhood to biélogy and anatomy.

Pactors seen as faclilitating change by Ogburn
are - among others - curiosity, ‘perceived as inherent in

inventiveness; repression of desires leading to restlessness

and thus furnishing a dr}va for change1® love of adventure

and ambition to improve.** The question of whether human

nature is predominantly change-resisilng or change-lo%ing‘

remalins unsolved by Ogburn who considers that an all-embrac-

i:é angwer to 1% - and that 1s the only one he seeB as

posslble - :%ﬁld be tco general to be meaningful,

~vA great number of women see boredoa and restlessness result-
ing from their monotonous dally routine as .instrumental in

. "thelr golng back to school.
ee) dopire to improve their education and facilitats achleve-

ment, was one of the maln reasons glven by adult students
as their immediate reason %o re-enter school
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COmpoundihg the;dlfflculéy is the great variatlon
of the psychological make-up of different individuals and
the variability of given social situations.

Ogburn considers that. the repldity of change/in

J
modern times raises the lmportant question of gotial adjust-

ment, and- this ls-foc t> this study.

In certalin fases the cultural lag can be of brief
duration and 1s thus n?ignlflcant.' But as he saw 1t, ina
great many cases the old adaptive culiure hana over into
the new material condixions, causing malad justment that
might be of such long duration ao to become soclially

significant.*

Expounding the theory Ogburn gives aevoralfexampf;s
of inatances of adaptive culture - including the family -
defining them as being that portion of the non-material cul-

ture which is to be adjusted to exlsting qgterial conditions.

“The family...under the term riology used

here s part of the non-material culture

that s only partly adaptive, ‘When the
material conditions change, changes are 2
occasioned in the adaptive culture. But
these changes in the adaptive culture do

not synchronize exactly with the change !
fn the material culture.”
(0gburn, 19661 203)

It ls our contention that the cul4turally prescribed role of
women is maladjusted to the overall mode of life and the
techriologlcal progress enjoyed by contemporary soclety. It
should be pointed out that in our soclety medical progress
has glver women - perhaps for the first time in history -
control dver their biologlical and procreatlve destiny. The
improved contraceptlve methods, the increasing number of
live births and reduced child mortality, as well as the
baby botile have anabled famlly planning and made wozen
potential masters of thelr own bodies. And that this is
an lmprovement over nature {s best seen in the spectacular
lengthening of thelr lives, which in itself,requires adapta-
+ton in thelr llfe-gtyles.
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According to Ogburn there ia'a"delay in the adjust-
'mont of the family to modern technology. Historlically, the

family was, in additlon to an affectionﬁl and biolpglcal.

. algo an sconomic institutlon, incluq}ve of a number of recre-,

ational, educational,protective and religious factors.
The eqpnomic function of a woman, as wall as her

other homemaking abillfles wore both important in themselves,

~and comparable to her nusband*s work, In Ogburn's view -

modally speaking - there wab ad justment between the agricul-

Hﬁural family as a soclal organization and the then existling

+

material culture.

The development of the indusfrial era fleant a growth
of large scale production and the removal from ‘the home of
a number of its previous functions - particularly those be-
longing to the woman's domain. Even a cursory comparison
between the extended agricultural family in” the pre-indus-
trial era and a contemporary h;clear family in an ﬁrban

hlgh-riéﬂ. a suburbanrsplit-level or a mobile home, cannot

p
but poimt to the differences in the services they render

and thh functions they serve.*

2 delight In the homemade artifacts the womeri of
tyst era left behind, but, and this is an important point,
they wete not made a3 artistic endeavours - though making.
them did mean using one's creative abilities - but because
these products were instrumental for the gurvival of the
fanily., That type of 1ife-style, however, has vanished.
Not because of anyone's tntentions but because of a long-
term profound economic shift in which prodictive work,
moved away from the holse, and cash economy replaced the
old do-it-yourself work at home which ceased to be con=%
gidered as expedlent. Social change was instrumental in
making us pay for the things we used to make ourselves.
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*3uch Krofound changes in the aconomic .

*  functions of the family and the crea-
tion of new forms of economic activity
meansg that new adjustments would have
+o be made by the famlly, since it was
hardly possible to gtop or change signi-
£icantly the march of material progregs.”
(Ogburn, 19661 242) ‘

In Ogburn's view 1t was the woman who had t

the greater ad justment precigsely because her work as & pfo—

25

o make

o

ducer, an educator, as practical nurse to the young and the

old, has been largely taken away from her and institu
‘ outside the home.

waA gomewhat wider 1ife for woman outside
+the home seems desirable, slnce so many

of the home occupations are now found out-
side the family. The extension of the
franchlse to women ig only a minor step

in that direction.”

(ogburn, 196631 244) -

This was written more than half a century a

firgt publication of his book was in 1922), approxima

— .
A fact which obliges the adult in the family to exch

tionalized

go (the

tely at

ange

labour for dollars. “The social changes we are trying Xo

cope with do not arise from some fiendish plot of br
burning females, but from an old, old friend - the I
trial Revolution. It has remade work, remade soclet
is now remaking the family...coping with its demands
a larger task than can be undertaken by women alone

especially by one woman, desperately trying to keep

head above water, and thinking her ;amilyﬁa problems
unique and personal. They are not. They are soclal
they demand & gocial response.”

(Janeway, 19743 141) ’

a-
ndus-
y and
is
her
are
and
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the time when the American wohén gained thelr right to vote.*
in conclusion 1t can be sald thaf the relevance ”

for this etudy of Ogburn's Theory of Soclal Change 1B

reflected” in the following factors which are instrumental

in defining both the position and problems of contemporary

women in our present soclal systems

-~

1., the defunctionalization of the economic position of
women by technological progressi

2. the reallzation that there have been “vested interests®

‘ in keeping women in the gubordinate position of the

“gecond gsex™i and

3. the presence of a "cultural lag"” in terms of the absence
of any kind of institutionalized way to resolve the mal-
ad justment between the preaeﬁt role of women - the adap-

tive culture - and the achisved technological progress =

the‘material culture.

*At that time suffragists and womeri's right advocates belfieved
that the enactment of the XIX Amendment in the U.S.A. marked
a turning point in the struggle for sexual equality. "The
whole aim of the womarn's movement has been to destroy the
idea that obedience is necessary to womensy to train women to
guch self-respect that they would not grant obedliences and
to train men to such comprehension of equity that they would
not exact it (Carrie Chapman catt in an undated statement
somewhere prior to 1920, Carrle Chapman Catt Papers, Smith
College, Sophia Smith Collection, Box 1).” With the beneflit
of hindsight it seems clear that much of that optimism was
premature. -In the succeeding fifty years technological
progress has been undenliable as has been its impact on every-
_day huzman 1ife. But sexual equality, which according to Chafe
(1972) is rooted within the goclal structure itself, through
allocation of different spheres of interest and -responsiblility
to men and women - a sort of sexual apartheld - remains, as
does the social lag Ogburn describes. .
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ANOMIE THEORY
In addition to Ogburn's Theory of Soclal Chang%.
this study also makes, use of Merton®s (1968) Anomie Theorys*
the central hypothesis of which is that deviant behavior may
sociologically be regarded as a symptom ofincongguity between

the‘culturally prescribed goals and the socially struetured

meane‘for realizing these goals.

Merton distinguishes two orientations which are of
immediate importanée. and‘although\separate analytically
they merge in concrete gituations.

Pirst are culturally defined goals, purposeaiﬁnd
tnterests, "worth striving for" which are more or less inte-
grated, the degree being a matter of emplrical question, and
roughly ordered in some hierarchy of value. These comprise
a frame of "aspirational reference (Merton, 1968: 186)."

The second element of cultural structure, according
to Merton "defines, regulates and controls the acceptable

modes of reachlng out for these goals (Merton, 19683 187)."**

*"Anomle iS...concelved as & breakdown in the cultural siruc-
ture, occuring particularly when there is an acute disjunc-
tion betwesn the cultural norms and goals and the socially
structured capacities of members of the group to act in
accord with them. 1In this conception, cultural values may
nelp produce behavlor which ls at odds with the mandates
of the values themselves.” .

(Merton, 19681 216) .
s#Tn hig opinion thase two elements do not bear a constant
relation to one another, and at times the cultural and
gsoclal emphasis on-certain goals varles independently of
the degree of enphasis on institutional means.




N gummarizing hle theory Merton omphaslzes that the
culturally emphaaized‘goals may be very diverse, the implica-
tion being that the theory can be_used for a variety ‘of
phenomena and that his concept of deviation from’ culturally
prescribed, inatitutionalized means does not propose that
deviant behavior should in any way be equated with gsoclal
,dysfunction or violation of any axisting ethical code.

of special interest here ls Merton's typology of
role behaviors in specific gltuations, or as he terms it
ntypes of individual adaptatioha“. to prevalling societal
values among those individuals occupying different social
positions within the social structure. .

Merton distinguishes five types of adaptation to
cultural goals resulting from elither conforming or non-
conforming behavior.on the part of the individuai. He
stresses that people may.shift from one position to another
within thpqexiétiné categories, and that the categories
refer to ;fole behavior in specific type of sifuations, not
to personality (Merton. 1968t 19%)." ,

Merton's typology consists of the following five
categories:

1. conformity
2, innovation
3, ritualism

4,. retreatism

Se rebellion




For purposes of 4his study, women whoAreturn to
scgool as older adults will be consldered as lnnovators..
Although the conformity adaptﬁtlon igs the most
usual'dne for women, some discussion will congsider women as
ritualists, retreatists and even rebellionists.
CONFORMITY: To the extent that a given society 'is
a stable one.'conformity to both goals and ingtitutionalized
means is the modal behaviof of 1ts members, allowing.ﬂierhapa
for secularly changing cultural patterns.
"Only because behavior is typically
oriented towards the basic values of
the gociety...we. may speak of human
aggregates as comprising a society.
Unless there is a deposit of values
shared by interacting jndividuals,
there exist social relations, if the
disorderly interactions may be 80
called, but no goclety.” '
(Merton, 1968: 193) .
1t seems that it can be gafely said that the ma jor-
ify of women, in accepting their prescribed gocial role as
being first of all mothers and wives, beléng +to this category.
RITUALISM: This type of adaptation refers to the
- pattern of responses 1in which the culturally prescribed forms
of success orientation are abandoned while an almost com-
pulsive adherence to institutionalized means is followed
and implemented.- .

whether this behavior is labeled deviant or not,

Merton considers jt a deviation from the prevalling cul-
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tural model of striving 9ct1vély in trying to achleve

‘success..*
N 8

It is proposed here that women who perceive them-

(4]

.gelves'as unwilling dependents but continue to function, and
perhaps geemingly weil. bﬁ going through the motions with-
out hope of attailning the desired goals, be¥9ng to this
category.** i ' . '

RETREATISM: This ig a type of adaﬁtation where
both the once esteemed cultural énd societal goals and the
institutionalized means for achieving them are abandoned.

Retreatism is seen as a response to acute anomie "involv-

*He suggests that the acute status anxiety in a gociety -
which,ﬁemphaslzes the achievemantAmotif may induce the
deviant behavior of vover-conformity! and 'over-compli-
ance' Merton, (19681 239)." Merton sees -the situation

_which invites = ritualist type of behavior as involving
elther repeated frustration in trying to attain strongly
held goals or éxperiencing the fact that rewards are
disproportional to conformity.. Implieit im this mode of
adaptation is the assumption that high ambitions invite
frustration and the need for “gticking out one's neck",
whereas the scallng down of onés ambition produce sta-
bility and security. This type of response has been
programmed into women by their gocialization for centuries.

s»pccording to Bardwick and Douvan many women try to cope
with their anxiety by exaggerating, by conforming to stere-
‘otyped role images., "when one is anxious or uncertain about
one's femininity, a viable technique for quelling those )
anxious feelings ig an exaggerated conformity, a larger-
than-life commitment %o Kinder, Kuche, Kirche. 1In this way
a woman creates images, sending out clarified and exag-
gerated cues to oithers...Whenever one sees a total invest-
pment or role adeption in its stereotyped, unidimensional
form, one suspects a flight from uncertainty about mascu-
1linity or femininity (Bardwick and Douvan, 1971s 157)."

/



inglhn ébrup{ break in- the familiérgand accepted normative
'framework-ahqfin established goclial relations, particulafly
.wh;n'it hppearé to indiviﬁuals subjecfad to it that the
conditions will continue indefinitely (Mer{on. 19681 2U42) %
| Thé numbgr,of hougewife alcoholics drowning their
fruatrations id urban or guburban slums and'dﬁellings;'as
wall as'tﬁa borderline cases finding an escape in the in-
stané peace induced byiincreqsing doses of tranquifizers;
‘s@em to beloag to this~gategory. '
| REBELLION: This is viewed as a mﬁde of adapta-

" tien aiming at changing both the societal goals and the
institutionalized means of acﬁieving them. Thus aliena-
tion froﬁ_both the goals and means is implicit in this
category. | _ ‘

Advocates of rebellion apparently aim %o intro-
duce changes and modifications in the gocial structure
striving for new éocial and culfu:al standards of success
which would be conducive to a closer correspondence be-

" tween merit}.effort ahg award.

*Merton considers this the least common response and views
such persons as being in the gociety, but not of it.
Speaking sociologically he considers these individuals a
truly alienated group of society. They have abandoned
both'the*culturally prescribed goals and means of achlev-

* ing them. Soclety condemns this kind of behavior by

treating this type of adaptation as a .non-productive lia-
bility, threatening to its values. Merton views the indi- .
viduals in thls category as. engaged in privatized as
opposed to-a collective mode of behavior, because of
which it has, in his opinion, not received sufficlent
attentfon from soclologists although it has social ante-

~ cedents and has..been a historical constant.
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The more radical feminist groups, and those
exﬁeriménting with various commuﬁal ways_ofvliving may be

placed in this category because they not only propose new

: ﬁays of living but question'the basic values underlying the

present social structure. , ‘
s INNOVATION: This is seen as the most important to
this study, and is therefore considered last. This type of

adaptation occurs é&ong individuals who have internallized

the overriding social and cultural emphasis on success,

without, however, internalizing the socially prescribed *

means for achieving the success.* -
;The-édult female student with intact families is

for the'purposeé of this study regarded as beioqging to the

innovative gfoup.

¥The soclologically pertinenmt question is what predisposes the
individual to take the risk of finding new ways and means of
achieving the success in the course of which great emotional
investment must be made.. "It is when a system of cultural
es extols, virtually above al}, else, certain common -
success-goals for the population at large while the socletal
structure rigorously restricts or _comp etely closes access.
to approved modes of reaching these goals for a considerable
part of the same population, that deviant behavior ensues on
a large scale (Merton, 1968: 200)." It seems reasonably
accurate to say that in our achlevement and success-oriented
gociety, the female sex - roughly half the human population -
were rigorously restricted in achieving that success in their
own right and on their own merit. ‘

Merton sees- innovators :ass - : :

1. not always perceiving the reason or sources of their
thwarted aspirations, though aware of the discrepancy

. between individual worth and the social rewards and/or '

. ' their consequencess and :

2. as being imperfectly socialized to the.extent that
although they do not follow the presqi'bed means, they
have retained the success aspirationst '

Yeu
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In conclusioﬁlit can_be Baid fhat Merton's Anomie
Theory, especially his typology of adaptafidh to cultural |
goals, is a useful fooilin éateéorizing and analyzling the
problem at hand. - } T o .

_ £
The general or guididgﬁ#h%sis ig the presumption

that in 5ur.cu1tu;2‘a number prstfains'are more Or less
1nev1table for women. These are handled differently in terms
J% the potentlal for further higher education Wwhich is seen
as a megns of either:

. 1.-,expanding the female social role to the degree permitted
by given circumstances. by adding the role of student tO}
the existing role of homemaker, whlch for the purposes of
this study is parcelved as lnnovatlon; or, ‘

24" adheriqg to the soc?ally .sanctioned” an§$relnforced female
role ogyhomemaker disregarding or denying the ‘social
changes, which is fox the purposes:-of this sthdy per-
celived(as nforﬁism or even ritualism.

| CONCLUSION
This study utilized Ogburn s Social Change Theory
) (0gburn, 1966) with a particular emphasis on his hypothesis

\\\\‘\_of'Cultural Lag. The rationale for thlsﬁvsjthat a number of

women today find that being a Fother ind homemaker, though

‘}& éxacting. has ceased toc be a, full-time career. This is due -

1n part - to gmaller families and- technological advancements

not only outside but in31de the home resulting in an ever

g
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_growing number ofrhousehold-app;iances-facilitafing a reduc-
 tion in the ‘number of'hoursmspent'ln child-care and house- )
work.* There has, however, as yet -been no viable chiélly

‘accepted alternative or supplementary role in which these
Co < ) —F :

* Actuaiiy the problems conneéted with coﬁtamporary housework
are multifold: - ®

1., at best it's value is ambivalents ' \\»;L

2. at worst it accords the woman no statuss and

3, it is a necessary occupation though not a full-time
career. ! .

It has been pointed out ;hatiﬂtime spent in work,

. rather.than the results of: the % rk, serves to express to :
the homemaker and others.that an equal contribution is- being
made (Vanek, 19743 120)." ' P

There has been a withdrawa%\ggf;tatué"rus ect in
terms of the value of housework. T2 aith (1973) sees con-
temporary wives as menially emg%?yed werypto servants”, and
glater (1970) says flatly "a hofsewlfe is a nobody.” It is
a fact that contemporary housework is menial, dull, repeti-
tive, carries no inherent status, pay, security, possibility
for advancement, is not registered as part of the-Gross
National Product and is not found in the soclo-economic
index for 320 occupations in the 1961 Canada sug. It is
Purther informal, unstructured and diffuse in a sophisticated,
gpecialized and rationalized society and can be ane without
any formal training (Caplow, 1964). That it carries no di-
reet status s important, because it has been pointed out
that the satisfaction derived by an individual from his
activity in life depends i part on the status assocliated
with it (Hagen, 1962).- ‘

There are numerous examples of the soclety's *
negative attitude towards it. One of the more recent ones
encountered was a statistic given in anarticle on health
care published in Ontario by the Medical Review in Septem-
ber 1974 where the table 1isting the occupation of the head
of the‘household. housewives were placed in the eighth and
last category together with ngtudents and Never Worked."”

-

4

-
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women could make meaningful use of their productlve abilitlen.*
Thic study also made use of Merton's Anomie Theory
(1968). Hia typology of modes of adaptatlon 1o Vafioun AGL

pects of social tenslon was utilized to develop a typology

of ways in which women cope with the frustratlons engoendereod

'Cfﬂ/by gtereotyped sex roles.

*"There 1s absolutely no validity to the ldea that women have
only one role to play, that 1t has always been the same,
that 1t was always played within the family, or that the
family has meant the same thing from tlme {mmemorial. If
liberating women from thelr traditional role is a revolu-
tionary idea, it is because the revolution has already
happened, out there 1n the changing world. What we have
Yo do 1s to try to catch up (Janeway, 1974: 28}."

»

a.d
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s CHAPTER V
METHODOLQGY

Tho sample population in thias study comprises a
non-random selection of ‘eleven adult female students in
intact marriages with children, and a correspon 7 RroOoup
of eleven married women in intact marriages égiili;ildren
who perceived themselves a3z full-time homemakers regardless
of thelr possible outside commitments (such as structured
voluntary-workj.

The two groups were matched - as closely as possi-
ble - for age, number of children, goclo-occupational status
of the husband, ethniclty and religion, -

Focused, in-depth interviews were used (Merton
apd Kendall, 1957), Qf to use Ryle's'c?ncept. "thick
descriptiq’s.“ The purpose was to discover the discrimin-
atory value of sociological variables that appear to influ-
ence women's decisions regarding thelir life-styles. The aim
was to develop profiles of background cparacteristlcs that
would be predictive of the women's altérnative options.
Thegse optlons are:
.)1. to stay at home and devote themselves fully to homemaking
- with a possibllity of having some outside interest
(voluntary work), = the point being that homemaking takes

precedence over all possible roles; or

N
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2., to onter school (elther beginning or cohtlnuin; thelr
ncadamic 1ife) with the possible option of embarking
on their own careors.

A omall number of adult utudentolin different de-
partments of the Unlversity of Windsor were approached and
asked for interviews. Thig was followed with a request for
the aubmiaaion of one or more names of other adult students
and/or full-time homemakers xnown to the students initially
approached. . 7 - )

The rationale for this request was that this would
facilitate the formation of a network which-would have a
‘"anow-ball” erfect. bringing forth different-subjects for: -
the sample who would e sufficiently matched 1ﬁ.the above-'n
mentioned variables of age, number of children, soclo-
economic status of the husband, athnicity and raligion.

in this way the effect of these variables would
be to certain extent controlled.

An effort was made to have no women in the sample
whose cholce of elther alternative was determined by their
soQially or personally defined clrcumstances (such as lack
of funds or poor health, %o mention just the most obvious).

One problem of using such a gample is that it is
obviously not representative of the present canadian soclety
ag a whole. The sample was a select group of middle-class
women whose husbands’ positions and earnings made it possible

for them to have a cholce of 1ife-style, declded - in part -

- e
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‘by olthor the wife alone, by both hugband, and wife jointly,
or in some casos by the husband's d;niro to have hls wife
remain a full-time homemaker at least until some further
date.

in thio respect there {s no evidence that this
group of women is in any way exceptional or non-representa-
tive of a corresponding goclal stratum 1iving in other cities
or parts of Canada.

Contacts were made with every subject initially
by telephone, at which time a brief explanation was glven
pertalning to the aim of the interview, and an appointment

specifying the time and place of the interview was determined.
Four lnterviews took place at the University of

windsor campus, two in the researcher's home (at the request
of the subjects), and sixteen tock place in the subjects’

= homeS.
An interview form was used (see Apendices A and

B)* in order to tnsure comparable answéfs. The researcher
attempted to be gupportive, endeavouring 1o create an atmos-
phere of trust and reciprocity and avoid'feelings of threat
or mistrust.

The researcher was motivated by the 1dea of recl-

: ﬁrocity‘of gelf-disclosure which she percelved to be an impor-

tant aspect of person-to-person 1nteractiodf The concept of
reciproclity was taken from Gouldner who argued that 1t was a
FTwo questionnaires were used - one for the gtudents and one

for the homemakers = bacause all questions were not releV%Ft
to both groupse. .
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»mutually contingent exchange of benefits between two or
more units (Gouldner, 1960; 164)."
In his early work Jourard (1959), too, propoged
the ldea of reciprocity, or as he termed it, “dﬁndic

effect”, as being¥an lntrinsic factor in interpersonal ex-

change. Jourard conceptualized gelf-disclosure as the act
of revealing personal information to others. He further
posited that self-disclosure was ahaﬁéd by the nature of a
given interaction, namely that it was accelerated by per-
ceived rewards and dampened by perceived costs. The re-
ward given to subjects was reinforcement, warmth and support.
1t would appear that interviewing igg se is us-
ually an asymmetrical focused interaction (Goffman, 1961) in
the course of yhich the subjects are asked to reveal certain
multi-level aspects of themselves while faced by an impersonal
and non-revealing interviewer. It seemed that"more depth
could be reached and better and more reliable data collected,
if the relationship between the interviewer and the subjects
could become more symmetrical iniﬁhe sense that subjeé;s )
would be rewarded and supported by the interviewer's attitude.
The aim of the intervieier was %0 encourage subjects to
»think out loud”™ in order to fgcilitate greater reliability
of the data.*

-
¥

‘#The researcher was aiso encouraged by Rosenthal's (1967)

thesis that the researcher himself was one of the most
powerful ‘determinators’ of a gsubject's performance
(Rosenthal, 1967).
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Evory 1nterﬁlaw wag proceded by five to fifteoen
minutes of "small t:Ik" (not dealing with the questions to
be asked during the tnterview) in whlch an attempt was made .
to establish a favourable atmosphero. This notion was taken
from a serles of experiments carried out by Jourardﬁand his
associates, specifically the Jourard-Drag (1968) s%udy in
which interviews were precedéd by a brief perlod of nutually
revealing dialoéue between the subject and the experimenter.

In these interviews every precautioh wag taken not
to reveal any views on the pertinent toples included in the -
interview, problems pertalning to everyday oocurrences of
family life and school were toughed upon.? The economic sltu-
afion provided a very convenient toplic. Questions from the
subjects were answered only if they were not in any way con-"«/
nected with the ones dealt with in the interview,‘&pd if this
happened the subjects were informed that the interviewer L
wouid be glad to answer any question after the termination
of the interview. P

After the gquestions jncluded in the interview were
answered, the subjects were asked to comment on, add to or
discuss any relevantrtopic.

It was felt that in cases where there were feelings
of threat or anxiety perceived on the part of the subjects $¢
the beginning, these were markedly lower or almost non-existent
by the t;mé/the'interview ahd post-interview discussion were

ST

. P gan W
over. The average duration of interviews was between one and

one half to twd hours.
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" Tho"lntorflews wore taped on a portable tape re-
corder anc?f:'? later 'tranncribed verbatim.

Demographlc profiles of the groups are presented
in Appendix C. There were no ntatiétically'aignlricant
’dirferencas in aﬁy of the variables except that of ethnlc
origin.

The preponderance in the gtudent sample of women
of non-Canadlan origin gives some validation to the observa-
tion that immigrants tend to siress education for their child-
ren, seeing in it the best means for upward mobility and
guccess in the host couniry. This was pointéd out by the
subjects themselves in the interviews. This point will be
elaborated later in this thesis. A larger samplé would

presumably show this trend more clearly.



42

CHAPTER VI
PRESENTATION AND ANKLYSIS OF THE PINDINGS

The detalled responses to questionnairg‘itame have
been placed in tha‘appendix. (The questionnaires used for
gtudents and homemakers, regpectively are in Appendlces-A‘
and B.)

Appendix C contains the déﬁographic profiles of
the respondents which were taken from fthe first several

questions which were jdentical in

. uestionnalres.

In Appendices D and E are the tabulated responses
to the balance of the questions pertaining to soclal vari-
ables for the students and homemakers respectively.

tn the interest of clarity the anal%sis of the
data has been subdivided into 20 sections. wﬁgrever there
was relevant 1iterature available to the researcher a
ghort review of it is given at the end of each section.

EARLY SOCIALIZATION AND ROLE MODELS
; . ADULT STUDENTS

The majority of students sald they came from close-
knit families, and did fémily orientqd»things. like going to
picnics and beaches in the summer; skating and tobogganing in
winter. They rented cdttages and traveled together, went
to zoos, movies, theatres, played cards and staged plays at

thelr homes.
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One saids “We took music 1aasons} my dad played
the violln, we used to play together and my glater and 1
. took sin@&ﬁé. Went to concerts and participated in choir
singing.” ’ ) |

Oonly one had no fﬁmily iira having gﬁown up aéithe
ward of the Detroit Children's Ald Soclety.

There was no clear-cut pattern ‘of who was the most
influential person in the family, though most raported that
they thought their fathers were. The others reported 1t was
either both parents, OT that their mothers were more influ-
ential although their fathers were better educated.

Of her parents ‘one said: "They had complementary
roles, father was the head of the household, mother was very
gtrong in her quiet way."

Anothermrespondeds My father was always the more
vdcal person, I remember as a child thinking my mother ghould
stand up for‘her rigﬁts. But I honestly don't xnow who de-
cided what things should be done."

One said that her parents had different gpheres of
interests. “They both went to college. My father was more
achievement orientsss, he went to school to learn to do some-
thing, and he did it. My nother was more what you would call.
_'cultural.' She was interested in art and things like that;"

+ As for the role models, five_repor%ed that they
khew no professional female when they were young schoolgirlss

three said that they had female teachers, but they did not

-
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_espear to know much abdut their private lives| one sald. she
kneh'a sociel worker who' had five sons but was abandoned by
her husbands one knew a woman dentist. but nothing of her
private 1ifes and one reported that she knew and ‘was impres-
‘sed by a professional actress who "wasn't at all like the
people in the town {(where she grew up}. She had beean
married about five times.

One of the students told how she was impressed by
", her grade school teachers. ”I still today remember how I
looked up to them...two out of three that I knew and remem-
ber most were not married.”

The others who were impressed by their teachers
both in grade and high school knew 1ittle or nothing abdut
thelr private lives e cept that one of them was f nune

Another, whi became a teacher herself, eaidt fI
ﬁas working part-time " a store, and one of the women I met
there was 2 teacher and she invited me to one her classes
and I fell in love with it."” She did not remember whether
the teacher h;H a family. _

One said that although ghe did not know any pro-
fessional females when she. was young, it was her mother who
kept stressing the importance of edueation motiveting her to
further her education even after she graduated with a
Bachelor 8 Degree. COntraﬁy to her mother's wishes she did
not continue then.' ;‘ )

One knew a wema£ dentist, but said, tI cannot

honestly say that I was influenced by her. My father always
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wanted me to become a doétor;ibﬁf i caﬁhot say_that I ever
kﬁew a woman doctor." .‘ ' h B

' The one who was_}quediaftéf by a social worker
sald of her.‘éI wéuld,not be ﬁhere-I'ém today without her.
She tooﬁ'care of me and I saw her every day for 18 years...
I thoughf“shé was a fantastic person...éhé urged me to
finish high school (many of the other wards of the Children's
Ald Society became school dropouts) and take'comﬁercial
courses 80 thaﬁ at the aée of 18 when I would be releaseéra“
from the CeA.S. I could find employment...She did not want
to over-encourage ﬁe because she did ?ot know what would .
happen to me golng from one boarding house to the other..
She wanted me to be realistic and use all the possibilities
and izna small and nice way she always encouraged me to go
on." ’

HOMEMAKERS
Most of the homemakers reported doing ﬁhe usual

family oriented th%ngs: three réported that.moéf'of their
family 11fé evolved arouﬁégthe churcht aqg one reported
" that her family,life vas centered arounq musical acti&iﬁifs.‘
’ For mogt of them it was the usual family-type |
things: parties and family gatherings, and the usual ocut-of-
door activities in summer and winter.s'bnly one said that
hexr father ;as away a lot, so there wa; not too much to do..

" one homemaker said, "We lived in the country so we

went to dances fogefﬁer{wifh our parents. My, mother was busy

(o




with the church, she used to organize thingspfhere,ﬁput on
plays and we would take part in them.\' . | _

v Another said that the family d1d noifdo ;ery'much
really. "My mother took care of the house and my fatﬁer'
worked. Sémetimqg we would go to concerts. or on out-&f-iown
trips.” _ _' | ‘

"One said her family wa; engaged in a lot of S;nday
-Sehool activities and were closely connected with the church,
"We were there just all the time." l

Another one said, "We did a lot of singing, my
mother was an accomplished musician.'had a beautiful voice
and played the church organ."”

Héif reported that'they thought their father was
the most infiuential person in the familys one said both of
her parents died‘almost_simultaneously when she was ten fears
old and she went to live with her married sister and the
othér half reported their mothers as being the more influ-
ential, one of them saying that her mother was a greater
influence when she and her sisters were small.‘but later
on as thiy grew up and entered college her father's 1nf1u-;,ﬁ
ence onh them became more pronounced. ' £

One said, "It had to be my dad. At the time of
my parents the fathers ruled %he roost, and our mothers had
nothing to say."

Another sald that it was her mother, "My father

was ‘tofally subservient to her in authority.”




Half of: them. said'they knew no professionallfemales
when they were young; half said that they had teachers, some
of whom‘were married and some were not; and one sald she was
impressed. by her grandmother who was a midwife.

One homemaker said, "There were only teachers that
_you came across in scpool‘and we élways wanted to be teachers,
of course. I wanted to be a nurse, I do not know why, because
_ Irdid not know a nurse personally. All the professional
people I knew were males."

Ahother one said she’was influenced by her mother .
"My, mbfher was‘a teacher and acted as principal (she worked
onlg_whlle her father was away in the army)." Later on Ih‘
the interview she ‘returned to the topic and said, "I can still
remember when my mother taught school and she was not at home
wheg&ﬂg_(ﬂmzchildren) came from school. We had a hired girl,

/ _
but I always wished that she was there when I came home, and

JI still remember that and I definitely feel thasol do not want
my children to feel the same way." ‘
'Another one said that her teachers influenced her
to become a teacher herself.' "But most of my eleméntary
school teachers had one foot in the grave and one out. Most
~of them were spinsters."' ‘
The one who was impressed with her grandmother who
was a midwife sald, " (She) was of old Ru331an~Jewlsh back-

ground and being a midwxfe that 1ong ago was almost like

having‘a Ph.D now., "I thought that was great.”
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‘One sald that she was influenced by ﬁerthigh achoda% -
teacher in Gefman.. vI looked up to her. She was married
twice, Bhé'had a daughter from her first marriage :EE ﬁhe
was working as-a high gchool teacher and she was a'lady.ﬁé
Later on, the respondent herself entered university, her

majo§ being German, but she dropped out and married.

Another sald, "I knew some professional WSEen ahd
[N
1 was particularly influenced by my two aunts who wére school

teachers. None of them were married.” ke

Another one salid that she was influenced by thg_ \
Dean of Women at McMaster University. iﬁ%he was cqarming and
intelligent and had a wonderful way with girls. 'She was
margied and widowed gt a very early age and she had to sup-
port her two girls and this was the reason she went back %o
work. Sh; never remarried and she was Dean of Women until
she“retired.. There was also one highschool teacher that I
admired very much, but sbe_was single. Later shé married
the science teacher whilé I was still in school and tpen -
she resigned.”

CONCLUSION . N//P’/ *

,There-is’hb discernible difference in the earl
‘soé;alization of the two éroups. al%hodgh it was previoﬁ
seen that the fathers of the hameﬁaker group had a ;omewha
higher,socio-economic stath;. which did not seem to affect
their life-styles to ‘any appreciable degree. -

The rationale for the questionfﬁﬁout {emalq pro- _

fecsional role models was that there is a ;ealization that

s el

-
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yodﬁg glrld of ten and sven mor?.thnn twenty yoars @gC had
none OF n§ the very best few adult proreaalonnl models they
could emulate. And the majority of thope that exinted were
in the ao-called-“nurturant" typically femaio profosqlona
or grade school teachers and nurses. Evén thoge were rg;qu

married and had children.
Tha dearth of the professional female models with
famiiies probably was instrumental for the achlevement orien~
_tation of hese young, girls in thelr formafive yearss

nly linkages that could loglcally be made DY

these young women were those between woman and marriage and

women and motherhood because these were the ro}e models and.

» concepts with which they were thoroughly acqualnted and I
comfortable. Theses were the facts of evqryday 1ife.

Apart from gaveral teachers gnd one Dean of women

{who had to work because she had two daughtera to support),
one dentist, one actreiﬁ and one old nidwife. all twenty-two
respondents'knew no other profes§ional female with which they
could identifye. The young girls did not have a_diversity of ’
role models, 8 fact which had to influance their future life- .
stgles. " contrariwise by belng socialized in the traditional
way, they anticipated & conflict between thelr possible indi-
vidual asplratlod; and the facts of social reality. Perhaps
tpe'most important reason why there are not more career women

ié the anticipated conflict between career and family life.

As compared to 3 job, a career requires a commltment of

~/
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energy and nplrlt which is lnconslatent with our social organi-‘
zation of family 1ife; o fact of whlch a young girl becomes

aware at a very early age without many role models proving

the contrary.

/

REVIEW OF RELAVANT LITERATURE
According to Mead a woman has two cholces - to
el ther become a woman and “‘therefore less of an achleving

individual, or an achleving dual, and therefore less

of a woman (Mead, 19351 301)."

Berger (1967) writes that one becomes what one

plays at, that identity l1s socially bestowed, soclally sus-
_tained and socially transformed. The enacted role forms,
-shapea-qgg\patterns both actions and actors.

Women's lives are moulded as much by expectations
of their role behavior as by gharacteristics of sex or psy-
chology. Personality development is a response to cultural
norms and soclal ¢circumstances.

In a soclety with few modals of "independent”
women to emulate, only a small pergentage of school girls
are willing to rigk failure in the twaditional world of
marriage and motherhood in order to prove their worth in the

" unknown male world of business and professions (Chate, 1972).
- Purthermore young women are not encouraged %o do

go. Saltzman and chafetz (197%) argue that young people

are told that it would be *pathological® To disrupt the

éxlstlng social patterns. Thus instead of being encouraged
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tO'be'problem-adlutlon oriented, the individual is instead
burdened with adjusting to the gocial environment, or in

dther words, the gtatus quo.

In-a :ocént paper on role models and achievement
gocialization, Mardsen (1974) posits Kemper's (1968) theory
of achieyement‘motivatlon which is based on socializatlon'
and reference group theory. Kemper contends that "achleve-
ﬁent...is powerfully related to the types of reference
groups avail;ﬁle to an individual and that lackling these
groups, his (in this cagé ‘hers’') achievement striving will
be seriously hamperéd (Kemper, 1968t L) ." |

Kemper®s model posits the necessity for three
geparate reference groupss normative, audience and com—.f
parison.* while ahalyticallj,separate these groups may be,
and often are one and the same group, OTr the game person.

These reference groups are instrumental in the
gocialization function and according to Kemper, lower levels

*Normative oupss those who provide "the actor with a guide
To action by explicitly getting norms and espousing values

(Kemper, 1968s 32). “These groups may be an actual group,

a collectivity or aggregate, a person, or 8 perso ification

of an abstraction but not a norm (Marsden, 19741 4)."
Audience oupss demand neither normative nor value-valida~-
ting behavior of 4he actors who themselves contribute certain
values to the former and attempt to behave congruently with
those values. .
Comparison groupst wprovide the actor with a frame of refer-
ence which serves to- facilitate judgments about any of sev-
eral problematic issues, viss (a) the equity of one's fates
(p) the legitimacy of one‘'s actions and attitudesy {(c) the

_adequacy of one's performancej OT (d) the accomodation of
one's acts to the acts of others (Kemper, 19681 32-33)."
For the purpose at hand this is the mos?t interesting of the
reference groups.
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/Iof achlievement are .accounted for through the absence of one

or more of the required reference groups, and/or through the

splitting of the latter into more than.a single group or

person.

Marsden's argument turns on the need for a "tech-

nical ro}e'model",

"gomeone who shows the neophyte not what
is ldeal or proper, not whether it is
right or wrong, but how, in a technical
day-to-day sense, it can be done.”
{(Maraden, 1974%: 3)

The aspiring professional women, according to.
Marsden, have technlical role’models for their work, but in
numerous instance? they lack a techﬁical role model to show
them how they can retain their marriage, bring up thelr child~ -
ren{fRossi. 1970) and fulfill their professional roles.

Pollowing Kemper's theory the a¥sence or presence of technical

role models at "crucial points in time" will be instrumental
- “h
for the maintenance of a high achievement orientation.

r "Phe norms to be internalized are laid out:

‘ by normative reference groups, applauded
or ignored by audience groups, and taught -
by means of comparison groups...She (the
female student) has a split reference group -
one tells how.to perform academically, an-
other how to perform familialy. Whether these
circumstances lead women to believe that it
ig easy or it is difficult to combine work
and family is not as important as the fact

5, that-she has no technical model to show
how to do it and this, Kemper contends,
depresses achievement striving generally...
The distinction between normative and ipsa-
tive achlevement is important, because
Kemper argues, ipsative achievement requires
normative groups, role models and audience
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groups...When the three refarehce groups

do not coincide, situatlons arlise which .
interfere with optimum socialization for )
achievement."”

(Marsden, 1974 7-11) ‘

_ It has been clearly seen from the-sﬁmple that'the -
women ihte;vlewed did not generally speaking have - in their
fornative‘yeara - successful diverslfiéd role models who
comblhed academic achlevement with famll? 1life and children.
The realization that it can be done cannot be equated with
having a model Bf how it is to be done. Contrariwlise the
norm is that a conflict exists between career and family
life, because our social structure 1s not geared to a two-
career family.

¢  PAMILY EXPECTATIONS
ADULT STUDENTS
The majority of sﬁudents gsaid that they were en-
couraged to both acquire an education and have a family,
and one of them - a recent Canadian immigragt said that the
norm for her generation in her native country was to get an
education and -then have a career and a family and the chil-
dren wou%g/ﬁﬁi; been taken care of by the extended family.
. Three students sald that their parents never encouraged
education, but expected them to marry and have a familys one -
reported that her father wanted her to get an education and
work, thouéh he never let her mother work and use her educa-

tion, and one sald her father wanted her to betome\a doctor,

but heér mother was glad she finally "bagged” /her hugband.
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Cne, whose pérents were immigrants to Canada and
wanted her to have both an education-leading to a career,
and a fgmily gald, "e.sslt was seen as a way of getting out
of the'féctories. and a lot of people there (the part of
Windsor they 1ived in) worked in factorlqg. They wanted

‘something better for their children...They were all first .

generation immigrants."
/ﬂ& Another one sald, "I was very interested in act-
ing and from about thirteen I did sort of semi-professional

theatre work, and my father thought that was terrible. He

did not like people that were in acting and stuff like that.
My mother was the sort that would back you up in whatever
you enjoyed. But I think they were worriéd about the type

of life I would lead in acting. My father gaid that he would
pay for two years' college in the Actors' Studio in New Yorg.
I think he thought I would get away from it, I think my %D
motﬁer hoped so too, and she thought that it was a little
strange. Where I grew up none of the mothers worked. There
wag one mother who worked when her husband died, and all
thought that 1t was: strange...My father did not think so
much in terms of male and female, but he wanted his kids to
haéq a lot of education.”

One said, "My family expected me to have a family
and become a homemaker. But nursing or teachlng were accept-
able things to go into. The attltude was that I would always
have something to fali back on, and if I had.a family I could

always use my nursing.”
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about it they helped me. And I was the oldest girl in the
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. .Ohe gtudent reported, nPhey expected me to have a
job that would be ;clean', not manual, but more gsemi-profes-.
sional&..that.would provide me until such time when I marry.
A career°was for my brother. My father sald he wanted td
educate me so that I would find an educated husband."
one of the students said, "None of them (my parents)
wanted me to go to college, they thought it was just a waste
of time for a girl to g0 to college, that I would just be
getting married anyhow as soon aS 1 finished, and that I
should go %ut and become a secretary. As a resultJI did '

go out and worked one year as a secretary and saved money to

go back to college, and when they realized that I was sincere

family and my two younger sisters did not receive the objec-

tions I did, so maybe 1 paved the way. The youngest one was

a boy and there was no dbjection to him going *to school, in
fact he was to go 1o school." £

Another one whose fathexr had no education and no
money when he was young stated, "For my brother and me it was
a foregone conclusion that we were going to be educategi“

HOMEMAKERS

The minority of the samp%gjsaid that their parents
expected their daughters to both Qgrk and have a familys some
eéxpected their daughters 1o work so that they would be able

to support themselves, but they also expected them to marry

and then make their own decisionsj; one sajid that her parents

] 3
N
. ,
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stregsed education and work and 1eft\har;1age up to their
daughtersy one sald her parents-were against her working
after ghe got married, but wanted her to have an educationi
one sald her'parents never expected her té do anything she
herself was not interested ins and one said her father
thought that education was wasted on females.

s She elaborated on thail sfatement. "My father was
a male chauvinist, he sent my sister to college...and told
ﬁer to get her educafion and do something with it, not just
marry and have children. Well, she did not graduate..;and
as a result I do not think I would have been allowed to fur-
ther my education. He thought it was a waste of time and
money on a female."”
One said her parents wanted her to go on with her
education. "I think they were disappointed that I married
a year after I graduated (with a B.A. in.science).”
One who quit school in Grade 12 (ghe was the least
educated one in the whole sample) said, "No: they did not
}pect me to go to school because when I quit school in
Grade 12 at Chrlstmas they never sald *why didn't I g0 back
and finlsh the year?' As long as 1 found a job and was inde-
pendent, it was‘OK." l
Another one said, "They never expected us to do
anything...But it was always understood-that we would do
ﬁomething. My sister warited to be a teacher and I wanted to

be a nurse."”




CONCLUSION :

: 1t cannot-p® sald that there is any significant
différence in the parental attitude of the students_ang the
homemakers, towards education, work and marriage. The gtq- ﬂﬁl
dents’ parents who were mostly immigrants or immigrants‘ -
children, saw education as the best way for upward mobility.
in the case of the homemakers 1t was more g;qgest;pn ofl
personal fulfillment, which could be a reflection of tﬁair 3 w
parents glightly higher occupational status. 1t is evident - .

nowever - that there was no significant encouragement for a
gerious commitment t0 a career, particularly not outside the

traditional female occupational fields of nursing and

teaching. .
The answers were.maf—course. all given post factum
and it cannot be determinéd now accurate they were. but the_
impression was that in most cases work did not really mean
career as a life-long commitment, but more of a “stop gap
between graduation, from whateve} level, and marriage.
EXPECTATIONS. OF HIGH SCHOOL PEER GROUP
ADULf STUDENTS

The majority of the students reported that the pre-
vailing expectations of their peers were to marry and become
homemakers, with some of them planning to get a job before
they married, and some of them - even if they went to univer-
sity - dropping out to.get marrieds only two reportgd that

there were expectations for both careers and family.

>
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Onééstudént reported that shgﬁ;;;\Lnly one female
friend. "My other friends were all male and they all want;d
to have an education and gd on to university.”

| Another one said that even when girls went to -

college it was mqre_to get a husband than to get an educa-
tion. "Most of the glrls‘dih not seem to. have any specific
gqalé in their minds." Orie sald, "Most of them wanted just
a job until they married. I think that was the whole out-
loock in those days."
. One who graduated with a“BAA. in scighce before
she married said. “T think they wanted to m§/£§— When I
look back at them I see that: they all marrliﬂ very young,
younger than I’EISE\ very few went to university. and yet
this was a high school in Toronto that had a very high
intellectual level, and was in a prosperoug economic area,
toco. They éhould‘have been the people going to university,
but they just weren't.”
' One respondent said much to the same point. "Most
of my friends did not have great aspirations toward university.
Some of the wealthler girls were expeéted to go. Most of
them, though, did not have career orientations, they just
wanted some general education and fun." ‘ .
‘ | One of the two who expected both marriage and career

<

got her high school education outside Canada in her native

-

country whose norms she seemed to have internalized to quite

a high degree. ‘ //)
_ @ N /
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e © HOMEMAKERS
Réﬁghly half reported their peeré as desliring to
marry and become homemakers, and the other half reported
their peers as being a'"mixed group"s and one gaid that she
ohly’éhosé those friends WhO\Sid not want anything "domestic”
(she 1is at present ‘involved in extensive voluntary work).
B Some gsaw the issue ‘in terms of finances. "Most
- of ﬁy‘friends wantedr¢p marry and be homemakers, because
you know, in those dayé¢ you had to be rich to go to college.”
For those who lived in the country wthere was nothing much
to do..s50 When you graduated from’ high school you marriéd."
And so?e said, "Most of my friends went to colleges and
Universities mostly to_meet men and marry.”
* Phose whose friends wanted to have both a career

and mafriqge were mostly immigranis to Canada from East
ﬁuropean countries, with only twd_Canadian born women ex-
pressing the gsame idea. One of those gaid, "A good number
of kids I went to school with did go to university and later
A_workg " ' ‘ T

The prevalent attitude was expressed by one who
gaid, "I think ;ainlj just become nomemakers. They ail did
'something after high Qchool but they did noé go after degrees."

CONCLUSION |

It is evident that the girls were gsocialized lnto

believing that the most important and dg§§;§h§§ roles in life

)

for females);?re those of wife and mother. Even those with a
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commitment to learning, as expregged in their feelings of

gatisfaction with the process'of_learning..rarely anticipated
having both a career and a'family. probably becauséhof the
expected conflict between their individual aspirations aﬁa
the lnternallzed ‘cultural definition of femininlty.

Social pressure ig so strong in their late: adoles-
ence that ;ery Tew glrls evolve a value system of their own,
or a sense of dlrectlon towards their individual goals, as
wltnessed by this sample. At the time when they are decid-
ing on their future. llfa-style - during their hlgh school
years - thelr potential seems to be diminished by an ambi-
valence of an early value conflict,

SCHOOIL ENJOYMENT
ADULT STUDENTS

Ten students reported they enjoyed school and
wanted to further their education, and only one said that
she was not tbo interested in it though it presented no
hardship. OnF said, fEEélways likéd school and wanted to
gp on. I wanted to become a doctor, but I was very young
when 1 finished Grade 13, only seventeen years old, and then
I decided that I wanted to make some money." She Qent to
Peachers College. |

Another felt véry incomplete when she finished
hhg@ school. "I ‘just had to‘go on, I couldn't see myself
working or d01ng anythlng\ Even when I finished my B.A. |
1 didn't feel 1 had anythlng much, but by that time I guess

I wanted to be on my own and be away from home."

-

4
¥
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One of them said, "I 1iked learning for the sake
of 1earﬁing. I went to sciences because 1 wag influenced
by a Grgde 13 teacher in biolégy. I really wanted to be a a
s&once teacher." ' '

g8 interests in school

; - ore than half had far'
ranging from arts to sciences," d only\two had tﬁe suppoft
from their teacher, and pane fr?m their 'es*\_The rest
sald they had no special ;Atereéts. ‘\\\,/,

One who said that she had no spéciai interest

attributed it to the fact that she was a ward of the Detroit

Children's Aid Socie and was not allowed t6 stay in school "

=]

after hours. Another\ who had no special interest said, "I
think I had a good bglance, and.I'had a good social life.

My mother uged to say that school wasn t everything and that
I shou}d take it edsy.  They (parents and teachers) dlﬂ not
push us in anything; Sometlmgs I wished they had pushed

more, but I guéss I had a good time."

HOMEMAKERS

A slight majority said that they liked schpél, but

rest dig\\

only one said she was "enthusiastic" about it.

//weré glad to get out of it. On /éaid "It was just something

. f

" I had to do, and I' went and g t pa351ng grades. Another
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' Among thoéhylgo were glad to get out of it, one.
said.‘“School was never any hardshlp and 1T did not work very
hard at it. When it was finished I was glad to have 1t oVer
and done with." Another one said, "It was a natural thing
to do and it beat working. My studies)same quiﬁefeasy, but
\the extracurricular activities like sororities and football
games were whati }ntggssted me most." One who was goo* in
;gp mathematics said, "...(school) justtwasn't interesting enough
at the time." )
ﬁggghly half said that they had no epecial interest//”
and the others were interdsted in art and were supported by
their - teachers and famlly; two‘ﬁere interested in sciences
and were supported by their teachers. e radl
. One who liked school and was lﬁterested in sclences
said that she wouldﬁ\EVe gladly gone on, but she was an orphan
“1iving with her married sister's femily. She graduated when
” she was sixteen years old and was thus not ellgible alther

,./’_1
for entry into university or a grant for it.
N

~

. The one-swho was lnterested in mathematics sald she
as ngly supported by her teachers who felt she had poten-
tial “and could do a great deal with itessBut I did_nothing.
with it. I-got out of school and éLt'married.“ |
¢ One who was'gafticularlylnter ted in art and even.

had privafe art lessons said, "I loved schod

' %nd there was
never anything that dampened my enthusiasm for Ath" .
- d . - ¢

~

| P
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had a, greater enjoyment of school in thelr youth. than did

.It can be Baid that the present adult students

the present. homemakers. -

1t is also evident that neither group was encour=
aged - to any significant extent - by éither,their familles
_ or their teachers to develop interest in different sgbjeqts
with the idea of furthering thelr stulies in order to make
a careef out of it.

The impression galned was that the social aspect
of school wasbjust as important as the academic aspec‘e. a:
least for some of them.

A number of them: and they are mostly in the home-
maker group, viewed gchool as something to be "oot through”,
because “"everybody else did it."

WORK EXPERIENCE | \\\\.
ADULT STUDENTS

The median time in work prior to marriage was iwo
years (R=4), and the median for worK after marriage was also

in the two years category (R=7)»

Nine students worked prior to marriages whereas,

" only two students did not work prior to marriage.

‘The ﬁaftern of work after marriage was not‘so

clear-cut as that before marriage, because a number of them

had an on-agaxn-off—again pattern and SOme of 1t was part-

time. Only the_full-time work was calculated in ‘the median,
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because the subjects did not recall clearly for how long
they worked part- -time and what did part -time consist of in
all cases. *Less than . half report;; working gporadically on’
a part-time basis after having worked full-time for a defi-
nite pericd of time calculated in the median.

0f the elevan'students nine reported having had
satisfactory work experience end only two said they either
disliked their particular job at -the #ime. or considered
themselves overburdened with work. |

The majority of them reported having helped their .
husbands financially while they were getting established:s
and the rest reported not having helped them,

. The predomlnant majority Sald that they had planned

to fu;ther their education or "do SOmethlng" after the family
was establisheds and only four reported that they had not
made any plans for return to werk or school, one of them
saying that the feeling vevolved."”

The latter elaborated on that statement by saying,
"No, I did not look forward to any crises in my life, I just
thought I would float. For one thing I never remembered my
mother underg01ng‘any crises, but then she always worked 1in
Ithe store, she was always part of my father's business.” |

pne of them gaid, "I originally efnted to go back
4o school when my- youngest was in grade one. But it just
didn't work out." Another said, "I always planned to go

back %to school. To study just for the sake of learning, not

because I had any definite career in mind."
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Oone sald that she always knew she would bs doing
somethiﬁg after the ch

ren were in school, "I just wasn't
gure what 1t would bel”

One who wor ght years after marriage sald,
a1l the time I was working I was thinking that I would 1like
to further my education, but I did not get a crack at it
before because of the kxids and my husband.”

HOMEMAKERS

The median for working prior to marriage was in the
one and a half year cafjgory (R 2), and the median for working
after marriage was in the two and a half year category {R=5).
One had an On-again-off-again work pattern and +his was not
pglculated in the median since it wa? part-time work. Oniy
one did not work prior to marriage, ;nd two did not work

after marriage.
ORI Py

A great majority of them reported having satisfactory
/

-

working experience and only two perQeived work as elther a
vdrag" or as too demanding.

The majority of them reported not having helped
their husbands financially while he was getting establisheds
and only three reported having extended financial hélp.

o
Asked about thelr plans to elther return to work or

engage in some out31de actlvlty after the family was estab-

lished, four were elther negative or ambivalent %pd the rest

had at various times either contemplated or planned to involve

themselves in education or work. wd
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One said she was not contemplating on expanding
her present role. "No way, f}m too lazy."

Another sald that although it would help finan-
cially if she woﬁldnf%pd gome type of work, "My husband
says that I should gtay at ﬁpme and giﬁe a few more years
to our youngestqgon (age 13i just as much as T did to the
others." 7 ‘
m one said that she had planned to engage in'ougr

of-house activities many times. _{En fact, I think I should_

-one_out and done something professionally during the
the children. - Now I definitely feel that once

the childfen are all in school (her youngest child is in
kindergarten) and become older that I will do‘Eéyething oq;///
my °§F'" '

Many of the subjects mentioned that they were
interested in other subjecis than those they had previously
gtudied. In connection with that one said, “"Previously I
thought {I would go back for money, but now I think I would
only go back for ‘the enjoyment. I always thought that I
could use my dipioma if ever 1 qeéﬁed it, but now I find
that I enjoy differenf type of things and I do not use
,my previous education (as a hogpital technician)." f

¢ _ Another said, "Well, I'm not to that p01nt yet,
1 haven't any definite plans at this point, but I hope to
do gbméthing. yes...Being a doctor's wife is difficult be-
cause of his hours. So if I went.into something with standard
hours, I would not be available when he is available., It

would have to be something with a little leeway.”
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CONCLUSION ‘ _
' The prevalling majority of subjects have had work-
ing experience which was gatisfactory to a higﬁ degree.,,

Typical also is the on—agﬁln-off-again work pattern
which is reallﬁ no£ conducive to a serious type of career,
but is indicative of the desire and peed for work.

Another conclusion would be that there is a.defi-
nite need among women with families for part-time work which
would enable them to both managé their homes and families
and satisfy their need for outside work.

It is fugther interesting that the womeﬁ seeﬁ aware
that the:e.is a "point" ifidiife at which they are caught in
the gap between their gocially determined attitudes and their
“individual asplratlons. a point when it 1s'ﬁ;;éssary to make
a change to re-join the outside world and work, which were 7//
generally speaking - abandoned furing the family raising
phase. This was not always anticipated (in fact, speaking
intuitively, an impression was formed from the conversations
following the structured part of the interviews, thgt dur-
ing the intense child-rearing peridﬁ following the marriage
the majority of the subaects did not really entertain serlous
thoughts about any changes in llfe-styles) ag was verballzed
by the subject who said that she did not ant1c1pate any

vsrigses" in her life. > o N
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CURRENT MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS
ADULT STUDENTS = : —
_ None of thelstudente' husbands was percelved as

traditionally oriented'in termg of thinking that a wife and
mother shouldAStay at home and be a full-timei@gmema}er, and
an overwhelming majority of them (824) were reporteéd in
favour of female education and work. Of the remaining enee*;f
" one was in favour of female education but not full-time work
because of the childreni and one was in favour of the idea
‘win general.”

One of the students said, "I don't think he has
thought th;¥ (she should be a full-time hOmemakef)-for ~
twenty years. I don't really know how ‘he felt about it then,
becaugse I'm the type of person who goes along'and‘does her
own thing and doesn't ask any questions.“ .

Asked whether tﬁey received help from their husbanée
in household chores, less than half of the students said that
theirfhusbapde helped ehem: five‘eaid that they‘received no -
help from their husbands because the latter were too ‘busy
{all of them were highly trained professionals who could
afford to pay for once-a-week outside help). One said that
her husband®s early socialization was in a culture where '
men just did not do any housework., The student said, "HB
is traditionally oriented in some respects, and in some re-

]
spgets\he is not., He thinks I am a ﬁgrson“who would feel

tbo constricted at home...Staying at home with the kids "

~

"
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I would probably become bored. But help in the housé, oh

e
my God, no, not him, it's the culture he comes from."
In families where the children were old enough to
help they did their share. A

A
HOMEMAKERS

The prevalent attitude of the husbands of the
homemakers towards the issue of the motherstaying at home
and being a full-time hgmem;ker was that that should be the
norm, although some fiexibility was possible after. the child-
ren were grown up and did not need the mother any more. Z

One homemaksr said, "As long as the family is
cared for properly, and 1 don't mean Just physically, you .
can work ocutside, more power to you." In this instance 1t
was not altogether clear that this wag the husband's or
her own attitude.

Three husbands weré perceived as thinking that
there. was no need for the mother 4o stay at home all the
time. One of ﬁheir wives said, "Absolutely he thinks I
should stay atthome most of the time but he also thinks

I should have outside interests and pursuits because that

would make me a happier homemaker."

Another said, wWell, in a way, yes, sometimes he
wouldnft m;&d if I nhad some other interests, but giot until
the chIldren are completely out of the houtsz=,~‘£¢"i"wg‘n

The maquity of husbands were thought %o ®e in

favour of female education aqd worky the rest were ambivalent.
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One homemaker salid, "O;iy if it doesn't concérn
hia,q&fe. He loves it and respects it inf;ther women, as
long.as it is not me who is getﬁing the education and\get-
ting professionally ahead of him. I think he feels differ-
ently about the chlldren (they have two daughters) . Thefe
“has never been any question about furtherlng'ﬁhelr education
,s».But as far as I am concerned 1t's an ego type‘ofpthing.

I'm not a threat to him as long as I stay at home.”

" Another one said that her husband is not “partl-

cularly in favour of the idea."

As- for the help in the hougse was concerned, six
did not extend any help and f;vé did. " One sald, "Just when
Fhe has to, when we have companﬁ and I am rushed, or yhen
there is a deaﬁline to meet ortsomgthing 1ike tnat...But
apart from that he pretty well EOmes:home and doés his own
thing," Another said, "All ﬁé _does isléﬁ‘to wo?k in the
morning and come home at night, that is alli"

Husbands helped mostly with the children and
occasional chores.
| - _CONCLUSION -~ = .

There is -a discernible difference in the attitudes
of the students husbands and the homemakers' husbands Sincé
these, too, were only percelved attltudest.there is no way
of validating them. 3till, the lmpggﬁilon gained was that

’ C N\ .
the students' husbands were less traditionally or%ented and

that there was a congruence between their attitudes and their

R
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behavior.‘which made it possible for their wives to both u
reenter and stay in schools | -

The homemakers husbands had a more traditlonal
attitude. Even among thogse who were in favour of educatlon
and work it was always a° qualified agreement: the ‘norm being
that the role of mother and wife is hierarchically the most
1mportant one, and that any other role was possible mostly
when the demands of the former diminishedllt thus became
an additional one of ambiguous value. | -
| ATTITUDES OF SIGNIFICANT OTHERS

ADULT S?UDENTS
Befbré“@iiiTng with specific questions pertaining

to the perce ved\é‘tiﬁgggs of gsignificant others, a survey

of the number B?“ -

included because i

> the a¢u}t students were taking is

.éives_a rough estimate of the time sﬁent

in going to school and the time spent in studying at home .
Three of the students are taking one course, three

are taking two courses and five are full time students.

Husbands' attitudes "Is your husband supportive

of your re-entry 1nto school°“ '

Nine of the studentis reported, that thelr husbanﬂl
were in favour‘of their return to school, and two reported
that they had some initial difficulties. -

One éf them said, "He is not against it, though I
cannot say that™T received a lot of suppor?t from him when I
decided to go back to school. He did not think it was a

great idea. 1T was ‘give it a try and see if you like ittt
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The other one was more expliclt, “My husband is |
- agressive and his time is always fXlled and he thinks. every~
body's'life should be filled all ‘the time. He thinks you
should hav; an outside intefest besides the house and every-
thing else. But when 1 went back to school it wasg é threét
at first and I didn't réalize that. He thought it was a
great idea, until I started to read a lot and the houseworkf
was secondary. I didn't like housework and that is one of ~
the reasons I went back. He is very meticulous and I am — -
not, and thls way I can get away with 1t. He also thought
that T may be going, out with some students, and I did go out
with some girls for a drink and he used to find that threat-
ening because I was never 1ndependent or anything, I was
aiways at home with the kids and family. He was the one
who used to go out and I would stay at home and watch the
kids. His interests always came first. But then my needs
“had to be fulfilled too, anﬁ I couldn't cut classes‘just
becauée he had to go out and do something, so we used to get
baby-sitters and 1 went out.. Or he would stay at home. We
went thrpugh a period, but 1% wasn't so hard and then the
balance came again.”
| ‘Othérs reported that it was the husbaﬂa who en-
couraged it and that they could not have done it without his

support.

Children's attitudes "How do your children feel
about your re-entry into school?"

Two students reported positive reactions, four
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reported no definit reactlon. one. reported an ambivalent '
reaction. three reporte f: t thelr chlldren complalned when
they were tired or had to 80 out. and one reported that the

children were not\heppy "all -the time " ;{ <

"
e

o

. The, mother's perceptlon of thelr children s
attltudes towards thelr re-entry lnto gschool could be pIaced'-
on a contlnuum ranging from thoee who seemed proud of their
mothers, *to those who did not seem to mind one way or another
R - (and this pertalned usually ‘o small children, or those ‘who
) | "were small at the time when elther their father or mother
went back to school and who td%k this for a normal llfe-
bpattern). to those who complained about/not getting enough
-attention. ‘The latter were in a minsriﬁy because it was re-
ported infonly four cases.- Generailj speahing there‘ie“ho
difference in the children's attitude toward full-tine'or
part—rime studying. It seems to depend more on their age.
v a-Moet of the mothers. declared themselYES +to be as

involved with the children as possible so that the latter

R would not feel deprived of love and attention.

- their classes so that they could be w1th the ch'lﬂren as mooh
as possible, and only iwo took night classes nce a Week. One
eald that most of her studying was done atenlght when the child-
ren were in bed soO that her evenings and holldays would be left
free for the ramﬂy. She was afraid that they might develop,
feelings of resentment towards education per ge which could

influence their attitude toward their own higher education.
£

i
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Some considered it a positive process: \0ne of the

gtudents sald, "I hasseled them a lot when I was'at home all

the time. -They +hink I am not soO crabby now. " Another'afgued
that, "From seeing me and my husband (study) they have a
tendency 10 read a book and ‘do thlngs. LIt has become a sort

/

of a learning process for them £00."

The mothers evxdently tried to.share as much of
- A
thelr school experiences as the chlldren could understand.

Two said that their children cgﬁpargd teachers and schoo}
assignmenis witﬁ their mothers and one 1ittle girl wished
she and her mother could be in the same class.

Summer school seems to be more difficult for child-
ren, and one of the students gaid her older boy: become 1;;1-
table conplaining that she spent all her time ngading while
she was taking summer cqurses. S%E/said she wquld never do
it again, although i1t would shorten her gtudies if she were

o0 do it.

JKin and peer attitudes vHow do your friends and[

relatives look at your new role of a student?”

Only three of the adult students had their kin and
peer total support for their new student roles. The other
eight reported attitudes which could be placed on a continuum =
ranging from vamazed” to those who gradually extended their
support'and/or respect to the studenis. -

s, ,One reported that a "lot of women think Tm crazy.

and I think some of thg“men cannot understand it, and I don't

/
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even try.’ I really think\it's complex .anyway . 'But my reai.
true friends are thrilled for me. o

Another gaid, and she was not the only one who en-
countered such reactlons. “T am amazed that they are amazed
that anyone would really want to go back to school that's
really thrown me in a way...I cannot believe the reactions,
people act as though this is aomething oufﬁ;f~the ordinary,
and 1t shou%ga't be." R\/’:::;

Some were bothered by their kin's negative react-
ion towards their studies. One commented, "It does not
bother me now, but it did.‘ now I have come to terms with it."

Some ofxéhe kin attltudes reflected anxiety that
tlme was beling taken away from the children. “My moiher
thxnks it's eat but she feels that I should have done it
1eng_ago, aniS;B%\now with the children., She feels 1 am
taking away frommthé“egjldren.-and she is very family

oriented."

-

Others reported that they are respected by their

e

kin and peers for their decision, althougﬁ/ln two 1nstances

there was some initial hesfility., Some felt that female

/’

L

frlends tend to be envious.

Onegpaid, "I found it very surprlslng that T Jjust
4

. B
" got total support from both families. Espec1a11y my mother-

in-aw. My gistgr-in-law who is a real homebody and very.
]

happy in that role thinks that it is just.great that I'm

H

going to school and being happy about 1t.”
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- Another one eald thaf“her mother in-law wag an.
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immigrant and never had opportunities to. either make friends
or do something of th own. "As a result eheﬁ&s a very
lonely person, with no intereste of her own. So she feels

that it is most jmportant that there is eomething you can do."

Social act1VLtles "Did you.have to curtail ypur '

' social activities? If yes, do you miss them?"

The answers to the former were “"yes" in four cases,
"no" :in three easee and *somewhat"” 1n four cases. The ans-
wers to the latter were "no" in nine cases and "in a way" in
two cases. |
N One who felt that she had/to curtail her social activ- "
itiles "somewhat" sald »T do not look upon it as euftailment,
because lt s the book that 1 have to read and the assignment.
1- have to do that interests me. So I look upon it as some—
thing which I want to do instead of feeling ebllgated to do
eomething 1 would have done a few years ago because I felt
I should ha;e dong it." y |

Another one, who is a full-time sthdent% and who

felt that ehe,definitely nad to curtail her other interests
and misses it somewhat said, "I miss being able‘to‘jusf go
over and drop in on somebody or just go off and do something
silly. My 1ife is so scheduled that 1 mlsse*‘;he unscheduled
HOMEMAKERS

In the homemaker group one woman was engaged in a

regular out51de activity.- in add1t10n to shopplng and other.

'ﬁ
¢
N

’

A\
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o related errands - this was tennis.’ The others were all

-

engaged in a variety of activities some of which were

< o
rather time consuming. . .

i Three were taking dlfferent non-crgﬁgiw;:;j:;iver-
| 31ty courses (in addltlon to certain other act1v1ties such
as helping in dlfferent schools, and nurserles, or helplng
out at the Art Gallery). Two were nelping with children
in gross motor programmes 1in schools, one of them once a
week and thq other four times & week. .
One worked occasionally part- tlme and helonged

~k " +to a woman's c¢lub; one worked actively for a social cluby

‘ regula in collecting funds for the United
d?pJ‘ev.o‘rish Appeal, was on the Board of Directors of the Temple
shg belonggd to‘and ‘was starting a caligraphy buSLness of
her oOwWhns
One was the past;president of the Home-and School
Assoc1atlon and therefore gtill active on the executive,
was a member of .an I.0.D.E+ Chapter, belonged to the church .
choir, and ‘headed the Pastoral Relatlons Efmmlttee in her
Ichurch. _ : f“ ]
Ope homemaker taught Englfsh.to immigrants twice
a week, hefiedih a bubiic gchool library twice a week, held
a Blble study group once a week and ‘occasionally pléyed an

organ at fqné/als. L ’ v -

Husbands' attltudes "How does your husband feel

~about your act1v1¢1es outside the home?" *

&zl
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Six of the subjecfs gsaid that their hulbands were
supportive and. five said they 'were ambivalent. ;ﬁ;~ o —

One reported, "It doesn't bother‘him gt_all as long:
as I have my gprk done." Similarly, another.séi&, “Anything
I like is fine ‘With him, as long as I am at home at four...
o'clock and dinner is on time." - e

One husband‘thought that his wife should budget é? -
her time beiter, and she feft this was important because a
njigsatisfied husband creates problems in the household."

One felt phat her husband is very negative about
her involvement in anything of her own. She éouﬂded,rather \ -
bitter when she elaborated on it without being asked any \}
gpecific question. "I have not regretted giving ten years
of my life to help my husband in his career. I think that
was meant to be or otherwise I would not have done it. But
my only regret is that in all these years I have never found.,
out what T am capable of 'doing myself...I do not know where
my talents lie, I would not even know‘yhere to start in
school and how to go back...I would like to have an area
all to myself, so I could say I did something on my own and *
that I created sométhing on my oWnes.Today 1 feel 1 have
not accomplished much‘by st;ying hoﬁe with the children all
‘the tlme. The majority of the time, yes, I have to give
them that:feeling of security and love of family. \But...I

am also a human being, I have found out that I have rlghts.

and a mind, and all these needs to be‘fulfilyya. And f
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thlnk that children can be taught to understand that mother .

is a human being...and she can love you even if she is not

at h ¢ 24 houbs a day.” .
Another one sald that-heﬁwnugband‘ié.“spmétimes

for it,‘%nd gsometimes he is:agdinst it (outside intergsﬁgfjwi\
Evidently the husband's activities come first andt;K

the rest of the‘E}miﬂgould be alloc 'ed ai@ﬁhe wife gaw it

if it did not have a detrimental effect,ggwfgs family life.

Chlldrens' attitude i*’"What are your children's

feellngs about that (activ1t1es engaged in outside of home)”"
Only one mother §aid she felt guilty about leav~ﬂ
ing her children‘With a béby-s%tter to gb and play tennis
/&which was strongly supported b?’hg? husband), althougﬁ she
added that her children did not reaii} miss her.
. Another said that her children neither minded her
absence nor were intereé%éd in whatever she was doing.
| .The remaining nine women reported that their
children thought their activities to be "great", "fun" and
'"iéteresting".‘and that the children were "proud", "suppor:
tive", “encouragingf and "self—sufficieﬂt", because they
thought the children perceivéd thelr activitiés-as contribu-

ting to a worthwhile cause.

Kin and peer attitudes "How do your relatives and

friends look at your roleg?"

3
Y

Three were ambivalent about the peYceived support

and eight reported that they received total support,-élthough

in two cases the feelings #eré that they had undertaken too much.
: . . / -
\ -

.};

z * J
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", All those-who belonged to various Voluntary Organi-
zations or did vol tg ork in schools and aurserxda,got

positive feédbac om their kin and peers or were considered

///”"—Es doxng‘%oo much. % should be p01nted oﬁff“ieough. that

thig was not perceived as Crlthle in terms of neglecting
their homes or children, but only as a fact that they had

-

underthken too many obligations in their free time and that
they were giving too much of themselves. ‘ .

Those who did not know what their kin and peers
thought about their activities, or wene ambivalent, d1d not
do any structored voluntary work’ but belonged to various
-clubs. |

The homemakers ﬁere'notueeked about having to'cur-
tail %heir social activities, the ratioheie”being that they
were in a position to allocate their own time more freely
tﬁan the stodents. |

CONCLUSION

Evidently the students in the!eample are a well-

[P S

.. motivated group of women ready to sacrifice both time and

effort in order to succeed in what they believe is a partial
solution to thelr problem. On the whole, although they

1
seemed both innovative and courageous in the sense that they

have not been deterred by 1n1t1al obstaclé/ and adverse react-

jons of their siénificant others, they remain traditional in
terms of seelng their gstudies (and this pertalns to ‘the
majorlty, if not to all of them), as SOmethlng to be done in
their own free time, and not as something which should resul?

in changes in‘role-sets within the family.

?
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(N

n&\ ' / The role-strain they are under ig obvious, but

a
they & “perceiving it as a built-in problem to be solved

by their own efforts without challengapg_the existing soc;al
norms. There is little re%%izatlon that the problem is not
a private one to be solved individually, but that it is'a

problem pertaining to the gocial env1r0nment, the structural

“gohanges in which are the only ones, that can legitimize and

solve the issue per ses

r

The poignancy of the problem is particularly

f///”f;::;anble in their perception of their ohildreﬁ's attitude

-

towards school. Although it was clear that on the whole the
chlldren s attltude was modally p051t1ve. it was equally
clear that almost all of the women felt guilty (though that

was a matter of degree) about not devoting sufficient time

-2

to their children, desplte the fact that it was obvious that &

their domestic obligations were uppermost in their mlngs
when planning their schedules ln most cases.

Nohe of the women showed a great deal of guilt and
concern about the possibility of neglecting their husbands.
One of the possible explanations for this is that they re-
entered school with their husband's support. .

1t is evident that some of the homemakers o:;o
engaged 1in extensivé’and tlmeaoonsumlng_act1v1t1es equal to
those of taking one or two, or even more, COUrses at the
university. Their activities obviously do not entail stuoy-
ing at home, but - according to some of them. = they do -

!
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entaii paper work, telephoning, visiting and atfending con-
ferences -~ sometimes even out-of-town. But the fact that

they were actively devoting all of themselves to their nur-

turing role both in and out of the house - without being

4

<

.

ol .
paid for it, or at leagt paid adequately - legitimized theiiy

.=t «
& activities.

It gould be cencluded tha® the mothers took their

activities to be legitimated by ouf ial structure, and

wp

rojected their attitudes to their children.

A further point of interest is, that in certain
cases, and these did not inclﬁde women who were‘éctively
engaged in gtructurred voluntary work, the mothers them-~
gelves were notﬁ?lways gatisfied with what they were deing,
and yet they saw‘fheir children aé being favourably impressed.

There were some hints of challenging the traditional
stereotype as when one nomemaker said that she is the sum
tofallof everything that is being done und the house.

Shé said tﬁat she has é ficed to be at ;352/;£en the kids are
at home and all®the baking and éleaning/Zas Empqrtant to her,
not because she enjoyed hoﬁéework bu£ she felt sﬁe.ﬁas a very
Tesponsible person and doing e#erything from scratch was

the onl& way she felt she was fulfilling her role satisfac-
torily. She said she was not sure that was the right way,
but that was the way she was.-

And yet not one of the women questioned the valid-

ity of the modgi pattern of their being the person largely,

x
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f:' “if not solely, responsible for the ﬁpﬁfing}ng of the children /7
and the sustenance of the family. ‘ t :

. ' REVIEW OF RELEVANTIEI%EﬂirunE : —

According to Janeway (1974) women historically and

i
cross-culturally have never had less help with their child- —~ -

ren than women in the Notrth American culture where social

\\ " chégge has resulted in an almost general disappearance of
P~ ’

extended family. She even questions the validity of tﬂé
concept of nuclear family, arguing that owing to the |

- phenomenon éf the mostly absent father - and this seems
particuiariy Vaiid for the middle and uﬁper classes - the
family today consists of children and one adﬁlt - the mother.

s "It is®an interesting fact that while men
will take every opportunity of emphasiz-
ing that it is a mother’s task to look
after children, they will neglect to ob-
serve that a father is a parent too and
that his responsibility to his children
is no less great than his wife's. Father
usually relieves himself of the responsibility .
for the upbringihg of children on the plea a9
that practically all his time is consumed in .
P the process of making a living; 4nd having
satisfied himgelf - if no one else - on
this point, he complacently feels that
everyone understands.”
(Montagu, 1968: 223)

There have been no studies done so far whicﬂ con-
clusively prove that mether's work outside the house 1is
detrimental to the children. Méntagu and otherg argue that
th; stimuli the mother receives from working outside the
house and from being with mature peoplejaddé to the quality

of care and attention she gives her children when sﬁ% comes

home .



A

_ According‘to_Rossi (1964) 'a busy andﬁoccupied‘ .
nother might-provide he@kéhildren with a "healthy dose of
inattention" and thus-iake if possible for their adolescent'.
period to becomé/:;ZSZZ-fruitful immaturity and gf5;¥v.

. Chafe (1972) argues that in the eyes of many

experts the family is ‘vecoming less chlld-centered and more

person-centered largely hs a result of the growxng interests

of mothers in activitie

LS
house.,

Regardlng the t 1ents, Roby (1972)'

l\

R wrltes that the normative values are that while women can be
fruly ‘fulfilled as mothers and wives, it is compatlbl? with
their feminine naturé and perhaps even necessary that they
seek‘to bring "peace apd comfort" into the world.

“Peace and comfort" have long been closely associ-
ated with voluntary organizations, the appeal of which accord-
ing to Gold (1971) is directly bound with one of the oldest,
mosf subtle, most cémpliéated ways in which women have been
disengagedvﬁfbm economy‘wifh their own eager cooperation.

"pPowerful social disapproval, 264;1ed
with their own psychological ¢ondition-
(; ing of self-negatlon and ambivalent self-
realization,® compels women to regard
themselves as marginal job holders ex-
cept in times of family crisis and -
poverty: In addition, our free enter- B
prise system is unable to guarantee .
T T full employment. Women, mlong with
youth, early retirees and military
) personnel, are expendable, As a re- y?
) sult, to fill this gap, women have” N _ 2?’4
created an impressive network of ser-
vice systems, many ov?r 100 years old."

(Gold, 1971: 385) \\
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As they'turn from fheir monotonous domesfic chores
they e avour to perform the’same~task of nurturing and
: mofkg;}ng into tﬁe wider social sgstem.'ﬁﬁh they becom pgft
of the paternalistic institutional life = hospitals, schools, -
churches, synagogues, and other placeg where men's presence

and influende has shaped a sense of family. 1In fact, con-

-

tinues Gold, manyuﬁsmen form structures in terms of "causes"”
and "needs" {and this is in no way meant ésrbelitfling the
real contribution of countless voluntary organizations-to
our social system) in order 1o fulfil their powerful social
needs for adult contacts. _

Wwriting about family status Parsons (1942) stated
that since the husband's and father'g occupational statgs
was instrumental for the family gtatus this was the pr%ncir
" pal source of strain in the sex role structure of’our %oci—
ety, since it deprived the wife of herq??le as a partner in
a common enterprise. He suggested ihat way out was k
through the culfivétion by women of culti;él interests,
educated tastes, services, interests and humanitarian
obligations in community welfare. |
REASONS FOR RE-ENTRY INTO SCHOOL

' ADULT STUDENTS o
, N |

In the whole student sample there was only one who -

repsrted tﬁat it was her husba;&fs heart attack which promPted

her to éeriously re-examine her position and do.something

about ensuring her family's future in case he was perman-

L3
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ently incapacitated. She added, hoWever,'that she always.
1iked school and had thought abou® going back even before
. the 1nc1dent occured. X T '

| Most of the women enaoyed looklng after thelr_.
children when they were sﬁall'and gaid that they would not
have "gone out during those years. ‘ |

All of the women in the sample. said that they
looked forward to the time their children would enter school
in order to have “some time to themselves®, once this hap-
pened ‘they found that they had too much time on thelr hands
and were extremely bored. . '

None of them was able to satisfactorily fill their
time w1th housework (which tth/dld not consider,a full-time
occupatlon. and which most of them dlsllked), "voluntary work
which all but one student found 1psufflclently structured
and challenging ("we were sitting at mgetingg all the time
kaccompllshlng nothing"), shopping, bridge or just ordinary
l"chlt chatting" in different places. \Q?e of them remarked
that when she started watching TV vgoap-operas” during the
day, she knew the time had come for a change.

All shared a commitment to learning which they
compensatgd for by eading most of the time" while the
children were smaii.' |

-One of the re pondents gsaid she did not like hér1
self yéry much in the years spént at home asg 2a housewife.

wWhen I was at home with the kids, and I have two close in

age, and we didn't -have enough money, 1 remember saying to
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‘myseT¥ ene day "My God, mﬁ whole 1ife_is shitt* I was
“Cleaning ﬁp my baby's diapers just af%er I cleaned up after
the cat which was preceded Dby cleaning the toilet, and like,
I don't like housework, I mean, I just do not llke lt and

1 really got to be a bitchy kind of person. 1t was all
accumulating, I realized I had to do something...If some-
\body told me I had to stay ie‘khe nouse and be a housewife
{(my whole 1life), I would probably start drinkieg.“,;

e Most of them felt that housework as a role was

too cohfihing. and were unhappy in it. One put it in the.
following way, "1 think that women -should have more confi-
dence in themselves, that they can do more than one thing

at a time.  You can have more than one role in your life.
You do not only have to be a2 super-mom or super—housewife.
which is“kind of bunched together. You can expand it, and

even 1f it is not school even 1f 1t is something else, try

it, amd if you are not successful in one thlng. then try
another...l thlnk that enough women are confldent enough

in. themselves to try and do something else than be a mother

and homemaker, which ig a very hard job anyhow if you do it
properly. But it is absolutely not a full time Job if 'you gi\’
are ef11c16nt.9 ~ |

One of the students’ taking one course said, "I

think T Just looked at mysef} as- just being a homemaker, my
main concern being my husband and my four children, and I

looked at other women who had only that for their 1nterest

and T thought 'I Just do not want only that for the rest of

— -




88

my 1lfé!'...I)wasireally getting bored with the women I was .
coﬁing into cBnEEit with~all the time. I found i; was only
children, children, chll nf What ?eal}y spurred me on Wag
that a couple of years ? .sowhen two of my children got
involved in hockey and I was go;ng to hockey games - and

T don't like hockey - T was looking at all these mothers who
. were sq'interested in it and so0 concerned about their kids,
'thinki@g they are not playing as often as they should and
arguing with the .coachess I sat back and watched all this
competitivnefs thinking that all t%ese wbmep wereAiiving
vicariously through their childrens: I go tﬁ these games

because my chlldren play and I think-it's good for them, but

I thought I've got to do something that'samlne: not Just for

the nextten years be dragging them to piano lessons and
dr1v1ng them to skating and hockey. They are going to be
gone some day. I liked school and thought I am going back.”
She thought of doing it before, but became pregnant with her
fourth Chlld and gave up the idea. "Now I thlnk it would
have been good had I done 1t then because it is not that r
time consumlng, but it is just enough of gomething that is

different, that's...your own, kEhd/% t‘lh&{ij,s worthwhile."

Another one felt that, "it is not such a long time -

until the children leave. A%l times I think that-my son will
leave probably when I am around 40, and my husband will stlll
be very busy, gso I cannot count on him to take me ahqiéevery

other week-end or keep me busy. That sort of frightered me

because I thought I will look back when I am 60 and all I e

¢

N —

S
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would be able to say- wouldabe *well, I bowled 20 years with-

out missing a day.' But what happened to all the rest of the

time?'"
A
Some felt that they were competitlve and did not
11ke the'feellng of having been left behind thelr husbands

and frlends who had'degrees. For some, betler educatlon

: meant better communlcatlon 'with husbands and chlldren and -

+ .they saw 1t as settlng a pattern for their children.

A few needed the ., stlmulus, a structured atmosphere

of learning. After gseveral years.spent_at home raising child-

. yen, one remarked, "some women act as if half their mind was

- @ —

gone .y ' .

~ Another one in her mid-forties_said. “maybe I'm
finally do;ng now what my parents “raised me to dd.ﬁ If I had

to do it over again. ‘1 suppose I would have gotten my degree :

& . L

a little bit younge14r

o

One sald, o Was Very bored. The children weYe

_both in school. I went one whole year when they were in

: school full time. At first I though it was great, but it

wasn't. I had all.this time on my hands.e.l had a list of

things I wanted too; but it wasn't structured enough...I

was taking classes with the Canadian Federation of University
- WOmen. lt was grieat, but it was only thfee months, and that -
- d;dn't take up enough of my time...And this, now, is some-

: thlng of my own, and 1 feel 1 am reaching a goal, a_definf?e

goal, and this 1s reslly structured and I am worklng toward

-'it.iI;heve more'fulfillment this way."
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Therefwere those who were.£old by f:iends that a -
woman with school children needs’ to fill her time and get
out of the house, and that playing bridge was a nice and
. acceptable way of d01ng it, "but that absolutely threw me,
you know. I cannot see myself playlng bridge for the rest
of my life."

‘There were those who felt a need for greater finan-
gial seburit& and a need to contribute to the material well-
being of the family., "I feel guilty," said one, "you know,

- here I am sittink, a healthy person, and he is working as
_hard as anything and worrying...Now he knows that I am work-
ing towards a goal. - He knows that if something happened to
nim I would not be lost. In many ways this is such a posi-
tive thing." .
CONCLUSION

- It can.be said that most of the adult students
exhibited the follGW1ng common characteristics:

Although they enjoyed raising their chlldren while
they were small, once the children were at school they found
that they were bored with too much time on thelrlhands.

None of them thought housework was a f&ll-tlme.
fulfilling job if done efficiently and in an organized way.

Theyehad little interest in the traditional middle-
.class “time-killing" activities which they considefe@ insuf-
ficiently rewardlng. | . .

They had respect for tlme, perce1v1ng it.as a

finite resource not to be wasted bux-to be used in a meaning-
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K -ful and gratlfying way, for the enrlchment of their own and
thelr famllles' llves. o | o T

All had a- commltment to learnlng in a structured
way. 1eading toward a deflnite goal which could be benefici-.
ally utlllzed at some later date. :

Their perception of contrlbutlng to the family
well- being differed from the traditional societal notlon of
keeping the "home fires burn}ng ’ brlngfpeace and providing
comfort to husbands and children.

ALl had a feeling of selfhood and a need to ex-
_“press +themselves as individuals, finding the fémale stereo— )
type too confining and unsatlsfactory. refusing to live |
their lives vicariously through their husbands and chlldren.

REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE )

On the whole the attltudes of the women interviewed

support the literature on the subject. The "problem w1thout '

a name" (Friedan, 1963) was commonly recognlzed and shared by

all‘. -

There was also\\\realization among them that society**f

rewards persons who succeed as 1nd1v1duals in their own rlght.
A

Within the prevaliling value system, marrled women w1th fami-

lies are preordained to suffer from severe vgtructural strain.”

On the one hand during their youth they are educated and
%;ained_forlmore or less similar autonomous roles as thése o
assumed and enjoyed by men. On the other hand, after ﬂﬁe*
termination of their formal educatlon tThey are expected to

revert/%o the lonely, unstimulatlng role of homemaker -~ one

-

[
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Whlch carries 11ttle prestlge and is deplcted by advertlsers

" as a bore from which the lucky housew;fe can escape with. the

rlght kind of household appllance. confusion is thus a -
. built-in factor in & woman's 11fe in modern industrial socxety
‘(Kluckhohn, 1951).
'+ Speaking about the facts of industrial society
Oakley (1972) posits that the 1ife span of a woman ig now
about 75 years, of which less than two or three years are
spent in pregnancy or 1actatlon. Thus the average woman
spends about six. percent of her fertile years, or about three
. percent of her total life span bound by reproductlve ties %
\
which leaves her w1th 97 percent of her llfe remalnlng._
Confined .and restricted to the roles of homemaker,
these women felt segregated and denied the opportunity to
develop into mature, well-rounded individuals - a p01nt
argued. by Cyrus (1947). They seemed to be aware that the
role of nomemaker and female in the traditlonal gense does
not nave room for a whole human being (Janeway.¥19?h).
B ."The asymmetrlcal structure of the family,
b - father at ‘work, mother at home = allows
for a connection to. be made between ‘such
* diverse activities as the feeding ‘of. the
tiny babies, the cleaning of the house,
and the washing of dirty socks. Inm
reality, while ¢hild-bearing is a bio-
1oglca1 functlon. and thetefore female,
domestic work is a social and economic
‘one and, therefore _neuters; but where both
.were in practice feminine, the biolog-
jecal role of motherhood ‘takes on a whole
aura of domesticity and cultural feminin-
ity. The lines are tied between the act

of giving birth and the act of cleanlng
the house, an and the, status of women is’

o
S
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coloured by secondary cultural con-
sequences of the primary biological

" gpecialization. From that point on,
it is not biology that determines the
women, but domesticity." ’
(0akley, 19721 198)

Hgot one of the adult students said she iiked house-
work, and that " ccording to Saltzman-Chafetz (1974) is not
surprising - because TV commeréials notwithstanding, thé

. persons w; hire to do it (housework) are the lowest paid
of all workers which tells us something about society's
attitude towards housework. No matter whaf income bracket
the husband beléngs to (and héfe we are obvioﬁsly not talk-
ing about the‘internationally wealth&), no matter whether he .
ig generous oOr stingy, a houseWife—does_basically the same
type of work regardless‘éf her own educgtional background
and/or persbﬁal preferences. Whatever amount of money she
receives or spends is not "pegged to her toil.” pifferences
in the husbands' incomes may mean more or less help, but
almost all housewives are engaged in substantial manual work. -

| We are here dealing with middle-class women, and
considering the problem from 2 nistorical frame of referencgf
Bullough (1973) argues that as they became progressively |
unhappy with their confined role in society it was.middlg;
class females who demanded more education. This is_of'coursé
understandable in view of the fact that the 16werfc}éésesgﬁgvgf\

‘modally been engaged in the battle of sheer survivale

‘For these women "the biclogical burdens of the past

, nave been more or less oyércome, the economic -
i - burdens dre in the process of being overcome,
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polltlc 1 power is real, but the psycho-

.1og1ca1' sociological and historical bar- . e

riers e 8till there. These mlght well

be the,most difficult to overcome.”

(Bulloqgh. Bonnie, 1974: 35”)

And it|is a fact that even 1n mOVLng forward and .
enlarging “thelr boles. women essentlally visualize themselves
as continuing %nd in this case,‘enrlchlng, what they percelve
as a female roﬁé (this is particularly born out in their
attitudes toward fiqancial independence and Women's Liber-
“ation Movement) ' |

MOTIVATION FOR FURTHER EDUCATION
ADULT STUDENTS

"7 would 1ike to .ask what are your reasons for re-
furning fo school?”

Phe students were glnyen a 1igt of five answers to
this question (see Appendix A) which were adapted for the
purposes of this research from a survey of aduli students
in the U.S.A. (Durchholz and 0° connor, 1975). They were
asked to chose either one or more in the order of importance
to them. They were also asked to either add any reasons
they might have personally, or to substitute their own
reasene instead of the ones given. No one either added or
substltuted any reaSons.

..{5 i
1 g The most 1mportant reasons given werq; one to

-

._prc;n(r,;}e J.ndependences two to prepare for employment: £two

for intellectual stlmulatlon; six to “Pulfill a need and/or’

~

jesire for education or achievement.
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_ One of the students said: that her primary aim was ;
_to flll a need and/or desire for educatlon. "though I would
not ugse the word achlevement. because it was not so-much for
achievement (that I went back to school). I would consider
it an achievement to raige these three children to be happy
and sensible people. If they grew up to be neurotics or
depressives in their adult age, I would really.feel-that

I didfnot do what I should have done wifh them, 1If they

were beautiful people I would call that an achievement.”

one of them said that although the most important
reason for going back to echool was the need and desire for
an education and achievement, she also considered the pro-
motion of independence an important point. "Phat was one
thlng that bothered me when I was marrled (and at home).
that if anything happened to my husband then what would I
do with the kids. That would be important, I would not
1ike the idea that I would be unable to care for them
financially."

Another student alsc said that although she put
intellectual stimulation first, preparation for%employment
was impertant because in case she had to work "why not}work
at the top level? %Eﬂ}sfreally like life insurance.”

commenting on the whole problem of re~entry into
school =z part-time adulﬁ student in the sample said, "I don't
look upon going %o‘School as gnything‘particﬁlarly great. A

1ot of women are going to echooludoing courses in practical

“



g

, o “ < 96

-

things for home;”ahd‘they are doing well, I just took
University rather than those things.~-1 guegs 1t's good
for the chiidren if I can provide a 5it of stimulation, be-
cause I would like them all to go to Univeréity and get én

education. I would like to bring them up with the.idea that

. learning doesn't stop. When you stop being interested in

things and you stop reading, and know1ng what is going on
you really have died. And women find this more than thelr
husbandé@ 5ecause husbands, no matter what they do, can at
least éome home with the latest joke."

Another one said in talking about extension versus
regular cou{ses at the University, "I do not think that adults
should go to school with adults. I have taken only:one night
course and I cannot generalize, but I think it is better to
get back into the mainstream. I think you can gain other
experiences than the courses you are taking, Jjust being back
with the people of another generatlon. '

. A mother of a young baby who has gone back to school
aid she had to go back for intellectual stimulatlon because
"1 could really not sit in the house the whole day with the
baby w1thout feeling that I was losing ground. I just had
to get out and see things and do things. I just do not be-
lieve in houseaogk; 'f 1ike accomplishments, maybe even some-
thing like spring cleaning...I do not think that a house is
really demanding, I really don't. I don't have a feeling

that I should stay at home and 1ook after this house...If one |



d there can be very much done in an hour;; Housé~- -

work is of en maklng busy work...It's good” for the baby to

h

\on nis own, 'it will make him lndependent. Some=-

N

half fhe day~Jbut then I think it's good for him.'

1ittle bit guilty when e plays all alone

She was not the only-one with such an attltude. All

of the.students believed in organizetion and disapproved of

what they called -“busy work“,‘beliqving that there are a lot

~ of opportunities for women, ‘0of all the possible alternatives

they chose school.
CQNCLUSION

A commitment to iea;ning and a desire to grow and
expand was evident in all of the adult s?udents.

Some women seem 'tO reach the goal of esieem and
(dentity later in life, after their anxieties about their
femininity and affiliation decline, their affiliation needs
being gratified and the demands on their time berﬁg diminished.
Though it was also evident from the sample of adult students
that some women seem to be determined -to "make time" by}
better organiza%ion and utilization of both technologicgl
advances and of their own talents. 1 - o

However, everr when opening a wholz new phase in
their lives (not an easy task by any means) they still con-
tinue in their old traditional roles of mother and wife, It

does ppt‘éeég to be the question of changing their roles so

much as adding to the existing ones.

.f;[f

13
.




POSSIBLE FURTHER EDUC&TION_
HOMEMAKERS -

Asked whether they had even thought about further;
ing their education the majority of the homemakers said they
had. . |
One of thF& sald, "Yes, this was jusé when we had

A

the last baby and he (the husband) thought that it would be

utterly ridiculous, that the child would be motherless, and

that I do not ‘need an educatlon %o raise children. I only .
need common sense, whleh I apparently have, s© therefore the
jdea was dropped. Now again I have started thinking that in
order to do something for the rest of my capable.30 years, I
should have some sor?d of education."

Another homemaker said, "I certainly have, and I

¥
nave absolutely repudiated the idea." ¢

T

"Yes, 1 haﬁe on occasion,"“said another, "but there
are so many things I would like to take.f.l myself do not
know what I would like. But I thlnk?;; long as it was not
too much I do not think he (the husband) would obaect.

One woman said, “Not really, I do not know that
I would need it, and there 1is really nothing that interests’
me, unless I would go after a degree and I really dd not see
ﬁanyvreason why I should do th§t." .

only two ﬁﬁmemakers'said\they.hadlpever thought
about ite | ’ -

Asked about their husband's attitude toward the

issue, the-answers gave no clear pattern in terms of defin-

N T
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ite approval ér digapproval in the majbrity of cases. -

Oné commented, "Hq‘would let me do it. Right now
1 am going to a night course in'bridgel"just for the lack of
somgthing eléé tf do, and he doesn't mipd. But anything else
he figures 1 don't need, He'd let me do it if I wanfed to,
but he Wouldn't care for the idea too much, - jus? because
it igs me, 1 never even finighed high school...but with some-
body else he might feel differently.”

Another sald. vHe would probably ask me'are you
sure you ve got enough tlme°', and he would want to know the

reason., I really do not think he is too keen on 2 lot of

L people taking a lot of courses, just as an escape. And that

' i{g what he feels a lot of women are doing."

, One said her husband would be "very negative."”

l "If it is not 1nterfer1ng with the children, I can
do whatever I like," said another. adding "but I have nobody
to fill my role as a mother. Nobody can relieve me of my
duties, even temporarlly. With a grandmother 6r a relative

u can leave them and you do not have that gullt feeling
at all. - You do not nave that feeling as with a baby-sitter
that you are neglectlng them, oT that you should be staying
at home. I do not thlnk that children éVen mind (their
mother's absence) until they are older and they turn back
and say ‘'gee, mothér, why weren't you there?' 1 must be(here
when my children are at home and I know I am unusual fdr the

thes. we never yet had trouble with our children., I could

_never live with myself if sometQﬁpg went wrong'wixh-thém and

. :

A
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I was out working or something. Now, I know that I did the
best I cduld. But then_again, you have to do something for

yourself.“

| The.rest were -divided between "I don't.kAOw" (what
his attitude would be)'gnd "he probably wouldn't mind."
Only three said they would-havé.fheir husband's
_support. |
;One said; "I've alregdy done that in a way. I
took a creative_writing‘course by corfespondence, And this
was with his encouragement. At that tine we had only.one”
car in the family and I was pregnant with.m third child,
and he knew, and I knew, that I needed something to keep my
brain active. I always wanted to take tﬂat but we never -had
the money up to that‘point. It Q;s a three-year course, bqt
for me it turhed out to-be a'fpur-year course bedause I had
my ﬁhird and fourth cﬁild in this period." Perhapé,it is -.
indicative of ourffamily-related value syitem to mention
that she w¢rked and was the only bread-wi‘_gr for four years
after their marrlage helplng her husbaﬁékiio‘was first a |
-student and then a low-pald medlcal resident.
CONGLUSION )
Althouéh tﬁe overwhelming majority said they had
*hought ?}out furtherlng their education, the motlvatlon wat
clearly‘not strong enough to result in pos;tlve action, at
least for the time being. The feeling is that “educatlan
ig taken in a generalized senge as olpnsed 0 a deflnlte

means of achieving a goal or defining,a direction to be

X
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followed. The women themselves seemed ambivalent and reluc-

tant "playlng possum™’ feellng a need for somethlng more,

" but not knowing what the "more" con91sted of or required from

them. | o g o

The husbands® overall attitudes were traditional and
ambivalent, if not downright negative and/or derogatory as
in the case where one-thought his wife was not the kind who
needed more education. Once again it was apparen% that the -
husband s role was normatively the domlnant one and 1nc1uded7
the right to ‘decision making regardlng the wife's future.
Purther, there was no. question of "maklng time" as Wwas the.
case with the adulf gtudents. Time was perceived as a fin;te
resource the best part of which should be devoted to home-
making - not allowing opportunltxes for fulfllllng the pos~-
sible 1nd1v1dua1 needs or gratificatlons of the w1g§i.

REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE . '

Accordlng to Bullough, part of the dlfflculty in

trying to ehange women's role in society is the fact that

o

no role £;¥exclu31ve. Réles tend to be deflned by a series

~of expectations and they—teénd to. be reciprocal., The wife's

role lS related to the husband s and if she changes hers he

will be fbrced to ghange hlS. And sccording %o ‘the home-

makers' statements helr husbands were not prepared to glVe )
up any rights inheren 1n thé main breadw1nner s role.

"Although much of what we 1dent1fy as

sexually . a§51gned roleg has nothing to

do with biological sex but with tradi-
tion.and culture, 1t will be a long

struggle to change them, and to do. : N

.

’ oL _% .
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o this moet women ﬁ}liﬂneGesto want to
v : change." .
— . (Bullough, Bonnie. 1974 3&1)
But women do not Seem tolbe aware of the "enow
ﬁall" effect of the changes taking place in the social enVLron-
ment, continuing to conceive of themselves as femlnine only to
Lthe ‘extent that they are loved by thelr husbands and ‘dedicated -
to devoting most of their 11ves to their mates and chlldren -
(Saltzman-Chafetz, 1974) . .
What ﬁe.seem to be dealing with here are not in- \\\
herent strains in tryling to combine two rolee*- which, as'
_has been seen, need not be mutually exclusive - but the treat-
ment of‘the problem from the frame of reference of patriarchy.
| galtzman-Chafetz posit that patriarchy is a caste implying the
‘superiority of one group of individuele'- malee - over another -
females. She considers patriarchy as pnobably the oldest form
of exploltatlon and subgugation of one part of the populatlon
by another. It has - in her oplnlon - probably serVed as a
model for all other forms of .relegation, be it on the basis
of race. ethnicity or class. Once such a eye?em becomes estab-
iished.-those in high-cae#e positions, in this case males;‘
develop a vested interest in‘the.main%enance of the basic
structure and thelr own advantaged status.
7 Janeway (1974) considers that any examination how.
socletprorks must-come down to ‘Lenin's question "Kto kovo?”
b’ﬁho does what to whom? In this case what doee soclety do to
women?
o .

i " Women are socialized into thinking that they alone,
gy




—

103

Sy, P

F?,{ by devoting,ali their time to their childréh cén.make themfjf:
- into “bgadfiful people, non-neurofié‘and non-psychot;gjﬂﬁ
% This is anuover-simplﬂiifatipn of the problem,

) baéﬁuse in addition‘torldgg and chre the mother's jok, is

-
N

hainly to offer her childrens

y “real-a&ternatives. real.pleasures; real
S _ rewards, and help and information on how
to get them. Do that, and then trust them
: to be able to make their own choices and
= “lead their own lives. ‘But that takes some .
knowledge and connection with the real .
world on the mother's part, and It takes
sekf-esteem and confidence in one's ap-
proach to dealing with children, and the #
very confinement of ‘women to the house
N and to the roles of wife and mother denies
‘ . them self-confidence in dealing with the
) A world and its problems.” ' I -
N (Janewzé. 1974 41) ﬁﬂwxé

{ L THE ANTICIPATION OF THE "EMPTY NEST" PHASE L
- ADULT smqDENTs - '

f

L=

(Most of the adult studenté expect to be busy yﬁen :
‘the Ehif&ren depart and they perceive their present effprts
.as a beginning of a new phase ih their lives. .
" ofte of them said, "I think that a 16t of problems
'wiph women are caused by the fact that they live their 1ife'
‘vicariously through their children'and that's all they have
"ahd then you hit the men&bause age and your children'are all ,
'grown up and you look around and the:e is nothipg-fér you to
do." -
oo & _

: _ ©
Another one argued that the difficulties with women

.+ during the menopause - which was so0 dreaded among women - was .

}

. . ey
9’ Lt

tx
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partly due to the fact that women feel fhat havlng c?il?r@n
is the only creﬁ%&ye ability they have. and when that is
Ltaken away from them they feel qizite impotent. _
One student said, "Having my own career 511 help
" me in my life when she (my . daughter) is not aroundi}'I look
at my mother who has guffered a couple of nervous breakdowns
and who has been in and‘outlwith several psychiatrists for -
_ the last ten years. I really think it is because she did not
use herself to her fullest extent. She is a very bright
. l woman. and she had raised three children but when her chil-
dren did not qeed her any more, what was there for her to do?
Nothingi” - S

one, summing up. the feelings of gseveral students
gaid that she, too, thought +that those women with most time
on their hands suffered’most during the "empty nest"phase
and the menopause. .”Thé ones that were busy did not seem to
realize that they were going through it, so Iapaid to myselfl
that if I feel that way‘néw (insufficiegtly occupied), what

. would I feel then.!and fhought that I wbuld_start preparing
~ for it now rather than wait.”® '

Some said, ‘too, that preparing.for a career, oOr
wleading thelr b;n life" Qas preferable to having more and
more children just because women were bored and had nothing
to dos o

‘ HOMEMAKERS .
The homemakers, 100, gsald that they expect to be buéy
. when that time comes, but did not gpecify what with and they

seemed rather vague about it. - : N

Y ~
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| One who said that she would like to get a part- f
™~ = .
time job when her ch;ldren leave said. lI am really 1ooking
forward to my grandchildren. I mlght be 1nterfer1ng a little
_".” bit too much. I will do a lot of baby-sittlng."
_ Those doing voluntary ‘work expected to go. on belng .

busy with the same type of work, not anticipating any changq._

just expecting to have "more time® and a “cleaner house," :
"I am very involved with the c¢hildren," said‘another,

"go it cannot but leave a void when they arergone...And at L

I will really not be needed any longgr except for my husband

who is very busy. So you'have {0 think about it.”

' "wIf I continue in ‘the way I am going now, with no
education and né steady job, I will probably end up ih a '/>/\\\\
mental inztitution, and if I do get some educatlon I hope:
to establish mvself somehow in some occupatlon in wh;ch I can
then work for the rest of my years", saild another.

One said that she had thought about the void and
thét she was confused. "Yes, 1 do thlnk that I should keep
busy and have some interest in my life." ™7 g

| »I think our society today has so many problems,“
gsaid another, "becauge women who have been only homemakers
turn around, and you know, they are not young any md;e. the
chlldren ha‘? gone, and they are left with_absolutelyrnothing.
Women today have small families, the chlldren are off to
.

school very soon, and then what? I felt that when my older

son wenf to school full time, and all my house chores ﬁgpld

3
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be done by twa o'clock, and I had nothing to do but read,
and walt-for him to come home...and what would I do when
‘he graduated and was gone? This is the problem'with ug -
women. JILt's terfibly wrong to think that women can only be
mothers." | . | -
' CONCLUSION _
The prevailing attitude in both groups was that
once the chlldren leave home the demands on tlme would
dlmlnlsh to such an extent that home life would not be
adequate to fill the time available.

That, the students felt, would only aggravate the

- . m
problems in the -menopausal years which they expected %o coin-

cide w1th the chlldren s departure, for the maaorlty of them.

.- Whereas all of the students but one (and she is only 31) said

that they had glven thought to the problem which they said
was- "at the back qf‘their minds", the homemakers seemed to
adopt a much more lelsurely attltuAe of “I-plan-to-do—some-
thlng—when-the-tlme—comes{ .The 1mpre531on gained was that
the students - as a group - had a more well-defined attitude
.recognizing the existence of é problem which had to be appre-
hended before it happened: whereas, the homemakers were more
vague and ambivalent as to what they planned to do.

There is a possibility that éither the students
“were more aware of the problems in a woman's 1ife-cycle-and

therefore decided to further their education as a possible

means to a solution or that they - through their studies and
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' )
thlnklng - had a more pIGClSe grasp on the_probiems fécihg
them in the present soclal edVﬂkonment.

The fact that the adult students discussed the prob-
lem of menoﬁause both‘frgquently and’fféelj as opposed to the
homemakers who not once méntioned the word "menopause", could
also be a function of their beiﬁg more self-confident in
deallng ‘with their problems» Th:§ did not berceive thé"sub-
ject as being taboo or perhaps too threatenlng to talk about.

REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE

Bart, ‘'whoe has dohe extensiée stddieé on depression
in middleage women and is responsible for the "empty nest"
concept as currently used, says, "This is not a good’ gociety
in which to grow old or to be a woman, and the combination
of the two makes for a poignant situation (Bar¢,11971| 102)."
She conSLders depre351on in middle aged women as due to the
loss of a positive self-concept.resultlng,from the loss of
“SLgniflcant others", that is the loss of the children once
they grow up and leave, rather than the hormonal changes of
the menqpause. .

This hypd%hesis ié borne out by cross-cultural
studies which indicate that female status frequently rises
at this stage of their life-cyCIe.

The éroblem 1s‘partlcuiarly‘pertinent‘for housewives
who in&est themselves completely‘in their children, and who
suffer from an extremely high rate of depression during the

“empty nest" phase. If one's satisfaction and sense of worth

vy
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comes from other people. rather {han from individual accom~
pllshments. one is left with an empty shell in place of a
gelf when such people depart.

" In contemporary families with fewer children thanﬁl
gver before,_they do depart earlier than ever before and con-
seéuently vgome day while she is gtill...young...she will have
to face a vreakfast table with only one face across it%, her
husband's, and she will be quite alone, in a homé.of her own.
She is out of a job...(Mead, 19491 332-338)." |

Left with only a house to care for, a type of work
that leaves her little prestige, and a busy husband, the mother
whose offspring no longer needs her eonstant care is left
"partly functionless" Rose, (1950) fa01ng the "vachnt years."

Tsurumi (1970) makes an insightful anéiysis of
retirement of older women in traditlonal extenﬁed agrarian
families in Japan, perceiving it as a process of diséngage-
ment from previously held major duties - which could be used
as a model for the mothers with grown childfen in the "empty
nest" phase in our social environment. o

She considers retirement a situation which creates
a role-void-creating tension in those who have lost their
‘legifimate roles. Role-voids can thus be interpreted as a
form of relative deprivation and the same concept can be
‘applied to mothers of adult children who feel themselves
deprived of the attention and care of their significanf
others, in whom they had invested the better part of their

lives., Tsurumi considers it a type of role-strain that
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occurs When'the‘systeﬁ to which 6né<§ﬁ2h2§5.undergdes dfﬁstic
changes in its relationship structures. - ‘
| INTEREST IN)GHILDREN'S FRIENDS
- ADULT STUDENTS
Ali 5ut one' mother dnd (her baby was only 13 ‘months
old) sald that they knew all or most of their ehildren's
friends. . o
' ‘Most of them responded by saying that not only do

they know their children's friends but their house was a
gsort af?"meéting place" or a "recreation centre" for the
various children from school and neighbourhooa.

Only one said that her children did not have too
many friends. |

One of fhe students said, "Yes, I listen to them
and pay clese attention to what they are talking about when
they come home, and from fheir conversa&ions 1 know their
friends. I think this is important because that is a form
of socialization."

 HOMEMAKERS

A majority knew elther all or most of the chil-
dren's friends, and two sald “"generally speaking" and
"not many" in the remaining two cases. | .

In the majority of the cases the attitude was that
they knew the children's friends "because they (the children)

are always welcome to bring their friends home."
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CONCLUSION
The majority of mofhers in both groups‘géve‘a very
emphatic "yes" to the question whether they kneﬁ their Fhil-
dren's friéné%L Both groups felt that this was imporfénf
and that was why they enccurageﬁrtheir children to bring
their friends home. - '
= As can‘§e geen there was no difference between the
groups’ attituégs‘which again reflects the fact that both the
students and the homemakers perceiveq‘themselves as being
first of all mothers and wives‘fesponsible for the sustengncé
of their famillies. .
INTEREST IN HUSBAND'S CAREER
ADULT STUDENTS
The unequivocal majority gaid that they were well
acquainted with their husband's work and that they discussed-
it at home, if not in minute detail, then at least in general
terms. Only one said that she wasl“sort of" acqualintéd with
her husband;s work, ﬁut it was rather a superficiai kind of
knowledge. .‘
' The majority said they know'either all or most
of their husband®s co-workers, and three said that théy knew
some of them. \ -
Most of them said they always knew what their hus-
bands were working on, especially if they were doing new
things or if they had problems. If they were'unfamiliar

with the subject they stated that they asked their husbands
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‘for anexplanation because they were.interested in the work |
he did. , - -y o
| One declared herself to be more interested in the
political and community problems which she discussed with
47167 husband every evening.
Another one said that she knew more about her hus- .
~ band's work and problems sincé she became g student thﬁh .
before, because she said that she wgg becoming more awére of
things happening around her. | m
One regponded. “As much as I can understand chemis-
try. He usually‘tells me, - I just don't grasp it all.”
Another one said thatyaithoqgh_she usually knows
most of it, her husband feels that "it is sometimes Better‘
if the family is not too involved and if they do not know
too much.”
HOMEMAKERS
A considerable majority said that they both knew
what their_pusbands were working 8n and they discussed the
problems at home. One said she was not acquainted with her
husband's work because he never-discussed. it at home.

Another said that she only knew the general features but not

the details because of the confidential nature of her husband's

job. They made it a point never to digcuss personalities,

One of them said that she would really like to know

more about her husband's work because "I really like peoplé“
and I am very curious about people, more so than my husband,

actually. It bores my husband, I think, to come home and
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discuss everything that has happened in the office, but I
enaoy listening. I would like © know'e;erythiﬁg."
 CONCLUSION o -
| It can be argued that theré is no appreciable

difference in the two groups' attitudes towafds their ﬁus-
bagd's work and career. Both groups evidently attach grea;
importance to their husband's status as the breadwinngriof
the family, and consider it thelr duty to underséand. to be
informed and discuss the relevant problems at home.

We do not know how much the husbands of the stu-
dents are acquainted with, or participate in their wives’
 problems, but‘the sample did pot include husbands. It wbﬁld
also be of sociological interest to know what part the hus-
bands are going to play in their wi%és future work after
° graduation, and see how much reciprocity there is going to
be.

1t geems .safe to say, though, that‘fof this sample
the husband's primary 1mportance as breadWLnner and occupa-
tional s;Q%us\}older will probably not be challenged by their
wives in case of no great or unplanned change taking place
within the family.

PRESENT HELP EXTENDED TO HUSBAND IN HIS CAREER
* ADULT STUDENTS

Nine students reported that they helped their hus-

bands and two reported they did not.

Most of the help was in terms of moral support ‘and

discussion of his work, correcting of their papers, keeping

ik
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books and/or accounts, goxng to thé store or office when
'secretarlal work was needed, and buylng stock in one case.
One student said, "When he needs a sounding board
for new ideas and proaects that he has in mind, I am a will-
7 ing llstener. I think that I am an obJective listener and
when I think that he. is off on a tangent 1 can tell hlm
and he can take it from me."

hAnother gaid, "I em yery supportive. I don't
resent the tlme he spends in work. A couple of gsummers he
went to seminars and was away for gix weeks at a time, but
that was fine with me, 1 didn't resent it.”

The majority of the students said they were not *
expected to entertain their husband’'s business aSSQ01ates
and friends but they did it because they enjoy it or they
did very little on a .completely casual basis. and only three
said that 4hey d¢id not -do any entertalnlng.

One said, "Since I have been in school he hasn t
expected very much, if 1 were at home he would expect much
more." ‘

- Another said, "Tt's just something I like to &o.
and since we moved very much it seems that those were always
people he worked with. Se I would automatically entertain
the people, and what have you."

One who really doesn't like entertaining, but likes .
partiess "to a certain poin%;'though I'm not the one ‘o run

arOundfﬁ? all the"dos'". she said, "At first he thought
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th%f T wasn't doing’enough. You entertaln\at first, at
least we dld. because you are establishi yourself in-your

bus;ness, and you enjoy 1t. you are youngs but now I get

g very tired of that type of llfe. And I think we are really -?T‘“;HK

very pr1Vate people, we do a lot with the famlly together,
I would do Jjust that totally."
HOMEMAKERS
‘5' Five gaid that they helped their husbands in
Atheiffeareers, and the rest were eithe; ambivalent and un-
decided or sald thet they did not. A
The help‘extended was again moetly.moral suﬁ%QEt
o and secretarial and bookke ping work, .
One said that She did not help dlrectly, worklng _
in his office or the like, but “in the sense that 1. feel-
thatrit is very important thaﬁ home must be a comfortable
place to come home to. I feel 'that it should be the jplace
where one can put hlS feet up and rejuvenate after the

pressures of the day. Then I feel that I'm doing somethlng

for him."

i

Another ene gaid that she, ﬁoo. was a sounding
board, and added. °T try to agrde ‘with him. I try not to
dlsagrea with him very often, because that sort of bugs
‘him, I fhlnk.“

One said, "I did a lo%, only he doesn't recognize
it." ' |

c The majority seid theylﬁereﬁnot¢g¥peeted to enter-

tain bu} SOme of them did it anyway By mutual eonsegp. be-
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cause they.enjoyed it, and four said they werge expected to o
L . . 3 ;\h

entertain - half of them did not mind and the other half

* had mixed feelings. =ea]/;29 . .
+One who has mix feelings.about entertaining

- said, “II;E;; his staff (her husband is a high schogl princiQ

-3

pal) here once a year, and I am very friendly-with th

which I think, helps him...I do not entertain a lot, but I

do entertain them and their familieawé;sometimes I find it
h

oblems of mg\bwg.

but if they want me %o sit down and listen, I do, because

a bit too much. I have quite enoug

h

I know that helps my husband."

(//// . Asked the same question one responded, "I. am

expected to do everything except his teeth {her husband owns
a dental laboratory), that's the only‘thiné I am not ex-
pected to do. I enjoy helping him with books and accounts.
I enjoy ent;rtaining,'thaf doesn't bother me, and I enjoy

helping him be on top because then he is happy, and if he

.is happy, my marriage is happy."

- CONCLUSION
It can be said that women in both groups ‘extended

] -
as much helputo their husbands as possible, although in the

case qf the students it had to be an. added burden. T
Generally speaking, it could be said, however,,that

the support the‘students gave their husbands’ was qualltatlvely'

somewhat different from that extended by the homemakers to

their husbands. The students had an attitude thatchuld:be

described as friendly and cooperantive, although somet;mes ?gq

-~ ' ¢ 3

“
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‘criticai. They percezved the latter as being positive,- neces-
sary and constructlve. They perceived themselves as actlvely
taking part ih’the’prbblem—501VLng tasks bringing the:
pressures of the outside world into their dally home llfe. )

- On the other hand the attitude of the homemakersﬁsfgr
;.'. 'was modally speaklng more traditional and more manlpulatlve.
They were ggt S0 much oriented (and thfs of course lS a

matter .of degree) towards solving the problem at hand as
E‘towards boosting or sthhing their husbands® egos c?h—-
sciously strivirg to-makeﬁ?he house a haven from the outside
\\ "rat race." |
s FAMILY ECONOMICS R
ADULT STUDENTS .
;g~» Pive said there was no need for another income in
the famlly, five were amblvalent, and one sald there was a
need for additional finances.

®"  One student said her husband's business fluctuated

" and she ﬁduld 1ike to be able to contribute when business |

was slack. ‘ s

Another said that they had discussed the possibility

of het husband leaving his job in Detroit in which case both

would do what they wanted to and then she would have to con-'

““’/Slﬂ¥fibute to the famlly financially.

3

One of ‘them said that although there was no 1mmed-
iate need, she liked the idesn of~hav1ng her own money "so ’

. when I bﬁy somebody a present I know I've earned it."



_ Another student responded, and it seemed that ‘her
‘ attitude was generally typlcal of the group\as a whole, )
T «think that I should say there is always a need, but
nemther my- husband nor I consider money as anything crucial...
I am making a. sacrifice being in gchool, -but one day, I hope.
wejﬁhall have more, though it is not very important."‘

| Two of the students were earning some money by

-

befgg Teacnars' Assistants at the niversity.
B HOMEMAKERS

A maaorlty sald there was no need for another in-
"come in'the family. and fourlsaid there was no immediate need.
None exsressed the need or desire for another? income. "

Onc said, "Not really, ths two older children have
part-time jobs anq‘they pretty well take care of themselves)
and'we‘have'saVéd Some money for the third child, so it's
just t@%?other two we take care of now."

Adother one responded, too, that her two‘&§?er
boys .have part-time.jobs. ' QﬁL,

One said, "Not as far as the necessities go, but
to'afford.so&e of the luxuries.”

One, who did a lot of voluntary work, said, "Only
to the extent that you can always use a little more money.’

>
Whatever you have is never quite enough, so we try to main-

1

o
' tain ourselves on what we have,"

CONCLUSION
—

" In general it can be said that the §nswers did not
) AN
reveal a very great concern over money matiersy ‘which was

N
o 4

¥

B
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probably due to two factors: one, that‘ali of the husbando
were able to comfortably support thelr familliess and two,
that almogt all of the women wore socially upwardly mobile
in terms that thelr parents wore not. - modally opeaking -
in the same financlal catogdry{au tholr hunbanhn. M

. There was some concern, however, over the ungtable
and unpredictable economic situation both on the Amerlican
continent and in the world in, general, which was reflected
in the answers that there was no immediate neod for another
income, and in the converuations'hold both before and after
the interviews.

PEELINGS OF MARGINALITY AND PULPILLMENT
*ADULT STUDENTS

Whereas a preponderant majority of gstudents de
not admit to any feolings of marrinality sajinm that thoy
perceived themselves first of all as mothers and homemakeras

and felt reasonably fulkfilled in thelr roles, there were
- .

gome interesting angwers.*

—_ Vo

*An impression was formed that 4nis question was not adequ-
ately understood by all respondents in the sample. One of
the reasons may have been that they were not familiar with
the concept of "marginallty” which was explained %o thenm as
_belng in a state of dilemma by reasons of participating in

two different, distinct cultural sub-rfroups. Thn question
was thought to be particularly pertinent for adult #¥udentso
by virtue of thelr osclllation between the homemaker and
student role. The explanation glven was that by belins =mar-
ginal a person is n¥t fully committed to the values and
standards of either group, nar is elther of the ~sroups with
which she identified fully azceptable to her (Theodorscn and

- Theodorson, Modern Diction& of goctiolosy, 1559), which in
other words meant, that sh@frelt sonewha like a pgiranser in
one or bothrworlds. ~he rattonale for askins the hozezakers

%
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One pald, "I I'eel that there are a lot of pulls

being, made on my personality. Some daju 1 fool If is too
much. I don't feoi_l_am_any-leua a mother for it, I'%on't
think I wag cut out just to be a motha;. I EuAt novoer felt
complatoly satisfled. I also do not feel that I fit with
all the students in. the ochool, but that never bothered me.
I am ten. years oldor so I couldn't be one of the crowd, Ao
the time rfoes by and the children are older and make more
demands on my tiﬁ;ﬁ and something's Fot to glve, and that
will be my uocial‘%ios. and. I won't miss i{t...I probably
belons to the houge and family ags much as I was ever cut out
to be, and I feel fulfillod."

. Cne felt thnt—tho more she knaw the batter a wife

nnd mother she wag. She felt therg were many demands on

her time, but she was dolns baslica 1y what she wanted %o do

-

and felt oatisflied. ¥

Another feolt mA

'S

vivins parent who disarreed

ﬂdﬁﬂanly in terms of her one “sur-
tth her re-entry in%o school.
a4yt not a% all in other respects. I do not foel thn; 1 be-
lons %o or am intereated In the gsocial 1ife of the s:udents;

Qg: * don't nocessartly feel the arfe difference, 1 don't

The same question was %0 elici® an answer which would indi-
cate, %0 a certaln dezree, how fully they ldentified with
shelr gocial role of mother and wile. The question was pre-
ceded by a gtatement that 1t was pricarily intended for the
giudent Froup, but was asked for the sake Of Fo%ting com-
paratle inforzatlion, tn addition %o which there was interest
in thelr feelinss of telns elther at cne with, or pozmswhat
segiranced® fros their socially bestowed roles and goclally
songtructed =milleu,
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feal -1 belong any placo in particular.. She did not feel
particularly fulfillod, but ahorfelt that she was doing
what uho wanted. ‘_, # |

One gsald that she would perhaps feel marginal If
che was taking more than one course, "but llke this the load
ig not heavy and there are not many réhdjuntmonta to make.
Actually, if T need time I tako the baby to the baby-sltter
for the whole day and=fot myaolf,topothor.

Another sald that she workad her schodule very
carefully around her family and dld not feel any marsinallty
in terms of them. At school ohe felt “"there is a real 7fap
aven botween us and the younrer gtudents who have children.”
As for her beins fulfilled she roplied, "I am a lo% happler
and a lot more contented. I am never bored. Ny husband
shinka there is a real chanfe in me since I went back;“

Cne admitted that 1t wasg better now than before.
~7 fmel much happler now than I did bof§ro. I felt like a
gtran~er before, becauge I thoughtthat ‘they (the family)
didn'+ need me any more. My husband was off on hig own
most of the time...and that was cne of the reasons I went
back.” GShe felt no marsinallty in terms of her hoxme and.
fa=mily but felt that she didn't belong a=mons +he sntudenta
at all.

Crne sald she felt ~reasonable comfortadble witl

*ninzs as hey ware, asg £u17i1led as moat of the other

people.”
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HOMEMAKERS s

Mputréf tho homomakers did not admit to feellngs
of marFinality aﬁylng that they felt they bolonred to their
families, though some did admlt tﬁoy falt somewhat llke
gtranfers sometimes.

One saild, "I feel 1iko a strangsor sometimes because
1 am a person in my own right. Llke gometimes I wish I
waren't hare, I was someplace elgo, doling, gomething else. I
am at home in my home, but uomotimes_I.wiah 1 was aomeplaéo
elge," sayinrs that she felt *gort of" fulleled. She con-
tinued on the toplec after the structured part of the inter-
view was over saylnsg, "I resent living through my hugband.

I regent beins a doctor's wife. ZEecaugse you don't really
have an idgntity of your Own...you are not really your own
peraon.”

Another one, thguzh she arrued that she “fits in
well with the fanmlily,” safd that she felt "a little Dbit
pushed, a little bit .trapped. And I would like to fet out
of that feellns, 7 Just doh't know how,” She considered her-
self fulfilled, in the way she was living.

) Cne smid, "I thinkri am completely part of the
family, %<hourh some days I think I'm the only pérson in %he
world <hat thinka a certain way.” In spite of that she sald
ghe felt fulfilled. She felt that seln~ a non~-workiny mother
ig much more meaninsful that workinm. “You see, Lf you type
eisht hours a day on a lob, when you're ~one there is nothing

you left hehind, and when you raige up children,=then you do
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loavp that behind you when you go. If you brought your chil-
dren to have a good solid foundation, that could be your
future toco.” | _

Anothar.thought that the family made too many de-
mands on her, that théy needed to "break away a little.”
*There née many things I feel I could do, but there agalAé@for
me my family comes first.” She too sald that she felt ful-
£11led. '

One admitted to feelings of marginality at ‘times,
“but I can easily pull myself into the group itself. I can
bring myself down into the circle rather than being on the
circumference. They do not shut me out and I do not shut
them out, Right now I feel that because I have undertaken
too much I have lost my grasp and I must comeAln touch agalin.”
Asked about her feelings of fulfillment she sald, "I am get-
ting there, I did not until now.”

Another one said that she felt ~gometimes like a
stranger and a 1ittle bit on the margins of the world and of
my family.” Asked whether she felt fulfilled she continued,
"If I don't think about it too much then I amiy™

One said that although she felt no marginality,
she felt fulfilled only to a point. ~I anm # hg}amaker now,
and while I am doing that I do, shall I say, my best...But
I do not feel completely fulfilled because I-feel that I
could also do something else to fulfill myself.”

Answering the question one stated that she did not

feel entirely at one with either the family or the soclal
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'environmoﬁt, "because I find that I ¢ome out with ldeao which
I think are important, and thoyﬂdo not-élwaya agrae with what
gocloty says. This has been brewing for geveral years now.-I
sometimon feel a little bit like a stranger in ooclety. I
have to come out with my own answers. I can make ad justments.
I can FoO ahead and think my own thoughts, bﬁt I can make
ad justments to my friends and relat}veu. 'Ag long as it was
not rolng arailnast somethinrs that would really be crucial as
far as I am concerned.” Asked about fulfillment she replied,
"1 don't feel that one can say 'yes' to that. Life lg always
chanrinz and one is always growing. I havé moments when I
feel tremendously fulfilled, and then moments when I do not
know whether I have done everything I wanted to do.”
CONCLUSION

whereas all of the students felt marginal in terms
of the student sub-culture to a degree that excluded any pos-
sibility of change which they did not even perceive as either
possible or desirable, the great méjority of them did not
feel that way in terms of thelr familles (with the exceptfon
of one student and that was the case of her extended, not
nuclear family). They perceived themselves first of all as
mothers and wiveé. theirlimmediate families being more im-
portant to them than anything else with which they night get
involved.

éontrariwise sone saw the additional-role of the
student as enrichins the one of the homemaker in terms of
gseelns it as a beneficlal.learning process and a cholce of

taking an active part in shaping thelr lives.
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A number of them saw thelr present position as an
improvement on the one in which they were involved (with the

house and family). It could bq sald that their improved

gself-image positively influenced their Weltanschauung, adding
to their over-ﬁll gatisfaction with 1life in general.

Although a number of homemakers admitted to feellng '
marginal, it seems that was the function of the way the ques-
tion was phrased. The impresslén gained was what they were
really admitting'to was a feeling of alienation in the Ber-
gerian sense.* )

They felt like “strangersy "trapped" in theif own
world which they felt unable to change. They seemed unaware
of the choice of taking an active part in changing {(and that
would obviously be a matter of degree) what theg disagreed
with, seemingly soclialized into pﬁfceiving themselves as
mothers and wives to a degree thatmprecluded everything else,
even the realization of their own potential. The problem

was interpreted as being one of adjustment to the "given

*v...allenation is the process whereby the dialectic relation-
ship between the individual and his world is lost to con-
sciousness. The individual ‘forgets'® that this world was
and continues to be co-produced by him. Alienated conscious-
ness is undlalectic consclousness...Put differently again,
alienation is an overextension of the process of objecti-
vation, whereby the human ('living*') objectivity of the A
social world is transformed in consciousness into the non- \
human ('dead') objectivity of nature. Typically the repre-
sentations of human, meaningful activity that constitute
the reality of the soclial world are transformed in conscious-
ness into non-human, meaningless, inert '*things'."”

(Berger, 19671 85-86)




" the womenhth mselves, to thelr personal needs.
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" nature of things" rather than taking an active hand in‘adjust-

ing their soclial environment which aceording to Berger's

tion is being constantly co-produced by - among others -

A, FEELINGS OF BEING OVEREXTENDED
" ADULT STUDENTS

In view of the fact that all of the adult students
retained their traditional roles of mother and wife - at least
to a certain degree - adding to it the role of sfgﬂant. it was
felt that it would be worthwhile knowing how they coped with
the demands on their time.

The majority felt overextended, some coped satisfac-
torily if nothing unplanned occurred, and only three said
they did not. feel that way at all.

Three said that the limited time available wag thelr
reason for taking only one course. One of them said, "In a
situation where tnere are too many demands, something has got
to give and i1t is usually the family. I am conservative
enough to think that I should be here (at home) most of the .
time and that I.have to try my baést. And then if something
happens later on, well, I will know that I did try. It could
be partly because my husband is'nyay so much of the time...
If they {the children) go astray n%xleést I can say 'I was
there.' There will be no guilty conscience thinking that I
should have stayed at home more than I did.” -

Another one said, "I sort of work around my family.
1 study afterwards when the children are in bed until two in

the morning.” !
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»T gtarted elght or nineﬂyeafs ago,ﬁ gsald another,
"I took only one course at a time. I have never taign fime
away from my family, I have never taken that hard ﬁ course
~ load."” $till she feels overextended but attributes it to
not being "Verg well organized or disciplined.”

One, who also felt overextended felt it was her
fault because-éhe took on too much that particular semester.

some felt overextended at times, but by making an
effort they said they could usually pull themselveswiout'of
1t."

One said it was the "matter of nerves before tests,"”
that she really had sufficient time t0 cope. |

'Another,felt that taking three courses as she did
the year before was too much. "at times I feel overextended.
last year I missed Christmas, I couldn;t participate in all
the activities, The time I should have spent relaxing and
enjoying myself, I spent working. So this year I took.fewer
(courses) to solve the problem. I also think that each year
you are back you are better ad justed and fhings become a bit
easier.”

~ One said that she found herself more interested

in things since she re-entered school (although she, too, felt
overextended the first year, that beingmsérceived also as a
matter of adjustment). "I am also more involfed with the chil-

dren, with their readings. Before, nothing seemed to interest

me, now I am interested in so many things.”
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| @ost of them accepted the additional lo;d asltheir
own responsibility becéuse their husbandsiweré away most of |
the time. To that point one said - and the impression ié
that this was a more or less generalized attitude, "When the
children are smallatpey have to Accept an occasional baby- !
gitter...but I think that I owe it to them to be here at
- lunch and supper-time and supervise thém, and be here in the
evenlngs...Genegplly speaking, I run this shlp, angd tpat
might not be right, but that is how it is. Everything is
up to me. It's my house, my lawn. I. might be partly to
blame because 1 have left things ride and have taken care of
things myself.”

CONCLUSION
The traditional sex-division of labour seems to be

perpetuating jtgelf though perhaps that is becoming a métter
of degree. The house and chlldren are the responsibility of
the mother and wife, and for anythlng else she might want to
da - be it gratification of her 1ntellectua1 needs, desire to
Zrow or mature, or just plain relaxation or participation in
family activities - it is up to her to find the avallable time.
There seems to be no recognitlion that the change in the mother's
role requires a reciprocal change in the family role-set and
1ljife-pattern. The obstacles to changing the sex-role stereo-
tyﬁe. which in this case at least, 1is both binding and out- '

dated, are formidable if ultimately surmountable.
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" FEELINGS OF ADEQUACY IN SCHOOL
- ADULT STUDENTS .

Though about half of the students interviewed ex-
perienced some initial difficulties in adjusting to re-entry
into school (the median for being ou¥ of school was ten
years), they all felt adequate at fa01ng the work at their
' age when interviewed.

p One reported, "I find studylng easier now than
before when I was young, and this has been a great surprlse.J
I am emazed-at the human brain, how much you can recall and "

now great it is to have had the experiences from then till

Y w

‘now, % do much g@&ter now than before." "

Most of them reported working very hard, especially
at the Beginning, and getting good grades for it. One foend
that her memory was not as good as before, and_that she did
not do so well in courses where a lot of memorizing had to
be done. 7 _

Only two thought that the younger students were
occasionally intimidating. One of them, a law student, said
she felt the young male‘students.resented the fact that a
marrieé woman her age was occupying a place in law school
which could have been taken«by-a young male student. She
7reported'being toj}d several times .that she should not have
been—there. |

Less than half reported that they nelthér felt

accepted by the students nor did they seek any acceptﬁnce.
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One said, "I don't thlnk that you can over- 1dent1fy. .

" You have to be younself. You have to dress the way you

51 usually do and not put on raggedy.aeans and no bra and'all

that. You-find a lot more resentment if'yo;.try.to be a
33dyear—old-19-year—old."\ :

Another felt that there was not: much communlcatlon
or gettlng to knOw each other wlth younger students. There
were some who were not very 1mpressed“by ‘the younger students.

“they do not press thelr brains very hard.” Others thought

‘they were more lnformed +4han their own generatlon used to be.

All of them found school to be a challenge and not
a threat. All found it a worthwhile experience, though one
said it was not really the wschool per se," (which she often
found qulte borlng).."but the idea that 1t was a process and
that was What I liked,." AN

‘The interviewed:studenis displayed some further

oommon.characteristics which set them apart from*the regular™

' student body. More than "half were part ~time students and

none gocialized with the younge;ﬂstudengs oﬁts1de classroom
situations., j

They all gaw thelr endeavour as being worthwhiie.
as a p0581b111ty of gettlng a better, more. stimulating job,
and some thought that people re-enterlng school after a
period of years gpent outside the formal educational system
had more to contribute to ‘their education. Several said it

was a worthwhlle endeavour because they preferred it to the

other alternatives opened to thems The predoﬂiﬁant attltude«
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was summed up by 3 student who sald, "It does (seem worth-'
.1

whlle) becahse it makes me happler...And it made me v1ew

T :myself and the world around me and everybody else much = .«
!

gdlfferently." .
To the queeﬁlon whether they thlnk they can “magp
up" for the years spent out of school the answers were all
, positlve. The prejelllng feeling was that there had been no
desire -to further their educatlon‘when the'chlldren were small
—

dince there would have been too much gullt wlth which to copesiv

They felt that the years spent out of school were not lost due

.-

to the_experlence they had gained in the world. Only two out
of eleven said fhey should have entered school at an earlier}
time than they did. | . '
A ¥ One,who was career oriented said, "Even if I had
gotten my i? twenty years ago instead 6f now (she is graﬁl
'uatlng in the sprlng). I would probablyigpt have wanted a
g full-time job in teachink nursing until my klds wére reason-
ably grown...1f I ever felt that I have to make up for twenty
y | ) years (career-W1se), that would be too much, I mean, you can-"
| not ever make up for twenty years." R, -

h

- Another sald,that she never thought of returning to

| \\\;;\\school when she was in her mId-twentlesZ/xBnﬁ vwhen I finish

\\"C;-)% school and if I want. to enter the job in rket then I might

) .} _ find that they are only hiring young g}rls. Then I mlght

. ' feel 'why didn't I go back sooner?' But I haven't reached
tﬁat yet and I really do not know. I enjoyed those years of

staying at home."” T ' -
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o Anbtﬁer one almost summed up thé attitude of the
“whole gfoup bypéhying. "When I was first mérried,with small ¢
children..I didn't seem to need this then." _She feels that

she could never repeat her life pa%tern —being at home with
three children under the age of three, without adaquate ;

T
means of transportatlon, "but, at that time I dldn't seem to

question it." ;
CONCLUSION . Sx

' All of the students felt adequate to their new
role, even those ca%rylng a full- ~t] ourse load and belng
responsible for -at least - the managerial and organizational
aspecfs of ‘their home and }amily lives. At moq} they had i f
only once-a-week or family help in #he~nduse. ) .

| Most of them felt they neither belonged nor wished
to belong to the student sub~-culture; they were conscious
of the factors of age and differing Iife-style which divided
them from the main student body.

i All of them ere strongly motivated and W&re not in
échool just to "pass the time" but to'expand theié horizons

by learning. A fact which was instrumental in spending a 101?%
of time studying, "peading every book and article” they could
find on the given subject. They all ;eported getting good
grades of which fhey were 'very proud. .

; Most of them went through a difficult re-adjustment._
pgfiod without much help, and regarded school‘%s a challehéelm
and not a‘jhreat (though some of thém admitted to pgrceivilg
it somewhat as a threat at thé<Feginning). They all thought

it was a worthwhile experience
| SRR
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Somewhat gurprlsing wao their attitude that the
oxporlence they ralned tn 1ifo would offoet the loma of many

yvoars opent outside the educational and intellectual mnhﬁi

gtroam.
REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE

1t seems that the words of an adult otudent found

r

in literature sum up adequately tho problem at handa

“The ghift in our life's directlon that
marks our return is not a flexiblility -
it ig a lagt chance. PFearful of losinsz
another minute or of makinrs another mig-
take wo ntudy compulsively. We treat each
rrade as the ultimate moasure of our worth.
Por we are back in collese because house~
wife-mother was a status so unsatisfactory
we are willine to be treated like children
araln in order some day to have a job ‘that
lets us do honorable work.™
(Rothbard-Marnolis;)1975: 254)

’ p
None of the studeﬁ}«*were.fully enrared in different

forms of anticiﬁatory or informal soclialization that are .
important fﬁcets of student life-styles. According to Fold-
man (1973) this can be segn ag resultinsg from the conflict
~N
between the  yole of wife and ﬁzgzgg{i of a full-time gtudent.
He felt that marriase.incraased the school-home conflict for

women and that studylnr part-time reduces the conflict,

Por the students the mo+ther-housewife role did not

end with thelr re-entry into gchool.

“Por us.role chanre or liberation ls a
slow process and old tasks do not end
when studying besins. We have riot re-
+urned to school to find .friends. We
have returned to do what was unthink-
able in the fiftles - to launch a
career...Collere is a lonely place for
those who have no peers.”
(Rothbard-Marsolis, 19751 25%)




This feoline - obviously ghared by all interviowaed
students - 1o probably rrounded in the fact that ultimately
tholr primary role lo percoived anp beinf immutably anchored
in thelr homos.

ATTITUDES TOWARDS WOMEN'S POSITION IN OUR SOCIAL
SYSTEM AND THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT

The anpwers to the two questions about the pooition
of womon in our goclal system and tho attitude towards the
WLM, thoush they wero 1ﬁtondod ag two digcrete eontitleo -

(in the riven order) cannot be troatod as such, because many
of the subjects answered the former quostion by miving their
opinton of the WLN, treatins the women's gsoclial pogition with-
in thaf.f;nmowork.

| ADULT STUDENTS

Wwithin the student sroup the predoninant feellins
re~ardin” the position of women within our soclal system was
that there was inequality, and that women wero still being
~+rodden on,” that they ;ere paid less for the same work done
by males, but that a;chaskegwas taking place. The majorlty
felt tﬁat better education will help women and make them
more-acceptable to men in ferms of work.,

- One opinion was that it was the men who needed
educating, =1 think a lot of it may deperid on the education
of men. 1f they are better educated they are not as
threatened by women roing to work, or belns nore proainent.

3ut if they are not educated +hezmselves I think they are
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threatonod by a woman who Lu‘oducnted and opoakins up and
‘thoy automatically tag Mer ao beines one of those WL
characters. 1 -have heard poople oay that.”

One subject sald, "I conslder that womon on the
whole aro still conslidered lnforlor}. 1 Fuosa it's not the
fnforlor gtuff that bothers me; it's the traditional roles
that ret me. I find that even with my very younr, friendG...
(even Lf they both work, or she works and he gtudies) she
ntill has to live with the traditional role that she ig the
coock, she 1g the cleﬁner. clotheswasher...it's the roleo,
no matter how 1iberated the woman is and what thinggs she does -
that we call yiberated _ ghe stll) comes home and hags very
traditional tﬁings to look after. And no end in sight."

There was some apprehension about tokeniam. "I
think a lot of opportunities are opening up, but I'm wonder-=
ing 1f they are golnz %o be tofén. put a few in, and that's
goine to be it. But in terms of attitudes, I don'%t think it
has chanred that much. You can hear people makins jokes, and
{f they were makin~ the same kind_of jokes abouf the blacks,
they would be considered racist.” . | -

There were soﬁe who tﬁought it is the individual
who counts most., "I don'?t think there is inequality for
bright people...some people say that a woman has to be brighter
than a man to get the same job, but I don't think that is
true in all fields. I don't think there ever have been prob-
lems for brisht womene..LOots of career women I know have
houseKeepers, so in a way you could say that'it reqd%;ed-a

certain gocial status.”
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Some thourht thnt thlng&‘wlll chanre for the batter
"dua to the fact that womon will not be nécially presgurod ln-
to havlins many, or oven any childréﬁ.' Some of thom who were
broucht up in Catholic families never practlicod famlly plan=-
nine when first married. Thoy feit that in the future, and
aven to soma defree in the present, a woman could have a
caroer becaudo Lf she hag a child or two ghe can take two
yoara off in almost any occupation. "I don't think that you
have to atay with the children at home all the time llke I
did wheﬁll was firsgt married...And every one of us who fradu-
atod tn our class had a ¢hild within a year and a half after
we wore married and if you didn't you had better Fo and see
what's wron~ with you."

Rerardin~ the WLM, rourhly speaking, thére were
as many with nerative attitudes as those with positive.

These included two or three who characterized themselves as
being "pro-1ib in a non-radical senSe.” None completely
identified‘gith or belonsed to the movement, though all
agreed with the basic premise‘that there should be eqﬁal
pay for equal‘wofk._

Most of them thouqht'that the movemenf was not
éoing to accomplish much. There was some fear that those
belonging to the movement were not "feminine” enough.-”“By
beinz noisy and unfeminine, they are not going to acéompliah

much. Some of the women libbers, and I saw quite a number



a 136
of thom...cocomod almont bltter about being WOm?n...Thoy don't
11ke beinz themsolvos, they don't like being women."*

Another one whb wag ﬁoncfaliy pfo-movoment an-
wldered that it was too oxtromiot. "1 think that a woman
nhould retaln her fomininity no matter what; ghe can have
her lntoliéctunl gtimulation, sho can be just ag educated
ag her male counterpart, but ghe should stlll keep that
feminine aspect about her."

HOMEMAKERS

The majority of homemakers also percelved women
as being discriminated arainst, but all arfued that a change
was taking place. There was a feeling that opportunities were
beinr offered to women, but the majority felt that children
and husband shouldwtake priority in women's llives.

Sohe said that women should "get out more” other-
wige both they and their children were‘%ecoming too self-
centered.

There was only one who considered women soclially
inferior to men. éi think that they have fooled themselves
into thinking that they can equate themae}vas with men in
our society, but it looks like a very lost cause from w@ere
I am sitting. Mainly because it's a man's world. It very,
genuinely, isi" Even she, however, thought +hat things were

changing.

_#— N i d '

*Note: This conveys what some feminists would consider an
extremely narrow conception of female personhood.
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One sald that oho detected change but felt atrongly
that’ “family and c%lldron'ghould'como fqu?. at least until
the children are old enough that thoy are away the whole day..
I, think people uhauldn;t leave thelr children in day-care
centres nnd‘ﬁuch'unlonn they have strong economic roaoong.”
She then went on to talk about her deceased mother who llked
to palnt and sald, "I think that she was very liberated for
her time., And she had no educatlon, but uged to tell us
that when we were grown up she would fo back to her art., But
she bacame very 111..;1 always feel thét her 1life was a com-
;1ete waste, and yet I shouldn't feel that way be;:Lse the
three of us (daughters) all ended up all right., T really
think she wanted other things.”

Some were very aware of enjoying what they termed’
as "speclal treatment” they got as women. "1 like to be
different (from men), and if they (the WL members) want to
be treated like men, they should treat them like that, but
I like being Preated like a lady, and I like men to treat
me like something special. And if you Want to zet on the
same level as men, then you are not goling to be treated llike
gsomething speclal.”*

Another spoke in much the same way. "I am as
jiberated as I want to be., I still want my husband 1o open
+he car door for me, and pull out my chair for ne, and I still
%Amaln, some feminists would suggest that women need to examink

the tradeoffs implied; the price to be treated "gpecial” is
.high for some women. .
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love that tender lovinh care that you get. You take that
away and &ou'huvon't much left.”

Thore wag onc who wag ambivalent and perceived what
ghe thought to be inhorent»dlfforoncou between males and fe-
males, but conceded that belng radical is one way of pettine -
'“uohewhere in 1ife." She considered the WIM as having tune&
people a 1little bit more to reallty.

One of them considered heroelf as a “mild libber.”
She considered that there are a lot of people who should "at
least speak up. -fhey are definitely asleep. And soclety
hag kind of kept them that way a long time. They are not
stron~ themselves individually to get out on their own. Any-
body strohg enoush can et out on their own today, and this
is where I disasree with the movementi. I1f you really want
to o out and make the affort, you can do it."

Many saw liberation as coming from within, lndivid-
wally. "I have no use for the movement at all. Eecause
independence comes from within, they do not need to form a
group at all," sald another one.

Some thought they were too radical. "I would not
like to be included among them. They are too radical and I
do not think they are saying the truth all the time, they are
exaggerating things.”

Even those who were pro-movement voiced apprehension
about it beinz too radical. ™A lot of it I agree with, I was

thinking a lot of it myself, as I am sure other women did,
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but now it has finally come topether. To me that'sc rreat.
As for the radlcala;-l think that you are going to have
radicals 1n any new group thnt~comea around and I think you
have to accept it it's just part Qf’it; I wouldn't care to
be part of a radlcal Froupessl believé,in the polden mean.
1 think it's a tremendous thing that has happened. I think
that there ls a general change towards better., Just so
lonc as we don't have a backlash...As long as we don't get
too radlcal we will succeed.”

Another one who ﬁas pro-movement was the only one
who digagreed with the privatization of the women's problems,
but considered bringing it all out in the open, toéeﬁher,
as the best feature of the mOVemeht. "The WLM is also help-
ing out in the way women are thinking today. I was bored to
ait at home when my chlildren were young. I thought that I
wasn't doing anything witﬁ my life, that I wasn't accomplish-
ing anything, Jjust gitting at home and washing floors. And
when I said these things...I was made to feel like a heel.

It was just unheard of that I should be getting more satis-
~faction from the outside world than from home. NO women

ever told me that she felt the same way and I was going

hairy sitting at home listening to the children arguing and
fighting...with nobody to talk t0...always picking up things...
And when I said I was-enjoying myself in the outside worlde..
my husband sald that I should go see a psychiafrist, that

1 was not a normal mother. I did go.to a psychiatrist and
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gat and talked to him, but he didn;t gay anything. He did
not say ‘you a;e perfectly normal, you are a young, woman,
you have a mind, and this mind;needs fulfillment.®seel
felt perfectly horrible, I felt I was lefting my children
'down. And after all these years my husband still says that
had I stayed at home (all the time) my boy would maybe not ¢
be hyperkinetic...But today attitudes are changing a
little." | 1

y(/ The rest werecopenly negative. "Well, I think
that the WL is for the birds.. They carry it too far.”

CONCLUSION |

It is evident that the image of the WLM, especially
among the homemakers 1is négative. They saw it almost as a
personal attack on their value system.

The majority of students were in favour of equal .
pay for equal work, realizing and stating that women were
being "trodden on," bht sayinz there was 2a change for the
better. ) y

One of the possible explanations for the attitudes
is the fact that these women - Oneé the whole - have led a
ngheltered lifg" not ha&ing to cdpe with the realities of
1ife on their own. Even those who had had the experience
of inequal status and pay on the' job market stopped grappling
with the problems years ago.

“Living in the igolation of their home and children
oriented lives, c0mfortab1y off in terms‘of money, some ‘tend

to see the issue of liberation in individualistic terms, as
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something coming "from within.” None of them waé fully}

or even adequately, acquainted with tﬁe movement and its
aims, Endreome were clearly misinformed. Mogt of thelr
knowledge wasfbaaed on the imége of the movement given by
~the medla, an image whiéh.iis,not a wholly objective and
balanced view, . _.
| REVIEW-Oé-RELEVANT'LITERATURE

On the whole théiattitudé of the student group
over the issue of “fémininity" was rather unexpected. This
concept has become ambiguous becausé it has changed hiétoric-
ally to a great degree. There is increaéingly less need for
women to act like "pure” femaleg, because there is in;reas-
ingly 'less space' inside that roie for a whole, aduit;
human being. Confining thHe feminine Trole to ﬂhat of a wife,
mother and housewife means "that we see women, typically,
“in terms of other-péoplé, tied to oﬁe man and(fﬁg children
born to that man (Jadéway..l9?4i 29)." '

It is-a faﬁt, though, that the majority of women
h;ve accépted thelfraditional role stegeotype and are com-
mitfed to it. ."A role can become a simplified definition
of self that does not do justice to ;ﬂé whole human being
Gould, 19751 74)."

Roles cannot be viewed as simple definitions of
jdentity."Thqy één bé seen as programmes foé behgaviour re=-
1ateﬁ to .social sifuations which inevitably involve other

-,

peqple as well.
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~ 7and sentlment as well as a p0381b111ty of making the wrong.

+ '—; : 2

"Women who submitted to the stereotypes of
‘ . the past were rewarded for their inferior
. position. Sometimes the reward was a direct
oo . one. Lack of power protected one from the
risk of decision making and the dnxiety over
punishment for wrong decisions...Upper-class
women were also often rewarded directly for
their obedience and passivity by gifts and a
1ife of luxurye...One of the. asgsets of being |
in a subordinate role is that etatus can be
. ascribed -and so achlevement is not necessary.”
(Bullough, Bonnie, 1974: 339-340) .

.The traditlonal female role lets the; women set
their priorities and find accomodation in 1ifelwithin a
gocially constructed and socially sanctloned framework, ‘It
has become clear over time -that it is not - on the.whole -
‘a fully satlsfactory role. Many women who have found self=-
esteem - or some measore of it - in performlng the tradltlonal
‘role well.xperceive the WLM aSvthreatening. They percelve the

movement as teiling them they have msde the wrong.choice, that

theirlcommitment in life is to'unimporfant things. This per-

. ’celved negatlon of the tradltlonal role - and that is the only

One many of them know how to flll -  seems an’ almost perSonal

>

attack on their auggment and self-esteem (Janeway. 197#)
.;g Whereas -non-conformity is never. easy. e;iemandlng S

1

- a.great, deal of personal lnvolvement, of investment of ‘energy-

o

decision and thus rlsklng fallure, -~ the problems of. coﬁformlty
are less obvious. Women conformlng to the stereotype need ' '

never explore the limits of Thelir abilities and so risk fall—

. ure, In the flnal ana1y31s. they never take the full respon31-,

bllity for thelr own personal blography (Saltzman-Chafetz. 1974).

a.q,

o
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. Another possible explanation for the negative atti-

)

tude towards the WIM eccording to Eiehler (1973) is;

dependlng on how well the woman has 1nternallzed£FEi status
if

of a personal dependent, 1t may be lncrea51géiy¢ flcult

to shed it, especially if the derived status 18 higher than
any lndependent status would be. This is partlcularly per- ;,
tinent for many middle-class5middle-agedjwomen who have o
~neither the prerequisites nor the time to acquire the status
their husbands haveren their own. B
ECONOMIC TNDEPENDENCE OF MARRIED WOMEN
. . The focus of the question was merely on the women's
lopinion on the desirability of having an independeﬂt income ‘
regardless of how it compared to that of their husban&s. What
is meant by thls is that when the question was asked 1t was
always made clear to the subjects that no financial competl-
tion was being considered.
ADULT STUDENTS
In the whole sample of eleven there was dnly one
student who thought that. economlé‘lndependence was definietly .
deSLrable¢ She said, "That is very important ?B/me. because
- I feel very gullty, being dependent on somehody flnanc1a11y.
“ and I also feel uneasy about it.
| The rest seemed 4o share the attitude that this was
not an lmportant 1seue. Slnce most of the bank accounts were -
shared. they did not feel a need or desire to haVe an 1ndepen-'

- dent £héome though some felt that it would be a "nice feeling."

Y
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In thé words of one of the students, "I am sure _
‘there are a lot of women who thiﬁk‘thaf a.wdman should be.' s
but I, myself, would not feel any more independent if I were
economically independent. I don't think it would really
- matter much to ﬁe...Today even if they are (economically)'
independent their sélaries do not match those of the men."
Later on she went to the subject of divorce by

consent, which had been discusseg in school and said, |
"The pfofessor was pushing it.let's great, except that if
the woman is forty and hasn't béen out of the house for
fwenty years, she is finished. She is getting a little fat,
she is not as good looking as she used to be, and is not very
stimulating, and if her husband does not want her(;nymore she
has to start all over again. And that is almost asking for the
.i.m"possibl_e. On the other hand he at forty is at the height of
his.céfeer. He has a little gray hdir, he looks. pretty good,
he might ha&e a little paunch, but there are aflot”of_chicks
who do not care if you have a little paunch, and he hés got
the whole'world‘in front of him. He can do whatever he wants,
but she is really a 'has been'. When we (women) are in our |
fbrtieé. there is not much that other people will find attrac-
tive in us."

| An interesting answer was given by anothér student
n iwho was ambivalent as far as her future careerfwas'concerned.‘
"but said of her daughters, "I woh}d encou{ége ¥hem to be that

way simply because I think that traditional roles in marriage

are not holding up anymore."
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‘Another interesting anowor, in,tarmu’bf traditional
socializatiOn and value- nyntomu wag pivon by another ntudont
who waa also undocldod.about her possible careeor. \3ﬁo folt

that a woman could become financinlly independent "if nhqi

fulfilled all her other obligations, and the husband donn
not object. .I think that when you got married that'u'nn
obligation and you give up some of your economlc fro;dom.
It would, perhaps be nice if we were (financially lndepen-
dent), but Idoynot feel badly that I am not,.," | o
' Some time later in the interview she gstarted talk= \
ing about a friend who, thourh comforfa§§guoff; Fot a Jjob
and was able fo buy a car with her own money. The student I
was talking to considered that as an achievement, commentling
that "it must be a gréat feelinz to be able to do so.” -

Oné who was career oriented saw her desgire for
economic independence in terms of her beins an "insecure
person," but added she saw no imbalince in case the husband
is a good provider. She viewed the whole issue in tcrns of -
personalities.

Another 6ne said, "My husband doesqu}Jégieeme feel

1

that way (economicaily dependent)...and he keeps an account \
for me in which he deposit$ money.E\\ - ‘<~\i\:)
| B s HOMEMAKER Sm '
Among the homemakers there were only two positive
énswers. :
One of them said, "I could not exiétﬂif my hpsband
had‘to support me. I could not take this pressure offhaviﬁg

L

S
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to.nsk him for avery penny 1 gpands” The nubject in quesotlion
han an on-niMRn-off-araln pattern of work in her family ownod
bupinegn of which her husband lo not a part, and she seems.
rruntrnt?d for not bolns "nllownd” to work full time.

The other ueos monetary roward ag the mogt 1mportnnt
reagson ohn would want to no to work or establish a career.

Of thoso who are aralnast female financianl lndepond-
ence one sald, "In cases that I knew where the women are
economlically independent of their nusbanda, I do not think
the marrliare 1s” as happy ags...” The husband was seen ags need-
ins his wife to be dgbendént on him "and that kind of gtuff.

But the woman who earngs her own money does not need her hus-

band that badly She can ro away.”
) In the words of another homemaker.."l do not llke
to see anybody totally economically-independent because that
means they do not have to do, they do not have %o care, and
they do not have to put up with all the rest of it.” Tradi-
tionally it is obviously the woman who should "put up with
‘all the regt of 1t“ and the stereotype is not challenged.
mhe interviewed women seemed Very much aware that
+the-role of breadwinner is very lmportant to ren. "I think
‘that men are very easily threatened,” said one.
’ The subjec%ﬁ seemed to think that men need to feel
‘perhaps - "one step above . thelr wives., I have seen many mar-
riares fall aﬁart when the wonan e¢0nomica11y surpasses her

husbarid, or asgerts herself too independently whereby the
. s

husband does not feel needed anymore.”

L)
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some folt that reallizling thelr full potentinl no
women endancers their marriaroes. Consequontly a woman vnhould
ovaltinte in her mind what nho wants O&E/gz’ﬁ;?ﬁlnpo in the
firot placo.

CONCLUSION

With the cxceptlon'orkthouo who rave pogltive ang-
wers to the question the rest of the interviewpes geemed rather
surprised by the questlon. The impression wag that the prob-
lem was not really consldered beforehand. The interviewed
women did not geem to think that economic independence wag
part of the overall independence in life.

) The old sex-role stereotype has been internalized,
as for instance in the case of the divorce igsue. It was
clear that the subject did not percelve 1t pessible that a
woman at are forty, or later, who was at the height of her
own career, or simply in an interesting and stimulatinﬁ
occupation, might be both atiractive and intqresting. The
youns, sex symbol seems 5till very much with us.

Althourh the students showed at least some traces
of the desirability of having an independént income, if not
a aefinitg need for it in terms of overall independence,
generally speakins the large majority of answers were tradi-
tional in the sense of the sex-stereoilype division of labour.
Those who were well provided for by their husbands and
"allowed” (a term used by subjects) to spend money-as they

saw fit, saw no reason 1o strive for financial independence

1
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o pood mar-
riaro reolations.

A point wdrth mentionlng tgougﬁ and thls was
verbalized by both gfoupn; was that “thay would encourage thelir
daughtera to' - at least - have some tralning which would en-
able them to "stand on thelr own feet.”

Prom the answers elicited from those thét could be
placéd on the extréme traditional pole of the continuum - and
these were amons the homemakers - one can almost get the feel-
in7 that the fact fﬁat women are unable to look after’ them-
selves flnanclally is one of the_;easons why they stay
married, and that financial independence of women could en-
danrmer marriase. ‘

The manipulative model of the woman was prominent
amonz those who felt that husbands should not be threatened,
at least not overt%y, because disgatisfied husbands created
problems in the households.

Conspicuous also was the fact that the women inter-
viewed were not all willing to take the full responsibif@
for their lives, despite the fact that half of them were work-
ing on changing their life-styles and were otherwise aware of
the problems facing women in cbqtemporary society.

REVIEW OF RELEVANT. LITERATURE

The aforementioned attitudes run contrary to contem-

porary literature on women which conslders that although work

should not be regarded as a general %anacea, the fact is that

women still hold "second-eschelon jobs, and are paid lower
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wagoa and offored fewer -pogsiblilities for advancement, and
are assigned, almost universally, the drudge work at the
bottom, at the rattiest part of the rat-race (de Beauvolir,
19723 Chafe, 1972; Janeway, 1974). 4
"It is remarkable how much easler it is

to think of them (spiritual values) -once

one has pot a paycheck in the pocket, and

the spiritual value of freedom becomes

concelvable," i

(Janeway, 19741 173)
As early as 1910 Gilman argued that women could
achleve freedom only when they achleve economic equality with
men. She belleved that work was the e;sential_pro%ess of
human life. In her opinion 1%t was the task of soclety to
evolve mechanisms which would allow every individual to cul-
tivate his poteatial. She considered that all female rdles
derived from thelr sexual functions. While "men worked to
live...women mated to live." There can be no equality with-
out economic equality, and the greatest obstacle to that is
the existing distribution of sex roles.

"No matter what other equality migzht be
obtained, as long as one. sex (is) de-
pendent on the other for feod, clothing
and shelter, it (is) not free."
(Gilman, 1910: 731-737)

In this research”though. Bernard's (1971) point
hat woman's work has traditionally been defined as unpaid
work done out of love and/or duty, seemingly still holds its

validity. The domestic work carried out by housewives is

seen as their major contribution to the well-belinz of hus-

bands and children. Legally it can be perceived as a duty
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and lnformaliy ag an exproésion of love in which women are
supposed to find thelr nélf?fulfillment (Roby, 1971y Rossli,
1972y Coser, 19713 Parsons, 1955). '
' 1& 1t could be argued, though, that hiatoricaily and
cross-culturally, women's soclial inferiority and subserviéhce
has been partly due to thelr economic dependence on men.
Among, other things, men have modally held the purse strings.

and thus claimed power and authority over women in their

jurisdiction (Safilios-Rothschild, 1974).

5
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CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS POR FUTURE RESEARC

. In view of the fact that the whole fabric of éoclety
is woven with the conventional and traditional patterns retaln—
ing the modal form, 1t is not possible for more than a small
number of women to become innovator;. Although the gdult stu-
dent is, at present, clearly in the minority, there 1is no
reason to think that this phenomenon is a passing fad.

One of the zoals of this study was to examine the
reasons why thé ?dult students decided to further their educa-
tion, or in other words, to try to identify sociological vari-
ables that appeér to influence thelr décision.

It can be argued that. there is no significant differ-
ence ip the social backgrounds of the two groups. The fact that
the student group was only first or second‘generation Canadian
and was - according to them - well motivated on the part of
their parents to achieve individual success throush educational
means, 1s not statistically meaningful in such a small and
non-random sample. ’

Despite the-fact that the students were innovating
in their life-styles, both gréupé could be considered relatively
conventional. The differences between them can be described
as beinz one of degree, the students and their husbands being

i L
less traditionally oriented, and more flexible in their ideas
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and attitudes, and fthus more willing to take a thi\in shaping
a 1life-style more suited to them.

' Perhaps it could be sald that the students were 1ess‘
willing to look upon women as “"Adam's rib" - that is to define
them not in terms of their own selves, but -in terms of their
relations to men: Adam's rib, Adam's helpmate, Adam's wife
and mother of his children (McClelland, 1967).

The concept of "“part-time" made a lot of practical

sense to them because the studentg regarded themselvas a sum

of different gnd diverse roles, each of which was "part-?ime."

TREre was no one single-track all-consuming interest or goal

. in their lives.

The majority of the students did not plan their life-~
pattern deliberately, although a number of them admitted to a
lonﬁ felt desire to further their education. Generally, my
data suggests that thelr present life-style was a product of
accumulated accidents rather than a deliberately chosen road
guided by a formally constructed model.

Althouzh the nature of ﬁhis samplé precludes general-
{zations it was felt that it was best suited to the. type of.
exploratory study aimed at trying to(ﬁnderstand a relatively
new issue drising in a rapidly changiné society. =

The technological and scientific advances which
make for new, hitheﬁto unknown ecolégical conditions, require
new strudtural forms whicﬁqhavé to be dealt with, Since
higher education today is a means to a career and the latter

, »)
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is increasinzly becoming both a way of life and a source of
personal satisfactiOn for women as'well as men, it is reason-
able to expéct that women will want to further their educatlon
to reach these pgoals. | | a

Relations in human fields differ sharply from those
iﬁ‘technological,fields.

"Tn scilence and technology it would be a
recognized nonsense to say that because
something has hitherto existed it cannot
change...Yet, in human sciences the argu-
ment that a given pattern is the statistical

- mode...is used daily to support assertions
about limitations of human nature...Because
the nuclear family has been in recent times
the basic form of soclal organization, it
is assumed that it is the best form adapted
to modern society. Because more men are
ambitious and committed %o work in con-
temporary society than are-women, it is
argued that this is the way men and women
basically are."

(Rapoport, 1971: 15)

The following characteristics were- found to be held
in common by all students, and although this does not mean
¢ ipso facto that they are the most crucial soc%ological vari-
-

ables responsible for their decision, their importance could

be further investigated ahd_ idated in a possible future

study employing a larger gample.*®

Integrafed reYationship with.husbané: all students
re-éntered school with the agreement and encourazement (except
in one.case where it Qas not a matter of disagreement, but
merely the.absenée of encouraggment) of their husbands, so

#*Thelse are not given in any definite order of prioritfes.
which may differ from case Yo case.. '
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that their.decisioqs had no detrimental Effect on thelr marital
relationships., Husband's agfeement is.therefofe'seeﬁ gé a
crucial variable, ‘not only in the sense that his acqulescence
makes ‘studying viable in psychological terms. but also in
financlal terms. Unless a married woman ls economically
indepen&ent she. has no means of support if she were to re-
enter school without her husband's consent. This poses the
question of how many more édult students would there be if
more husbands were agreeable to the ldea.

- Satisfactory mother-child relationships: the stu:
dents carried out their mothering-roles to the same extent
as before reientry. Therefore the number and age of children
are seen to be of considerable importance. In the absence of
any formal soclal sanctions or assistance, and unsure of the
effects of their actions, the students displayed a hlgh degree
of both guilt and anxtety about the possible effects of their
re-entry on their children’'s socialization, even whep the chil-
dren were old enough to be capable of looking after themsélves
for the better part of the day.

In many schookschlldren are discouraged from eatlng

,thelr 1unch there. Thls meant either letting children come
“home and prepare the meal themselves, which was percelved as
undesirable and as reflecting badly on the mother, or schedul-
ing the'day in a way which permitted the mother to come home
at noon. This is inconvenient and'requirés having adequate
transportation facilities. Those witﬁ small children had to

rely on expensive baby-éitters or a complicated network of




neighbburhood assistance. "The absence of adequate day care -

for children has further 1mplications for the .number of

- . mothers re-entering school because the onus of their studies'

\
was theirs alone to carry.

Age and educational backgroundf these are seen as
important variables because the older the woman and the lower
her educational level, the more difficult it will be for her
to re-enter school. '“ '

Feellngs of personal Ldentlty and selfJsteems all
students expressed their enjoyment of not living vicarlously
through their husbands and children, finding g if?Fation in
the learning proc “and in feéiings ofaaequg:j?pertaining %o
school work, Mo;isi> them admitted to some degree of diffi-

I

culty’ in the readjustment phase following the%r re-entry into

séhool. This problem, too, was solved on an.individual basis

with no formal counselling or guiaance offered by the university.

All students felt that their éducational involvement
was important to their feelings of self-esteem, and that the
removal of it would mean a significant personal loss. Tﬁey
were actively involved in justifying and promotiﬂg the kind of
life they wanted to'lead. and were quite ready to make conbider-
able personal sacrifices in order to attain it.

Feelings of strain: all students operated under dif-

~fering degrees of strain (and that usually depended - in part -

on the degree of their involvement with school). In addition
to a number of them- sayLng that they felt overextended they all

realized that straln was inherent in their innovatlon.

)

e

4
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Flexibilitya they all displayed a conelderable degree
of flexlbility and good. organization in harmonizlng the two
OppOSlng roles thus mlnlmizing the role conflict - a fact
which was of considerable importance for their new llfe gtyles.

Physxcal overloadn }\nglall ‘solved eomehow -at
least partially - the problem of physical overload. whlch is

_ aleo seen as important., Some were helped by thexr husbandsg, )

some by their children, and some had outside help. Generally

'speaking there was some degree of re-strﬁﬁjurlng'of family

life, as well as a deliberate 10Wering of standards in house
maintenance sindera hierarch& of priorities had to be estab-
lished. ThlS agaln was done on an 1nd1Vﬁ?ual basis. There,
agaln. considerable help could be extended to them by struc-
turing the‘societal response to their needs. It is question-
able how much a woman can add to heruexisting roleg before she
reechee the seturetl;n point. | |
Environmeoﬁalesaootione1 the majority of students
faced and solved atrleeet some type of kin or enviﬁégg;ntal
eaoctioﬂea Their greatest problem wes coping with numerous

information and misinformation bits on child-rearing coming

from the 1ej"public, folk.wisdom and professionals, propagated

by mass-media and applied indiscfihinately to particular cases.

Because of‘feelings of anxiety and guilt, these seemed hard to
bear; For some that meant disassociating thegfelves from over-
critical or "over-concerned” friends. |

Socia%#ﬁetworks participation: 'sociel neﬁworks thet

. ! .
were maintained were predominantly kin and husband's occupa-

LS
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tional ffiende;because none of,thelwomenehad an& close rela-
tienships with their co-students owing to differences in age
as well as in gocial and fgmily circumstancee.' They were‘ .
thus m1531ng the informal part of educational socialization
which is a considerable loss. Generally speaklng there was
a lessening of involvemenﬁ with social networks since re-
entry into school, -that being a factor of less free time v
available.’ |
Feellngs of marglnallty: although there wefe feei-
ings of marglnélttyfin terms of fellow students there were -
as. yet - no obéiods feellngs of marglnallty or allenatlon in
terms of famlly speclflcally, or soc1ety generally. This was
considered a factor of their 1ead1ng a rather "eheltered“
life oscillating betyeen haome and sehool and being satisflied
with their new life-style. Whether this will change once
they ere.faced with a‘career which demands a greater cemmit-
ment, is open to speculation.
| Impthance ef role modeij: most of them expressed
the aﬁareneés that their children of both sexes (and they
did not seem to emphasize the sex of -the child in terms of
‘encouraging conventlonal stereotyped sex roles) would have a N
greater range of. role-models than had been thejcase with them.
Theﬂlnnovatorsrof today are, in a sense, precureors
of joﬁ’}row. They have few role models for their Yife pat-
terns. Contrariwise they ﬂ?d to flnd new ways and means for
satisfying their a%nfEVement ‘orientation, which requlred both
creativity and inneVation. ‘- -

o~

‘g\b
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'ing and deepening t
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By belng aware of the dLscrepancy between thelr

personal needs and worth and the rewards glVen them. and by

maintaining thelr success asplratlons. trylng to achieve

these in unconventional way, these wives can be seen as ‘
innod rs in the Mertonlan sense. .

For purposes of thls study the

omemaker group was
seen as being conformist (Mqrton. 1968). y accepting their
prescribed social roltes® of bging first and foremost-mﬁ‘her
and’ w1ves, they are prevented from seeking outside gratifi-
catlons except in terms of non-serious commltment. Although
this did not, in a number of cases already descrlbed, preclude
some degree of pursuitiof different personal interests and
1nv01vement in communal affairs, the lmpreSSLOn gained was

that this was perceiy d by them more as a matter of maintain=-

ir connections with the "outside world"

by'“doing something" than as a matter of consciously facili- t—
tating personal growth or working towards a definite goal.

Their behavior can be described as “typically‘oriénted towards

outside their immediate families.
Althouzh there can be no question (at least that

was the impression they gave) of their sincerity in glglng

thelr best to the well-being:of thelr familieg, as a group

i

f
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C ‘Analogous to H‘i!bgree'Of studeéﬁs' involvement °
in their studies. the'ﬁzgemakers varied in their involvement
ﬂp in their home and family. At one pole were those who, thougﬁ
'they saw themselves as berng the persons mainly responslble
for the sustenance of thelr famllies. dld not feel that this
precluded their having some sort of a lifgﬁof "their own."
' At};ge other end of, the pole were those who seemed (to over-
& v&ddentify with their foleq of mother and wife. Not‘dnly did
4hey feel thap/fbeir presence and supervision was compulsory
at all times, but their rolesﬂbf mothérs and wives confrghted
them as "a divinely given facticity. ultimately un;ouchable e
' (Berger, 1969: 38)." ‘?his a}ﬁost'compulsive adhereﬁce to and
overconformity with institutionalizea méans. cqQ 'tant with
(/ the scallng down and/or abandoning their 1nd1v1dua1 goals -
at least for the time being - could "be cé%ggorlzed asg ~._
ritualism. A
\ In coﬁclusion it should be repeated that women have
histbrically ard modally taken the _roles asgsigned to them by
soc1ety, apprehendlng their own identity in terms of these
roles. There ﬁave. of course, been exceptions, but these
were mostly a matter of "either-or" casesj that is, choosing _
zﬁgf?een family or career. Seldom did women succeed in achiev-
(\) ing both and then it was at the cost of great personal
sacrlflces. | |
The changes wroughtqby scientifiec advances, however,
é have resulted in an altered 5001al ecology in which the taken-

-

ﬂbr- granted character of social institutions have begun to De

“~r

questioneﬁs

Led
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If we utlllze éorger's model (Bergor. 1969) of. the
dié@actic character of world constructlion, inherent in which
is the duplication of consciousness, then those women in thé
sample who were students and were actiyeiy working on what
they percelved as improving their status were not'whollx
taking the existing social world as the lnevitable universal

"nature of things." allowing both Merton's and Berger's

analysis, these studejts can. be considered as imperfectly

gocialized. They

alize - congciously or unconsciously,
(it ig of no immediate-éoncern to this thesis) that a part

of the self becomes objectified (to use Berger's term), not
just to others but to themselves, - thus becoming the "gocial
S‘selfg\fﬁich can then be adjusted to some degree to the non-
social sélf-conscéﬁﬁsness upon which it has been thrust.

| One's own'wprk,and deeds "escape" one by becoming

part of the sogial'world. This means that one “escapes"

oneself because one is in part formed by socialization.

This estrangement is, according to-the model, anthrcpologically

necessary.

Since some of the homemakers gave the impression, -
as well as voiced their belief that they h?d no choiée but to
stay in their roles by virtue of their having a family, - it
could be said that they acted in "bad faith" in the Bergerian
sense. Tﬁis is interpreted as'a phenomenon where the woman
who in faét’h;; the choice of roles - in those cases where

she feels a need for them - posits one of those roles. as

given and inescapable. In other words, faced with either

L
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gnacting or not enacting a apecifib role-program, the woman

denies the existence of cholce on the basls of her identifi~

cation with ongzrole; that is the mother/mate one. Under

conditions of 'successful’ socializatioﬂ there may.-indeed,‘

be no cholce. Some women see the role of mother and wife as
" the-only alternatlive open to them.

These women see themselves as nothing but mothers
and wivés, which means that the sociglxtype and subjective
identities haVe'merged in their consciousness.

"Choices~become destiny," argues Berger (1969 95),
and these women fhen_live in the world they themselves helped”
‘make as if they were fated to do so by forces independent of
their own world-constructing enterprises.®

There are thus two ways o{%dealing wi&h this dilemmas
One, - where the strangenesses of the world and self are '"re
appropriated" (zurueckgeholt) by realizing the dialectic rela-
tionship between the self and the world and taking an active
part in "world construction," realizing that the world is
both built by people and'is\ﬁependent on them and their
acquiescence. It 1s not.,a wmanifestation of something that
has been existent from the beginning of time, or at leastffrom
the beginning of this group (Berger, 9: 33)." Thé othef
way is the situation where the world and the socialized self
face women as immutable and inescapable facticities corfeépond-

*This, according to Berger, in no way constitutes anomie, but
on the contrary, can be a most effective barrier against it.

.’/.
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ing to the facticlties of nature. This, then, according to
Berger, consfitutes allenation,

This does not imply that all homemakers are allen-
ated. This merely pertains to those women who are nof comfort-
able in their given social roles, that is, where there is
agymmetry between thé sociél and persopal selves. They may do
nothing about it because they believe there ;s no choice and
no alternative to their present life-style.

A woman who ié comfortable and feels fulfilled as a
homemaker has alreédy achieved the synchronization of her two
selves and is thus not-confronted with the dilemma of given’
versus chosen with which this thesis is concerned in an effort
to understand the adult students® re-entry into school, ‘

’ Using Berger's model the following h&potheses for
further study are suggested: . . " s
hThgrg/yill be innovation on the part of adult women
to the extent of the.realized asymmetry "between the objectified
'social self' and the non-social self-consciousness,
There will be innovation on the part of adult women

to the extent of their needs for and awareness of their own

‘participation and cholce in the construction of their own

world. ) -iﬁ’--

,~ In{other words the quality of the "fit" between the

two selv s important in view of its functionality for the

catéoorization of adult women. For examples
) 1f women perceive the "fit"” to be satisfactory, this

thém to fully identify with their roles of mother and
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wife - not needing any additiondl source of gratification which
could diaéurb thelr existing family structure. |

For some, though they percelve a+lack df wFitY - they‘
refrain from making any decision to chose an alternative, =
for whatever‘reason personal or circumstantial, - in order to
find a higher d;éree of gratification.

For others, they perceive a lack of "fit"” and there-
fore reach a decision to innovate on their roles, in which case
there will(ﬁe a need fsr structural changes first in the family
and ultimaté&y in other societal institutions. If the changes

taking place in society are supportive of the future trends,

then this last group will cease to be in N hinority.
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APPENDIX A 8 .

1.
2.

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ADULT STUDENTS
What is your age? '

What is .your husband's present ogfupation?

a. How many years has he spent in his present occupation?

How many children do you have?

a. How 0ld are they?

How do your children feel about your re-entry into school?

" What is your ethnic origin and religion?

What was your level of education prior to re-entry?
a. How many courses are you taking?
b. What programme ére you enroiled in?
c. What are your eduqational goals? .
d. Do you plan, to enter a career after graduation?
What were the dccupations of your father and mother when
-you were a girl? | .
What types of things did you used to do as a family?
a. Who was the more influential person in your faﬁily -
your father or ybur mother?
b. bid you know any professional females when you were
a young girl, and were you influenced by phem?
"¢+ Do you know whether they were married and had children?
What did your family expect of you when‘yag grew ﬁb: |
a. Go on to college and university, graduate and have

a career?
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11-'

12.
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b, Marry and have children and become & homemaker?

c. Both?

What did your friends in high school expect to dot

a. Go on to college and'university. graduate and have
a career? )

b. Marry ;hd have children and become homemakers? '

c.® Both?

How did you feel about school thensi

a. Did you enjoy it, was it fun? '

b. Was it hardship? B N

c. Did you have mny special interest in school and

did somebody encourage and support you in {7

‘de Who?

Did you work prior to marriage?

2. 'How long?

b, Did you work after yod were married?

c. How long?

d. What were your feefings about work?

e. . Did yoJ help your husband financially while‘he was
getting established? -

f. Did you plan to return to work or school after the
family was established and the children did not
need you the whole day? -

I would now like to ask you a few questions aboqt your

mapriage: How old were you when yod‘were marriéd?

a. 1Is this your first marriage?

b. How did the other marriage(s) end? '
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15.

16.

17,

18.

R

19.

20.
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c, Does your husband think that a wife andhmother should
stay atﬁhomé and be a full-time homemaker?

d. Is your husband in favour of female education and
work? |

é. Does he help you with the household chores?

Is your husband supportive of your re-entry into school?

Does he extend his fingpgial support fog your education

willingly or does he consider it burdegéome?

a. If not, how is school financed?

Has something happened to prompt your re-entry into

gchool? |

-
a. How did you reach that decision?

Have you glven any though# to the time;ﬂgﬁbyour children
will be grown up and will not need you/to the same extent
any more, and the type of 1life you will then lead?
a. Have you ever felt that this may leave a void in

your life? )
Do you help your husband in his career?
a .Q)w?

b. Aré you expected to entertain his friends and

¥

business assoéiates?
c. What are your feelinés about that? ‘.
Is thefé;a-pregént ofran anticipated need for another
income in your household?
How do your fri?nds and relatives look ét youf new role
of a student?
a, Did you have to curtail your social activities?

b. If yes, do you miss them?

e
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21. Do you have feelings of marginallity in terms of your
family or your fellow students?
‘a. Do you feel fulfilled?
22, Do you feel overextended?
23. Do you follow your husband’s career ¢ gely?
a. Do you know.what he is p;ésently working on?
b. Do'yoﬁ discuss his work at home?
€. Do you know the people he works with?

’
24, Do you know your children's friends?

25. I woald like to ask you what motivated you to return
to school?”
Which of the five given reasons would youysay was the
m;st important one, or do you have another reason? If
so, would you please tell it.E? me?'
a. To prepare for-empioymgnt.' 'f_
b. "Tb\fulfill a need and/af,desire for educational
acﬁ;évement.
c. To facilitate personal growth.
d. To promote independence.’
e. Intellectual stimulation.
26. How many years have you spent out of school?
27. Do youzfeel adequate in facing scﬁbol wefk at this
later age? -
a. Do you feel intimidated by yoﬁnger gstudents?
b, Do you feel acdepted by‘fhem?‘ »
v

c. Is school a challenge?
&

de Is it a threat?
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9.

30.
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e. Does it all éeem worthwhile?

f. Do you think you can "make up"for the years spent out
of school because the experience you gained in life?

What do you think .of the present pésitiqn‘ﬂf women in

our SOCiet§§ v | '

what do you think - in géherai_- about the Women's

Liberation Movement? |

Do you think it desirablé for a woman to be ecoqomically

independent of hef husband..and abie to' stand on her

wown feet"? L]

£
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APPENDIX B
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR HOMEMAKERS
What 1s your age?
What is your husband's present occupation? o K .
a. How many years has hqggggnt in his present occupation?
How many children do you have? -
a. How-old are they?
What is your ethnic origin and religion?
What is your level of_ education?
What were the occupations of your father and mother when
you were a girl?
What types of things did you used to do as a family?
a. Who was the more influential person in your family -
your fathér or your mother? i7k
b. Did you know any professional females when you were
a young girl, and were &ou influenced by them?
c. . Do you know whether they-were‘married and had children?
What did your family expect of you when you grew up:
a. Go bn to college and university, graduate ahd.have
a career?
b. Marry and have children and become a homemaker?
c. DBoth?
What did your friends in high school expect to dos
A -Go on to college aﬁd university, graduate and have

-a career?




< " b, “Marry and have children and become homemakers?
c. Both? | ‘ :

10» How did, you feel aboutlschéol thens | |

ou en?ﬁy it, was 1% fuh? i e

b. Was it‘hardship?

a. .Did

Did éu have any special interest in school and;did
somebody encouraée and support you in i%? |
ho? -
11.° Dj you work prior to marriage?
How long? .
Did you work after you were married%
c. How long? |
d. What were your feelings about work? ' ;“
e Did you help your husband financially while he was
getting established?
f. Did yoﬁ plan to return;to_work or engage in sbme
outside interest after the family was established
’ - and the children did not need you the whole day?
12, I wﬁuld now like to ask you axfe% questions.abguf ybur
martriage: How old were you when you were first m .ried?

a. Is this your first marriage?

b, How did the‘other_marriage(s) end?

c. Does your husbafd think that a wife and mother should

stay at home and be a full-time homemaker?

d. Is your husband in favour of female education and

Rork? )

e, Does he help you with household chores?

-

S~
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10,

15.

16.

17.

18.
19,
2q.
21l.

N

i1
'What would his feelingé be;if yoﬁ decided t& fﬁ?thér
your educat10n¢ 5 . . ,
a. Have you ever thought about goxng bé\k\to school
and furthering your’ educatlon? 7
Have youfgiven any thought %o the time.when your chil=- o
Adren will be grown up and will not need you to the
same extent any more, and the type of %;fé you will
then lead? - - | T
a. Have you ever‘felt that this may leave‘a void in
your life?’
Do you help your husband in his career?
a. How? . ) o | y
b. -Are you expected to entertain his friendsaand
bustness associates? ‘ )
¢. What are your feelings abdut 1t° t——ﬂﬂ
Is there a present or antlclpated need for another 1ncomé
in your household? - : ' : S
What kind of svtivities do you engage in outside your
home? i
a. Dbes it take a lot of your time?
What are your husband's feelings about thaté
What are your chlldren g feelings about that?
How do your friends and relatives look at your act1v1t1es°
Do you have feelings of marginality?
e

" A.. Do you feel fulfilied in your Yife?
Lo \_‘-‘\ Q B

s
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25,

26.

our society?

-. | . ot '-.-‘ l‘ ' ) . i 1?2 I

Do you follow your husband 5 career closely?

- a. Do you know what he is presently worklng on°

-
b. Do you discuss his work at home?

c. Do you know the people he works with?

Do you know your children's friends?

i

what do you think of the present position of women in

y 4

What do you thiqk‘- in general - about the en's
. @l .
Liberatiorr Movement?

Do you think it'desirable for a women to be economically
/
independent of her ;husband and able to stand on her

.~ ‘Il Y

"own feet™?
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' - " APPENDIX Oy ™™

- (EMQGQAPHIC.PROFILE OF RESP&&DEst
Agg(ﬁﬁf . ' -
Studegfs

The median age was in the 35 years catégory, the range
being 1l. | >

Homemakers

-%ﬁgﬁmedian age'Was in the 35 years category, the range

- ‘being 13.

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION

Students
_Professinnalx 8 (73%)
Business: 2 (18%)

Other: 1 (9%} -

R e

Homemakers

Professional: 7 (6&%)

- ,‘ .Business: 2 (18%)

. . Other: 2 (18%)

 HUSBANDS' YEARS SPENT 1IN PRESENT OCCUPATION

students .
The median was4;p.the 11 years category, thiwrange
; el ‘ . .
' being 15. .
"' Homemakers \\“‘\
TheAmediéh was also in the 1l years category, the range

being 21..

VoL
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NUMBER OF CHILDREN .

Students

The §ggup had a total of 26 children (2.4 children per
woman. ) - : ) Lo
Homemakers

Théjkroup had a total of 40 children (3.6 children per

wo?an.) ‘ N

CHILDREN'S AGE

students

The median was 10 yearé o

ZQEEEEEEEE‘
he median was 9.5 years

LEVEL \’wor\qEN"s EDUCATION

Students

The level of education for the students was defined as

the level of education prior to re~entry into schdol- -

for the sake of comparison.
orade 13 only: 1 (9%)
Incomplete college: 1 .(9%) - ,\\

Teacher'j;éollegei 2. (18%)

completed—nursing training (R.N.). 3 (27%)

Bachelor'é Degree: 3 (2?%)

Honoﬁrs BeAs1+1l (9%)"'

Homemakers ‘ )

Incomplete high schools 1 (9%f

Grade 13 only: 2 (18%)- : .

Incomplete colleges 2 (18%)

s
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Teacher's College: 1 (9%)

Coriplete nursing'trainingI(R.N.)u 2 (18%)
Bachelor's Degfee: 2 (18%)

Honoﬁrs.B.A.: 1 (9%)

PARENTS OCCUPATION ) ;'///’_fhﬁ-

students . ,

Father: ‘ Mother:
no occupation: 1 (9%) nomemakers 7 (64%)

_ factory worker: 4 (36%) nurses aidet 1 (9%)

. ™ businessman: 3 (27%) . businesswomans i (9%)
teacher: 1. (9%) " heiped father in his
business: 2 (18%)
accountant: 1 (9%) o
N
A _ policemant 1 (9%},
Homemakers ’
Father: , Motﬁer1‘
professipnal: 3 {(27%) nomemaker: 9 (B2%)
7 busihessman: 2 §18%) . teachers 2 (18%)
craftémans 4 (36%) .. . ?
) factofy worker: 2 (18%)
AGE_MARRIED* )

Students

. Modal age 25 )
Homemakers
Modal age 21

‘ S None of the Chl squares calculated for the above-
\ m'entioned data were statistically _significant. 'f .

%A1l of the sample subjects were married only once,*#heir
‘present husband being thelr first. :

N B - ‘ | }

AN
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ETHNIC ORIGIN AND RELIGION

‘students g t
English Canadian, Protégtant: 1 (9%) B ~ 0
English Canadian, Anglican: 1 (9%) e L —

French Canadian, Ccathollics 1 (9%)

American, Anglicans 1 (9%)
Canadian Roymanian, Orthodox: 1 (9%)
Irish Amerjican, Catgplic. 1 (9%) ‘
Fast Indian' mgxed, Catholic. (9%) _ ;
canadian Russian, Hebrew: 1 (9%)
canadian Ukrainian, Cathelicx 1 (9%) - é? "\
canadian Hungarian, Protestant: 1 (9%Nn
Canadian Polish, catholic: 1 (9%)
3 Homemakers
Ccanadian, Protestant: 3 (27%1
Canadian, Cathélic: ZM(IB%)
French canadian, Cathollc: 1 (9%)
English Canadian. Presbyterian: 1 (9%)
‘Canadian American, Hebrew: 1 (9%) ' '
Ccanadian Yugoslav, 0r£hodox:.2 (18%)l

Canadian Roumanian, Oorthodox: 1 (9%)
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J
LI ; . &
ETHNTIL ORIGIN
///, Canadian ‘ Americani Other . TOTAL i y
: = c,
Students 2 2 w7 7 ©11
¢ fg;’ ;
Homemakers” 2=~, 6 LA b 11 §:3{
— \\HJ//Q :
Total ~8 3 11 22

)

df=2 Chi square is statistica}ly signific

t at the .05 level //2

This was the only statlstlcalfyhégéﬁlflcant hi square cal-

culated for all of the demographlc characteris

sample.

jcs of the

The rationale for not including Americansieither

with the Canadians or with the other immigrants for t

pose of this study is as follows:

"'m l L

id

from Detroit, which makes them geographically

close to home

g2 number came to Canada because they married
Canadians, and were thus not brought up in an

immigrant milieu. In addition @that two are

pur- .

™ \

2. because of the similarity between the Canadian

and American social structures they do not have

i

the typical immigrant mentality, and generally

speaking, are not perceived and jireated by

Canadians as other immigrants, particularly

I " . +those.immigrants who did not master ﬁhg_languagé

~in

» 7 and still retain a foreign accent, be it either

the children or their parents:

}'
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P ) .
) T
—~ . 3,; by sharing the same language and agimilar ‘—f_\\
. - s -
I school system (meaning, among other things,

that most of their fdegrees and diplomas are’

peed IT Canadé), the Americans do not
e the same Qccup%tionalﬁ%tatus as the other
immigrants,,moét of'whom had to repeat part of
their education or trgining,fbr if thié-was t
feasible, had to work in lower status pos%éﬁfiZé&
In fact only one subject in the whole sample 1she is |
an aduft student) said that although her parents were immigrants
Uﬁﬁ\\:;é sel&es they never stressed education. Elaborating on the
fac{ she said thaf nobody in her fémily had-a higher education,
as opposed to her husband's family (also immigrant) where all

tﬁé children were encouraged to further their education and

complete university training.

*(\\6.) A
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. APPENDIX D \
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS
ADULT STUDENTS “

ho. How dapyour children feel-about yeur resentrylinto school?

W,

- I:?F cases (73%) the mothers re orted an ovérall posi-
£

ve attitude on }he-part of the ildren, though in
3 tdses, the children complained whén the mother was

~?ﬂfed or too busys _

- in 1 case (9%) the daughter seemed proud, but the son 5 -
was ambivalent oging to the fact that the mother got
better grades:

one student (9%) had a baby, so there was no attitude;

in one case (9%) the mother entered school wheh the

~ children were small so they took € a normal life-

f

pattern, Soat

L

6, a. How many, fourses are you taking? -

- 3 (29%) take 1 coursef
‘ - 3 (27%) take 2 courgess and
- 5 (46%) are full-time students.
b. What programme are you enrolled in?
- 6 (54%) are enrolled in an‘M.A. programme j
- 4 (36%) are enrolled in a B.A. programme;
-1 (9%) iénenrollgg,in a three year Faculty of Law

_programme. - | ? X%

#*This appendix includes - only information not given in the demoQ
‘\graphic profile of the sample. . N :
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<

c. What are your educational goals?
-~ - & (54%) plan to get their M1Q<¥?;grees. and 1 plans. to
Buag v ‘
get her, Ph.D.s .-
# > : )
: . -4 (36%) plan to get_their B.,A. Degrees, 2 of them plan-
]

n%£§ to go on and ébhplete their MyA. programmes;

- 1 (9%) plans to _take her Ba%r Eégmination,in Toronto

“QB ?<<{ <after graduation from Law School in Windsgp.

d.

.,

Do you plan to enter a career after graduation?
6 (54%) answered positively;
3 (27%) were ambivalent; and

2 (184%) weré not career oriented.

8. What types of things did you used to do as a family?

i

10 (91%) said,they did family oriented things;
1 (9%) grew up as a ward of the Detroit Children's
Aid Society.
Who was the more influential pé;son in your family -
your father or your motﬂér?
6 (54%) said it was their father; iy
2 (18%) repozjed it was both their parents;
2 (18%) reﬁgrted it was their mother; and
1 (9%) was a ward of the C.A.S.
Did you know any prpfessian;l females when you were
a young)girl; andlwere_you influence@ by them?
5 (46%) knew no professional females;
6 (54%) knew some, and only 4 of thLée said they\were-

Y

influenced to some degree by them. L3

Y
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Co bo you know whether they .were married and had children? ;///
1 ~ only 2.replie§ fhat th?&\zyought their teachers were i
married and had children. .
J9. What did your family expect of .you when you gre% up?
-8 (75%) said they were encouraged to get an education;
- 3 (27%) gaid their parents expect;h them te marry apd-'
have a family.
‘ N

. 10. What did your friends in high school expect to do?

(54%) said their peers expected, to marry and be

. homemakers;

\\_ 2 (18%) said their peers wanted both marriage and a careers

-1 (9%)-sald that their peers expected‘to find a job

g

before they marriedq . \

.

1 (9%) said thatf she had only'one friend who became a

nurses; and v

1 (9%) said that many of her friends went to college
but most dropped out when they married,
11. How did youXfeel about school thens:
- 10 (91%) said they enjoyed school; anq//‘
(9%) said she wag not very interested but it was
.no-hardship.
c. Did you have any special interest in school and did
’;;;;Eaay encourage énd support you in if?
- 6 (54%) said they had various lnterests; an\ ; gg,z
- 5 (46%) said they had no special interésts.
d. Who° J i

- 2 of the 6 who had Spe01a1 interests were supported by

teachers.

S o .
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d.

13.

b alal
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N . . - . . —

pid you work prior to your marriage?

- the mean for working‘prior to marriage was two years
snly 2 did not work prior to marriage whereas 9 did;

. = the mban for working aftef marriage was also two years.

(only full-time work was calculated in the mean).
Wwhat were your feelings about work?

- 9 (B2%) reported having satisfactory experience; and
Y
’ u

- 2-(18%) were ambivalent.
Did you help your husband financially while he was
getting established? Y
- 7 (64%) replied that they dids and
- 4 (36%) replied in the negative,
Did you plan to return to work or school after the

€

family was established and the childr n did not need
you the whole day? J

5

- 7 (64%) said that they planned to either further their =

education or "do something"s; and \\E -
- 4 (36%) said they had no definite plans of any kind.
T would like to ask you a few gquestions about your

marriage: (part of this question is given in the profile

of the sample) N ' \\\\

Coe

d.

Does your husband think that a w1fe aﬁﬁ mother should
stay at hom: and be a full time homemaker° _
- All students (100%) said that their husbands- did not

think that.

Is your husband in favour of female education and work?
- 10 {91%) reported their husband being in favour of -it} and

-
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-1 (9%) repofted.that her husband is in.favour of
. education but not of full-time work when there are
children. B
e, Does he help you with householé chores?
- 5 (46%) said their husbands;hélped (in one. case the
children did a considerable amount too);
- 5 (46%) said their husbands did not help; and
- 1 (9%) said the children helped, but not the husband.
ld. Is your husband supportive of your re-entry into school?
- All students said their husbands were supportive;
though in two cases there were some difficulties
in the initial period. f/
15. Does he extend his financial support for your edupationi
willingly or does‘he consider it burdensome?
- All of the students responded in the positive, éo thaé
the next queétion was not asked.
l@#k Has something happened to prompt yogijre-entry into school?
- 10 (91%) of the students said nothing specific
happened; and
- 1 (9%) said her husbanélhad a heart attack which prompted
her to re-examine their gituation. . -
a, How did you reach that decision?
- All of the students said it was a matter of accumula-~.
tion of different things and a matter of c;fpuwstances.
17. Have you given any thoﬁght to the time when your‘éhildren

, Will be grown up and will not need you to the same extent

any more, and the type of life you will then lead?
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- 13 (91%) said they aids and . | -
- 1 (9%) said she d1d not. -
a, Have you ever felt that this may leave a void in
your 1life? |

4

- A1l students expéét‘to be busy with some sort of work

for which the& percéive themselves as preparing at
( the present.
18. Do you help your husband in his career?
- 9 (82%) reported helping their husbands; and
- 2 (18%) reported not helping their husbands.
a. How? '
- All 9 of them said they discussed problems with their
husbands and gave theE‘moral'support, and 6 of them
al helpéﬁ in secretarial capacities‘when needed.
b. Are you expected to entertain his friends and business
associates? .
- 8 (73%) said they were not expected to do it but they
did it anyhow but not to any extensive degree; agd
- 3 (27%) said they did-not do any entertaining. '
c. What are your feelings about that? fiig
- B who did it felt that they did so because they enaoyed it.
19, Is there a present or ant;c;pated need for another income |
in your household? :51 '
- 5 (46%) said there was no need}

- 5 (Ub%) were ambivalents and

- 1 (9%) said there was a need.
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20, How do your friends and rela ives look at your new
. _
role.gf?a student?
- 3 (27%) had total sg@port: S -

- 2 (18%) spoke mostly about negatlve feactlons~ and

~
.‘.,

- 6 (54%0 encountered mixed reactions.
a. Did you have to curtall your social activities?
- 4 (36%) replled that they dids
- 3 (27%) replied’ that they did notj and
. 4 (36%) replied that they had. io curtall them "somewhat".
21, ..Do you have feelings of marginality in terms of your
| ‘family‘er your fellow students? 5 -
- 1 (9%) said she felt marginal in terms of her one
living parent; .
- none felt marginal in terms of their-immediate familiesy
g : : :

- all felt marginal in terms of their fellow students. :

[
a., Do you feel fulfilled? :
- 9 (82%) sald they felt fulfllled; anq . g
- 2 (18%) saild they did not.
22. Do you feel overextended? k““x/m\gjgl
¥y N

- 6 (544) felit overextended, at least at certain tlmes:

« 2 (18%) felt overextended only occa51onally: and

-3 (27%) .did not feel overextended% = cm
: 23, Do you follow your husband s career closely? Sﬁ
- 10 (91%) said they d1d and that they discussed ¥t at

homes and
- 1 (9%) said she only had a -superficial knowledge of
her husband's, work. '

N\\\' .7‘ ) \\v//.
' % ] oo -,
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Their answers thus precluded posing the next two questions.

c. Do you know the people he works with?
- 8 (73%) said-that. they knew elther all or_ most of their .
Q, _ husband's co-workers- and
- 3 (27%) said that they knew some of them.

24, " Do you know your children's friends:

- 10 (91%) said they*d%ﬁf and 1 {9%) has a 13 month old

baby . -

w

_ 25, I would like to ask you what motivated you to return to

school? R , o
- 6 (Sh%) Sald to fﬂiflll a need and/or desire for

<

_educatlonal achlevement: . . T
- 2 (18%) said it was to prepare for employments
e

-2 “(18%) said it was forr;ntellectual stimulations and

- 1.(9%) said it.was to pfqmote independencel

‘26, How many years have you spent out of school?

- The mean was tefi years.

_+27v Do you -feel adequate-in“facing scﬁool work at this

L]

lateF age? ‘ |
- Allof them answered 1n the alermatlve.
a. Do you feel intlmldated by younger students°
- 9 (82%) replled kmythe negatives;. and
-2 (18%) replied that they felt it only ocasiogally.
b, Do you. feel accepted by themn?
_;-7 (64%) felt accepted: ~
-2 (18%) did not feel accepfed: and

- 3 (27%) were unsure. . R
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29, "

30,

187
, »
Is school a challenge:

- tos

- All 11 (100%) answered in the afflrmatlve, g0 the
next question was not agked. !

Q'Does it all seem worthwhile? \

- All 11 (100%) answered‘in the affirmative.

wﬁat do you think of the present boeitioﬂ‘of wemen in;

our society? . ’ "f\~_‘

- 9 (82%) considered that there was stlll-lnequallty for
women in our socliety, but that there were changes
facilitating improvement; and

- 2'(18%) corisidered phat there was no inequality fer

' women:. ’

What do you think - in general - about the Women's

Liberation Movement?

- 5 (46%) had a positive image of the WLM; |

- 4 (36%) were amblvalent in their attitude towar&&
the WLM: and X

- 2 (18%) had a negative image of the movement.

Do you think it desirable for a woman:téﬂee economically

independent of her husband and able teyetand on her

"own feef"?

- 3 (27%) replied in the affirmative;

- 6 (54%) were ambivalent: and

‘= 2 (18%) replied that they are in favour-of it only

"if necessary".
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. * APPENDIX E L .
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS*
HOMEMAKERS

7. Whay types of things did you dsed'to do as a family?

9 (82%) replied they did family oriented thlngs; and

2 (18%) replled that they did church orlented things.
a. Who was the more influential person in your family -
. 4

your father or your mother?

o LS

- 5 (46%) reported it was their father;
4 - 4 (36%) reported it was their mothefz,
- 1'(9%) badame‘an orphan when vefy‘young: and
- 1 (9%) said that it was her mother when she was young
but later her father's 1nfluence became more pronounced.
b. Did you know any profesglonal females when you were
a young girl, and were you influenced by them?
-5 (46?) said they knew no profe8510na1 womens
- L (36%) said they knew teachéfs who influenced thems

. = 1 (9%) said her mother was a teacher; and - .

i

o

- 1 °(9%) said_she was influenced. by her grandmother

l . -

tho was a m1dw1fe.

¢. Do you know whether they were marrled and had ch11dren°
WA

- 2 said their teachera were marrled; as V@re the mother

and grandmother.

ra

#This appendlx includes only 1nformat10n not glVen in the
demographlc proflle of the sample. ‘
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8. What did‘youf family-eipect of &ou when'you'grew up?
-4 (36?5 said their-parents'expected them to both

work and have a famllys

1 (9%) saldéher parents gtressed educatlon and left .

marriage up to her'

C = 3 (27%) said thelr parents expected them to' work before

- marriage and ‘then make'thelr own- decisionss

1 (9%) said her parents were against work afier marriages

1 (9%) said her parents neﬁer exﬁected her to do any-

thlng she was not 1nterested ings and

1 {9%) said her father thought that educatlon“Was
wasted on females.
9., What did your friends in high’ school expect to do?
- 5 (46%) reported their peers wanted to marry and
become homemakersj _
.- 5 (46%)-reported that their friends weré a mixed groups and
< = 1 (9%) said she chose only friends_ who did not want.
anything "domestlc“.

10, How did you feel about school then?
(3 (54%) sald they -liked schools -

1

5 (46%) - sald-they did not llke 1t, though it was
+ no hardshib. P
c. Did you have any speéial interest in school and did

somebody encourage and support you in it?

5 (hé%) said they’ had no spec1al interest; and

6 (54%) said they were interested in a variety of

subjeemsf}rom art to Eciencés.
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" d. Who?

.. 7 = the 6 who‘réported-havihgfvafious‘interests wefé ‘ /

m | supported by-théir‘t?achers and in one case her | |

family. '

11, Did you work prior to marriage?

- the mean for working prior to marriage was in the one
and a half yéars category, and the mean for working
after marriage was two and a half years. Only one
did not work prior to mérriage, and two did not work
after marriage. "

(One worked part-time and this wag not calculated in-
the mean. ) _

d. What were your feelings about work?

- § (82%) reported having satisfactory working experlences;
and’
- 2 (184) reported having negatlve experience.

e. Did you help your husband financially while he was .

getting established?

’-:7\(64%) said they did not help their husbands

financiallys and
- 4:(36%) said they helped their Rusbands. _— N

- £, Did ydu plan to return to work or engage.in some

outside interest after the family was established

and the chlldren did not need you. the whole day?

2 (18%) said they had no plansj

6 (54%) said they planned to become engaged in somethlng:'

.
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el (9%).said‘she“would'like to further her education:.
-1 (9%) éaid her husband disapproveds and ﬁ
-1 (9%) said she was not yet at that point.

12, I would now llke to ask you a few questlons about your
marrlages (Part of this question is glveg in the profile

of the sample. )

c. Does your husband think that a wife and mother should

-

stay at home and be a full-time homemakexr?

- 5 (46%) said their‘husbands thought that mothers

A

should stay at homes )
- 3 (2?%) said thelr husbands did not think thats
-2 (18%) said thelr husbands thought they should stay -
.. at home while the chiidren are small; and
;e 1 (9%3 said her husband thought tha% a mother need
not stay at home -the whole time, pfovided the children *
are well cafed for. "
e - &. 1Is your husband .in favour of female education and work? Y
- 8 (?3%) reported tﬁém as being’ in favour of it; and
- 3_&?7%) reported their husbands as being ambivalent. 3
e. Does he help you with the household éhorfs;
- 6 (54%) did not help; and ‘
-5 (46%) helped and in one case the children helped too.
" 13. 'What would his feellngs be lf you deCLded ‘to further“your
‘”-educatlon° ‘
- 3 (27%) said they would have their husband's support;
- 2 (18%) said they did not knows; L

- \ .
[T, . " . -
b ‘ L : .



~ 192

- l (9%) said he would be very negatlvez B

-1 (9%) saild she’ took a correspondence course with
her husband's supports '
- 2 (18%) sald their husbands would not mind 1ty ‘

-1 (9%) sald_her husband would let her do it but he

considered it unnecessarys; and .
-1 (9%) said she could do whatever she liked as long
as it did not interfere with the children.

a. Have you ever thought about going back to schopl and

furthering your education?
- 8 (73%) said they dids | \
- 2 (18%) said they did notj -and
; 1 (9%) said she did and rejected the idea.

14, Have you given any thpught to the time when your children
will be grown up and will not need you to the same extent
any*more, and the type of 1ife you will then lead?
= 10 (91%) said that they ﬁlan to keep busy at that

mmm and ‘
-1 (9%) said that she does not plan to change her life
‘gtyle which is very busy ‘at present.

-y Have you ever felt thie may leave a void in your life?
-7 (64%) felt this would leave a void in their 11fe;

- -2 (18%) felt there will be no void; and
= 2 (18%) felt ambiguous about the void.

15. Do you help your husband” in hlS career?

- 5 (46%) sald they helped thelr husbands m his careers
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; 3 (27%) said‘they~did no%3 and
- 3 (27%) were ambivalent about;it; -
a. How? J _ o '
- all 5 of them discussed his problems at home, and 3 did
secretarlal work when needed. _
5. Are you expected to entertaln hlS frlends and bus;ness
assoclates? hE
Y - 4 (36%) said they were expected to entertains;
- 5 (46%) said they were not expected to entertains and
- 2 (}8%) said theylwere'not‘expected to buf they did it
because they enjoyed it. '
~ Cu "What are your feelings about 1t?
- of the 4 who were expected to entertain, 2 did not mind
and 2 had mixed feelings.
16. 1Is ‘there a present or anticipated need for another income
in your household°
- 7 (64%) Sald there was no need: and
- 4 (36%) sald there was nho immediate need.
17, What kind of act1v1t1es do you engage in outside your
home? - ‘ - -
- 6 (54%) said they were engaged in various types of
voluntary works and . - “
-5 (46%) sald they engaged 1n sports, played cards, or
belonged to clubs,” 1 of them worked sporadlcally in
a family bu31ness.%

a. ™oes it take a lot of your time? -

- 5 (46%) said that it doess and "

-

- [ . . .
. g ) _ S
. v : s
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-6 (54%) said that it varies dependlng on how much they .
undexrtake at specific tlmes.

What are your husband's feellngs'about that?

- 6 (54%) husbands were ‘positive about their wives' -

activities; and
- 5 (46%) were‘émbivalent. )
.19. What are your chlldren g feelings about that°
-9 (82%} percelved their children as having a‘p051t1ve
I : attitudes and o
- 2 (18%) perceived their children as not having a-
definite attituée, ﬁbat being mostly a factor
of their age. J |
20, How do your friends,anq relatives look at your activities?‘
- 6 (54%) said they received total supports;
‘= 2 {18%) said they were respected for what they did
but the’ feellngs were they had undertaken too much:
- 2 (18%) said they did not knows iqd
-1 (9%){said that kin and peers were sometimes critical:
_ " but supportive in general. | f<<
‘g . ?{ 21.‘ Dq{you have feelings of marginality?
) - 6 (54%) felt 'no feelings d¥ marglnallty, though 1 sald
there Were too many demands on her personalitys
- 3 {27%). sald ‘they sometlmes felt somewhat of a stranger
"both in the family and the world in generals and
"-‘2 (18%) said they sometimes felt marginal.
a. Do you feel fulfilled in your life? ‘
- 5 (46%) said\yes:
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3 (27%) said t?ey felt somewhat fulfilledi

" - ‘
1 (9%) said she.was "getting there";

1 (9%) said nos and

1 (9%) said she could not say yes to that because

life was always changing. —_

22. Do yo~'folléw your husband's career closely?

- 9 (91%) séid they both knew what their husbands were
= wérking_on andithat they discussed their problems at
'home; and _

o2 (18%) said'that they were not well acquainted with
their husbands' activities because they did not discuss ‘ //,-
their work at home.

(These replies answered_}ﬁe two following questions
which were therefore omit$ed,) | | .
c. Do you know the people he works with?

e

- 10 (91%) said they knew a}l or most of their husbands’ ‘j

| co-workerss; and }&wif
- - 1 (9%) said she knew somé of them,
‘ 23. Do you know your children's friends? A
- 8 (73%) said yess

-

- 2 (18%) said they knew a lot of them; and ' o
R a -1 (9%)fsaid'she did not know many.
) . 2k, What do you think of the ?resent position of women in ’
T our society? ' e ‘
| clety? s

-7 (64%) thought that there was change for the better

S
~although there was still: dlscrlm£latlon toward womens

' ‘ ;
- 3 (27%) were amblvalent: and ..
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a1l (9%) thoﬁght that the business world is still a
man's world because he was bettér at it. ]
25, What do yod'think - in general - about the-Woménig,
v Liveration Moveﬁent? ‘ '
{- 6 (54%) were negative fowards the WLM;
- 4 (36%) were genefélly pro-movements and
-~ 1 (9%) was ambivalent, |
éé. Do you think it desirable for a woman to be economically
independent of her husband and able to stand on her
WoWnlfeet"? )
- 6 (54%) had an ambivalent attitude; - e
- 3 (27%) had a negative attitude,'considering that it

might have a negative effect on marriages and

- 2 (18%) thought that a woman should be economically

T

)

independent. o ) h

’ 'f

“’
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