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ABSTRACT

AN AGE COHORT ANALYSIS OF RELIGIOUS
VOTING IN CANADA

by

David Willlam Rees

-The relationship between religion and party pre-
ference has exlsted in Canada since the early twentleth
Century. The purpose of thls thesls 1s to analyze the
shifte 1n the alignment of the electorate wlth regard to
a ‘declline in the poiitlcal relevance of religlon. The
method of analysis 1ls that of age cohorts. The premise
‘0of cohort analysls 1s that persons entering the elector-
ate develop distinct partisan tles (which are held through-
out their llfes) related to the political events surround-
ing thelr entry. It is then possible to determine the
ways in which party support bases have changed over the‘
past fifty years. For thls purpose I have used data from
the 1965, 1968 and 1974 national election studles. Select-
ed soclal characteristics were amassed 1lnto a slngle data
set 1n order to glve a total sample size of 8051. In effect,
I have aggregated the data for indivlduals from three sur-
veys whlch were adminlstered at different points in time.

In the first chapter there is a general revliew of the
literature, a statement of the hypotheses and a definition
of the concepts involved.

P;rty ilmages, stemming from politilcal events which
"allenated" Catholics and the Conservatlve party, appear
to be responsible for the development of rellgious based
votling. Relliglous self-identiflcation remailns today the

most l1mportant determinant of voting behaviour trans-
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cending ethniclity, region and thg strength of the 1ld-
entification.

The most common explanatlon for the perslstence bf
this relationship has been soclalizatlon. This 1s the
process by which children "inherit® the partisanship of
thelr parentsg. Since religion 18 an ascribed group, rel-
iglous voting contlnues over generatlons regardless of
the Political relevancy of ;pligion. My findings 1ndich33:
however, that lrrespectlive of parential partisanship Cath-
olics have a strong preference for the Liberal party.

The strength of partles wlthin cohorts may diverge
from that of their garents slmply because of differing
rates of réProduction. Thils 18 expected to have strong
1mplicatioﬁ; for the party system as sixty percent of
the youngest cohort, as opposed to forty percent of the
oldest, are Catholie. The Liberal party can exgeot to
benefit dlsproportlbnately from 4kfferential fertility.

Uslng correlatlon coefflclents, an Index of Rellglous
Partisanship and beta coerflclénts the cohorts do show
an overall decline in the strength of religlous voting. y
At the same time the third, more secular, partlies have
galned In strength. As younger people are less religlous
and have weaker partlgan tles than older persons thils was
thought to be related to the decline in religious voting.
Literature suggests, however, that these phenomenon can
be better explained by the 1life cyecle. As an alternative
it was neceasary to uge levels of parental Ainterest in
rellgion and willlingness to cthange vote in order to sup-
port the generatlonal argument.’

The secularlzatlon of soclety in the past decade was

v



indlcated B¥ declining church attendance and lnoreased .
rates of Inter-marrlage. Utillzing regression analygis
the predlcotlve power of rellgion was geen to decline
wlthin the cohorts over thls perlod. The net benefactor
of secularization was expected to be the New Democratlc
Party.

The thesls concludes with a summation of the inter- -
relatlonships between the varlous fagtors considered and
the possible implications of these for both the party
support bases and strength.
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Chapter One

Introduction to the Relationship
Between Religious Affiliation

and Party Preference,
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The impact of religion on voting behaviour has
been documented in Canada, the United States, and many
European democracies, The most significant finding
has been the degree to which the Influence of religion
variés'from one nation to another. In Britain religion
plays virtually ne role in electoral ﬁehaviour where-
as ‘1t is more strongly associated with party prefer-
ence than any other demographic variable(s) in Canada.

How ig it that religion and politics become so
strongly assodiated? They can be related directly
through interaction between the elites of the two
ingtitutional structures, Or, it may be related in-
directly, through a value gystem imposed by the
church which affects an individual’s perceptlon of
governmental outputs, It might also be related to
the extent to which soclety is segregated, that is,
social interaction among members of the same faith
may foster similar voting behaviocur.

I am mainly concerned with the process of pol-
itical change. Therefore, I am interested firat in the
mechanisms which perpetuate this religious cleavage
in Canadian politics (i.e. socclialization), Second,
is there evidence of a breakdown of the religious
cleavage? I will concentrate on the replacement of
the electorate as well as the secularization of society
as means by which religlous voting is expected to
be declining.

A decline in the relationship between religion
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and politics will influence the nature of both the
party system and the policies which they support,
The two, voting behaviour and party policies, tend to
be mutually reinforecing. Party changes must be
amenable tc societal changes., In Britain the rise
of class voting, which has had major effects on their
pattern of politics, was directly linked to the weak-
ening of the Liberal party and signified the end
to the relligious votigg cleavage in Britain, In Holland
a very rapld decline in confessional party attachment
in less than one decade has had extremely important
consequences for the structure of both the party and
political systems., Their political system is now
characterized by many splinter parties rather than a
few major parties, The experience of these two nations
suggest that 1f physical changes in the party system
do not correspond to socletal changes then the existing
parties must reassess their policy perepectives to
accommodate the emerging cleavages among the electorate.
Social surveys permit us to identify the char-
acteristics which distinguish supporters of one party
from another and to assess party stability., Utilizing
a number of studies over time allows us to identify
movements of voters which can, empirically, be related
to polltical and social events.
The purpose of this thesis is to identify what
movement is taking place among the electorate, to relate
these to political events, to assess party stability

and the future direction of the Canadlan political systen.
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The relationship between religion and party pre-
ference may exist for a number of reasons, Events

which occurred in the early twentieth century are -

. thought to have brought about an alignment of voters

along religious lines. This connection between rel-
igious groups and parties, in the individual's mind,
has been reinforced over time by.a number of party
images., First, the Liberals and Congervatives have
been, historically, viewed as representatives of the
two major religious and ethnic groups. Second, the
gelection of leaders, candidates and the elected
members generally support these impressions. Thiraq,
the policy orientations of the two ma jor parties,
particularly in regard to education, has influenced
and reinforced these perceptions,

The association between the religious variable
and politics has also been characterized as spurious,
that is, related by means of other soclal factors.
First, religion is seen as a correlate of ethnic
origin. It is argued that the gocial divisions with-
in Canadian society are basically of a French-English
nature. Second, an argument proposed in the United
States is that religious voting is a by-product of
the pattern of immigration, Third, recent analyses
suggest that the continued exigtence of the relation-
ship between religion and politics is the result of

the socialization process and consequent "inheritance”

of both religious denomination and party identification,
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It is thought that the rela%ionship between rel-
igion-and voting behaviour is declining for two reasons,
First, the political relevancy of religion, since the
early 20th Century has obviougly declined, There are
few, if7any, mentions of any lssue during electoral cam-
paigns which would reflect on reiigious differences.
Sécond, the social importance of religion appears to be
declining as society becomes more urbanized, secularized
and "compartmentalized."

Religion and society are integrally linked. Many
people are born in a denominational hospital, they
receive an education in a confessional school or denom-
inational university, they may work for an employer
of the same religion or join a denominational trade
union, they are likely to be involved in cultural or
sports organizatibns with psople of the same faith
and almost always an individual's c¢lose friends belong
to the same church.1

In the past; churches exercised control over theilr
members by dominating the social system as a wholezand,
in many cases, members of the clergy held high offices
in the political Bystem? Therefore it is not surpris-
ing to find that religion, which is a significant social
force, is associated with federal voting patterns in
Canada even though, as Englemanp and Schwartz point
out, the areas in which it is most pertinent are under
pfévincial Jurisdiction.u

Canada is a pluralistic society in which there

are demographic divisions among people., These
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differences have their roots in distinctive cultural or
linguigtic backgrounds? The Dutech concept of soclal
pillars (vertzuilling) has become analogous with social
"columns” or "cleavages", This refers to the institu-
tional structure of soclety as well as the segregation
of social interaction, Within Canada the boundaries
delineating religious-ethnic groups have been, histor-
ically, well drawn. Regenstreif astates that

Canada is not unlike most of the other countries

in the western world in that a considerable

portion of its political history revolves around

the existence of extensive religious cleavages.6
Engelmann and Schwartz argue that the religlous cleav-
age which serves ",.,.mainly as the basis for significant
political cleavages“? 1s a consequence of historical
events which alienated the Catholics away from the
Conservative party, These events include the Manitoba
Schoolg Question, the handling of Louis Riel, and the
conscription crisis during the First World War.

In 1890 the Manitoba government passed a bill
designed to establish a single, nonsectarian public
school system in that province. The Act "...evoked
an immediate protest from the Roman Catholic minority"?
The federal Conservative government would not, at first,
disallow the legislation. By the time they did decide
to act they were not able to avoid the criticism of
condoning the Manitoba Act,

Again it was a Conservative government which

made the decision ",..yielding to pressure from Prot-

estant 0ntario"9 not to commute the death sentence of
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Louis Riel. When Riel was executed he became an
instant martyr of Canada's "racial and religious min-
ority."lo
In 1917 the Consgervatives were once again in
power, The election of that year was fought in the
Maritimes and Western Canada over the issue of gov-
ernment admiﬁistration during the war period, 1In
Quebec it was fought over the lssue of sending troops
to a war that was considered British imperialist in
nature., French-Canadians, primarily farming people
at this time, valued, their sons for their labour on
the farm., Even though the Unionists proposed (and,
indeed, later instituted) special. considerations for
farmer's sons, the election of the Unionists in 1917

did much to turn the French away from the Consgervative

"party.

Party images are important as the parties provide
the major link between society and government. Parties
are, therefore, likely to reflect the socletal cleav-
ages which become politically relevant%l For an
asgociation to exist between groups within society and
a party 1t implies that the groups are cornected by
means of some collective experience and the parties by
some consistent appeal to those groups{'2 The willingness
of the Conservative government to become involved in
provincial affaira or issues directly pertaining to
the religious groups was a major factor in the alien-
ation of Catholic votors. On the other hand; the

protection of provincial jurisdiction over the areas
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allotted to them ",..found their chaméion in Wilfred
Laurier and the Liberal party“lB'at a time when prov-
incial rights and reasponsibilities were growing.

14 it is the perception

According to Butler and Stokes
by an individual between "his" group and the perception
that a party is positlively valued by his group, that
leads him to support it. The strong relationship bet-
ween the protect}on of religious rights and provincial
rights at the time was, therefore, instrumental in the
development of religious voting].'5

While the historical context sheds light on the
formation of the electoral behaviour of Canadians
there are a number of alternative explanations for
the continued existence of religious voting,

As I have just suggested one lmportant aspect
of party images relates to their historical background
and policy orientation., The Liberal party is generally
viewed as the party of federallsm or provincial rights.
The Conservative party is seen, by and large, as the
party of centralism. Perhaps the most important area
related to these images is education. Regenstreif
atates

I+ is well known that, historically, Reman

Catholica have felt discrimination in most

of English speaking Canada, generally at

the hands of Congervative provincial admin-

igtrations especially in matters concerning

education,16
It may be the separate school system which helps to

maintain religion as a salient cleavage in Canada.l?

Separate schools not only provide a focus for religious
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cleavages but are also a- part of the socialization
procesg of children., McDonald argues that concern
about separate schools could make Catholics support the
Liberals whereas disapproval of the separate school
system could make Protestants favour the Conservative
party:®

The impact of the school issue on party ilmages
is reflected in Newfoundland. When this province
joined Confederation in 1949 it was the Conservative
party, not the Liberals, who supported parochial
gchools. Studies demonstrate that Conservative support
in Newfoundland is largely Catholic and Liberal support
mosgtly Protestant--a reversal of the national pattern].'9

Qualter suggests that the bond between religion
and parties is enhanced by the candidates of the parties?o
That is, Catholics are more likely to be found in the

Livberal party and Protestants in the Conservative party.

Schwartz advances a similar argument in Public Opinion

and Canadian Identity. She says

... the candidacy of correligionists provides a
further impetus for supporting a particular
party. Visibility of the success of Catholics
in the Liberal party is another factor serving
to tle the Catholics to it.21

Lynn McDonald; however, could find little evidence to

substantlate this claim in her study of the 1968

federal election in Ontario?2

It has alse been suggested that the election of
a French-Canadian, Catholic leader intermittently

with English-speaking, Protestant leaders has helped

==

‘:}.__\‘7:-“
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the Liberal party attract and maintainlCatholic
support as the Conservatives have rarely had a Cath-
olic leader. In particular, the leadership of Wilfred
Laurier is accredited with originally attracting the
French and Catholic support.

An argument which is put forward in the United
States to explain the relationship between religion
and voting behaviour is the pattern of immigration,
The majority of post-World War Two immigrants t;nd to
be Catholics, in both the United States and Canada,

. Pre-World War Two immigrants (in both nations) tended
to be disproportionately Protestant. ‘It is argued that
immigrants take b®n the identification of the party in
power when they arrive?3 For the postit-World War Two
immigrants this meant the Democratic party in the
United States and the Liberal party in Canada. This
identification is then manifested into votes when the
immigrant takes out citizenship and/or when his -
children reach voting age. My limited exposure %o
post-1970 immigrants reveals that they perceive
Canadian politices in terms of a2 single dimension--
Trudeau,

Is the relationship between religion and party
preference among immigfhnts spurious? Herberg argues
thet when the children of immigrants reach voting age
a large number disassociate themselves from the ethnic
subcommunity, primarily for linguistic reasons, and

24

identify with their religious affiliation,” It does

not seem likely, either, that immigration has been
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large enough to account for the magnftude of the

relationship between religion and voting behaviour.
Also, in Canada, we are faced with the dual problem of
controlling for emigration as more people leave the
country every year than enter,

It has often been claimed that religiqn is
spuriougly associated with party preference by means
of ethnic origin. Alford states that the Progressive
Conservatives are the party of the English and the
Liyerals the party of the French?5 However, Grace
Anderson, in her study of Hamilton, argues that

Religious affiliation...is more closely assoc-

iated with voting preference than is ethnicity.

Religioup affiliation and ethnicity cannot,

therefore, be regarded as one and the same

variable.26
While the importance efx?he reinforcing relationship
between religion and éthhiclty cannot be underestim-
ated, it is one which I would like to see dispelled,
On the aggregate level it is known that Catholics
disproportionately support the Lib;ral party yet
this denomination is made up of a wide variety of
ethnic groupings?7 On the other hand, Proteétants are
largely British in ancestry yet do not diasplay
homogenelty in their voting behaviour‘?8

It has alsoc been suggested that the Catholic
behaviour can be attributed to their greater rel-
igiousity. In terms of church attendance or religious

beliefs Catholics tend to be more religious than

Protestants, A third agpect of religiousity is

- —————

-~
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‘communalism'. Since family groups are basically
endogomous this means that interaction among the family
involves interaction among members of the same denom-
ination?9 In this sense the family operates as a sub-
unit of the larger religious growp and the strength of
religious beliefs within the family would be expected
to affect the relationship with voting behaviour, In
addition, the close friends of an individual will most
often be of the same denomination and

...norms develop in the course of personal

contact, Thus the relationship which grows

between two friends and fosters their ex-

gectations of each other, turna them,..

nto a tight and largely gelf-gufficient

group with characteristics and norms of its

own, 30 )
The extent to which 'primary’ groups (family and
friends) form segregatéd‘bbmmuni?ation-networks. thenjn
they: facilitate the tranémissiégiof distinctive
political‘norms?l Meigel concurs in his gtudy of

Kingston that it was the political preferénce

"...entprtained by the mass of one's co-religionists

which seems to be an effective sighpoat"32 in deter- -

mining vote.

The authors of the American Voter argue that the

'guccessful' transmission of values and behaviour is
g function of the effestiveness and insistence with
which they are tra‘nsmitted?3 Therefore, one's involve-
ment in the religious community (both church involve-
ment and primary group involvement) and religious

voting are expected to be related?“-

*
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The f%rst hypothesis I wisp to investigate, there-
fore, is té what extent can other social chargcfer- ‘
igtics account for the relationship between religion
and voting behaviour? Specificdlly, I will consider
ethnicity, feiigiousity, and region as alternative i?(-
explanatfbns. I will employ crosstabulations and
Cramer's V35 as a.sﬁmmary statistic to compare the
~ effects of each so;;;1 characteristic individually
with religion and mul£iple regression36 to agsess
the relative lmportance of them with religion on voting
behaviour, |

Another argument which purports to explain the
spurious nature of religious voting is that is is a
relationship based on tradition resulting from pol-
itical socialization, This is’a process ﬁhereby ag
a person grows up he is instilled with the norms and
goals of the soclety primarily through the family
group and later in life through institutional struct-
ures?7 Irvine suggests in his article "Explaining the
Religious Basis of the Canadian Partisan Identity: ‘
Success on the Third Try,"38 that both party identi-
fication and religion are inherited from parents
", .without any necessarily felt‘connection between
the two."39 While his data substantiate his claim
that both tend to be inherited there are both method-
ological and substantive criticisms to be made of his
article, However, socialization must bs considered an

important process by which the relationship between

religion and party preference is maintained, The second
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ma jor hypothesis I wish tovinyestigate, therefore, is
to wﬁat extent can religious voting be attributed to
inheritance?

The use of age cohorts to determine political
change has become popular since Butlér and Stoke's
gtudy of political change in Britain?o They argue that
any political movement is likely to be more evident
among the younger voters who are ",..more open to

51 Lijphart's data on the process

political appeals.,”
of "depillarization™ in Holland indicates that the
generational differences were of primary importance in
the movement towards secular partiesl."2 The premise of
cohort analysis is, of course, that people develop

their partisan ties at the point when they are first

yexpoged to the political environment., These party

Treferences are thought to be held throughout the
cohorta’ lives, Therefore, by studying the support of
the various parties at a single point in time one can
extrapolate backwards in time (by establishing para-
meters around the cohorts) and determine in whaf ways
party support has changed, This is an appropriate
.technique to use in the analysis of Canadian voting
behaviour for two reasons. First, a bank of Canadian
survey data does not exist--there are relatively few
national surveys of voting behaviour, Second, there
have been relatively few political events in recent
decades linking religion to politics, Cohorts, which
span more than fifty years of voting behaviour, should

reflect this, My third major hypothesis, then, is to

=
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what extent do age cohorts reflect a decline in the
political saliency of religion? Of course, it will
| be important to distinguish between generational and
life cycle effects,

There are many indications that there has been a
societal decline in the importance of religion,
Declining church attendance, greater secularization of
society generally, and urbanization are all indicators
of this, Yinger states that religion "...is more likely
to be a conserver of old values than a creator of new
ones;."l}3 Nottingham also suggests that religious values
do not change easlly in response to changes involving
"...Becular conceptions of utility and convenience."uu
Miller and Stouthard provide evidence that the process
of urbanization is strongly related to the degree of
involvement in the churcth5 This was true even for the
people who moved from one sized community to another--
the norms of the new community were adopted. Regenstreif
proposges that the process of urbanization in Canada has
resulted in a decline in the group-based agpecis of
this cleavagel."6 Lenski, however, argues just the opposite,
He suggests tﬁat the process of urbanization leads to
a "comparimentalized” or specialized role for religion??
Therefore, religion has notjbecome less relevant
socially, only its role has changed from an associat-
ional one to a communal one. That is, the theological
agpects of religion are leassened while the social ones

are increased. Therefore, my last major hypothesis

will deal with the extent of a social decline in the
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importance of religion and, hence, voting and its
relation to the process of urbaniiation.

The literature suggests the direction which this
thesis should follow, Firest, what is the nature and
extent of the relationship between religious affiliation
and electoral behaviour? Can other social character-
istics account equally for the relationship between
religion and party? Secondly, what is the role of
political socialization on maintaining the relationship
over time? Third, if religion is less relevant polit-
ically can cohort analysis reveal a breakdown of
religious voting? Finally, to what extent is a societal
decline in the relevancy of ;eligiOn related to religlous
voting and, in particular, what is the role of urbaniz-
ation?

IIT

The data which is used is taken primarily from
three national election studies in 1965, 1968 and 1974,
In order to increase the number of cases, particularly
for the age cohort analysis, the three studles were
combined into one single data set. In effect, I have
aggregated the data for indlviduals regarding their
soclal characteristics and voting behaviour from three
surveys which were administered at different points in
time,

The variables wifﬁ which I am working are not
expected to havé changed dramatically over this nine
year perlod, At any rate; I am concerned with the

demographic and social characteristics, as well as
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their voting behaviour, at the time of election when
they were surveyed,

Those variables which are common to all three
studies.arel province; party identification; strength
of party identification; vote; religiony church atten-
dance; subjective soclial class; language; and age.

In the case of the latter variable a corrective measure
was used to equalize the values as the surveys were
administered at different points in time, That is,
persons born in 1930 were 35 years old at the time of
the first survey and 44 years old in 1974, In the
ensuing analysis age in 1974 is used as the base,

Party identification or vote refers to the respondent’s
party preference at the time of interviewing. |

A number of other variables which were present in
either one or two of the surveys were also lncluded in
the data set, These are: parent's party identification;
gubjective religiousity; and a series of questions on
religion. When presented the year(s) in which the data
was collected will be shown.

The information from the three studies was atored
on temporary file in an identical order and then merged
together to give one large data set., The total sample
size is 805) unwelighted and 9019 weighted. All tables
in the analysis refer to the weighted sample size.

This study has also been augmented with data {rom
a number of Gallup polls administered by the Canadian
Institute for Public Opinion (CIPO). The total number

of cases in each of these surveys are listed below,
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Year N

1957 1975
1962 2700
1963 2710
1965 1976
1968 : 1654
1972 1675
1974 (July) 1382
1974 (Sept) 1056
1975 1067

v

Religion‘pas been defined, theoretically, as
", ..the formﬁiation of conceptual, ritual and social
symbols whereby a community or a socliety ldentifies
itself in relation to a transcendent of supernatural

48 Denominations have been char-

order of reality."
acterized as systems of beliefs and practices relative
to sacred things which "...unite into a single moral

49

community” called the Church,

Lenski defines religion, for sociological pur-
poses as "...a gystem of beliefs about the nature of
the force(s) ultimately shaping man's destiny, and
the practices associated therewith, shared by members
of a group.“50 According to this definition religion
has three distinct characteristics. First, it in-
volves social interaction among separate groups of
people, Second, religion is, for purposes of self-
preservation, a system.or worship and.each denom-
ination possesses its own symbols and rites to per-
petuate this worship. Third, religion is a system of
beliefs and values pertaining to forms of social in- |

teraction,

Self-identification in religious terms is an
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accepted sbcial norm, Herberg found in the United
Statés that ninety-five percent of Americans were
willing to p;gce themselves in one of three categories,
Protestant, Catholic or Jewish?1 In Canada one finds
a much lower refusal rate on the religious affiliatioen
question than on social class on Burveys§2

Within Canadian soc}ety there are two major rel-
igious groups--Roman Catﬁb%ic and Protegtant (United
Church, Anglican, Presbyterian, Baptist and Lutheran)
~=-which comprise ninety percent of the total population,
roughly forty-five percent each?3 The population of
interest 1s limited to these two groups hereafter
referred to as denominations although Proteétantism is
not a denomination in the true sense. Herberg justifies
the aggregation of several denominations under the title
'Protestant’ on the basis of their attributes, He claims
that taken together Protestants display the same social
characteristice as Catholics and, hence, this makes
for better comparisons?4 Second, members of the various
Protestant denominations generally consider themselves
as "Protestant”, Third, Siegfried states that all
Protestante co-operate fraternslly and, if their actions
are not mingled together, they are at least parallel.
"And Catholicism, the common enemy, reminds them
periodically of the need for united action if not for
uni'!:y.“s5 Finally, there is the consideration of sample
gize which supports the aggregation of all Protestants.

The religious affiliation of the respondents was

ascertained by a direct question asking for the "religious



- 20 -

preference” of the respondent, While there appears to
be a strong social pressure to identify oneself as a
Protestant or Catholic there is less pressure to conform
to the ",..social and theological tenets of the declared
faith."56 This raises the question of the strength of

attachment an individual has te his religlion, The

authors of the American Voter state

+«.the higher the identification of the indiv-
idual with the group, the higher the probabil-
ity that he will think and behave in ways
which distinguish members of his group from
non-members, 57

A\
The term "religiougity" indicating the strength of

asseciation with religion is generally applied to the
measurement which is most readily available (eg, church
attendance, subjective religiousity or group involvement),
More detailed measurements have been developed but are
rarely used?8

Here religiousity will refer to the degree of
attachment to one's religious denomination according
to Lenski's definition of religion., That is, relig-
iousity for my purposeg is multi-dimensional. It
refers to 1) an individual's strength of beliefs and
values, 2) worship (associational) and 3) involvement
in "primary” groups (famlly and friends) or one's
gocial relationships with members of the same faith
(communalism),

Religion as a system of beliefs and values is

best measured by the usage of a number of questions

on moral and/or ethical issues, Two CIPO gurveys
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agked respondents for their attitudes towards birth
control and abortion., Another method of approaching
the question of strength of beliefs is to ask people
about their belief in God, how often they read the
Bible or their belief in Heaven or hell, This aspect
of religiousity, often referred to as "orthodoxy" has
been found to be strongly related to voting behaviour?9
However, none of the three major election surveys
included questions on this aspect of religion. As an
alternative, therefore, I will use a question on the
1974 national election study asking respondents to give
a subjective evaluation of their religiousity {very
religious, fairly religious, or not very religious).

Religion as a system of worship can be measured
by the rate of church attendance of the respondents.
This question asks “About how often do you go to church?
At least once a week, two or three times a month, once
a month, a few times a year or less, never?"” The
responses have been dichotomized into Attenders (attends
more than twice a month) and Non-Attenders (once a month
or less). This question is available for all respondents
on the merged data set,

Viewing religion as a system of social relation-
ships is the most difficult to test. Lenski uses, for
his méasure, those people who married a person of the
same faith and whose friends are of the same religion,
Data of this nature is lacking in Canada and, as an
alternative, a question on the 1968 national election

gtudy asking respondents for an indication of the
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proportion of their friends who are of the same
religion as well as activity in religious groups will
be used,

Butler and Stokes have popularized the usage of
generational or cohort analysis in recent years. They
argue quite convincingly that generational differences
are important factors in elections and particularly in
the process of political change. Meisel adds, in his
original study of Kingston, a note that “political'
generations may exercise some influence"60 on voting
behaviour and particularly on religious voting behaviour,

A cohort has been defined as ",,.those persons
who have been socialized in a similar fashion because
of their exposure to the same prevailing eventsél as
well as, those who ".,,experience the same event with-
in the same time interval.“62 For the political
scientist the digtinction between the two interpretations
is importaht for constructing the time parameters
around the cohorts.

The first definition implies that the important
period during which "...the jdeas, sentiments and values
of members of the same cohort converge"63 is the perioed
of socializationéu The latter definition suggests that
the "...distinctive composition and character refiecting
the circumstances“65 of a cohort is formed when people
enter the electorate. Because the events with which I
am concerned are political, the second method of

constructing cohorts will be used.

The ages of the respondents have been recorded

i
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on the three national studies according to individual
years, If the respondent refused to give his age the
interviewer was to estimate it. There may, .therefore,

be some slight errors in the answers, not only because

of interviewer estimation 5ut also because of misreporting
by the respondents, CIPO surveys simply ask the res-
pondents to place themselves in a ten year age category.
The benefit of the former method, over the latter, is

that cohorts based on enﬁg; into the electorate during
periods of important political events can be constructed.

I have done so in the foliowing manners:

Cohort Name Entry into Date of Birth  Age(1974)

Electorate
Pre-1918 18xx-1917 -1896 ~78+
Interwar 1918-1934 1897-1913 61-77
World War Two  1935-1947 1914-1926 48-.60
Post-WWII 1948-1957 1927-1936 38-47
Diefenbaker 1958-1967 1937-1946 28-37
Trudeau 1968-1974 1947-1956 18-27

The oldest cohort entered the electorate during the

period of events which brought about the alignment of

religious groups with political parties,

Thege include

the aforementioned Manitoba Schools Question, the

handling of Louis Riel and the Conscription crisis of

1917, The inter-war cohort are those entering the

electorate between the First and Second World Wars,

Because of sample size, these two groups have been

combined and are here-after referred to as the Pre-1935

generation,

The second cohort is composed of those entering

the electorate during the Second World War era and the
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boundaries have been sgelected because of the election;\%\i’
of 1935 and 1948,

The Post-World War Two cohort entered the elector-
ate between 1948 and 1957 during which a two party
gystem was dominant in Canada,

Those people coming of voting age between 1958
and 1967 are members of the Diefenbaker cohort. This
includes the period during which the influence of Dief-
enbaker is expected to have affected traditional party
ties, the emergence of the third parties, and a Liberal
minority government,

The youngest, or Trudesu, cohort includes =all
those who entered the electorate in 1968 or later. The
ascendance of two hew leaders to the Liberal and Con-
servative party provides the line of delineation between
this and the Diefenbaker cohort,

Generational effects will be measured by comparing
the degree of religious voting in each succegsive cohort
entering the electorate to the older cohorts. Determin-
ing the effect of religion within each cohort requires
summary meagures of the strength of religious voting.

It is also necessary to distinguish between generational
and life cycle effects,

Party identification is the underlying psychological
attachment of individuals to.a political party. For the
majority of the analysis I will, however, be using expected
or recalled vote. The purpose of this is to approach,
as directly as possible, the actual beﬁaviour of the

respondents. Regenstreif states "...voting is the most
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obvious and manifest connecting link between the achibns
of a government and the preferences of 'l:he\ci't::lzerizsx...':66

The CIPO survey question aske, "If an plection were
held today, which Pafty's candidate do you /think you
would favour?” In the national electioﬂ‘ tudies respon-
dents are first asked if they voted an///if so, for
which party.

In this thesis a four party ana&ysis will be
utilized, While the Liberal and Conservative parties
are the main focus of religious voting, and the minor
parties tend to introduce a regionsal bigs into the
analysis, a four party analysis is a more realistic
representation of the political system. Also, it may
be that the non-religious voters are moving towards the
third parties and this is of primary interest,

Table one shows the actual party support in the
various elections, the CIPO predictions and the three
national election studies' post-dictions.

All of the surveys tended to oversample Liberal
supporters while undersanmpling those who intended or
reported having voting Conservative, ‘In particular,
the 1965 and 1968 national surveys over-represented the
Liberals considerably at the expense, mainly, of the
third partieg. It is, however, possible to proceed
with some degree of confidence that the surveys have
approximated the distribution of party support in the
electorate,

Ethnicity is defined as the cultural ancestry of

people who shared a common national origin, language,
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Table 1.

Results of the 1957, 1962, 1963, 1965, 1968, 1972 and
1974 General Electlons, CIPO and National Election
Survey Resulis.-

Year Data Lib PCon NDP sc % N

1957 Actual  40.9 38.9 10.7 6,6 97.1%
CIPO 48.7 34.9 9.3 7.1 100 1472

1962 Actual 17.2 37.3 13,5 11.7 9§.7
CIPO 37.7 36.8 11.1  14.4 100 2102

1963 Actual  41.7 32,8 -+ 13.1 11.9 99.5
CIPO b1.9 32.7 11.8  13.6 100 2254

1965 Actual  /+0.2 32,4 17.9 B.h 2.9
cIPO L, 3 30.5 18.1 7.1 100 1540
National U48.0 30.7- 14.9 6.4 100 2173

1968 actual 455 32.4 17.0 5.2 99.1
CIPO 47.2 28.5° 17.1 7.2 100 1284
National 56.4 27.9 12.0 3.7 100 2284

1972 ,gctégl 38.5 35.0 17.7 7.6 98.8
: CIPG 2.1 29.8 20.0 8.1 100 1269

1974 Actual  43.2 35,4 15.4 5.1 99.1
CIPO L7.6 30.3 15.4 6.6 100 1023
National 53.4 31.9- 11.4 3.3 100 1943

+ slight dlscrepencles due to votes for other
parties, independent candldates, etc.

KEY

Lib Liberal

FCon Progresslve Conservatlve

NDP New Democratic Party

5C Social Credit & Haillement
des Creditlistes
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religion or race, or a combination of these, Because
Canada is a multi-cultural nation the number of sub-
groups would be too great for analysis, McRae argues
that since 1960 the pattern of institutional segment-
ation has moved away from "ethnicity” towards language?8
Herberg aslso argues that language is synonomous with
culture in the American setting§9

The measuremént of this variable, therefore, will
be the language of the respondent., The sample question
usually asks "Which language did you learn as a child
and stlll speak today?" Using only those who answered
French or English effectively limits the analysis to
French-Canadlans and Canadians of B?itish ancestry or
the children of immigrants who have grown up in a
predominantly English-Canadian culture,
v

Tﬁe purpese of thig thesis is not to predict
future voting behaviour but to analyze shifts in the
gocial and political alignment of the electorate. The
format of this analysis will be structured =mo as to
concentrate on two dominant themes. First, what
explanations can be offered to account for the continued
existence of religious voting in Canada. Secong, is
there evidence that a decline iﬁ religious voting is
taking place?

In chapter two I will consider the nature and
extent of the rélationship between religion and electoral

behaviour. The historical relationship will be consid-

ered as the motivating force behind this phenomenon,

«
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I will control for religiousity, ethnicity, and region
in order %to investigate the various dimensions of
religious voting. Finally, I will employ mulfiple
regression to-assegs the relative importance of all
thege variables on voting behaviour.

The third chapter will consider the process of
gocialization as an explanation for the continued-
existence of religious voting in Canada. I intend to
consider the role of the family in socializing children,
not only to partisanship, but also to religious orient-
ations,

The cohort analysis, and the implications of
replacement on political change, will be dealt with in
chapter four. I will attempt to determine whether
religion is a less important determinant of voting
behaviour for the young than for the older members of
the electorate. I will also consider whether weaker
religious identification may be responsible for this.

I will also discuss the weaker partisan attachments of
the younger cochorts as a function of the declinging
political relevance of religibn.

In the fifth chagter I will attempt to digentangle
life cycle from generafiqnal effects in relation to
religious voting. Bofh‘éhe strength of religiousity
and partisan at?achment are tied to the 1life cycle
theory. Instead, then, I will consider the strength of
parential interest in religion and willingness to change
parties as alternative explanations of the generational
arg&ment. Finally, I will look at the social decline

in the importance of religion and the implications of
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this, which will not completely manifest themselves at
the p;lls for thifty years hence,

In the slixth and final chapter, I will give =&
gpummation of the findings in this thesis, the evolving
patterns, and what might Qe expected in the neer future

‘as the levels of party support.



12,

13.
14,

FOOTNOTES

Kenneth McRae, Consociational Democracy (Toronto:
MeClelland and Stewart, 197%), p. 7. :

S. Queen, W, Chamber & C, Wington, The American Social
System (Bostons Houghton Mifflin, 19%6), p. 9%. ‘

Queen, Chamber & Winston, p., 94,

F.C. Engelmann & M, Schwartz, Political Parties
and the Canadian Social Structure (Scarborough:
Prentice-Hall, 1967), p. 959,

A, Lijphart, The Politics of Accommodation
(Berkeley: University of Californla Press, 1968),
p. 1.

P, Regenstreif, The Diefenbaker Interlude
(Toronto: Longmans of Canada, 1963), p. 92.

Engelmann & Schwartz, p, 160

G.M. Hougham, "The Background and Development of
Netional Parties,” in H, Thorburn, Party Politics
in Canada (Scarborough: Prentice-Hall, 1967), ».S.
Hougham, p. 8,

Hougham, p. 8,

M. Irish & J, Prothro, The Politics of American

Democracy, 2nd edition, (Englewood Cliffo: .
Prentice-Hall, 1963), p. 276, they state '

When a religious issue is injected into politics
...religious preference becomes highly relevant.

R. Alford, "The Social Bases of Political Cleavage
in 1962," in B,R, Blishen, ed., Canadian Soclety
(Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1971), p. 2549,

Engelmann & Schwartz, p. 45.

D, Butler & D, Stokeas, Political Change in Britain
71)

(New York: St, Martin's Press, 1971), p. 66, they
state

The individual supports a party because he perceives
a positive bond between the party and his own class.
But in this case the bond may be formed of nothing
more than the individual's perception that the

party is positively valued by his class,

- 30 -



15.

16.
17.
18,

19-

20,

21,

22,

23,

24,
25,

26,

27.

28.
29,
30.

31.
32,

- 31 -

T ghall refer to religious voting as the members
of the two major denominatlonal groups (Catholics
and Protestants) disproportionately supporting
different political parties.

Regenstreif, p.'93,

Engelmann & Schwartz, p. 45

L., McDonald, "Religion and Voting: A Study of the
1968 Federal Election in Ontario,” The Canadian

Review of Soclolo and Anthropology, Vol ¢ no, 3,
(August 1969), p. 130,

G. Perlin, "St. John's West,” in J, Meisel, Papers
on the 1962 Election (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1964), p. 93, I will discuss this in more
detail in chapter two,

T. Qualter, The Election Process in Canada
(Torontos McGraw-Hill, 1967), P. 69.

M, Schwartz, Public Opinion and Canadian Identit
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 19677,

p. 163.
McDonald, p. 140,

G. Lenski, The Religioug Factor (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubledayf& Co., I§§I’. P. TAT, ’

Lenski, p. 4%,

R. Alford, Party and Society (Chicago: Rand, McNally
& Co., 1963), p. 258,

G. Anderson, "Voting Behaviour and the Ethnic-
Religious Variable: A Study of a Federal Election
in Hamilton, Ontario," in Blishen, p. 284,

W. Herberg, Protestant-Catholic-Jew (Garden City:
Doubleday & Co., 1960), p. 35.

Schwartz, p. 159.
Lenski, p. 18.

P, Kelvin, The Bases of Social Behaviour {(Great
Britain: Holt, Rinehart & winston, 1970}, p. 112,

Lenski, p. 303

J. Meisel, "Religlous Affiliation and Electoral
Behaviour: A Case Study,” in J,C. Courtney, Voting
in Canada (Scarborough: Prentice-Hall, 1967),

p. 160,



..

33.

3k,

35.

36-

3?.
38.

39.
4o0.
bi,
L2,
43.

5.

46,

4?.

f—

- 32 -

A, Campbell, P, Converse, W, Miller & D, Stokes,
The American Voter (New York: J. Wiley & Sons,
19607, p. 313.

Lenegki, p. 181, he gtates

The more involved an individual was in the Catholic
gubcommunity, the more likely he was to prefer the
Democratic Party.

For a discussion of the mathematical attributes
of this statistic see H.M. Blalock, Social Statistics

(Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1969), chapter 15.
For a description of this programme see Blalock,
chapters 17 & 18 or N.H, Nie et al, Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences, 2nd edition,
{foronto: McGraw-Hill, 1975), chapters 20 & 21,
Regenstrelf, p. 4.

w. Irvine, Canadian Journal of Political Science
Vol III no., 3 (September 197%, pp. 560-563,

Irvine, p. 563.

Butler & Stokes, see specifically chapters 8 & 9.
Butler & Stokes, p. 135.
Lijphart, see chapter X,

J.M. Yinger, The Scientific Study of Religicn
(New York: Macmiilan, 1970), p. 513.

E. Nottingham, Religion and Society (New York:
Random House, 195%), p. 16,

W.E. Miller & P.C. Stouthard, "Confessional Attach-
ment and Electoral Behaviour in the Netherlands,”
European Journal of Political Research, Vol 3

no. 3 (sept 1975) p. 240,

Regenstreif, p., 94, also see J. Wilson, "Politics
and Social Class in Canada: The Case of Waterloo
South,” in P, Fox, ed., Politics: Canada 3rd
edition (Toronto: McGraw-Hill, 1970}, p. 2B3.
Wilson states

As more and more of our people move to the clties
the traditional influences of religious affiliation
and ethnic origin are likely to become less impor-
tant in the face of the pressure of an increasingly
complex technological society.

Lenski, p., 11.



a5

48,

2"'9-

50-

51.
52,

53.

sh,

55.

56.
57-
58.

59.
60.

61.

-

- 33 -

F.J. Streng, Understanding Religious Man (Belmont:
Dickenson, 1969), p. ©.

E, Durkheim quoted in L, Schneider, Sdciological
Approach to Religion (New York: J., Willey & Son,
1970}, p. Ll.

Lenski, p. 331,
Herberg, p. 257.

The question on social class usually includes a
second "probe” because of the high non-reponse
rate, Conversely, there ies usually less than a
five percent refusal rate on the question regard-
ing religion, This suggests that people do not
generally think of themgelves in class terms but
they readily idéntify themselves in religious
terms,

According to the 1971 Canada Census, Roman Cath-
olics comprise 46.2% of the total population
while the five Protestant denominations being
used here account for 40.7%, a further 2.1% is
made up of other Protestant denominations,

Herberg, p. 217.

A, Siegfried, The Race Question in Canada (Toronto:
McClelland & STewart, 1%906), p. 57.

Qualter, p. 69,
Campbell et al, p. 307.

See Yinger, also J.E, Faulkner and G.F. Dedong,
"Religiousity in 5-D: An Empirical Analysis® in
Social Forces, Vol 45 no, 2 (Dec 1966) for a

more detalled description of this measure, Briefly
Yinger proposes five dimensions of religion: belief;
practice; experience; knowledge; and consequences,
Faulkner and DeJong test C, Glock's five indicies

of religiousity (C. Glock, "On the Study of Religious
Committment,"” Religious Education #42 (July-Aug

1962) pp., 98-110 , which Include: experimental
(feeling, emotionS; ritualistic (religious behaviour);
ideological (beliefs); intellectual (knowledge); and
consequential (effects of the secular world on the
previous four).

See Lenski, p. 206, McDonald, p, 143,
Meisel, in Courtney, p. 160.

W.R. Klecka, "Applying Politlical Generations to
the Study of Political Behaviour: A Cohort Analysis,"”
Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol XXXV no, 3 (Fall

1971), p. 358.



62.

63.
6L,

65.
66,
67.

68.
69.

- 34 -

N.B. Ryder, "The Cohort as a Concept in the Study
of Social Change " American Soclology Review,
Vol 30 (Dec 19 55, p. 845,

Ryder, p. 855.

A. Kornberg, J. Smith & D, Bromley, "Some Diff-
erences in the Political Socialization Patterns
of Canadien and American Party Officlals: A Pre-
liminary Report,” Canadian Journal of Political
Science, Vol II no 1 (March 1969), the authors

report finding that party identification occurs

at a later point in life among Canadians as
opposed to Americans. In Canada it occurs around
the age of fourteen. They also state, however,
that

,..s0cial events and conditions seemingly were
more important agents of change in partisanship
and levels of political interest than were
personal experiences, (p. 86).

Ryder, p. 845,

Regenstreif, p. 1.

These people are defined as those who do not bage
their party preference on religious grounds. Of
course it is not possible to distinguish which
individuals these are so it is necessary to use
the group norm as an indicator,

McRae, p. 243,

Herberg, p. 13, he makes this statement in refer-
ence to immigrant's children,
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All religions possess a number of common char-
acteristics, First, they are all social phenomenon,
that 1s, they all involve groups of men, Seéond, they
are sysfema of belief which are accepted on the grounds
of faith and not on empirical or logical demonstration,
Third, all rellgions provide meang by which men seek to
cope with the basic problems of human existence,
Different denominational affiliation therefore provides
the individual with the opportunity to associate with
gsegregated groups and to hold differing beliefs about
various forms of sociasl interaction. It ls difficult,
however, to distinguish between these two aspectis--
gocial interaction and beliefs--as they tend to be
mutually reinforecing.

Why is religious affiliation such an lmportant
determinant of voting behaviour in Canada? Canadian
political history, like many countries in the westerm
world, revolved around the existence of an extensive
religious cleavage} History books often point to the
important role of the churches, particularly the
Catholic church, in the pre-Confederation and early
years of Canada's nationhood. The social atmospheré
of those times reflected an unbridgeable cleavage
between the British and French Canadians. Historians
attribute the role of the Catholic church to

...keep the French Canadians submissive, loyal,

and calm. In return, the English government has

left it almost free to exercise its authority

just as it may please in the Catholic part of
the colony...2
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The importance and magnitude of influence that the
Catholic church had during these years cannot be
fully appreciated today but is related in the texts
of The Race Question in Canada by Andre Siegfried and

Rioux and Martin's French Canadian Soclety. These books

portray the extenslive influence of the Catholic church
in all aspects of (particularly French-) Canadian lives.
It is apparent from these readings that the Catholic
church fully expeéted to be involved in politics as
indicated by one bishop's letter,
It is impossible to deny that politics and
religion are closely allied and that the sep-
aration of church and state is an absurd and
iminous doctrine,3
On the other hand complete separation of religion and
gtate amongst the Protestant clergy was the accepted
norm rather than exception. Siegfried relates
It must be said, however, that the Protestant
parsons and minigters do not as a rule take an
active part in the elections...They rarely take
up a position as a body on the side of either

party.4
1

In contrast Catholic priests and blshops would take
gides in open pulpit and ".,.patronize one candidate,
condemn another, give orders, issue prohibitions, and
even go 8o far as to have recourse to the weapon of
refusal of sacraments..."5 An indication of the power
of the Catholic_church over its members, which is
difficult for a nen-Catholic to understand and equally
difficult for many Catholics to comprehend, is reported

by Siegfried,
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An elector who is at heart a Catholic and who is
anxious %o obey his bishop cannot say, 'This is my
own opinion and I must vote according to my con-
gscience', and go egainst the order of his bishop
without sinning grieviously and rendering himself
unworthy of the sacraments...The personal opinion
of a voter is not his good conscience if not in
conformity with the wishes and instructions set
forth by the bishops in\ﬁheir pastoral, 6
Why was the Catholic church so concerned with polltics
durifig the late 1800's? In particular they were afrald
of the growth of liberalism, its social ramificaticons
ag well as a diminuation of the power of the Church,
One curé reportedly stated that liberallsm resembled a
. ..serpent in the earthly paradise which creeps clese
to men in order to bring about the fall of the human
race.“?

The Catholic church strongly favoured the Con-
gervative party during the early years of Confederation,
They perceived the Liberals, or Rouges, as an anti-
clerical party which would destroy the pogition of
authority the Church then enjoyed. This feeling ran so
deep that Siegfried reports a curd gstating, from the
pulpit, that to vote for the Liberal party was to vote
against himself, the bishop and even the Pope?

The events leading up to the election of 1896,
which, incidentally, happened to be the year that secret
balloting was instituted, greatly changed the alignment
of voters, The issue of the Manitoba Schools Act brought
about vehement reaction by the Catholies who thought
that their rights to separate schooling was being
impinged upon. The matter was brought before the federal

government for disallowance, however, the election of
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1896 was called before it was dealt with, perhaps pur-
pasely, by the Conservatives, The appeal of Laurler to
the electorate and his policies of provincial autonomy
won great support at this time., Once elected he saw to
it personally that the Schools Questlop wes alieviated

in Manitoba., In 1905, however, the Northwest Territories
Schools Act brought the same issue before the politicians
and it was Laurier who brought in the amendment to the
British North America Act which states "...Nothing in

any such Law shall prejucially affect any Righj or
Prifilege with respect to Denominational Schoolsg”
(section 93 (1)).

Phe Catholic church obviously had to reconciliate
itgelf with the Liberal party, accepting the fact that
Laurier himself was a Catholic, and resigned themselves
to abstention from direct involvement in politica. The
Catholic laity saw the Liberal party as the defenders
of provincialism and their rights to thelr own schooling
which was, and still is, very lmportant to them.

This suggests that either Catholics Qere able to
break away from the influence of their clergy under pro-
tection of the secret ballot, or, the clergy did 1little
to discourage their members from voting Liberal in 1896
in light of the Conservative®s action, The only data
available in recent years indicates that the Catholic
clergy vote Consefvative in accordance with their
theological tenets although they do not actively or
openly influence their membera? What factors can account

for the behaviour of Catholics then?
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Religious affiliation can be related to voting
behaviour in two ways, First, religious denominations
can manifest themselves into cohesive groups at election -
time through the process of social interaction and
‘feinforcing beliefs. In other words, social interaction
with members of one's féith may provide an avenue through
which an individual can relate to politics. This concept
of reference groups is based on the theory that indiv-
jduals have linkages to other individuals of which some
characteristic is an indicator%o Obviously a person
belongs to more than one reference group, Depending on
the political context of the country different reference
groups can be expected to be of more or less importance}1
Meigel suggests that in Canada

Membership in a church enables the individual to

be identified with certain groups in society which

presumably share a similar outlook on the secular
problems surrounding them.12

He further suggests that the group aspect of religion
help somg people deci&e how to vote at election time%3
Butler and Stokes argue that an individual may support
a party because he perceives a positive bond between

b They also

his reference group and a political party%
gtate that while some individuals form a positive bond -
with their own reference group others, alternatively,
may develop a2 negative identification with the opposlte
reference group}5 It may be then that the social cleav-
age between French and English in Canada was accentuated

when the school igsue came before the electorate. This

not only formed a positive bond between French-Catholics
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and the Liberal party but also\English-Catholics and, .
in addition, a negative bond bdtween Protestants and

the Liberal party. While the religious involvemeﬁt of
Protestants in politics was relatively small in comparison

to that of the Catholics, they may well have developed

a negative perception of Catholic involvement. This

 is consistent with Meisel's findings in Kingston where
twenty-five percent of the Protestants cited anti-French

1

or anti—Cathblic reasons for voting Conservative.6 In

this vain it may be, as McDonald suggests, that religlous

denominations in Canada are in effect interest groups

and that they see different parties advancing their goals}7

Alternatively, the relationship between rq}igion
and party preference may be based on,. the beliefs and

values which the chyrches espouse, thereby affecting

18

one's perception of events, In this respect religion

may be very important because .

Ultimate values, with thelr implications for
conduct derive their meaning.,.from the kind
of relationship the group believes to exist
between its members and thelr delties or other
objects of religious faith.19

BTy
It may be thel that the coﬁbeptsigf right and wrong
obtained from the church will be applied to the policy
outputs of the government?o This may be true of the
Schools Question, The Catholic church, which is
basically conservative in its orientation, perceived
the Conservative government pursuing liberal policiés.
However, this waé more true in a social genge than a

theological sense, In a predominantly Christian society

the perceptions of right and wrong are likely to coincide
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to a large degrede among members of differing denomin-
ationsg. Different perceptioné are more likely to be of
the nature which directly relate to the differing
practices or inétitutioné'of the denominations. Hence,
I féel that reiigion is more likely to he related to
politica through group-based aspects rather than a
.function‘of differing beliefs or theological tenets.
The two are, though, highly reinforcing., Paradoxically,
it is worth noting, that the greater the segregation
of soclety along religious lines, the stronger the
feelings are expected to be yef accommodation takes
place at the elite level, It is when the elites lose
the support of the mass that conflict develops between
the people themselves?’1 N
What is the nature of the relationship between
religion and politics and to what extent does it exist?
Table 2.1 indicates, as do most other Btudies?2 that
there is an overwhelming tendency on the part of
Catholics to support the Liberal party. The low amount
of support that Catholics afford the Conservatives is
likely a continuing reflection on that party‘'s image
stemming from their past policies regarding the school
igsue and conscription., Hence, this argument is a
cyclical one. The Conservative party cannot attract
Catholic support because of their past image and Catholics
will not support the Congervatives for the same reasdn.
‘The data also suggesta that Cathelics are more reluctant
than Protestants to support the New Democratic Party.

At the other political extreme, Catholics are more
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Teble 2.1

I
Party Preference by Rellglon--Merged Data Set, 1965,

1968, 1974.
Party
Religion
Lib PCon ~ NDP sc % N
Cathollc 67,0 15.7 9.9 6.7 100 2881
Protestant  40.0 41.6 15.3 3.1 100 3404
X2 = 654,0 p ¢ 0.001

V = 0.323
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3
willing than Protestants to support the Social Credit

party but this is likely attributable to the regionsl
orientation of the Socreds to Quebec,

Protestants do not appear to be influenced by
their religious affiliation to the same degree as Cath-
olics, since their behaviour lacks the homogeneity.
There is a near even split between supporters of the
Liberal and Conservative party, indicating no clear
preference, They do, however, give a substantial amount
of support to the NDP perhaps because of the conceptual
link between Protestantism and progressive economic
doctrines?3 Protestanté give very little support to
the Social Credit party, probably because of the afore-
mentioned regional orientation of this party even though
it ig, or has been, a strong political force in two of
the western provinces,

At this aggregate level of analysis it is clear
that Catholics display very cohesive behaviour whereas
the Protestants do not. There may be a number of
reasonsg or alternative explanations for this.

I

First, the authors of the American Voter suggest

that the proximity between a group and politics will
vary according to the frequency with which the group
has been seen to take a political position in the

past?u

As evidenced earlier the Catholic clergy con-
sidered religion to be an integral part of an individual's
total 1life and did not hesitate to become involved in

politics. More importantly, issues directly pertaining
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to0 the Catholic church became a polifical issue,
Engelmann and Schwartz argue that the school question
provides a continuing focus for religious differencas?5
Schwartz further suggests that the separate school
gystems contribute to the saliency of religious divis-

26 presumably through socialization. Protestants,

ions
on the other hand, have delineated in the past between
religious and political behaviour, The political events
which occurred did not directly affect them, It may
well be then that Protestants don't identify with politics
along religious lines whereas Catholics do,

This line of reasoning is all linked to the concept
of party images. The Liberal party has an image of
being 'federalist’ oriented as opﬁosed to the Conservative
party which is generally viewed as being ‘centralist’
oriented. The Liberal party was seen, and is still
considered, as more likely to protect the rights of the
Catholic denomination. The Conservatives have a history
of impinging on these rights, This would explain the
Catholic electoral behaviour, Protestants, to whom
religion does not appear to be a salient political
dimension, may be equally attracted by a federalist and
centralist policy orientation and, hence, the reasons
for their voting behaviour,
II

A gecond explanation of the cohesive behaviour of
Catholics is their general overall religiousness, in all

genses of the term, Qualter states

Religion raises even more complicated questions
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in that we live in a culture in which there are
certain strong, but far from universal or binding
pregsures to make some formal declaration of
adherence to some religious denomination., The
pressures are less strong in requiring a person
to behave in complete consistency with the social
and theological tenets of the declared faith, A
person's gtatement of religion therefore is only
a very approximate indication of hig actual religious
beliefs or practices.27?
How might one go about determining whether the electoral
behaviour displayed by Catholics and Protestants is
actually a function of religiousity and not simply
religion? According to Lenski's definition of religion
there are three attributes which contribute to the
strength of confessional attachment, The first of these
is the practice of worship, The most common and readily
available indicator of overt religious behaviour is that
of church attendance, Table 2.2 shows that there is a
high correlation between religion and church attendance,
Nearly three-quarters of the Catholics as compared to
fewer than one-third of all Protestants are regular
church attenders (defined as twice a month or more),
Others have reported similar findings which support thesge
results, Lenski reported that 70% of the Catholics and
3%: of the Protestants indicated having attended church

8

in the past week® Herberg states that 62% of the Cath-

(;flics and 25% of the Protestants in his sample answered

AN

L

that they attend church every week?? The higher attenad-
fénce rates of Catholics would indicate that this aspect
of religion is more jmportant to them than it is for

Protestants and, indeed, church attendance is almoest a

gocialized norm for Catholics. Protestants, as children,
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Table 2.2

Chur&h Attendance by Religlon--Merged Data Set, 1965,

1968, 1974.
. Church Attendance
Beligion
Attender Non-Attender % N
Catholic 73.4 26.6 100 3712
Protestant 30.3 69.7 100 4070
X2 = 1445,6 p ¢ 0.001
vV = -0.431
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do not attend church, but, instead,.attend Sunday
School. -

Can this aspect of religion account for the co-
hesive voting behaviour of Catholics? Obviously a
group in which an individual participates can more
eagily exert pressures on him to conform to its norms
and expectations as opposed to those who do not par-
ticipate?o Therefére. at the aggregate level, the

Catholic church would appear to have a greater influence

with regard to its members than do the Protestant

churches in so far as the regular congregation of a

majority of members fosters-a common soqial and political
outlook,

If, as I mentioned, church attendance is a social-
ized practice for Catholics then it cannot be considered
an overall indicator of religiousity. On +the other hand,
it is an.overt and observable behaviour and simply be-
cause most Catholics attend church does not invalidate
its importance as one aspect of religiousity?1

Therefore, church attendance may be considered
an appropriate measure of one form of religiousity.

One can fully expect, then, that the greater the degree

"of involvement in a group by an individual the greater

its influence will be on him 2 and that this would be
reflected in the strength of the bond between the group
and party preference., On the aggregate level this is
geen to be true, Catholics, mostly church goeré, tend
to supporf a single party whereag Protestants, who are
generally not church goers, are not as unified in thelr

(////'(
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political behaviour, The problem of "multicollinearity”
therefore makes it difficult to disentangle cause and
effect, or, possibly two causes, The correlation coef-
ficients in table 2,3 do indicate that church attenders
are more likely to vote in accordance with their relig-
ion. However, on closar inapection of the tablesa, church
attendance does not account for the relationship between
Catholics and the Libéral party. The fact.that this
meagure does digeriminate between the behaviour of Pro-
tegtants, in relation to Conservative support, suggests
that it is not a "bad" measure but that church attend-
ance does, in fact, play a different role for Protestants
than for Catholics,

The mest interesting and, perhaps, significant finding
in table 2.3 is that the New Democratic Party does sub-
stantially better among non-church goers of both denom-
inations than 1t does among the attenders. It may be
that the conservative tendencies (in relation to the NDP)
among people are reinforced by weekly church attendance,
An overall decline in the rates of church attendance will,
therefore, be very important to the future of thls party.

According to Lenski's definition of religion a
gsecond dimension of religiousity is the strength of rel-
igious beliefs. One indicator of this would be resgponses
10 questiong on social and moral issues. Dealing with
questions such as these can be difficult in surveys 8o
often polls will only ask for a respondent's opinion on
a single issue. Thé only available questions on moral

issues were in recent Gallup polls and tapped attitudes
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Table 2.3

Party Preference by Bellglon Controlling for Church

Attendance—-Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 197k.

ATTENDERS
Party
Religion
Lib PCon NDP 5C %
Ccathollc . 6B.6 156,73 R.0 7.1 100
Protestant 383.8 49,5 3.9 1.9 100
X% = 438.3 p < 0.001
v = 0.368
NON-ATTENDERS
catholic 65.1 14,1 15.1 5.7 100
Protestant 40.6 37.9 17.8 3.7 100
X2 = 438.0 p < 0.001
v = 0.239

o

2160
1077

708
2323
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towards birth control and abortion. The data in table
2,4 and 2,5 indicate that no significant differences
exist in the voting behaviour of those holding opposing
views, The manner in which the questione were posed may
have led some respondents to interpret the questions
sub jectively, Tﬁat is, a Cathollc may have inferred
from "birth control® the rhythm method and from "abortion”
when the mother's life is in danger. I don't believe
that much emphasis can be put on this point as extensive
media coverage has stressed various forms of birth con-
trol and abortion on demand. In regards to these two
issues Catholics are nearly as "liberal” as Protestants
and differences in attitudes on these social issues
are not strongly linked to party preferences.,

A second methed of approaching this dimension
of religiousity would be to ask questions directly.-rre-
lated to religious activities and beliefs. An example
of this is Herbérg's study in which he used questions
reé;rding the belief in God, or the Bible as God's work
as a basis for determining that Catholics were more
religlous than Protestants?3 Lenskl used a battery of
questiona dealing with belief in God, Jesus, and
Heaven or what he calls religious "orthodoxy"?4 Charles
Glock developed five attributes of religiousity based
on ideological, ritualistic, experiential, intellectual
and consequential dimensions?5 Faulkner and DeJong tested
Glock's scales on uhiversity students and found that
the consequential dimension (based mainly on attitudinal

guestions towards religion) correlated the lowest with
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Tdﬁﬂe 2.4
Party Preference by Rel¥glon Controlling for Attltude
Towards Birth Co@trol--CIPO. June 1975. .
IMM%BAL
Religion EE%%%
Lib PCon NDP sC % N
Catholic 57.1 25.7 2.9 14.3 100 70
Protestant 17.56 58.8 17.6 5.9 100 17
X% = 14.9 p<0.05
v = 0,414 .
HMORAL
Cathollc 57.1 16.2 15.4 11.2 100 259
Protestant  35.0 1.3 16.4 2.3- 100 311
X2 = 72.5 p< 0.05
VvV = 0.357
Table 2.5

Party Preference by Rellglon Controlling for Attitude
Towards Abortion--CIP0O, Sept 1975.

IMMORAL
Party *
Rellglon
Lib PCon NDP sC )4 N
Cathollc 66.1 13.4 12.5 8.0 100 112
Protestant 44,6 3.9 18.1 2.4 100 83
X2 = 17.3 & " p<0.05
vV = 0.298
HORAL
Catholic 67.1 13.8 11.8 7.2 100 152
Protestant  46.7 36.4 15.6 1.3 100 225
X2 = 33.3 .p<0.05

vV = 0.297
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the other four dimensions reflecting, in their -opinion,

a qualitatively different measure of religious involve-

)ment?é The ideological dimension was "unmistakeably of

pervasive importance."3? The ritualistic scale was
ranked in the centre of the overall religiousity dimen-
sion and included questions on 1) time spent reading

the Bible And other religious literature, 2) church
attendance, 3) the possibility of developing a well
rounded religious life away from the institutional church
and 4) having a cholce between a religious or civil
marriage ceremony, Yinger proposed a similar five dimen-
slon scale of religiocusity of which beliefs was a

central element.j8 Not paving any such measures available
I will use a question on the 1974 election study which
asked respondents to give a subjective rating of their
religiousity. 28.3% of the Catholics as comparéd to

8.9% of the Protestants considered themselves very rel-
igious while 16,5% versus 36,4 of the Catholics and
Protestants respectively considered themselves not very
raeligious,

Table 2,6 shows that the strength of subjective
reiigiousity does differentiate between the voting
behaviour of Catholics and Protestsnts, This is
consistent with Lenski's findings that orthodoxy was
a distinguishing characteristic. McDonald also reports
finding that thia dimension of relligiocusity differ-
entiates strongly between the voting behaviour of
Cathqlics and Protestants?9 It is apparent, %hen, that

thoge individuals who consider themselves most religious



Table 2.6

Party Preference by Religion Controllling for Strength .
of Subjlective Rellglouslty—;National Election Study,
1974,

VERY RELIGIOUS

Party
Religion
Lib PCon NDP SC % N
catholic 71.2 . 13.7 5.3 9.7 100 206
Protestant 42,5 hg.6 11.9 0.0 100 75
x2 = 43,0 p< 0.01
v = 0.391
FAIRLY RELIGIQUS
Catheolic 68,7 16.5 9.3 5.4 100 425
Protestant  39.9 L7.8 11.4 0.9 100 450
%% = 114.9 p < 0.001
v = 0.362
NOT VERY RELIGIOQUS
Catholic 61 .4 14.8 1h.1 9.8 100 128
Protestant  42.2 40.2 16.5 1.1 100 283
X% = 42.5 p < 0.01



- 55 =,

-

algo tend to vote in accordance with their religious
group moreso'than do less religious persons. Whilg

this is an imporfant finding it deesn't explain the
strong relationship bptﬁeen religion and party prefer-
ence which still exists for the least religious persons,
Finally, it is of interest to once again point to the
relationship between subjective religiousity and support
for the NDP which, agaln, is stronger for the less
attached within both denominations.

The third dimension of religiousity is that of
involvement in the religlious subcommunity. The appeal
of the Liberal party to the Catholics may be related
to tﬁ; "inner cohesivéﬁess" of fhe CAtholic subcommunity40
Fo named by Lenski to refer to extended family and

close friends of an individual, He sgtates
The network of primary relations, which we have
called the religious subcommunity, vastly in-
creases the degree of inter-action among group
members, It greatly facilitates the indoctrin-
ation of the young in the norms and standards of
the association, and contributes to their enforce-
ment among adults, 41
Lenski, therefore, differentiates clearly between the
<;gsociational aspects of religion (church attendance
and beliefs} and the communal aspecté, or’social inter-
action with members of the same faith, He states that
the church tends to be more responsive to the moral
aspects of politics while the subcommunity responds

L2

more to issues of class and status.” Both Lenski and

Meisel argue that the pull of the sﬁbcommunity is

stronger than the puli of the church":"3
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While Lenski feels that the subcommunity is the
important instrument for extending the influence of
religion in the life of the communitxuu associational

and communal aspects of religion tend to be mutually

reinforcing for Catholics, "A high degree of lnvolve-

ment in the Catholic church was positively correlated
with a high degree of involvement in kin groups."45
Lenskil found that 60% of the Catholics who attend
church regularly visit relatives at least once a week
whereas Catholics who do not attend fegularly were less
likely to visit relatives (45%). On the other hand, an
inverse relationship exigts for Protestants, Of the
church attenders, 4#3% vigited relatives once a week
while 51% of the non-attenders reported visiting rel-
atives weekiy. Lenski concludes that ties with the
extended family among Protestants are generally much
weaker than for Catholicsﬁéparticularly for the church
attenders, He feels that the role of the extended
family is much greater among Catholics and that the
sectarian tendencies among Protestants actually operate
to weakeﬁ family and kin group ties?7 The extended
family and subcommunity is fhe group around which
Catholicism revolves, among Protestants it is the
individual.

As previously mentioned: the subcommunity inclﬁdes
both the extended family and an indiyudual's friends,
both of which tend to be religiouslﬁ homogenous. When
this is the case these groups function as subunits of

48

the religious denomination.” It may be this aspect of
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a Catholic's environment which leads them to support
the Liberal party. Lenski found in the United States
that the more involved an individual was in the Catholic
gubcommunity the more likely he was to prefer the
Democratic party%9
The only appropriate measure of subcommunity
involvement was a question on the 1968 data set referring
to the proportion of friends which the respondent
eatimated were of the same religion. The answers were
dichotomized into those having half or more of their
friends of the game religion and those having less than
half of their friends belonéing to the same deriomination.
Nearly ninety percent of the Catholics as compared to
slightly less than three-quarters of the Protestants
fell into the first category, indicating the relative
homogeneity of the Catholic subcommunity. The data in
table 2.7 does not suggest that this measure of sub-
community involvement distingulshes between the behaviour
of Catholicg. While the correlation coefficients vary
according to involyement in the gubcommunity (Vv = 0,325)
or not (V = 0,184) this is & function of the Protestant
vote. Clearly, interaction by Protestants mahifests it-
self at the po%}s in terms of a Conservative party
preference, _Fér Catholics it may be, as Siegfried points
out50 that Cétholica are surrounded by a close netﬁork
of ecclesiamstical influences which it is almost impossible
to escape. )

This may not be the most appropriate measure of

subcommunity activity since the degree of interaction
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Table 2.7

Party Preference by Religlon Controlling for the
Proportion of Frilends Having the Same Rellgion--
National Election Study, 1968.

50% OB MORE
. Party
Religion
Lib PCon NDP e £ N
Ccatholic ~68.5 17.7 7.1 £.7 100 819
Protestant  U42.6 42.9 12.7 1.7 100 699
X% = 160.2 p< 0.001
v = 0.325
LESS THAN 50%
Catholle 69.5 14,3 14.3 1.9 100 105
Protestant - 51.3 29.5 16.2 3.0 100 234
2 _
X% = 11.5 p = 0.009

’

Vv = 0.184

T
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with one's friends may vary and, second, it ignores the
role of the family. Lenskl reports that Catholics
expressed a preference for relatives over friendB.S1
Another method of measuring involvement in the
religious subcommunity is by the level of activity in
religioﬁs groups. McDonald found that this had the
gtrongest association with voting in her study?z
Again using 1968 data it is posslible to test whether
activity in a Church or Parish group 1nfluences voting
behaviour. The correlation coefficients for religious,
yoting are listed below.

Correlation Coefficients for Religion and Vote by
Activity in a Church or Parish Group.

v N

Very Active 0,418 174
Falrly Active 0.375 153
Not Very Active 0,366 58
Not a Member 0. 300 1599

While there is some differentiation between activity
in church groups even thoﬁe who do not bélong to a
group (the vast majority) display a relatively high
level of religious voting, ,
. The various measures of religiousity have not

: been.able to fully account for the correlation between
denomination and party preference, Of the three dimen-
gions of religlousity subjective beliefs and membership
in church groups differentiated the greatest between
voting behaviour, These people may be better informed

or simply relate religion more directly to politics as

compared to those who only attend church, What is clear
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is that simple identification with their religion is a
stronger determinant of voting behaviour for Catholics
than for Protestants and that the-strength of the
identification has relatively little influence for

either dap&mination. Herberg states

For being a Protestant, a Catholic, or a Jew
undersatood as the specific way, and increasingly
perhaps the only way, of being an American and
locating oneself in American soclety, It is
gomething that does not in iteelf necessarily
imply actual affiliation with a particular
church, participation in religious activities,
or even the affirmation of any definite creed or
belief; it implies merely identification and
gocial location,. 53

I11
A third explanation of the voting behaviour in

Canada, and is most often congidered the dominant force,

ig ethnic background, Schwartz suggests that the

+

importance of religion in Canadian voting behaviour,is
",...reinforced for the majority of Catholics by the
possesgion of a common language and territory."54 Siegfried
argues that English and Protestant are synonomous terms

in Canada even though there are many English-Catholics

(but few French--Protestants).S5 Herberg suggesis that the
Catholic church is conceived as an over-all institution
embracing and respresenting the major ethnic groups

while Protestants are basically English in background?6

It is most important then to investigate these claims

‘to determine whether religious voting is a function of

ethnicity.
Ethnicity, or linguistic differences, is certainly

the most visable cleavage within Canadian society.
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The high correlation between ethnicity and religion is
often pointed to as the vexplanation" for religlous based
voting. In particular it is suggested that the over-
whelming number of Liberals elected in French-Canadian
constituencies creates a false statistical relationship
between Catholics and Liberals. On the other hand, the
Consérvative party is often viewed as the party of the
English which promotes predominantly British values,
Alford states '

Les deux races of Canada have shaped the identities
of the political parties.57

Data, however, does not support this theory that the
cleavage is an ethnic one, as seen ln table 2.8, Not
surprisingly a majority of French-sgpeaking Canadians
gpupport the Liberal party. More importantly, however,
is that English-Catholics are more likely than French-
Catholics to vote for the Liberals, It is difficult
to explain why this might be. There is no reason to
believe that English Catholics 'would disapprove of the
Conservative's stand on the schools question less than
French Catholics is one suggestion. It might also be
1linked with factors concerning one's orientation toward
l1ife {as I will argue in the following chapter) or the
gize of the family itself (to be discussed in chapter
four). '
There cannot be any doubt that the high correlation
between religioh and ethnicity in Canada has a mutually
reinforcing effect. The visibility of linguistic

differences operates to compound the impression that
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Table 2.8

Party Preference by Ethnic-Religlous Group*-- Merged
Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

Parﬁ
Ethnic-Relligious N
Group
Lib PCon NDP 3C % N
English-
Cathollic 69.2 16.4 12.9 1.4 100 97
French-
tatholic 65.9 15.2 8.5 10.4 100 168
English- . )
Protestant 39.8 1.9 15.2 3.1 100 328
2
X~ = 739.2 p< 0,001
v = 0,249

# Prench-Protestants excluded dué to low number of
cases (14).
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there 1s an ethnic voting cleavage. However, regardless
of the French-Canadian vote, which one might argue |
succegsfully is based on a dimension other than reliéion
%herd 1s still a denominational cleavage among the
Engligﬁ-speaking'Canadians. I feel there is, however,
adequate justification for including French-speaking
reapondents in the followlng’analysis.
IV

Compounding the problem of multicollinearity between

religion and ethnicity is the regional structure of Canada

N

~and the grouping of a large portion of Catholics in
Quebec, In addéition to this Alford reports that the
Importance of the religious factor was greatest in the
older provinces and least in the newer provinces?8 It
is necessary, therefore, to ensure that the phenomenon
being investigated is a natioﬁal one and that differing
patterns do not exist in the various regions. This is
done in table 2.9. It shows that, although there is
some variation, the same pattern is evident for all
regions of Canada. The Catholic‘vote'for the Liberal
party 1s low in the regions in which the Liberal party
tends to be organizationally weak, ILikewisge, the
Protestant support for the Consar;ative party drops in \“\\nH,//
those areas in which that party is generally wenk,
Overall, it is apparent that the strength of the minor
parties is very important in determining the nature

df rql@éfbus voting in Canada, The Social Credit party
appears to be successful in atiracting Catholic voters

in Quebec and Protegtant voters in B.C. The NDP is

A
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Table 2.9

Party Preference by Rellglon Controlling for Reglon-—-
Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

MARITIMES
Party
Religion
Lib PCon NDP sc % N
Cathollc 65.8 31.0 3.0 0.2 100 209
Protestant  41.0 54,3 L.y 0.3 100 336
X% = 31.7 p < 0.001
. V = 0.240
UEBEC
Catholic 65.5 14,8 A.4 11.7 100 1614
Protestant  60.5 27.4 8.3 3.8 100 157
X% = 22.3 p < 0.001
Vv = 0.110
ONTARIO
Catholle 78.6 9.0 ' 12.4 0.0 ygo 748
Protestant 42,2 h2.5 15.3 0.1 100 1736
X% = 314.5 p< 0.001
vV = 0.360
PRAIRIES
Cathollc 53.5 29.6 12.7 h.2 100 213
Protestant 31.2 47.8 15.8 5.2 100 619
X% = 35.0 p<0.001
V = 0.210
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Catholic 53.6 19.6 24,7 2,1 120 97
Protestant  34.9 28.2 23.2 11.7 100 556
2
X" = 15,7 p= 0.001

Vv = 0.160
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relatively successful in attracting voters of both
denominations in varying degrees in all regions of
Canada, This suggests, and I will investigate thls
more thoroughly in chapter four, that the third or
more secular parties are directly related to a decline
in the strength of religious voting.

It is Ontario where the Liberals are able to
attract most of the Catholic vote and not Quebec, Con-
versely it is in the Maritimes where the Conservative
support is gneatest among Protestants., Not coineid-

entally, in the latter case, the third party structure

ig the weakest, Only in the Prairie region, where the

Liberal party is weak do the Conservatives attract‘any-
where near the number of voters, elther Catholic or
Protestant, that it does in the Maritimes. /

| On a provinfial basis the results are very sim-
ilar to the regional findings, Onlyrin one case, New~

foundland, can a different pattern be found. In this

province Catholics give more support to the Conservative

party than they do to the Liberals as shown in table

2,10, This is likely related to the issue over education

when Newfoundland entered Confederation in 1949, At that

time the Conservatives, not the Liberals, supported the

parochial school system?9 Reglional groupings of the pro-

vinces, however, permit statistical analysis of the tables

and generally reflect similar pptterns,
While the regional variations are important to

bear in mind I feel that it is possible to discuss a

national voting pattern in relation to religion and party

preference, ~
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Table 2.10

Party Preference by Rellglon 1n Newfoundland--Merged
Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974,

Party
Rellgion
Lib PCon NDP sc 4 N
Catholilc L6.2 51.9 1.9 0.0 100 26
Protestant 52.8 45,13 1.9 0.0 100 53
J
X2 = 0.32 not significant

Tou
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Table 2.11

Beta Coefficlients for the Regression of Religlon,
Church Attendance, Ethnlcity, and Reglon with Lib-
eral Party Vote--Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

Dependent Variable = Llberal Party Vote/Conservative,
NDP, Socilal Credlt

Independent Varilables BETA
Catholic/Protestant | 0.232 %
Prairie/Other -0.022 ##
Quebec/Other 0.017 ##
English/French -0.,014 #=
Maritimes/Other 0.012 =%
Attender/Non-Attender 0.006 ##
Ontario/Other ' 0,004 ##

N = 7184 RZ = 0.064

# gignificant at 0,001

#% not slignificant
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It is apparent that religious affiliation is tﬁe
gtrongest predictor of a Liberal party vote. Using the
1974 data only the same regression was run inéluding
subjective religiousity. As seen in table 2,12 the
importance of the independent vatﬁhblea'chAng but
subjective religiousity is not itgelf a predictor of
Liveral party vote, B

L)
51
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Table 2.12

Beta Coefficlents fur the Regresslon of Heliglon,

Church Attendance, Ethnicity, Reglon and Subjectlve

Religliousity with Llberal Party Vote-~-Natilonal
Election Study, 1974.

Dependent Variable = Liberal Party Vote/Conservative
NDP, Soclal Credilt

Independent Variables BETA
Catholio/Protestant 0.162 =
English/French -0.071 #* P
Pralries/Other -0.071 ##
Ontario/Other ‘ i 6.033 3303t "
Quebeos/Other 0,018 ###
Attender/Non-Attender 0.015 ###
Maritimes/Other 0,009 ##x
Very Religious/Other 0.001 s

N = 1855 R2 = 0.074

. * gilgnificant at 0.001
qﬁ ) ##* gignificant at 0.05
##% not slgnificant

w
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" The development of religious voting is apparently
attributed largely to historical events and the greater
politicalization of Catholics. I have been able to sub-

stantiate that religion in recent elections is a more

important determinant of an individual's voting behaviour
than is ethnicity, religiousity or region,

Regenstreif suggesats that while in some situations
members of different denominations may perceive events
in terms of their church association this is not always
the case, Often religion is simply a reference group for
the general population and while people may not consciously
think of themselves in these tefms their political behav-
lour can often be explained by it} Closely related to
voting behaviour is the concept of party identification
which refers to an individual'g psychological attach-
ment to a party. This is considered the me;;s by which
partisanship continues to exist along religious lines.

Po%}tical events which occur can have the effect
of realigni&g the elector%ﬁe along the social dimension
in conflict.\\The political events directly relatjé to
religion, however, occurred more than fifty.years ago.
The explanation given for the continued existence of
this cleﬁvage is often that of political socializafion;
Because no other issues or events have occurred which
would cause a further realignment of the electorate
children take their political cues from their p&renfs.

To what extent, then, can religious :oting be explained

by the transmission of parential pqr@y\identification

to children? Three aspects of gocialization must be

-
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considered to answgr~this. First, is feligion an unim-
portant dimenéion }or,those who do not take on the same
partisanship as their parents? Secgnd, are the rates. of
socialization the same for both Catholic and Protestant ™.
families? Finally.‘}ﬁ)the rate of transmission of
partisanship uniform for supporters of all political
parties? If the socialization concept is to be struct-
urally sound then religion should not be an important
dimension to those who formulate their own partisah
fdentity and the rates of transmission should, intuitively,
be the same for both religious denominations and for all
parties.

~ The gocialization of children to their parents
partisanship, or "inheritance” can be approached stat-
istically. Before doing so, however, I would like to
investigate, empirically, differences between the up—//”//
bringing of Catholic and Protestant children,

The process of socialization is one in which basic
traits of personality are developed. Attitudes, be-
liefs, goals and behaviour are shaped foremost by the
family yet often manifest themselves later in life in
various institutional contextsg 0f course these instit-
utional and environmgntal surroundings:;such as Sunday
School or mass, school and friends--also contribute to
socialization in the géneral senge. The entire process
is one in which
attitudes and much behavibﬁr are learned, ' They
are acquired by the individual as he reacts to
various stimuli which impinge upon him, These
gtimuli are numerous and complex, acting upon
the individual in the form of visceral drives and

personality needs, and externally in the form of
- socio-environmental influences.3 —

&



While other factors contribute to the process of soclal-
ization the family would appear to be the most important
component. The function of the family, in a socioclogical
senge, is the transmission of general norms of the culture
to the young, The patiterns of behaviour which are handed
from parents to children, and therefore zassociated with

an important gource of authority, persist for a long per%gg
of time even in hostile envirohments?

Very important differences, however, do exist in
the socialization of Protestants and Catholics./)Lenski
suggests that the behaviour of socio-religious éroups
are influenced by religious orientations? He ;fates that

every major religious group develops its own

distinctive orientation towards all aspects of
' life, and that these orientatioﬁE_EfETgﬁﬁaIy__

Influence the daily actions of its adherents...6
Lenski f&und that 62% of the Catholics in his sample as
compared to 32% of the Protestants took an orthodox
stand on a series of questions? McDonald found similar
results in Ontario reporting that orthodoxy was as
gtrongly related to voting behaviour as the social involve-
ment indicies? These findings support McRae's argument
that cleavages in society must be sufficiently intense
and durable to give rise to distinctive outlooks or
orientations towards society?

Therefore, I am arguing that differing life
orientations of Qatholics and Protestants, which are a
function of their upbringing, may be responsible for
the continuing political division, Regenstreif has

argued that it is useful to gee voting behaviour as being
‘ ' A
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conditioned by an individual's set of attitudes,
These attitudes, in turn, are largely the product
of the operation of such forces as family upring-
ing.10 3 /

"It has already been noted11

that Qatholics are more
likely to prefer relativea'over riends and are more
involved in the extended family whereas Protestants have
weaker ties not only with the extended family but also
within the immediate family].'2 Lensk% provides some
remarkable evidence on the differen;es in upbringing, or
gocialization, of Catholics and Protestants, Lensgki
first argues that the behaviour and attitudes of clergy
represent more than personal likes ard dislikes, they
express the values and norms of the grouﬁ% they lead,
Eighty-one percent of the Catholic clergy stressed the
lmportance of obedience over intellectual autonomy

while only 40% of the white Protestant clergy daigll
Thege differences are, indeed, reflegted in the laity,
48% of the Catholics in Lenski's sample as compared to
32% of the Protestants ranked obedience above intellectual
autonomy for their childfen. When confrolling for

class the relationship persisted. ILenski concluded
' ]

These figures clearly indicate that the Catholic
clergy are a major force promoting regpect for
authority in Detroit today. If Catholics are
less often committed to intellectual autonony
than Protestants, this is not so much due to the
influence of class as of the church, 1l
Not surprisingly, Lenski found that intellectual autonomy
was negatively correlated with orthodoxyl> This .is an _
important ffhd;ng given the increasing amount and quality

of education today and the relationship between orthodoxy

-

i
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and party preference,. C”"‘ )
Lenski_;lso asked in his survey whether a twelve

N\\\\*year 0ld should be allowed to decide for himself whether

’or not to attend church or Sunday School, 21% of the
Protestants said yes he should whereﬁs only ?% of the
Catholics repliedlin the affirmative%6 Finally, 38,2% of
the Catholics and onl& 15.2% of the_Protestants condoned
the use of physical punishment for theip children, On
the other hand, 41% of the Catholics and>27%.of the
Protestants would use maté%iai‘rewards to express pleasure
with their chilqren].'7
As children are socialized their behaviour re-
flects not only theilr own needs and demands but mu§£
take into account the needs and demands of others}8
This, apparently, is mereso for Catholics than for Pro-
testantsg, Protestaﬁt children are given more responsib-
- ility, are punished less and rewarded less materially
than are Catholics., This confirms basic notions that
Catholics are more family oriented whereas Prgzestants -
tend to be more individualistic and peer group oriented}9
Lenski concludes of family life that
Given a traditionalistic orientation one would -
expect people to stress the importance of obedi-
ence, Given a rationalistic orlentation one
would expect people to stress the importance of
a child's learning to think for himself,20
Differences in the‘upbrihging and orientation. of children
are, therefore, expected to manifest themselves in the
» Dpolitical as well as social sphere, '
.. Children, then, are subjected to the influence of

their family which operates to affect the perception of

~
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pblitica, party preference and general orientation toward

life, The effect of soclalization is to provide long

~ term stability to the political and social system,

Children adopt their parent's sogial identification such
ag religion, ethnicity and often social class, Therefore,
the attitudes which are apgropriate for the child's

parents are no less appropriate for him‘?1 Given that the

“political relevancy of these soclial factors remain un-

changed then the political preference of an individual's
parents is also appropriate for him,

Many studies have shown that the political pre-
ference of very young children reflects that of their
parents even before they become aware of the pglicies

or leaders?? Hence, a child inherits a political pre-

ference

just as he inherits his church-preference, for

both are part of a general attitudinal structure

that dictates what he "naturally” thinks,23
Such inheritance isg not, hoﬁever, always the case, The
ma jor forces which operate against the inheritance of
partisanship a;es exposure to a different éi;;§"35r1r~
onment, residence in a community in whieh tﬁe dominant
gentiment runs against the parential choice, the experience
of political events that work against the parential party,
or contact with friends and co-workers-predominantly
ldentified with a different party?u .

William Irvine has attempted to explain the per-
petuation of religious voting Btatistically by the use

of a soclialization model, He argues that religion is no

'longer the relevant political dimension it once was, It

= . . @

Y
b
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persists because, and only because, of the process of

socialization of the young to their parent's pﬁrtisan—

ship, Since religion is an ascribed group membership

the correlation between religion and party preference

continues withoﬁt "any necegsary felt connection betweeh

Vthe two."25

Irvine first dichotomized the voters inte *Liberal®

and ‘others', He then divided the electorate into two
groups-- the inheritors and the boqtsfrappers. The

. inheritors are those people who ident}fy with the Liberal
party and rgmember at leﬁst one parent also having a
Liberal party identification, In my analysis I will®

refer to these people as one-parent inheritor526

in order
to distinguish betwgen our resulta, The bootstrappers
are thbse people who supposedly formulated their own
party identificatidn. They inélude Liﬁeral identifiers

whose parents were not or non-Liberal idenﬁéfiers whose
parents were, Again, I will refer Ezsz%s/éroup in my
aﬁ;lysis as one-parent bootstrappers.? L

Using crosstabulation Irvine found that the rel-
ationship_betweep réligion and party identification was
relatively high for inheritors but for bootstrappers it
completely diminished, 'He then concludes fhat religion

is a continuing cleavage for those who have the same

party identification as their parents, which preaumably,

was originally based on’ political events, He infers f?lm .

the data that inheritors, while voting along rellgious
1ines, do not con301ously link politics and religion.

4 number of methodological criticisms can be

)



I cc SR

k]

- 84 -

‘made of Irﬁine's article, First is his construction of

the two groups. Included\in his inheritor cateéory mnay

be persons who are NDP supporters but whose paremts were
Conservatives (since these were aggregated into "others").
Or, there may be persons who are either Liberal or non-
Liberal identifiers but whose parents did not agree on
party identification. Third, bootstrappers included those
who refused to answer or.could‘not remember their parent's
party identification. Indeed, it will be shown, the
inclusion or exclusion of the missing data is critical

to the outcome of the analysis., Fourth, Irvine made a -«
critical assumption about the transmission of religious
norms, He assumes that the religion of the respondent

is the same as his parents'. It is known that family
groups tend to be endogomous which means that interaction
among members of a famlly is among members ‘of the same
faith,; In short, the family group tends to function as

a subunit of the larger and more inclusive religious
group?8 However, important differences, as pointed out,
between Catholic and Protestant asocialization exist,

I have replicated Irvine's analysis utilizing two
distinct groups. First are the "one-parent" inheritors
and "one-parent" bootstrappers which were outlined above,
In order to study the procesé of socialization more
critically I have also constructed the "conformers” and
"non-conformers"”, Conformers are those who remember both
parents as having the same party preference and they, too,
identify with that party. The non-conformers are those

persons who identify with one of the four major parties
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ané remember both parents supporting a different party.
For'example, those regpondents whése parents were both
Congervative and they, too, identify with the Conservative
pafty are cggjormérs. Those persons with Conservative
parents but ’they identify with one of the three other

ma jor pafties are non-cpnformers. Persons whose parents
disagreed on partisanship, or for whom data was missing
for one or both parents, are eliminated from this analysis.
I have, therefore, isolated those politically homogenous
families in which political transmission is expécted to

be higher and deviation mofe difficult, I am, then,

being as strict ms possible in my 0pérationalization of
party tra;smission (i,e, soqialization) with regards to
the conformer group,

Irvine's findings and my replicated ones are pre-
sented in table 3.1, The data for the replicated findings
are taken from the 1965 and 1974 national surveys as the.
1968 sample did not include a question on parential part-
isansghip. The table includes the results for both the
one-parent inheritor and conformer groups, The phi
coefficients are presented for Irvine's results and
Cramer's V for the replicated ones as I am working with
.a four party system and not a dichotomy as Irvine chose,

In all cases the correlation for religlous voting
ig higher among the .inheritor and conformer groups. My
findings indicate.vhowever, that the one-parent boot-
strappers and the non-conformers show a relatively strong

degree of association between religion and voting., Irvine's

elimination of the missing data is, apparently, very



Table 3.1

Correlation Coefficlents Between Religion and Party
Identification--Irvine, Merged Data Set, 1965, 1974.

Irvine Merged Data Set

4 v
. Total Sample 0.21 0.350
Inherltors 0.32 - 04553
Bootstrappers -0,01 0.191
"Conformers - 0.564
Non~-Conformers - 0.193
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important in explaining the diminuation of the coefficient
within that group?9 While soclety is composed of peoplé
who don't remember their parent's party attachment or
won't disclose their own, 1t is best t6 use data from
only those respondents who have anawered all questions in
order to 'draw unbiased inferences. This is not to say
that the elimination of the missing data invalidate
Irvine's findings. The differences in the magnitude of
the correlation for the two groups requires further
analysis.

Irvine's findings led him to conclude that he had
found the source of the continuing religious cleavage

among the Canadian electorate whereas I only found a

‘difference in magnitude, If one assumes that the entire

electorate was once aligned along religious lines then
the high correlation between the inherltor group and
party preference is not surprising. One cannot assume
automatically, though, that religion is not a sallient
cleavage for the inheritors based only on this inform-
ation, |

Inspection of table 3,2 shows that the decline in
the coefficient for the bootstrappers is mainly a
function of the increased Protestant support for the
Liveral party rather than for the Conservative pafty.
While not as strong as the inheritor group, Catholic
support for the Liberal party among bootsirappers is
found, The major difference is to be found in the support
for the two major parties and the third parties. The

inheritor group affords the third parties a total of
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Table 3.2

Inheritance

ONE-PARENT INHERITOR

%
100

100

100

100

Party
PCon NDP SC
12.0 1.9 1.0
50.9 1.7 1.7
376 .4 p «0.001
vV = 0.553
ONE~PARENT BOOTSTRAPPER
10.2 19.4 17.9
22.4 23.5 11.4
262.0 b < 0.001

599
631

324
396
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3.1% of their support whereas bootstrappers offer 36,1%
to the minor partiesn Obviously the fact that the minor
parties were non—exiétant for the ma jority of tge parents
of the present members of fhe electorate obscure the true
relationship., If the two major parties alene are used”
in the analysis, the proportion of Catholice voting Liberal
ig 87.6% for inheritors and 83.7% for bootstrappers--
hardly a substantial difference.

Thie suggests that inherltance of partisanship
may not be the main determinant explaining the perpetuation
of religious voting. What Irvine fails to do is identify
the relative strength of the two groups, to identify

common characteristics of inheritors or to suggest why

transmission of parent al identification takes place among

this group and not the bootstrappers.

There are two avenues which should, intuitively,
be followed., The first is that of religion, Are there
differences in the rate of transmission between families
which are more interested in religion? Second, what is
the effect of parental partisanship and agreement on

partisanship on inheritance?
I. Religion and inheritance

There 1s a slightly stronger tendency for Catholics
to conform to their parent's party identification (71.7%)
than for Protestants (é4,6%). This may, or may not, be
a reflection of different family structures., As seen in
table 3.3 there is equally high probability that a

respondent will have the same religion as his parents.
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Table 3.3

Respondent's Religion by Parent's Rellglon--National
Election Study, 1968.

Respondent's Rellglon

Pafent's Rellglon

Cathollc Protestant % N

Catholic 96.% 3.6 100 1098
Protestant 3.7 56.3 100 1065
X% = 1858.5 p< 0.001 N
;’f \\.

g = 0.928 e



- 91 -

Roughly four percent of each denomination change, usually
a8 a.result of inter-marriage?o However, if the various
Protestant denominations are broken down, quite different
results in regards to religious homogeneity emerge, as
geen in table 3.4, Clearly, then, the high inter-marriage
rate of Protestants as compared to the high intra-marriage
rate of Catholics is likely to have differing effects on
the transmission of religlous and political norms to the
young?1 The authors of the American Voter state that

group sallence depends on the clarity with which a stand-
ard is transmitted and the insistence that accompanies
it?z This is supported by the greater religliousity of
Catholics found in the previous chapter for the more that
psople have internalized the norms of their religious
group the more their actlons reinforce gimilar tendencies
in other members of the family?3 This would be further
gsupported by the following data taken from the 1968

national survey:

Parential Interest in Religion,

Catholic Protestanf-

Very Interested 75.6% 34, 0%
Fairly Interested 17.2 37.8
Not Very Interestéd 7.2 28.2
N = 1238 1140

x2 = 425.1, P< 0,001, V = ,s23

More than three-quarters of the Catholic respondent’s
parents were very interested in religion whereas the

Protestant distribution is nearly equal for all three
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Table 3.4

Proportion of Marrlages Within Denomination--Source:
Canada Year Book, 1972.

Denomination 4 of Marriages
Within Denomlinatlion
inglican 37.4
Baptist 36,7
Intheran 25,0
Preshyterian 25.5
United Church Lg,2
Roman Cathollc 79.4%
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' categories. If, as Nottingham argues,

ingtruction in religious values forms a large part

of the explicit or implicit training of children,..:
and that this instruction takes place at & time when
the personal values of the individuals are being .
formed, guaranteeg at least some degree of consist-
ency between individual values and religious values, 34

a

then the effect is going to be greater amang Catholics,
Unfortunately it is not possiyle to test for parential
interest in religion against inheritance., Conformers are,
however, more likely to be church attenders (58%) than
are non-conformers (45,7%). While the differences are

not too strong it is in direction expected,
II. Partisanship and inheritance

What effect does partisanship have on inheritance?
Conformers are overwhelmingly Liberal supporters (60.1%)
ag compared to Conservative identifiers (34.5%) or the
few NDP or Socred identifiers (5.3% total), Is it pos-
gsible to ascertain more clearly the identity of conformers
and non-conformers? Table 3.5 indicates that non-conformers
are most likely to be persons who had Conservative parents
and who now vote for the Liberal party, Fully 28.2% of
the non-conformers are such p30ple?5 Overall 37.1% of the
non-conformers are Liberal party identifiers. This would
suggest a general movement towards the Liberal party in-
dicating that the high correlation between Catholic con-
formers and the Liberal party may, in part, be a spurious
one, This will be considered in more detail later,

Parental agreement on partisanship is considered

to be an important factor in the transmission of perty
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Table 3.5

Non-Conformer Party Vote by Parentlal Party Identifi-
catlon--Natlonal Election Studies, 1965, 1974,
{total percent)

Non-~Conformers

Parent's Party

Identification

: Lib PCon NDP sC
Lib 3.5 15.8 4.9
PCon 28.2 10.8 3.0
NDP L.,o 0.8 1.9
3C 1.3 0.8 0.0

37.1%

-

28.1 9.9  100%

N = 526



identification and, hence, led to my distinguishing
between one-pafent inheritors and conformers. Yet in
gsociety not all parents agree on partisanship. The
importance of parental agreement, in relation to in-

heritance is seen below,

Correlation Coefficients for Religious Voting

V) N =
Parents Agree on Partisanship 0.384 1647
Parents Disagree on Partisanship . 0.274 220

This suggests that the transmission of pol#tical‘norms
based on a religious dimension is greater among families
which agree. on partisanship, However, almost all parents
agree on partisanship. More importantly table 3.6 shows
that those whoge parents agreed on partisanship are more
likely to be inheritors whereas those whose parents dis-

agreed tend to be bootstrappers.

I have found that there are both religious and
political characterigtics of the family which Irvine
failed to take into account in his model., Religious
voting cannot be explained by a simple dichotomy for it
is a complex function of many attributes of family

 gtructure. I have constructed a model of inheritance as
gseen in figure 3.1. It indicates the proportion of
inheritors and bootstrappers for each combination of
partisan family? Among families in which the parents
agreed on Liberal partisanship 95% of the Catholics as
compared to 73% of the Protestants are inheritors, 79%

of the Protestants and only 39% of the Catholics with
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Table 3.6

Inherltance by Parentlal Agreement on Partisenship--
Natlonal Election Studies, 1965, 1974,

One~Parent Inheritance

Parentlial Agreement
on Partisanship

Inherltor Bootstrapper % N

Parent's Agree 67.3 32.7 100 1871
Parent's Disagree 28,1 71.9 100 270
X = 152.7 p< 0.001
g = 0.269
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Figure 3.1

-
Patterns of Inheritance.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

PCon/PCon PCon/Lib Lib/Lib (Parents)

(185 11 71) d o= 765
/\ /\ /\
AN yd
PCon I1d  Pcon Lib  PCon Lib :
(39.1% £0.9) (19.A%4  80.47 (5.3% 94.7)
_ PROLESTANTS
PCon/PCon . PCon/Lib Lib/Lib {Parents)
(55% 11 34) o= 789
//// N ////\\\\ '///f\\\\
PCon Lib PCon Lib PCon Lib

(79.7%  20.9) (#5.3%  54.7) (27.1%  72.9)

KEY: —————— One=parent lnherltors
—— —— One-parent [Mootstrappers
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parents who agreed on Conservative ldentification can be
classified as inheritors. Among the families of mixed
partisanship one would expect to find a near even split'
between the respondents, This is ciaarly not the case
for Catholics. - Protestants approach the expected norm
although there is a slight preference for the Liberal
party. Over 80% of the Catholics, however, support the
Liberals, -

Inheritance of parental partisanship obviously
is an important component to the perpetuation of rel-
igious voting in Canada, Protestants, however, approach
the socialization norm while evidence presented here
suggest that the Liberal party is still preferred by
most Catholics, regardless of parental partisanshiﬁ%
This would suggest that there are forces external to$¥he
family which operate to draw Catholics towards that
party. Or, there may be forces inherent within Catholic
families, regardless of parental partisanship, which
attract Catholics to the Liberal party. Lenski found the
same phenomenon in Detroit, Regardless of whether the
respondent's father was Republican, Democrat or Indepené
dent the correlation between religion and party preference
persisted3 This was true even when Lenski controlled for
class, He concluded that

religion is something more than an accidental

correlate of party affiliation...These data

strongly suggest that religious affiliation is

an important faetor influencing the party

.affiliation of present-day Americans, 37

Therefore to explain the behaviour of the non-conformers

or one-parent bootstrappers it is necessary to refer to
LN
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. ~a ‘
those conditions earlier mentioned which bring about a

break in the pattern'of‘inheritancen exposure to a dif-
ferent class environment; residence in a community in
which the dominant sentiment runs against the parental
choice; the experience of political events that work
against the parental party; or contact with friends and
co-workers predominantly identified with a different
party; To suggesf which of these is the predominant
force behind non-conformity in Canada would be purely
gpeculative, It may well be a number or a combination
of these factors at work.

The findings in figure 3.1 suggest that for
Catholics religion is a stronger determinant of voting

behaviour than is inheritance. The role of socialization

and partisan inheritance cannot be underestimated how-

ever for it is a major factor contributing to life
orientations and the continuing stability of politics,
Thig fact is borne out by regresslon analysis (table 3.7)
and shows that Liberal parents are a stronger determinant
of Liberal party vote than is religion., On the other
hand, if religion were not still an important correlat§
of voting behaviour then the extent of non-conformi ty
(roughly one-third of all voters) would quickly bring
about & rapid decline in the degree of religious voting,
In this chapter I have considered the electorate
as a whole in my analysis. In the following chapter 1
will consider peer group or cohort socialization as a
component of political change. That is, by considering

the entire electorate I am spaning a period of more than
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Table 3.7

Beta Coeffliclents for the Regresslon of Religloen,

Church Attendance, Ethnicity, Reglon and Parent's

Partisanship with Liberal Party Vote-=Natlcnal
Election Studies, 1965, 1974,

Dependent Varlable = Liberal Party Vote/ Conservative,
NDP, Soclal Credilt

Independent Varlables BETA

Father Liberal/PCon, NDP, SC 0.261#

Cathollc/Protestant 0.116%
English/French 0.0 kst
Ontario/Other 0.080+
Quebec,/0Other 0.054+
Pralries/Other ~0.045+
Maritimes/Other 0.043+
Attender/Non-Attender 0.019+
N = 1073 R2 = 0.149

* slgnificant at 0.001
¥ glgnificant at 0,01
##igignificant at 0.05
+ not slgnificant
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one hundred years (i.e. since the parents of the oldest
membefs of the electorate are included). I now want to
break the electorate into cohorts in order to determine
the extent of religious voting and whether its importance
is diminishing.
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Indeed owing inter-marriage rates are one source
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Lenski, p, 141,
Lensgki, p. 142,
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Evidence from the pfevious chapter suggests that
inheritance of parental partisanship cannot account in
full for the persistence of religious voting since the
early twentieth century. The fact that nearly four of
every ten voters is a "bootstrapper' indicates that the
strength of religiéﬁs voting would decline drastically
if, as Irvine suggests, there is no relationship between
bootstrapper's religious affiliation and party pre-
ference, Indeed, I found that the bootstrappers display
a pattern of partisan attachment not too digsimilar
from the inheritors, In particular, Catholics, regard-
less of parental partisanship, strongly prefer the
Liberal party, It was this evidence which suggested
that forces other than the family were operating to
socialize Catholics and, hence, was responsible for
their Liberal partisanship., Butler and Stokes state
that

The plasticity which renders the young open

to so deep an impress from their parents, also

renders them more open to influences from other

quarters than they will be later, when get in
their adult ways, Many of these influences

are lodged in a wider social milieu of school

or work,1
Therefore, it may be an aspect of the broader social
environment which is responsible for the Catholic's pre-
ference for the Liberal party.

A relationship between a pariy and a group in
scociety can only exist if, first, individuals have a

common experience of which the social characteristic is

an indicator and, gecond, if the parties have a consistent

Bl
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appeal to tho;e é;é&bs of peraonsg When a religlious
issue becomes a political one it would be expected that
religious affiliation would become highly relevant pol-
itically? Likewige, if religlious issues were not pol-
itically relevant then one wouldn't expect to find rel-
igious affiliation to be an important determinant of
voting behaviour, 1In other words, given the opportunity
te vote in accordance to religious issues, denominational
loyalties will become more apparent in voting behaviour?
This suggests that party images and voting behaviour of
individuals tend to mutually reinforeing., Schwartz
argues that Canada doesn't have class based voting be-
cauge we don't have class based parties? Others might
argue that class based parties will not develop until
the soclety has developed along that dimension, This
ralses the quesgtion as to which comes first, voter alig-
nment or the issue éimension the parties take? As
mentioned, the two are mutually reinforcing but rely,

in part, on the ability of the parties to exploit emerg-
ing cleavages within soclety. In a brokerage system of
politics 1t ia difficult for parties to maintain elect-

. oral support and to take a consistent, ideological

etand on social issues. Consequently the voter.alignment
tends to 59 tied more directly to historical party images,
It is for this reason I feel that the future of religious
voting depends heavily on the fortunes of the 'third’

and more secular parties. As for the Liberal and Con-

servative parties their ability to appeal to both Cath-

olics and Protestants is more likely to come about when
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o .
the issues along a different dimension are seen as more

important than religious 1oyalties? The gquestion to be
congidered, then, is how galient is religious affiliation
for politics.in Canada?

The successful transmission ef group political
norms 1is oﬁe factor which contribqtas to the proximity
of the group to politics. In addition, howeve;fhthe
political salience of the group depends upon a height-
ening of awareness of a particular éroup membership at

the time when the individusl is most oriented to the

political world? As the authors of the American Voter

put it

.+ .88 proximity between the group and the world
of politics increases, the political distinct-
iveness of the group will increase. “Or, at the
individual level: as perception of politics be-
comes clearer, the susceptibility of the indiv~
idual member to group influences in political
affalrs increases.9
A specific group membership, then, can be a relevant
political dimension only to the extent that the indiv-
idual perceives a bond between the group and a party at
the time when he is most oriented to politice, This is
generally at the time when one enters the electorate
and votes for the first time, During this peried party
preference is most directly influenced by the actual
events which create political issues, the leaders of the
parties, and the state of the party organizations them-
selves which offer to cope with the issues. The frame

of reference which determines how people react to these

issues, leaders and parties is molded by the people with
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whom the individual associates daily%o While this may
be the members of one's family, the political preference
of people entering the electorate is susceptible to the
pressures of one's peer group. Their political identif-
ication will then refilect th particular éircumaténces
(social and political) surrounding the peer group or,
on a broader scale, all those entering the electorate
during distinct periods of political events, leaders aﬁd
party organization].'1
Kornbergusuggesta that the elections of 1911,
11935, 1958, and 1968, leaders such as Diefenbaker and
Trudeau, and issues such as the schools question and
the conscription crisis have "...probably induced sub-
stantial numbers of Canadians to change their party

identities..."12

One might expect that political events

and Assues to have a greater influence on those people

Just entering the electorate for their party attachments

are less well developed and, hence, they are more open

to new political appeals}3 Butler and Stokes state that
If strong forces move the country towards one of
the parties we can expect these forces to be most
clearly evident in the behaviour of the youngest
volers, on whom the weight of prior loyalties gits
most lightly.14

Periods of political events then form political gener-

ations which are distinct in their behaviour at the polls,

Every cohort has its own ideas, sentiments and values

which coﬁverge; and their actions become "quasi-organized."15

As each cohort enters the electorate?gnd is exposed to

political issues and events, iffgg;}ies the impression
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of this first encounter through 1ife%6 Kornberg suggests

that social events and conditions are more important
agents of political change than are personal experiences%?
Indications of generational importance g “offerred by
Lengki who found that the differences in party support
proved to be the greatest among the oldest respondents

and least among the young].'8

In Holland differences in
age groups have been attributed to the various social,
economic and political conditlons under which the groups
have been socialized].‘9 Irvine reports similar findings
in that those aspects of religious 1ife which contribute
to group mobilization are more effective among the
older?o The focus of this paper, then, shifts slightly
to examining not the persistence of the religious cleav-
age but the potential for political change, of which
cohort differences may be an important element,

To review, briefly, the cohorts were constructed
on the basis of periods of distinguishable political
events or leaders and delineated by the elections of
1935, 1948, 1958, and 1968, Those gntering the elector-
ate before 1935 are members of the "pre-1935" cchort
during which time the political events thought to have
cauged the alignment of voters along religious lines
occurred. Those entering between 1935 and 1947
belong to the "World War Two" cohort aptly named for the
period of economic growth prior to the Second World
War and for the war itself, Third, those turning twenty-

one between 1948 and 1957 are members of the "post-World

War Two" cohort and reflect a period of industrialism
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and a strong two party dominance of politics. Between
1958 ‘and 1967 persons coming of voting age are named
the "Diefenbaker" cohort because of the personal effect
that this man had on federal politics for this period.
Finally, the "youth” or "Trudeau” cohoXt are those
entering the electorate between 1968 and 1974,

Before entering into the cchort analysis it must
be noted that politiecal change is related to age in a
number of ways. The concept of political generations

infers that the distinctiveness of each group is det-

?rmined by their responsiveness to the forces which

‘dominate politics when they enter the electorate?1

These impressions are thoughtAto be carried through
life. However, other factors may influence the pattern
or partisanship within each cohort. These may be ir-
regular birth and mortality rates or the influence of
the "life-cycle" effect, The former will be dealt with
in the ensuing section while the latter will be dis-
cussed within the context of the cohort analysis itself,

The party composition of those in a cchort ent-
ering the electorate may diverge from that of their
parent simply because of differing rates of reproduction
in the various segments of th'g'electorate?2 To illustrate
the efféct of differential fertility rates on party

support we begin with a simple example of fifty

S
Catholic coujles and fifty Protestant couples, all un-
T

deviating frém the "traditional” party preference of

their religious group such that:



Liberal Congervative
N =
Catholic 100 0
Protestant 0 100

Total party % 50 50

According to 1961 Canada Census data the fertility
rates of Catholics and Protestants over fifteen years
of age is 3,5 and 2.4 respectively?3 This is somewhat
higher than the fertility rates which Lenski quotes for
roughly the same time period in the United States
{Catholics 2.7 and Protestants 1.9)?4 Lenski also points
out that the gap between Catholics and Protestants was
wldening?5 Using the Canadian fertility rates the fol-

lowing number of new voters would enter the electorate.

Catholic Protestant
b
50 couples 50 couples
X 3.5 children x 2.4 children
175 new voters 120 new voters

Given an inheritance rate of 70% the overall effect on

party strength among the new voters would be such:

Liberal Conservative
N =
Catholic 122% 53
Protestant 46 84
Total party % 56.9 43,1

# rounded down
) ## rounded up

Therefore the differential fertility rates operate in

| a manner which would inerease the Liberal party strength

ivial B OO
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by roughly seven percent in one generation, assuming
equal inheritance rates for both denominations and that
nothing will occur to upset this pattern. If‘we take
into consideration the differing proportions of "suc-
cessful™ transmission rates by party and religion, as

in chapter three, the effect is even greater.

Inheritance rates

Catholic-Liberal .95
Protestant-Conservative .79
Liberal Congervative
N =
catholic 166 9
Protestant 25 95
Total Party % 64,8 35.2

Phe direct effect of fertility coupled with differential
jnheritance rates is staggering., While the model is
overly simplified this demonstration would indicate
that the Liberal party can expect, on the basis of fert-
ility aloqe, to enjoy an increasing proportion of the
popular vote over a long period of time.

0f course fertility rates are directly related to
differing family sizes. pata from a CIPO survey in
June 1975 indicates that 56.1% of the Protestant families
consist of three or fewer persons while 57.8% of the
Catholics have femilies af more than fhree persons?6

Butler and Stokes suggest that

...beiiefs ag to family size tend in an interesting
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way to be tied to a wider pattern of values

and beliefs, of which political allegiance and

aspirations of social mobility are also party,27
Indeed, family size is very strongly related to the
strength of religious voting in Canada as the following
correlation coefficients indicate,

Correlation Coefficients for Religion and Party
Preference Controlling for Size of Family,

Size of Famil v N

(# of persons¥
1 0,192 62
2 0,306 175
3 0.380 132
4 0,421 164
5 0.426 107
6+ 0.417 100

While many of the above categories have few éases if
they are grouped into three or fewer/four or more
members in a family the results are very similar, Of
those in smaller families the correlation between
religion and party preference is V = 0.299 (N = 371)
while the coefficient rises to V = 0,407 among the

larger familiegs (N = 371). Whether or not the results

]

. Ji
are linear the implications are clear. Members of

larger families tqu to vote more along religious lines
than do members of\ﬁméiiér families, These findings
cannot be attributable to the larger 'family size of
Catholics and smaller gize of Protestant families alone
(mean family sizes are 3.7 and 3.2 respectively).
Lengki argues that the children of larger families are
likely to be at a diéadvantage in the competition for

good jobs, This is because the addition of one extra
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child in a family greatly reduces the chances for any
of the children to get a college educatidn?s If this is
true, then one might expect to find those with higher
education and occupations taking their political cues
from these sources while members of -Jarger families will
be more influenced by the family itself, lacking other
goclal cues,

The significance of differing fertility pates
for political change is seen in table 4,1, Due to dif-
ferential rates of child birth and, perhaps to a lesser
extent immigration, the proportion of Catholics in
the electorate has risen from 40% in the eldest cohort
to nearly 60% in the youngest cohort?9 This means, in
absolute terms, that if the Liberal party can maintain
gupport from 70% of the Catholics in each cohort (reg-
ardless of inhgritance of partisanship), their support

will increasingly grow, Figure 4.1 demonstrates this

point adequately.

Figure 4.1 Fffects of Fertility Rates on
Party SQ?ength
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Proportion of Each Relligion Within Ea
Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

Cchort

Trudeau
Diefenbaker
Post-WWII
WWIIG
Pre-1935

N
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Table 4.1

Rellglon

Cathollc
59.5
55.5

- 48.8
b6.1
Lbo.2

v = 0.122

Protestant
40.5
bh.s
51.2
53.9
59.8

p ¢ 0,001

o
A

100

100

100
100

100

ch Age Cohort--

553
1468

1687
2022
2046
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Simply because of the increased proportion of Catholics
in each cohort the Liberal party will enj6y a direct
increase in support of the magnitude (b-a), Everything
else being equal the Conservative party, by virtue of
the decreasing proportion of Protestants, will lose an
equivalent amount of support?o In terms of political
change, then, the concept and reality of differential
birth rates is a very important one,

Differential ﬁortality rateg may, however, also
contribute to the'process of political change partic-
ularly if the strength of one party is’heavily concen-
trated in the older cohort?1 Butler and Stokes state
that

...1f the oldest age-cohort favour one of the

parties more strongly than the accumulated effects

of the selective mortality would lead one to
expect, then that party stands to suffer unequal
losses due to current deaths. 32 :
On the other hand, Butler and Stokes also point out
that mortality is likely to change the party balance
less rapidly than the entry of new cohorts because of
the speed of the procesa?3 It takes longer for the
effects of a cohort leaving the eiectorate to be felt
than for the impact of a large set of new voters
entering ﬁt once., The fact that there is no discernable
difference in the life span of Catholics and Protestants
suggests that mortality may not be as important a factor
for political change in Canada as is the birth rate.

Does the religious composition of party supporters

vary according to political generations and, if so, in

what direction and magnitude? Among the oldest cohort
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one would expect to find the largeét divergence between
Catholics and Protestants in terms of their voting be-
haviour. Religious voting should decline in the World
War Two cohort as the political importance of religion
declined and the rise of the CCF party might account
for a decline as well, In the post-World War Two cohort,
religious voting may increase because of the strong two
party system during this period, Religious voting is
expected to decline even further in the Diefenbaker
cohort because of the personal appeal of this leader,
I expect to find a large number of Catholics entering
the electorate to have been drawn towards the Conserva-
tive party for this reason, In the Trudeau cohort the
opposite pattern is expected to exist with Protestants
being attracted towards the Liberal party., In addition,
during this latter period the reduction of the voting
age from twenty-one to eighteen could mean an lncrease
of Liberal support within this bloc of new voters?4

The correlation coefficients in table 4.2 indicate
an overall decline in the strength of religious voting
with an upswing in the youngest cohort, The pre-1935
cohort has the strongest degree of religious voting as
expected. These are the people who entered the elector-
ate when religious issues are thought to have been most
relevant. The magnitude of the correlation between
religion and party preference then decreasesa within each
succeseive cohort until the last. Why might this be?

In a four party analysis it would be somewhat mis-

leading simply to compare the correlation coefficients.
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Table 4,2

Party Preference by Religion Controlling for Age Cohort--
Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

IRUDEAU
Party
RBeliglon ‘
Lib PCon NDP SC ;4 N
Catholic 59.2 14,2 14,5 12.0 100 216
Protestant  Ll,1 35.0 20.3 0.6 100 166
X2 = 40.7 p < 0,001
V = 0.326
DIEFENBAKER
Catholic 61.1 17.5 13.9 7¢5 100 626
Protestant 50.2 35.3 11.7 2.9 100 515
X2 = 53.3 p < 0.001
POST~-WORLD WAR TWO
Cathollc 67.5 16.1 9.6 6.8 100 630
Protestant L2.7 37.5 18.0 1.8 100 731
X2 = 132.6 p< 0.001
WORLD WAR TWO _
Catholic 68.7 15.0 10.0 6.3 100 759
Protestant 38.1 41.4 15.6 L,9 100 918
X2 = 183.9 p< 0.001
V= 0.331
PRE-1935
Catholic 75.5 15.0 4,8 L.7 100 643
Protestant b4 48,5 4.1 3.0 100 1061
X° = 295.9 p< 0.001

V = 0.417
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To be more accurate it is necessary to look at the
strength of the Catholic-Liberal, Protestant-Conservative
vote as well as the strength of the third pa?ties. Among
the Catholices, Liberal support has declined more than
fifteen percent, A similar decline has taken place in
regards to the Protestant support of the Conservative
party. This would indicate that the bonds which link
the religious denomination to the "traditional” party,
while still present for the Catholics, are conaistently
declining, What is affecting the value of the correl-
ation coefficients, then, is the fact that younger
Catholics have no more tendency than their elders to
support the Conservative party. Protestants, on the
other hand, are generally affording the Liberal party
more support,

Just by observing the data in %table 4.2 it suggeste
a general movement of the young towards the Liberal
party, It is necessary then to isolate, as best as
possible, religious voting from cohort influence. The
extent to which the religious denomination is above the
cohort mean for the "traditional™ party is taken as one
indicator of re%}gious voting among each cohort., Graph
4,1 reveals thaf the tendency for Catholics to dispropor-
tionately support the Liberal party has declined markedly.
Protestants, though, in all age cohorts, are over-repre-
gented in terms of Conservative support, As noted
earlier thig is a function of the lﬁck of Catholic sup-
port for the Conservative party. In order to account

for the discrepency caused by this interaction effect of
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the two denominations on both major parties, a measure
wag computed which would take into account both Catholic
and Protestant support for both the Liberales and Con-
servatives. This involved adding the support for the

two "traditional” parties for each religious denomination
and subtracting the proportion of each denomination's
support which went to the "opposing" party. The results

are as follows:

Index of Religlous Partisanship
Cohort Range 0 - 200

Trudeau
Diefenbaker
Post-World War Two
World War Two
Pre-1935

=\ £ W
+£-~3 on0o\n
O~

This measure of religlous partisanship indicates that
there has been a substantial and congigtent decline in
the amount of religious voting in Canada across cohorts,
There is a small upturn by the Trudeau cohort, though,
This might be accounted for by the fact that the geparate
school issue was ralsed in Ontario in 1972,

What may be occuring, of course, ig that the third
parties, which are more secular in orientation, appeal
more to the younger voters to whom religion is not pol-
itically salient., Table 4.3 shows that the increase in
gupport for third parties ameng the younger members of
the electorate corresponds directly with a decrease in
ma jor party support. The future of the third parties
then apparently plays an important role in the direction

of religious voting?5 Ag mentioned earlier it is mainly
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Table 4.3
Party Preference by Age Cohort—-Mefged Data Set, 1965,
1968, 1974,
Party
Cohort
MAJOR MINOR % N
(IL1b & PCon) (NDP & 3c)
Trudeau 75.9 2L ,1 100 473
Diefenbaker 81.7 168.3 100 1318
Post~WWII B1.8 ‘ 18.2 100 1544
WWII 82.4 '”w"” 17.6 100 1924
Pre-1935 85.8 S1b.2 100 1902
¢
- X2 = 17.5 p<0.002
v = 0.049
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the Catholics who are giving the third parties more
support whereas for Protestants the Liberal party is
the recipient of their support, nbt the minor parties,
The overall effect is to keep the Liberal party strength
relatively stable while the Conservative party declines
at a rate roughly equivalent to the increase in
third party support,

Could this mean that the third parties have drawn
the gecularized support from the younger cohorts and
the relationship between religion and the two major
parties has remained the same? Using only the two major
parties graph 4.2 shows that the two denominations have
declined in their tendency to give disproportionate
support to the "traditional” party, again with the
exception of the youngest cohort which takes a slight
upturn. This is supported by the Index of Religious

Partisanship which shows a similar pattern,

IRP
Cohort Range (0 - 200)
Trudeau 49,6
Diefenbaker 38,4
Pogt-World War Two 54,8
World War Two 68,2
Pre-1935 83,6

¢
It is possible to conclude, therefore, that religious
voting is declining within the two major parties, which
are aligned on a religious dimension,
There'%s, however, still a relatively strong
agsociation between religion and party preference among
the youﬁger cohorts, especially Catholics., It may be

that the relationship is dissipating slowly because no
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other major events have occurred which would radically
change the alignment of voters. If this is the case then
thoge for whom religion is not as politicall& galient
should display a weaker attachment to these parties,
Pable 4.4 indicates that the stronger partisan attach-
ment ig, the strongér the tendency to vote according to
one's religlous denomination., As seen in graph 4.3
younger voters are not as strongly attached to a pol-
jtical party. Therefore, it might be inferred that
while younger cohorts display a tendency to vote along
religious lines their attachment is not as strong as
for older people., Unfortunately, literaéure suggests
that there is a general increase in the degree of
partisan attachment as a result of the life cycle effect
which negates this arguement. Butler and Stokes state
There iﬁ evidence that what determines the strength
and unchangeability of partisan tles is not so
much the voter's age in years as the duration of
his attachment to one party. Younger voters tend

to be more plastic because their party preferences
tend to be more recent, 36

Therefore, as with many attitudes, the longer they are
held, the stronger they become?7 Distinguishing more r
clearly between the life cycle and generational effects
will be dealt with in the next chapter.

Respondents were asked in 1968 to rate between
0 and 100 their feelings towards Catholics and Pro-
tegtants. One measure, of religious attitudes, would
be the mean score of ones own religious group minus the

mean score of the other religious group. The difference

in the strength of religious attitudes can be seen in
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Table 4.4

Party Preference by Religlon Controlling for Strength
of Party Attachment--Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

VERY STRONG
Part
Religion ==t
Lib PCon NDP se £ N
Cathollc 22.3  11.6 11.0 5.1 100 871
J
Protestant  34.5  42.8 17.5 5.2 100 850
x? = 282.5 p < 0.001
Vv = 0.405
FAIRLY STRONG
Catholic 70.3 15.1 8.0 6.6 100 1238
Protestant 139.2  42.8 15.2 - 2.8 100 1577
X% = 355.6 ' p< 0,001
V = 0.35%
NOT VERY STRONG
Catholice 6.0 16.8 12.4 6.8 100 345
Protestant 46.1  41.2 10.8 1.9 100 576

X2 = 64,6 p< 0.001
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graph 4.4, Protestants, from oldest to youngest, tend
to rank the two denominations closer and closer together
whereas there is a curvilinear relationship present for
Catholics, It would be diffiéult to argue that these
patterns are the result of a life cycle effect, However,
they do correlaté'roughly with the voting pattern found
earlier, Irvine, using the same daE?, collapsed the
100 point scale into ten categories, He then considered
those who gave the two denominations a rating within
three 'points' of one another insensitive to religious
differences. Using this measure he found that there
was an increasing tendency, across generations, to be
legs sensitive to the two religious denominations. He
states
Both in a social and in a psychologlical sense,
therefore, we seem justified in concluding that
there ig a decline in the exclusiveness of rel-
igious community in Canada. 38
Irvine;s measure, however, meant that there could be
a varisnce of thirty percent between an individual's
attitudes towards Catholics and Protestants and he would
be considered insensitive to religious differences. 1
broke the attitude scale 'into ten categories as Irvine
did but made a more stringent requirement that attitudes
had to equal one another to be considered inseneitive,
As geen in graph 4,5 the proportion of persons
giving equal ratings to both denominations has increased
across generations but with a very glight decline in the
Diefenbaker cohort. The number of cases in the youngest

cohort is much too small to draw any inferences from,
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The pattern is, however, identical for both Protestants
and Catholics suggesting that the decline in the exclus-
iveness of religious community may have slowed down,

On the other hand, it may be that positive attitudes
towards ones own religious group strengthen over time
and attitudes towards the other religious group streng-
then negatively,

Younger people tend te be less religious than are
older people, as indicated in table 4,5, Gallup polls
conducted in 1973 show that younger persons are less
likely to believe that religion can answer all or most
of today's problems or that religion is a relevant part -
of their lives, While thig reflects an approach teo life
it may more likely be the result of the life cycle
effect, This is probably also true of the pattern in
graph 4,6 in which the younger cohorts do not consider
themselves as (very) religious to the same extent as do
older persons.

It seems likely that as people grow older and
become more established in life their attention turns
more towards family life and involvement in more community
and religious associations, While the 1life cycle
explanation might be appropriate for an individual's
religious orientations what of his political orientations?
In the 1968 national election study the respondents were
asked to state how religious their igggl political party
would be?? As seen in graph 4,7 the proportion of those
wanting a very religious party is generally declining,

though the few number of cases in the Trudeau cohort
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Table 4.5 A
"Do you think that religion can answer all or most of
today's problems - or 1B it largely old fashion and
out of date?" (CIPO, July 1973)

RELIGION STILLvRELEVANT SOCIALLY?

YES No . % N
NATTONAL 50.7 49.3 100 487
AGE GROUPS
18-29 years 33.6 66 .4 100 134
30-39 years 45.2 54.8 100 84
40-49 years 53,3 46.7 100. 75
50 + years 65.2 34,8 100 187
X% = 95.1 p < 0.01
V = 0,445
Table 4.5 B

"18 organized religion a relevant part of your life at
the present time or not?" (CIPO, July 1973)

RELIGION STILL RELEVANT

PERSONALLY?
YES NO % N

NATIONAL 50,0 50.0 100 727
AGE GROUPS

18-29 years 37.0 63.0 100 203
30-39 years 39.0 £1.0 100 129
Lo-49 years 52.0 48.0 100 125
50 + years 63.0 37.0 100 260

Xz = 38.2 p <0.01

-V = 0.231
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must be kept in mind, The pattern ig amazingly consist-
ent for both Protestants and Catholics, with the former
generally wanting a less religious ideal party than the
jatter. The slight increase in the Diefenbeker cohort
wanting a very religious party ig difficult to explain.
Tt could be the result of their socialization during

the 1950's in which there was a "religious revival”%p
Because of this irregularity, for whatever reason, the
1ife cycle argument is not appropriate for these findings,
The desire for a very religious ideal party does not
increase consistently with age but appears to be likely

a cohort or generational effect.

The data presented in this chapter suggest that
religious voting is weakening., While religiousity and
gtrength of partisanship were thought to be explanations
for decrease, life cycle effects appear to be more
important. In the following chapter I will consider
the relationéhips between these two variables and age
more closely. Finally, I was able to determine the
political salience of religion was linked to age by means
of the desire to have a very religious ideal party.

As in previous chapters regression has been used
to determine the relative strength of religion as a
predictor of Liberal/not-Liberal voting behaviour. In
all cases religion/was the strongest predictor among age
cohorts except for the Trudeau generation in which res-
jdence in Quebec/ other was slightly stronger. The par-

41

tial R's and unstandardized Beta coefficients are pre-

sented for religion in table 4.6. It suggests that while
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Table 4.6

Unstandardlzed beta Coefficlents for the Regregsion of
Religion, Church Attendance, Ethnlclty, and Region with
Llberal Party Vote--Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968, 1974.

Dependent Varlable = Liberal Party Vote/PCon, NDP & SC

Values for the Independent Variable Catholic/Protestant
are presented here only.

Cohort Partial R Unstandardlized N
- beta

Trudeau 0.132 0.070 *® 473
Diefenbaker 0.100 o, 04106 % 1318
Post-WWII 0.233 D.259 www 15L&
WWIT 0.205 0,241 wwx 1924
Pre-1935 6.37R 0,366 sax 1902

+* not significant
et gignificant at 0.01
st gionificant at 0.001
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religion is still the most lmportant dete nant of
voting behaviour it is rapidly lodsing its gbility, among

younger cohorts to predict voting behaviour.
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While the successful transmission of a group stand-
ard in a particular situation may increase the mem-
bers mense of proximity, we would propose that the
effect of any particular standard, once recelved,
will vary according to the individual's generalized,
pre-exigting sense of proximity between group and
polities. Thus\proximity has sn important time
depth, based on,the frequency with which the group
has been seen tq\takeﬁ political position in the
past, /

"~

Campbell et al, p.

: /
Irish & Prothro, p. 26%,

It seems almost too obvious that one cannot vote
for a party if it 1s not in existence or does not
run candlidates in many ridings.

A, Kornberg, J. Smith & D, Bromley, "Some Differences
in the Political Socialization Patterns of Canadian
and American Party 0fficlals: A Preliminary Report,”
Canadian Journal of Political Science Vol II no 1

(March 1969), p. 70.
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15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21, .

2z,
23.

24,
25.

26.
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b

Butler & Stokes, pp. 135, 143,
Butler & Stokes, p. 39.

N.B. Ryder, "The Cohort as a Concept in the Study of :
Social, Change,” American Sociological Review (Dec 1965),
p. 855, Ryder uses the term to refer to “semi-organ-
ized" or "cohesive", )

Ryder, P, 844,
Kornberg et al, p. 86,

G. Lenski, The Religious Factor (Garden City:
Doubloday & Co., TSeD), p. I83. .

I, McAllister & J, McCormick, "The Impact of Age on
Partisan Cholice in the Netherlandg," ISSC Third .
European Summer School, Amsterdam, August 1974, p. 8.

W, Irvine, "Decline of Religious and Cultural Bases
for Political Partisanship,” Workshop on Language and
Religion in Politics, ECPR Jolint Sessions, April 1975,
London School of Economics, p. 9.

Butler & Stokes, p. 143,

Butler & Stokes, p. 143,

J. Henripin, Trends and Factors of Fertility in
Canada (Ottawa: Statlstics Canada, 1972), p. 198.

Lenski, p. 238,

Lenski, p, 240, Lenski found that the gap between the
fertility rate of Catholics and Protestants was in-
creasing between the two denominations at the foll-
owing rate (although both were increasing absolutely),

1952 0,15
1954 0.32
1955 -0.29
1956 0.35
1957 0.36
1958 0.43
1959 0.54

Interestingly enough, family size among Catholics varies
according to political preference, '

CATHOLICS

family size
(1,2,3) 7 (4,5,6+) N
Liberal L4, 3% 55.7 212

Congervative 52,2% 47.8 67

4
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30,

31,
& 32.
33.
34,
35.

36.
37.

]

38,
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Butler & Stokes, p. 133.
Lensgki, pp. 242, 243.

Census data indicates that the proportion of
Catholics in Canada has risen from 45,7% in 1961
to 46,2% in 1971, In relation to age, Roman
Catholics account for

50, 5% under 15
47, 6% 15-44
b1, 2% 45-64
35.2% 65+

These figures are lower than shown in table 4.1
since I have eliminated other denom}nations and
the non-religious from my data.

The total net increase in Liberal support would be:
(Liveral increase among Catholics - L beral decrease
among Protestants), the change in Conservative sup-
port would equal (Conservative decrease among Pro-
tegtants - Conservative in%rease among Catholics).

Butler & Stokes, p. 142,

Butler & Stokes, p. 137.

Butler & Stokes, p. 1#3.

Butler & Stokes, p. 137.

Butler & Stokes state that "The displacement of the
Liverals as the Conservatives' main opponent is one
of the keys to the displacement of religion by class

as the maln grounds of party support in the recent
past” (p. 104), A, Lijphart, The Politics of

Accommodation (Berkeley:s University of California
Press, 1968) argues that the loss in support for

the "Big Five" parties was mainly the result of the
growth of minor parties in Helland, These parties,
he adds, are characterized by their youth and general
appeal gosthe young and secular minded. See chapter
X, PP, “Me

Butler & Stokes, p. 41.
Butler & Stokes, p. 40.
Irvine, p. 8, while Irvine used different cohoris he

found that the proportion giving equal ratings to
Catholics and Protestants were as follows:

Cohort (entry into electorate) Catholic Protestant

-1920 27% 37%
1921-19 34 36 b7
1935-1944 35 54
1945-19356 42 57

1957-1968 43 57
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41,
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The question asked "How religious would your ideal
political party be?", the answer provided for a

range of one (high) through seven (low)}, The res-
ponses were recoded , combining the first two
categories (very religious), the middle three (fairly
religious) and the last two (not religious),

W. Herberg, Protestant-Catholic-Jew (Garden City:
Doubleday & Co,, 1960), see particularly Chapter IV,
"The Contemporary Upswing in Religion" where Herberg
points %to indicators of increased religious involve-
ment durlng the late 1950's,

It is necessary to use unstandardized betas in this
cage as the distributions of the variables may vary
from cohort to cohort (eg. the proportion of Catholics
is one documented difference), As the standardized
betas are based on the standard deviations, which

will vary from cohort to cohort, this would lead to
misleading inferences.

&



Chapter Five

The Political Impact of

Social Change.
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In the preceeding chapter I have shown that the
strength of the relationship between religion and voting
decreases by cohort reflecting a diminuation of the pol-
itical salience of religion, This would also suggest
that as replacement of the electorate occurs the strength
of religious voting will decline. It was difficulf,
however, to determine that the reasons for this decline
were generational rather than life cycle motivated.

The process of political change is not always a
rapid one., The differences between the cohorts in the
strength of religious voting, while expected, were by
no means large, Religion is still an important political
dimension for the youngest cohort. This could possibly
be accounted for by the fact that no other social dim-
ension strong enough has risen to replace the rel}gious
pattern,

Both the party and electoral sgystems in Canada operate
against a rapid exploitation of emerglng cleavages wifh-
in society. With two major brokerage parties people
may, however, vote for the same party but for very dif-
ferent reasons, Or, the parties may change their focus
of appeal over time such that the reasons the Liberal
party, for instance, continues to enjoy a large portiog
of the Cathollic vote is related to very different reasons
_ than the incentive which originally attracted Catholics
to that party., It is also possible that the role of
religion is changing within soclety. Throughout the
analysis in the previous chapter religion was considered
to be a cohstant. Over the past ten years, however, its

’

importance and role has changed considerably,
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In thie chapter I intend first to determine whether
support can be found for the generational theory of
cohort differences in voting behaviour. Second, if the

younger cohorts reflect, in a more general way, societal

changes the most then there should also be an overall

decline in the social importance of religion and relig-
ious voting within the cohorts‘between 1965 and 1974,
Younger people are less religious and tend to be
weakly identified with a party. It was difficult to
digcern between generationsl or life cycle influences
though.
 Because religion is an ascribed group membership
one posagible way to control for life cycle effects is
to ume parental interest in religion as an indicator

of the strength of religious upbringing. ¥®arents who

" are less interested in religion are less likely to

a) practice themselves (i.e., attend church, belong to
religious groups, or hold religious beliefs) and b)

to see that their children attend church or sunday school,
or, that religious bellefs are an integral part of the
family's 1ife} Graph 5.1 shows the proportion of res-
pondente whose parents were both very interested and not
very interested in religion. The proportion of those
having parents who were very interested in religion de-
clines steadily until the Diefenbaker cohort at which
point it rises slightly. For those whose parents were
not very interested in religion the line increases con-
stantly until the Trudeau cohort where it tails off.

In general, younger people have fewer parents who are
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very interested in religion and more that are noi very
interested. This is undoubtedly going to reflect on
the upbringing of children. While there are relatively
few cases in the youngest cohort (since in 1968 there
wag only one year of the Trudeau cohort in the electorate)
the pattern could be explained by the fact that those
in the Trudeau and Diefenbaker cohorts are children of
those in the World War Two and Pre-1935 cohorts res-
pectively., Therefore, while the strength of one's own
religious beliefs may increase in accordance to the
life cycle the residuwal of religious interest lags
approximately thirty years in ite effect on politics
and, hence, & cyclical but generally decreasing in-
fluence by religion on voting behaviog; may be expected
over a long period of time., This is substantiated by
the correlation coefficients for religious voting
according to parental interest in religion,
Correlation between Party Preference and Religion
Controlling for Parental Interest in Religion

(1968 National Election Study)

v _ N

(Parents Both) Very Interested 0.333 1048
" » Fairly Interested 0.280 573
" "Not Very Interested 0.167 374

Since there has been a general decline of parental.
interest in religion (graph 5.1) it might be inferred
that this is one dimension along which religious voting
will declins,

The role of the family, therefore, in relation to
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b
to religlous upbringing is thought to be an important

element for electoral behaviour. Moreover, while I _
have suggested that religion is less important to
Younger people there are also indications that religious
orientations of all people are changing, Certainly any
nuﬁber of indicators would suggest that society over
the past one hundred years has become more secular in
its outlook, The vast increase in scientific knowledge
in the past twenty-five years has had important consequ-
ences for religion since the latter
...rest(s) upon faith--upon an asset to the
supraempirical, Consequently, all those other
elements of values, aspirations, and goals which
it undergirds, rest, like religion itself, upon
an unstable base. In secularized societies, the
instability of religion, and of the values derived
from it, become apparent to a degree that would
have been though impossible in older, traditional
societies, 2
Is it pessible to test for the secularization of
attitudes? In 1968 respondents were asked to rate, on
a one hundred point scale, their feelings towards
Catholics, Protestants and Atheists, Accordingto life
cycle theory attitudes (either positive or negative)
become stronger as one grows older., Generational theory
would hold that the cohorts will maintain attitudes
throughout their lives to the same degree, Graph 5,2
shows that attitudes towards the two major denominational
groups have remained roughly the same across all age
cohorts (no appreciable differences exist for Protestants

and Catholics in this regard). The mean scores of

attitudes towards atheists, however, increases continuously
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from the oldest to the youngest cohort members. Also,

it is important to note that the proportion of Catholics
and Protestants giving equal ratings to atheists are
virtually identical for all cohorts. This suggests an
acceptance among younger people, cutting across religious
lines, of non-religious individuals. In a more general
senge, this also suggests greater social acceptance asg
well., Professor Bibby states that those who never attend
church are generally more accepting of éocial diviants--
communists, atheists, homosexuals and ex-convicts--than
are church—goers? In s0 far\as church attendance is
declining (discussed later) liberal aﬁtitudee would
conceptually appear td be linked withla decline in the
gocial importance of religion.

In the previous chapter it was, shown that younger
voters have‘weaker partisan attachments, Literature
suggests, however, that this is related to the length
of time the party identification has been held. 1In
order to distinguish between generational énd life cycle
effects I would, therefore, 1ike to consider whether

/;ounger people are more willing to change their véte.

Glenn argués in a paper on aging and conservatism
that younger people whose

+..formative experience occurred in a more rapidly

changing society may have been socialized to a

greater attitudinal flexibility, to a more flexible

commitment to values and beliefs than older cohorts.%
_If, as I argued earlief, younger people do not perceive

the bond between politics and religion then one would

expect their attachment to parties on this dimension to

Pt
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be weaker. Since the two major parties have not changed
their focus of appeal substantially since the early 1900's
younger people are expected to be more volatile in their
voting behaviour, e ‘3
In the 1974 survey respondents were asked which
party they had voted for in the 1972 national election,
While there may be some recall error it will not be as
E great as in a normal four year period between elections,
This is an appropriate measure as most of the members
of the youngest cohort were eligible to vote in 1972,
Hence, the propensity of younger voters to change their
vote, relative to the other cohorts, can be studied
without a great loss in the number of cases (only two
years, or those between 18 andll9 in 1974 will be
excluded). Graph 5,3 reveals that younger people, in
general, did change parties in greater proportions
than the older members of the electorate? It is also
evidént%that Protestants wére more likely than Catholics
to chaﬁée but the digparity lessened among the younger
cohorts. Within the Trudeau cohort Catholics and Pro-
testants had the identical tendency to change. 0vera11.
the religious differences have shown a trend to cbnverge
at the higher level of vote changing. Also plotted on
graph 5,3 is the proportion of each cohort voting for a
different party in 1974 (federally) thaﬁ“they supported
provincially, Only the four major parties were used in
this computation so if one were to consider those persons
could not vote for a given party in one of the elections
(i.e. Conservatives in Quebec or NDP in some Maritime

ridings) the proportion would rise substantiaslly. This
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measu§§ shows a consistent increase in the proportion
of each cohort changlng parties except in the youngest
cohort where the line dips slightly.

It is possible that these patterns could be
attributable to the fact that older persons have well
developed'paftisan ties and, when younger, were also
more prone to change parties, To some extent the pat-
tern of federal/provincial vote change refutes this 4
hypothesis ms this measure deals with two different
political systems. In the 1974 election sur;eylthough,
respondents were asked whether they had always voted
for the same party or not, It would be expected that .
relatively few in the youngest cohort will have voted
for another party simply because they have never had
the opportunity to do so (although most were eligible.
in 1972 voter turnout among the youngest members of
the electorate tends to be very 1ow)§ It would also be
expected, given this line of reagoning, that the pro-
portion of people having voted for a different party
will increase with age, since they have had more oppor-
tunities to change their vote. The evidence in graph
5.4 contradicts this however, While the expectation
for the youngest cohort holds true the data does not
conform to the latter hypothesis. There is a small but
noticeable, increase among the younger ‘cohorts to have
changed their vote. This pattern is feﬁarkab;y gimilar
for both Catholics and Protestants although tﬁe latter
group has always been more likely to change, J

So far theocohort'analysis has focused 6n the
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political relevance of religion, If the cohorts do
reflect, in a more general way, gocietal changes then

this suggests that religion itself is declining in

gocietal importance. In order to test for this one

must determine the soéial importanceﬂbf religion over —,
time and then compare the degree of religious voting

over time as well. ‘

In 196é the CIPO Gallup poll asked respondents
whether ‘they thought the influence of religion was
increasing, decreasing or staying about the -game, Table
5.1 reveals that a plﬁrality of both Catholics and
Protestants thought’that it was losing influence. This ‘
finding is further supported by weeklyﬁgttendance rates |
which, admittedly, is a measure of associational involve-
ment only. This is not, however, insignificant part-
icularly keeping in mind the negative relationship be-
tdzen church attendance and gupport for the NDP party
(Chapter Two). m?able 5,2 shows that the proportion of
indlviduals attending church weekly has dropped nearly
%hirty percent in less than thirty years, To further
gubstantiate this deciine, fespondents were asked in
1970 whether they were‘attending church more frequently,
less fregquently, or about the same as five years previous,
Twenty-nine percent said that they were attending less
frequently while only 6% said more frequently. These
figures are relafiwely constant for both Catholics and
Protestants Asked\gﬁy\they were attending more frequently
the six percent gaVe re%jkns agsociated to family life

(trying to set an example) or "because of my wife.,”

L
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Table 5 .1

Attitude Towards the Influence of Rellglon Soclally by
Denomination-~CIPO 1962.

Importance of Religion

Religion
Increasing Same Decreasing % N
Cathollc 27.1 30.9 L2.0 100 1209
Protestant 26.0 28.2 36.8 100 1016
X2 = 0,69 not significant
Vv = 0.018
Table 5.2

Proportion of Respondents Attending Church in the Last
Seven Days--CIPO {some N's not glven)

1946 1965 1970 1974 1975
675 55% kL 395 32%

-

N = 2000 - - 1006 2000
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Those who stated that they were attending less frequently
offered non- or loast-interest reasons (40%), healfh or
small children explanations (25%), or just "can't say”
' (2?%)? Profeﬁsor Bibby attributes the loss of interest
in religion to "increasing disbelief” and the Churches'
$nflexibility® He found that 72% of the respondents
had attended church or synagogue services weekly while
growing up but only 32% now attended regularly}l The CEBC
programme "Man Alive", which helped fund the study, cited
increasing awareness of hypocrisy and disenchantment with
what religious organizations wére doing as major reasons
for the decline in attendance}2
The associational involvement of individuals has
undoubtedly lessened since the end of the Second World
War. Herberg, Lehski as well.as Engelmann and Schwartz
argue that
...the pervasiveness of the Catholic chﬁrch shows
signg of weakening. Greater participation of the
laity, loosening Church control over education, -
evidence of self-criticism, and even the emergence
of an anti-clericalism dormant since the  decline
of Le Parti Rouge, suggest a weakening of Church
influence over all facets of life.13
Widespread dissention within the Catholic church began
in 1968 after a decade of massive changes in social
attitudes towards many moral issues central to the Church's
teachings, Sparking the'dissent wag Pope Paul VI's
proclamation that the Catholic Church condemned all
methods of contraception?aé against God's natural law}4
A vocal minority of priests and laity15 states that they

simply could not accept this without qualification, This,
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in effect, called into question the rights of freedom
versus authority in Catholicism with the Pope's right
to speak as teacher for the Church the central iasue].'6
A recent survey of American Catholics idicates that
only 37% ful%y accept the doctrine of the infallibility
of the Pope%? Birth control was the aymbol'of inerrancy
of the church and "If previous Popes have been wrong
on this question, they could have been wrong on every-
thing elge. And where would the church be then?"18
Changes were, however, being made in the Catholic
church. In 1968 changes were made in the rites of
consecration for the Mass, the first such changes in
1300 years. At the same time translations into various
languages was permitted, Even the restriction on Cath-
olics to eat fish on Fridays was lifted}9 These struct-
ural changes came easier than theological changes,
Social attitudes toward'divorce%o remarriage, birth
control and abortion21 brought into question the power
of the Catholic church to restrict libérty. Recently
in Windsor a cartoon on abortion provcked a negative
reply from a Priest at Assumption Church who reminded
readers that for Ro&gg\bafﬁ;iigg_"abortion is tantamount
to murder,” A Catholic replied that "the day has long
since passed when the clergy shouih agsume to speak on
behalf of éll Roman Catholics,.."” and added that censor-
ship should be limited to the confines of the rectory!
This is one illustratich that Catholics, perhaps still
a minority, are less decile than before and are question-

»
ing the Church's teachings. . Social values are moving
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outside the churches and thoughts and values. are being
" derived more from secular sourcés?2
A similar questioning of teachings was taking
place within the various Protestant denominations at
the same time, only much more subtly., It would appear
that the loss of interest in religion among Protestants
was not tied to specific issues but more to the liber-
alization and secularization of soclety in general,
The decline of the social importance of religien
is reflected by a weakening of barriers between rel-
igious communities. One indicator is the inter-denomin-
ational marriage rate, Siegfried wrote in 1905 that
The Church wishes to keep its boundariea intact
and well defined, She would prefer to lose a
single individual member altogether rather than
sanction the admission of a Protestant upon any
terms into a Catholic family, Otherwise the
result might be the formation of dubious groups,
half Catholic, half Protestant, llkely to tend
towards free thought and to be lost entirely to
Rome, 2%
Herberg presents statistics for the United States on
inter-marriage rates in the late 19th and early 20th

centuries?u These are presented below;

Year Catholiecs marrying Protestants marrying
Catholics Protestants

1870 95,35% 99.11%

1900 85.78 90.86

1930 - 82,05 78.19

1940 83.71 79.72

These figures indicate that cross-religious marriages
were almoat non-exigtent in the 19th Century. while the

rates of inter;marriage increased somewhat unE}l 1940 it

Q
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occured faster among Protestants. Inter-marriage rates
in Canada, which were first reported in 1944, coincide
rather closely with the above figures for 1940, The
rates of Protestant inter-marriage, however, are listed
by separate denomination which has the effect of 1OWering
the intra-marriage rates. Table 5.3 ghows that the intra-
marriage rate between 1945 and 1959 averaged close to
71%, Between 1960 and 1972, however, this rate dropped
almost one percent per year and, in 1972, stood at legs
than 62%. Conversely, 38% of all marriages in Canada

in 1972 involved people of different religious backgrounds,
The implicatibns of this are twofold. First, at the
gocietal level, this indicates a greater acceptance for
members of differing faiths into family groups which

are basically endogomousg5 It is also important to note
that while marriages between itwo Catiolics are more
fertile than all other marriages, marriages between
Catholics and Protestants closely approximate the fert-
ility rate of those families in which both spouses are
Protestant?6 Thig would indicate, in the long run, a
decrease in the rate of growth of Liberal support due to
fertility and adecline in the degree of religious voting
as family sizes generally decrease. Second; the most
important iﬁpact of a mixed marriage will be on the -
children who will enter the electorate some twenty to
thirty years hence. Inter-religious marriages can be
expected to weakﬁﬁlthe role of religion within the family
and, as earlier seen, this has a gignificant impact on

the degree of religious voting among the children,

7
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Table 5.3

Proportlion of Marrliages Within Denomination in Canada--
Canada Year Book 1946-1974

Year Intra-Marrlage Rate (%)
1945 69.5
1952 . 71.1
1953 71.2
1954 71.0
1955 71.1
1956 71.6
1957 71.8
1958 71.7
1959 71.5
1961 70.8
1962 70.5
1963 70.0
1964 9.8
1965 8.5
1968 6.7
1969 £3.5
1971 6205

1972 61.6



- 162 -

It was thought that the rate of inter-marriages
might be a function of increased rates of inter-Protest-
ant marriages along, However, figures for Catholilc
marriages {based on bride's denomination which tends to
be higher than for the groom's ) indicates that this is
not the case, 1In 1944, 89,2% of the Catholic brides
marrieﬁ Catholics and this figure drops slightly to
87.9% in 1960 and substantially to 78% in 1972 hence
displaying the same pattern as in the society generally
(albeit the absolute values are different).

- A societal decline in the importance of réligion
(or sécularization) would be expected to manifest it-
gelf in the voting behaviour of the cohorts over time.
In the absence of panel data this is a difficult item
to measure. Bibby as well as the CIPO data presented /
above have sgubstantiated Hhat there has been a dec}ine‘
in the strength of confessional attachment o#er the
years, But what of religious voting? I have depided
to uge multiple regression anglysis in order to assess
the relative importance of religion as a determinant of
vote for each of the cohorts in the three elections for
which I have data.

As seen below the predictive power of religion has
decreased substantially for all members of the electorate
between 1965 and 1974, This is consistent with the

social decline theory.

J
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Regression of Religion, Ethnicity, Church Attendance and
Reglon on Liberal Party Vote/Other. Unstandardized betas
for Rellglon--National Electlon gtudies, 1965, 1968, 1974~
1965 1968 1974 4
Total Sample 0.226% 0.208#% 0.102#
N = 3807 2767 24Ls

# gignificant at 0,001

The above results could, however, be a functlon of
replacement alone--even though 1t seeﬁs highly unlikely.
Therefore 1t 1s necessary to determine whether the pre-
‘51ct1ve power of rellgion has diminished within the cohorts
over the nine year perlod. The unstandardized betas
for religlon are shown in table 5.4, One would expect
to find the strongest beta in the oldest cohort at the
earllest point in time and the weakest beta 1in the
youngest cohort at the most recent polnt in time. Thls
is in fact the case with beta = 0,386 for those in the
Pre-1935 cohort 1in 1965 ind beta = 0.016 for the young-
est cohort in 1974. Across tlme the patterns within
the various cohorts are not bompletely conslstent but
do reflect a general, if sometimes slight, decllne.

The youngest cahort cannot be analyzed because of the
few number of cases 1in 1968. The Dlefenbaker end Post-
World War Two cohorts show an increase in the predictlve
power of religlon between 1965 and 1968 but it then
declines in-197%. Apghg the two oldest cohorts--the
World War Two and Pre-1935 generations——secularizat1on

of soclety has had the greatest impact on voting.



- 164 -

Table 5.4

Unstandardized‘beta Coefficlents for the Regression of -

Religlion, Church Attendance, Ethnlclty and Reglon with

Liberal Party Vote/Other--Merged Data Set, 1965, 1968,
1974,

Dependent Vgriable = Liberal Party Vote/PCon, NDP &
SC

Values for the Independent Variable Catholic/Protestant
are presented here only.

Cohort
Year .
Pre-1935 WWII Post-WWII Diefenbr Trudeau
TIME

1965 . 386 262 L171% .030eT -

1968 .2973 W177 .205 L1043 S10QuxTt

1974 .150%  ,178 .150 .128 .016%
TN AGE - =

¥ Tbeta for Rellglon not strongest

#+ N under 100

+ not significant, all others significant
at least to 0.05 level
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Within the World War Two cohort there is a decline be-
tween 1965 end 1968 which then levels off. In Ehe oldest
cohort, those thought to be the moat consilstent voters
and strongly attached t&ia party, the.decllne in the
predictive power of religion is both conslstent and
1afge. ‘

The empirical interpretation of the data in table
5.4 1s that the social decllne in the importance of
religion which occurred in the late 1960's apparently
reduced the political importance of rellglon for all
menbers of the electorate.

In this chapter I have attempted to show that the
soclal decline in the importance of rellglon in the
past decade has had some influence on ﬁhe strength of
religious voting within the cohorts. The strength of
religlous voting seems llkely to continue to decline
for the followlng reasons. .

First, within the 1limits of the data I was able
to find support for the generational as opﬁosed to the
life cyclé theory. Therefore, as replacement of the
electorate occurs the strength of the assoclation be~
tween rellglous affiliation and party preference will
decrease.

Second, the level of socletal importance of
religion wlll continue to decline in so far as parental
interest in religlion has déalined. This 1s expected to
affect the religious upbringing (or lack of it) among
the children today and voters in ten to twenty years.

Third, the barriers between religlous denominatlions
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have been‘breaking down. Increasing rates of inter-
marrlage suggest a growing accebtance of members of
differing religlons wlth}n famlly groups. This 1s
llikely fo have two effects. Firgt, parental interest
in rellglon 1s likely to continue to decline and, hence,
so‘ls/the degree ?f religlous importance and=§ellglous
votiné among their children in.twenty to thirty years.
Sgcohd, fertllity rates are expected to decline as a
fesult of interemarriage between Catholice and Protest-
ants which will result in smaller families and a further
decline in the strength of religilous voting.

Finally, voters willl become increasingly volatile
if the tﬁo major partles continue to appeal to the
electorate along trad;tional. religious dimensions.

The secularizatinn of soclety is 1ikely related
to the process d¥ urbaniéatlon. It ig Lenski's fhesls
that urbanization 1s integrally linked to a compartment -
alized view of life; He argues that within citiles rel-
iglon becomes a . ; ™

-..highly specislized formal assoclation and

ceases to be a nucleus around which a varletﬂggf

soclal relationships is organized, as in the

typlecal agrarian community. 27
If this is true then one might expect class based voting
to tnerease in 1mpo;tg?ce 4s soclety undergoes urban-
1zatlion and 1ndust£ialization. Alford hypot?eslzes that

More “"secularized" persons exhlbit more class

"voting and class voting 1s higher in urban areas.

If further changes toward urbanization and

secularization can be predicted...thqp possibly
class voting in Canada will rise. .28
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It 1= beyond the scope of this thesgis to deal with the

topic of class voting. However, 1f those forces which

are related to urbanlzatlion are responsible for the de-
cline of_religious'voting then 1t might also indlcate

an increase in the degree of class based voting.29

L3}

-



FOOTNOTES

An example of this would be ‘the correlation between
father's interest in religion and the respondent's
rate of church attendance. _ i

Father's Interest . Attender Non-Attender N g
" Very 69.9% 30.1% 1430

J Some - 38.3 61,7 - 652
Little 24,5 75.5 Lio

X2 = 362.6 p<0.00L V = 0,379
. 3
T.F. 0'Dea, The Sociology of Religion (Englewood
Cliffs: Prénffce-HEII, %9637, P %IE.

"Poll says Public is Forgetting About Religion,”
The Toronto Star, % May 1976, p. Al.

N.D. Glenn, "Aging and Consergatism,“ Annals of the
American Acade of Political“and Soclial Scilence,
No. LIS (Sept %?ET. p. 178. ‘

Only the four major parties were used in this comput-
ation, If an individual voted for the Liberal party
in 1972 but pne of the three other major parties in

1974 he was a "switcher". Anyone voting for a party
other than the major four, or not voting at all, was
eliminated from this analysis.

pA

See P. Converse & R. Niemi, "Non-Voting Among Young
Adults in the United States," in W, Crotty, D.
Freeman, & D, Gatlin, Political Parties and Political
Behaviour 2nd edition .(Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1971)
They state that newly eligible voters go to the polls
at a rate which is nearly 30% below the turnout rate
for older voters. They break this down further by
stating that 20% of the non-votérs were under 30
years of age and 50% under 45 (p. 743).

The fi eg for Protestants and Catholics are: %

Attend \Church

more often 8% Lz

less often 32 27
about the same 59 67
can't  say 1 2

N not given (CIPO 1970)

Data from the 1968 national election survey indicate
that the respondent's mothers, for all age cohorts,
were more interested in religion than were fathers.
There Wwas, on average, a ten to fifteen percent dif-

* ference,
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10,

11,

b

12,

13.

14,

15,

" 16,
17.
18,
19.

20,
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The total adds to 101% because of some multiple
responses, o

mpublic's Indiffererce to Religion Comes as No

Surprise to Clergy," The Toronto Star, 4 May 1976, p.
A8,

"Poll says Public is Forgetting About Religion,”
The Toronto Star, 4 May 1976, p. Al.

"Poll says Public is Forgetting About Religion,*
The Toronto Star, 4 May 1976, p. Al. -

F.C, Engelménn and M, Schwartz, Political Parties

-

and the Canadian Social Structure (Scarborough:
Prenfldég 3 , 1987), p. 231,
AN

nCatholic Freedom v. Authority,” Time, November 22,
1968, p. 52, also see "A Church Divided,” Time, May
2y, 1976, p. 40, A survey conducted in 1974 showed
that 83% of American Catholics did not accept the
Pope's prohibition of birth control, Also, in
January 1976 the Vatican issued a new declaration
on sexual ethics deploring the"unbridled exaltation
of sex" and specifically condemning premaritial sex,
masturbation and homosexuality (p. 42), :

"Catholic Freedom v, Authority,” Father Greeley
estimated that no more than 1 million of the 35
million church going Catholics in the United States
could be considered rebels, He states, though,
that

The pastoral problem for the bishops, however, is T
that the dissenters influence a great many concerned,
educated laymen who take their faith seriously as

‘a committment rather than as a social club held

together by ritual, dogma and Friday-niﬁht bingo.
Their numberg are likely to grow, (p. 54).

"Catholic Freedom v, Authority,” p. 52.
A Church Divided,” p. 40.
"Catholic Freedom v, Authority,"” p. 57.

See "A Church Divided," the article quotes Greeley,
"Once it became legitimate to eat meat on Friday,
one could doubt the authority of the Pope, practice
birth control, leave the priesthood and get married
or indeed do anything else one wanted to."

"A Church Divided," p. 42, the article states that
the divorce rate among American Catholics is approa-
ching that of non-Catholics.



21,

22,

23.

2L,

25,

26,

27,
28,
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These latter two are reflected, to some degree, by
cohort attitudes. :

Abortion (CIPO, Sept. 1974)

Age Wrong Not Wrong N
18-19 23,7% 76.3% 59
20-29 35,4 64,6 250
0-39 38,2 61,8 220
0-49 29,6 70,4 189
50-59 32.8 67.2 128
60 + 35.0 65,0 140
_ X% = 6.5 p = 0,264 v = 0,081
Birth Control (CIPO, Juqe 1975)
Cohort Wrong Not Wrong N
Trudeau 3,1% 96.9% 226
Diefenbaker 7.9 92.1 215
Post-WWII 12.5 87.5 152
WWII 15,7 8%.3 172
Pre-1935 25.3 4.7 158
x° = 49.5 p< 0,001 V = 0,231

.G, Lenski, The Religious Factor (Garden City:
9 .

Doubleday &:ﬁg“., . P. H9.

A, Siegfried, The Race Question ig Canada (Toronto:
McClelland & Stewart, 1905), p. 27.

W. Herberg, Protestant-Catholic-Jew (Garden City:
Doudbleday & Co,, 1960), p. 33.

This is true at the elite level as well, Many

priests refused to marry a Catholic and Protestant
at the alter, The ceremony was conducted, instead,
in the chapel. This is rarely the case any longer,

J. Henripin, Trends and Factors of Fertility in
Canada (Ottawar Statlstics Canada, 19727, B 205.

Lenski, p., 11.

Lo .
R, Alford, Party and Society (€hicagos Rand McNally
& Co,, 1965, p. 283,
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1
Dichotomizing the data on soclal class I found the

following pattern for the sirength of clags voting
for the three election surveys: :

1965 | 1968 1974
(V) 057 ,081 117
N 2940 893 813

By using an Alford type index which measures the
dilfference between working gclass and upper class
support for the NDP as an 1 dicator of class based
voting similar results are foundj

1965 1968 1974

Clasgs Voting

Index 2.0 3.3 10,3

For further discussions of class voting in Canada

gee:r N,H. Chi, "Class Voting in Canadian Politics,”

in 0. XKruhlsk et al The Canadian Political Process
ond edition, (Toronto: Holt, Rinehart & Winston,
1973), pp. 226-247; J. Wilson, "Politics and Social
tlass in Canada: The Case of Waterloo South,” in

P. Fox, Politics: Canada 3rd edition {Toronto: McGraw-
Hill, 1970), pp. 270-28L; R. Alford, "The Social
Bages of Political Cleavage in 1962," in B.R. Blishen,
ed,, Canadian Society (Torontos Macmillan, 1971),

pp. 249-277y D.E, Blake, "The Measure and Impact of
Regionalism in Canadian Voting Behaviour,"” Cenadian
Journal of Political Science, Vol 1, (March 1972) s
T.%. Whyte, "Religilon and the Rural Church,"” in .
Bllsﬁgn. pp. 371-385.
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Chapter Six

Summation and Conclusilons.
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Detalled aﬂalyals of the relatlonship betwen rel-
1glous affiliation and voting behaviour in Canada 1s
sadly lacking. Although Melsel first wrote of the
relatlonship twenty years ago there afe. to date, only
a few published and a handful of unpublished artlcles
which deal speoifically with the topic.

"™\ Most authors when referring to Canadlan voting
behaviour have been all too willing to attribute th
continued exlstence of religlous voting to the proces
of soclalization. Not untll very recently, however,

has anyone taken. the trouble to establish whether this

was statistically true. Because most politlcal sclentlsts

pointed to soclalization as the mechanlsm by which
religlous voting persisted 1t was agsumed to be a
statlc phenomenon. I have attempted to develop a theory
ﬁ?ﬂt through replacement the soclal bases of voting

and overall party support are changing over ftime.

Summatlon
- - 3

Party 1lmages, stemggng from the early twentleth
century, appear to be responslible for the development
and, possibly, the continuance of relilglous based
voting. Political events which ocoufred, such as the
Manitoba Schools Question, tﬁé/;xecution of Louls Riel,
and the Conscriptlon crislsxof/191?, provided the
1ncen?1ve for Catholies to withdraw thelr suppoit from
the Conservatives and vote for the Liberals instead.
Thig "allenation” of voters 1s reflected in the voting

behaviour of the members of the oldest cohort whd

o

.y
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entered the eiectorate during this period of events.

I did not attempt to detérmine whloh factors weré re-
sponsible for the perslstence of this relationshilp.
There are two lmportant conslderations to he made though.
First, those persons who were'exposed to these poiitical
events are still members of the electorate and, hence,
contribute to the strength of the asioclatlon. Second,
no other events have occurred which would bring about

a realignment of voters along a different dimension--
oeven though religion 1s not as politloally relevant
today. .

My findings indicate that religlious self-identi-
ficatlon is 'a more lmportant determinant of voting
behaviour than 1is éthniblty. reglon or the strength
of the ldentification. In the case.of the latter,
subjeotlve religlouslity had the greatest influence
of the three dimenslons of religlousity (i.e. church
attendance, bellefs, communalism) on voting behavlour.
This would warrent nore attentlion 1n future surveys
and statistilcal anali;is-of religious voting.

At the aggregate level religlion appears to be
more lmportant for Catholics than fér Protestants at
election tiﬁe.uﬂoman Cathollics display substantial
homogenelty :in thelr party preference whereas Frot-
estants do not. That 13.‘Cathollcs have a strong
preference for the Liberal party but Protestants do
not display a preference for a slngle pafty.;?et on
all measures of religlousity, the more re115194§

Protegtants tend to be Conservatlve supporters thereby

-
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5

implying the sallence of rel;gfbn for them as weil. The
New Democratic Party receives most of thelr sqpport from
~ the less religlous members of both falths. Thls is prob-
ably due to 1ts development after the dlvislive lassues-
ocourred|and because of its class and secular appeal.
Differences 1n Protestant and Catholic soclalization
was thought to influence the pattern of partisanship
among children. Protestants, according to Lenski, tend
to be "rationally"™ oriented, that 1is, to ralse thelr
" ¢hildren to think for themselves. And yet seventy
percent of Protestants whose parents were both Liberal
or Conservative took on the same partisanship. Catholics, i
who are »traditionally” orlented, ralse thelr children
- to respect authority but they tend to prefer the Lib-
‘eral pérty regardlegs of parental partisanshlp. Whlle
Protestants conform to the soclallzatlon model, Cathollo /
bohaviour calls 1n.to question the~1mportah§e of soclal-
izatlon as the only mechanism contributing to the
perslstence of religious voting from generation to
generatlon.
'Dirferentlal fortility rates may be lmportant as
a contributor to 1oné term political change. As seen,
Cathollics comprise forty pgrceﬁt of the oldest cohort
and sixty perocent of the youngest. Given the atrong
relatlonship between Cathollics and the Liberal party
the net lmpact, over the next flft& years.as repiaoement
ocours, will be the continued strengthenlng of the Liberal
party.
At the sage flme the process of replacement is likely

-

e "
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to bring about a decllnelln the strength of religious
voting as well as an increase in the strength of third
party support. Younger Cathollics are more likely to
vote fof the NDP than are older Catholics and less
likely to.support the Liberals. Younger Protestants
are more likely to vote Liberal than are older FProt-
egtants and less likely to prefer the Conservatlves.
The net result 1s increased proportions of NDP and
Social Credit support, decreasing proportions of Con-
servative support and the Liberal party strength re-
maining stable. The sociml bases of party support is,
however, dlstinct, from the overall party strength.
Even though ﬁounger Catholics are glving leas support
to the Liberal party than their elders the fact that
there are fifty percent more (i.e. slxty percent as
opposed to forty percent) means that the Liberal perty
w1ll still enjoy increasing strength.

The secularization of soclety during the past
decade 1s likely to continue to influence the strength
of religious voting. As seen ln Chapter two, thosge
who were non-attenders -or less religlous (subjectlvely)
are more likely to support the NDP than were religious
persons. Second, as parentall lnterest in religion has
declined over the past decade so 18 the probabillity of
of the strength of religlous voting among their chlldren
in twenty to thirty years. Soclal barrlers between the
two religious groups are breaking down as well. This
was 1nd1q?ted by the rate of inter-marriage. Inter-

marriages will likely further reduce the level of
’ A
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interest in religlon wlthin the family, which wlll again
be manlfeéted at the polls in another generatioh's time.
Also, the fertility rates of inter-marrled couples 1s
lower thereby suggesting an overall, long-term decrease
in the average famlly slze. While this wlll take a

long perlod of time to have any political impact it
will, nevertheless. reduce the strength of religilous

voting.
Conglusions

I have been able to identify- four major sources
of polltical change or continulty. First, based on
lpa‘at rates of inheritance religlous voting 1s expected
to continue to be the major poiitical cleavage. Second,
fertility rates suggest that the Liberal party will in-
crease ln support over time. Third, 1n so far as there
18 a further political decline in the lmportance of
religion (exclusive of its soclal relevance) this is
likely to result in a dimlnuatlon of religious based
votling and lncreased support for the third parties.
Finally.-tﬁe gsocial declline 1in theiimportance of
religlon during the past decade will 1likely reduce the
gstrength of religlous votlngs since there 1s an lncreas-
ing number of families in which the parents are not
very interested ln religion, or, are of two different
religion, or, are smhller in gize.

The impact of these varlous factors appear to be
offsetting, Inhoritance suggests the continuing impor-

tance of rellglous voting while the politlcal decline

f-/
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decline in the relevaqpe of religion is likely to
bri;\ about a further decline in. religlous voting.
Diffjlgﬁtlal fertllity rates imply increased leeral
support while the NDP ls expected to beneflt from a
soclal decline in the 1mpo£tance of religion.

Here 1t 1s important to distlngulsh bepween rel-
lgious voting per se and the abllity of rellgion_to
predict voting behaviour. That 1s, 1t seems likeiy
that the majority of Catholics--reg%-dless of the
strength of thelr ldentification, parential partisanship
or even age--wlll contlinue to support the ILiberal
party. At the same time the ability of religion to
distingulsh between party supporters is daciining. This
is likely due to a number of factors. First, younger
Catholics are no more 11kely‘than older Catholics to
support- the Conservatives but an 1ncrea§1ng number
do support the NDP. Second, the secularizatioh of
soclety operates against Protestant support for the
Congervative party and encourages increased NDP
support. The fin%; result being that religion has
little dlfferentigting power among the youngest cohort
even though the support for the various'partles.is
highly skewed.

Stated briefly, the net impact of all factors
are likely to be; increased Liﬁefal support (long term
from higher. Catholic fertility and shorter term from
Protﬁgtant replacement); 1pcreased support for ;he
third partleg (from replacement); decreasing amounts

of support for the Conservatlve party (from replacement
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and secularization); a further.decrease in the pre-
dicgive power of rellgion'on voting behaviour (from
replacement, inter-marriage, declining parentdl
interest in religion, and smaller families).

\?he factors whlch‘lnfluence the yotlng behavi&ur
of indtviduals are many and varied--particularly with
the brokefage ﬁarty system which exists in Caqada. I
have isolated but one soclal charactexristic in order
to agsess the nature of its relatlonship wigh party

preference and to analyze the changes in its importance - |

in relation to the political system. ‘

As I pointed out in the introduction the purpose

of this thesis was not to predict the-fu ure voting

_behaviour of Canadlans--such a feat would‘pe impessilble

without knowledge of the critical 1ssubs;jevents or ’

leaders. Rather, my intent was to analyze the shifte -

1n party support, both thelr suppert bases and strength.
In this respect I feel the major findlngs are twofold.
First, religion continues to be an ilmportant political

Lr e ——

dimension and will conitilnue to have major 1mplicatloﬁé' _“\

for the political system. Second, both the cohort

anaf¥sis and the secularization of soclety have support-

ed the theory that religlon has been loslng its pol-
1tical relevance and religlous voting--over generations

and time--has been declining.
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