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6 FOCUS

 

Remedial Action
Plan Forum
Focuses on
Creative

Strategies

 

ore than 500 participants
from around the Great
Lakes basin came to Wind-

sor, Ontario to share success stories,

strategies and practical experiences at
the Remedial Action Plan Forum held
October 21—22, 1993 immediately prior
to the International Joint Commis—

sion’s Biennial Meeting under the
Great Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment. Information sharing was en-
hanced by large citizen attendance,

travel support by the Great Lakes
Protection Fund, creative displays
and Video showings.

Breakout sessions focused on spe-
cific topics such as habitat enhance-
ment, human health issues, public

participation and combined sewer
overflows, but the major interest was

how to sustain the Remedial Action
Plan (RAP) process and find creative
ways to make it work.

RAPs were conceived in the mid-
19805 as a community-driven process
to restore conditions in severely pol-
luted rivers and bays around the
Great Lakes. Efforts to comprehen-
sively define the problems have been
completed in most of the 43 Areas of
Concern and attention has shifted to
looking for ways to finance the actual
cleanup efforts.

Commission U.S. Section Chairman
Gordon Durnil expressed his admira—
tion and respect for the thousands of
people working on RAPs who were
not willing to ignore the problems.
Having visited many of the communi—  

ties, he observed that success in rais-

ing resources was often related to
successfully communicating why the
cleanup is necessary. "For example,
what problems could your grandchild
suffer if we don’t remediate the bay?”
he asked.

Fred Fleischer of the Ontario Minis-
try of Environment and Energy stated
that promotion of community initia-
tives can bring far more momentum
than any government process. Danny

Epstein from Environment Canada
noted that efforts to build public in-
volvement and overcome initial skep-
ticism must be designed to find
practical solutions and not just study
the problems.

Resources and allies can be found
by bringing people from various pro-
grams in bureaucracies together, ac-

cording to Ava Hottman of the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency.
"You have to get a battering ram and
tear those walls down,” she said.

  

  

One often reiterated conclusion
was that people will make the RAP
process work and that organized
communities will have better access to
the limited resources that are avail-
able. In reflecting on her experience
with people involved in the RAP pro-
cess, Commissioner Hilary Cleveland
noted that they "had restored my
faith in democracy.”

For further information telephone
Mark Breederland, International Joint

Commission Regional Office,
(313)226-2170 in the United States
or (519)257-6700 in Canada.

   

Sommaire

 

Plus de 500 personnes, en prove-
nance de toutes les parties du
bassin des Grands Lacs, sont ven-

ues parler de leurs succes, de

leurs strategies et de leur experi-
ence pratique au forum sur les

Plans d’action correctrice, tenu a

Windsor (Ontario) les 21 et 22 oc—
tobre, a l’ouverture de la Biennale

de la Commission mixte interna—

tionale organisée en vertu de

l’Accord sur la qualité de l’eau
dans les Grands Lacs.

Des ateliers ont été consacrés a

certains sujets en particulier com-
me l’ame’lioration de l’habitat, les

questions de santé publique, la
participation de la population et
les trop-pleins des égouts mixtes;
toutefois, l’attention s’est avant

tout portée sur les moyens de

soutenir le processus cles Plans
d’action correctrice et sur de nou-

Velles facons d’en assurer 1a
bonne marche.

      Roger Thoma, Ohio Environmental Protection
7 Agency, stated major efi‘orts to restore lost

.- _ wetlands are neededfor wildlife habitat.

—

 

6

Focus on International Joint Commission Activities, Vol. 18 [1993], Iss. 3, Art. 1

https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/ijcfocus/vol18/iss3/1



FOCUS 7

  

Governments of Canada and United States
Act on Water Quality Recommendations

 

he International Joint Com-

mission provided the Gov-
ernments of Canada and the

United States with 13 far-reaching
recommendations in its March 1992
Sixth Biennial Report on Great Lakes
Water Quality. Both governments
formally responded in October 1993
and accepted the challenges or report—
ed action toward implementing most
of the recommendations. Some high-
lights are provided below.

Recognizing that the emerging
mass of information must at some
point be accepted as a sufficient basis
for action, the Commission recom-

mended applying a weight-of-evi-
dence approach to identifying and
Virtually eliminating persistent toxic
substances. Governments stated they
accept this recommendation.

Both governments indicated strong
support for incorporating the Great
Lakes and ecosystem considerations
into educational programs at all age
levels. They cited substantial initiatives
under the Canadian Green Plan and US.
National Environmental Education Act.

Both governments cited strict re—
quirements aimed at sunsetting the use
of PCBs, as well as efforts to develop
and gain public acceptance of destruc-
tion technologies. Canada is commit-
ted to destroying all PCBs in federal
storage by 1996.

Efforts to alter production processes
and eliminate the creation of dioxin
were also cited, with the US. Govern-

ment reporting a 70—85 percent reduc-
tion of dioxin from US. pulp and
paper mills between 1988 and 1991.

While neither government support-
ed sunsetting all uses of chlorine and
chlorine-containing compounds as
industrial feedstocks, both cited efforts  

to reduce specific uses in various eco—
nomic sectors. The United States indi—
cated it is emphasizing the banning,
cancellation and suspension of specific
chlorinated compounds that exert
deleterious and widespread environ-
mental impacts, such as DDT, dieldrin,

toxaphene, mirex and hexachloroben-
zene. Canada stated it will be proactive
by reducing or eliminating those uses of
chlorine-based compounds that are de-
termined to be toxic and persistent, in-

cluding those that are bioaccumulative.
The governments emphasized their

commitment to phasing out point
source releases of persistent toxic sub—
stances into Lake Superior, but stated
that setting a specific date to achieve
this is either premature or not practi-
cal.

Both governments cited progress in
reducing and eliminating uses of lead

and mercury, and both reported they
are actively pursuing the develop-
ment or expansion of a United Na—
tions Man and the Biosphere Reserve
within the Lake Superior basin.

  

Progress under Water Quality Agreement
was reported by 11.5. Environmental
Protection Agency Great Lakes Program
Office Director Chris Grundler.

 

Sommaire

 

En mars 1992, dans son Sixiéme

rapport biennal sur la qualité de
l’eau dans les Grands Lacs, la

Commission mixte internationale

formulait a l’intention des gouv-
ernements du Canada et des

Etats-Unis 13 recommandations

d’une grande portée. Les deux
gouvernements ont répondu

officiellement en octobre 1993, en

déclarant accepter de relever 1e
défi, ou en signalant les mesures

déja mises en oeuvre en vue de
l’application de la plupart des
recommandations.
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