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Governments of Canada and United States
Act on Water Quality Recommendations

he International Joint Com-

mission provided the Gov-

ernments of Canada and the
United States with 13 far-reaching
recommendations in its March 1992
Sixth Biennial Report on Great Lakes
Water Quality. Both governments
formally responded in October 1993
and accepted the challenges or report-
ed action toward implementing most
of the recommendations. Some high-
lights are provided below.

Recognizing that the emerging
mass of information must at some
point be accepted as a sufficient basis
for action, the Commission recom-
mended applying a weight-of-evi-
dence approach to identifying and
virtually eliminating persistent toxic
substances. Governments stated they
accept this recommendation.

Both governments indicated strong
support for incorporating the Great
Lakes and ecosystem considerations
into educational programs at all age
levels. They cited substantial initiatives
under the Canadian Green Plan and U S.
National Environmental Education Act.

Both governments cited strict re-
quirements aimed at sunsetting the use
of PCBs, as well as efforts to develop
and gain public acceptance of destruc-
tion technologies. Canada is commit-
ted to destroying all PCBs in federal
storage by 1996.

Efforts to alter production processes
and eliminate the creation of dioxin
were also cited, with the U.S. Govern-
ment reporting a 70-85 percent reduc-
tion of dioxin from U.S. pulp and
paper mills between 1988 and 1991.

While neither government support-
ed sunsetting all uses of chlorine and
chlorine-containing compounds as
industrial feedstocks, both cited efforts
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to reduce specific uses in various eco-
nomic sectors. The United States indi-
cated it is emphasizing the banning,
cancellation and suspension of specific
chlorinated compounds that exert
deleterious and widespread environ-
mental impacts, such as DDT, dieldrin,
toxaphene, mirex and hexachloroben-
zene. Canada stated it will be proactive
by reducing or eliminating those uses of
chlorine-based compounds that are de-
termined to be toxic and persistent, in-
cluding those that are bioaccumulative.

The governments emphasized their
commitment to phasing out point
source releases of persistent toxic sub-
stances into Lake Superior, but stated
that setting a specific date to achieve
this is either premature or not practi-
cal.

Both governments cited progress in
reducing and eliminating uses of lead

Progress under Water Quality Agreement
was reported by U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Great Lakes Program
Office Director Chris Grundler.

and mercury, and both reported they
are actively pursuing the develop-
ment or expansion of a United Na-
tions Man and the Biosphere Reserve
within the Lake Superior basin.

Sommaire

En mars 1992, dans son Sixieme
rapport biennal sur la qualité de
I'eau dans les Grands Lacs, la
Commission mixte internationale
formulait a I'intention des gouv-
ernements du Canada et des
Etats-Unis 13 recommandations
d’une grande portée. Les deux
gouvernements ont répondu
officiellement en octobre 1993, en
déclarant accepter de relever le
défi, ou en signalant les mesures
déja mises en oeuvre en vue de
I'application de la plupart des
recommandations.




