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16. Could vou please describe how vour pet(s) behave around vour partner.

- do they seem 1o like him?

- (if so) what is it about their behaviour that makes you think that they like

- do they cower or hide?

- are they aggressive with him?

7. Could vou please describe how the pet(s) react when there is stress in the family.
- how does the pet react when peopie argue or fight?
18. Have vou and your partner ever gotten into an argument about the pet(s)?
- (if so) what was/were the argument(s) about?
- how did the argument(s) end?
- (if no) were there ever arguments about feeding or taking care of the pet(s)?
- did your partner ever criticize the amount of attention that vou gave the pet(s)?
19. Aside from confining a pet while no one is home. could you describe any times
vour partner tied up or confined a pet to a room or cage for a long period of time?
- (if so) did he give a reason for doing it?
- how long was the animal confined and where?
- who released the animal and why?
- (if no) not even to punish the pet for doing something wrong?
20. Could you please describe any times vour partner kept vou from taking care of the
pet(s)?

- (if so) which pet(s)?
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- did he give a reason for not wanting vou to take care of it?

- what eventually happened?
- (if no) did he ever criticize the way that vou take care of the pet(s)?
21. Could vou please explain if your partner has ever done something to or with an
animal that some may consider offensive.
- research has indicated that some men are interested in watching or engaging in
sex with animals. Do vou know if this is something that vour partner is or was
interested in?
- (if no) did he ever joke about it?
- (if so) did he watch it in videos or look at it in magazines?

- to your knowledge. did he ever engage in sex with an animal?

- to vour knowledge. did he ever watch others engage in sex with an
animal?

- some women have indicated that their partner has asked them or forced
them to engage in sex with an animal. Has vour partner ever asked or
demanded that vou engage in sex with an animal?

- did he ever make comments/accusations about vou being involved sexually with
any of the pets?

22, Could you please describe how vour partner disciplines the pet(s)
- has your partner ever spanked or hit a pet to discipline or punish it?
23. Could vou please describe any times that vou have feared for your pet(s)” safety?

- (if so) which pet(s)?
- was the pet injured?

- what was the outcome?
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- (if no) has there been a time when someone else may have feared for your pet(s)”
safety. such as a friend or a family member?

24.  Could vou explain if vour partner has ever used an animal to threaten or harm vou
or anyone in vour family?

- (if so) which pet(s) was/were used?
- who was harmed or threatened?
- what was the outcome?
- how often has this occurred?
- (if no) has he ever threatened to get rid of the pet(s)?
25. Could you please describe any times that vour partner has threatened to harm or
kill vour pet(s)?
- (if so) what was/were the threat(s)?
- who was the threat directed at?
- which pet(s) did he threaten?
- did he follow through with his threat?
- how did the threat(s) make vou feel?
- (if no) not even like saving °I could kill this dog/cat” at a time when he was
angry?
26.  Could vou please tell me what you think is meant by the term “animal abuse .
- what are some acts that vou would consider to be animal abuse?
- what are some acts that vou would not consider animal abuse?

- (explain the operationalized definition to the respondent) For the purpose of
this interview. animal abuse will be defined as any intentional act that results in
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either the physical or psychological discomfort of an animal.

27. Could you please describe any incidents where your previous partners have
abused animals”?

- (if so) did this individual abuse you or your children (if respondent has
children)?

- please describe the abuse of the animal(s) as fully as possible.
- was/were vour pet(s) abused?

- how severe was the abuse?

- what were the circumstances that led up to the abuse?

- was the animal taken to a veterinarian for treatment?
- (if so) who took it? What did the vet say?

- did anvone witness the abuse?
- (if no) do you suspect that any of them might have?
28. Could vou please describe the circumstances surrounding any times that your
partner has hurt or killed animals. other than vour family pet(s).
- (if no) has he ever had to get rid of a nuisance animal. such as an animal that
was getting into the garbage or had gotten into the house?
29.  Could you please fully describe any times that your current partner abused.
neglected. or killed the family pet(s)?
- which pet(s) were abused/neglected?
- how severe was the abuse/neglect?
- what were the circumstances that led up to the abuse/neglect?

- was the pet taken to a veterinarian for treatment?
- (if so) who took it? What did the vet say?

- did anyone witness the abuse/neglect?
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- (if he hasn’t) has he ever done anything that someone might consider abuse or
neglect?

30. (If respondent indicates that there were children in the home) To vour
knowledge. did your partner physically abuse your children?

- did he verbally or emotionally abuse them?

31. (If respondent indicates that there were children in the home) Do you know if
vour children ever witnessed vour partner threaten to abuse or actually abuse an
animal?

- (if so) what type of animal(s) was/were threatened and/or abused?

- what was the nature of the threat or abuse?

- what was the child’s reaction?

|93}
2

(If respondent indicates that there were children in the home) How do you
think the abuse in the home has affected your children?

W
(%)

(If respondent indicates that there were children in the home) Could you
please describe how vour children interact with the pets.

- some women report that their children abused animals. Could you please
explain if your children ever threatened to abuse or abused an animal?

- (if so) which child?
- please describe the animal. Was it a pet?
- what was the outcome?
- was the child punished?
- did the child explain why s/he had done this?

- did the child express feelings of guilt?
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- how did vour partner react?

- how did vou feel about what the child had done?

- (if no) did the children ever unintentionally harm an animal?

Additional questions for those women who indicate that animal abuse occurred:

34.  Please think back to before the abuse began. To the best of your knowledge. were
vou. vour children (if applicable), or the pet(s) the first to be abused by your
partner?

- how long after the first incident was the next victim abused

- who was the next victim?

- did your partner abuse the pet(s). vourself. and your children (if applicable) at
the same time?

(VY]
Wy

Would you please fully describe the times when the pet(s) were abused.
- who abused them?

- how many times were they abused?

- was/were the pet(s) ever denied food and/or water?

- to your knowledge. did anyone outside of your home know the pet(s) were being
abused?

- what was the worst incident of abuse?
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Could you please describe any similarities you see between your abuse and that of
the pet(s).

How do vou feel about the abuse of the pet(s)?

- have you discussed it with others?
- (if so) with whom and what did they say?
- do vou talk about it often?

Why do vou think your partner abused the pet(s)?

- did he ever give vou a reason for the abuse?

- could vou please describe times he threatened to abuse or actually abused the
pet(s) to get someone in the family to do something?

Could vou please describe what your partner does after he is abusive.
- has he ever given the victim of the abuse a present?

- (if so) who was the victim and what was the present?

- has vour partner ever given the pet(s) a present or treat after abusing him/her?

Did vour partner have any pets that he considered to be his?

- (if so) did he abuse them?

- (if he hunts) was/were the pet(s) used for hunting?

Could you please explain whether or not vou feel that vour partner planned to
abuse the pet(s)?

- do you think that he abused the pet(s) to upset you or others in the family?
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- do vou think that he abused the pet(s) because he lost control?

42. Is there anything that [ have neglected to ask you that you feel is relevant or
important?

Those are all of the questions that [ have to ask you. Thank you very much for your
time and participation.
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APPENDIX C

My name is Amy Fitzgerald. and I am a graduate student in the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at the University of Windsor. For my Master’s thesis [ am

conducting research on the relationship between families and their pets.

I am conducting face to face interviews with women who have experienced
various forms of abuse. and who had a pet animal at the time of their own abuse. The
interviews. which will take approximately one hour. will be held in privacy at [name of
facility]. at a time which is convenient for you and acceptable to the facility. Anything
you say will be kept strictly confidential. and you will be able to withdraw at any point

before or during the interview.

If vou had a pet animal during the time of your abuse. and you are interested in
participating in this study (participation is voluntary). please advise one of the residential
counselors. and a convenient time for the interview will be established. Please be advised

that you will be asked to sign a consent form for the purposes of the interview.

Thank you very much for your time.

Amy Fitzgerald
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APPENDIX D

Interview Consent Form

Researcher: Amy Fitzgerald

This interview will take approximately one hour of your time. You may
experience some emotional discomfort as a result of the questions that I may be asking
you. Please remember that you are free to withdraw at any point during the interview.
The interview will be audio taped and the information that you give me will be kept

confidential.

[ am exploring the relationship between families and their pets. Therefore. the
information vou provide me with will be very useful. Your time and participation are

greatly appreciated.

I have read this consent form in its entirety and hereby voluntarily consent to

participate.

Signature Date
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APPENDIX E
Description of Research Study

My name is Amy Fitzgerald, and | am a graduate student in the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology at the University of Windsor. For my Master’s thesis | am conducting
research on the relationship berween families and their pets.

I am conducting face to face interviews with women who have experienced various
forms of abuse. and who had a pet animal at the time of their own abuse. The interviews take
approximately one hour. are held in privacy at [name of facility], and would be scheduled for a
time which is convenient for vou and acceptable to the facility. You would be free to withdraw
at any point before or during the interview. and to decline answering any questions. The
interview would be audio taped and the information that vou provide me with would be very
useful. and kept confidential.

If vou have had a pet animal during the time of vour abuse. and you are interested in
participating in this study (participation is voluntary). please fill out the bottom of this form and

retumn it to the [name of support group] counselor. and | will contact vou by phone to schedule a

convenient time for the interview.
Thank yvou very much for your time.

Amy Fitzgerald

Name: Phone Number:

What is the best time to reach vou?

Is it okay to leave a message for you?

I have read this form in its entirety and hereby voluntarily consent to participate.

Signature Date

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



APPENDIX F
Interview
Interview No.
. Introduce vourself and inquire as to how the respondent is doing
. Turn the tape recorder on and specify the date and time of the interview
. Advise the respondent of the following:

- the tape recorder has been turned on and it will be on for the duration of
the interview;

- you may experience some emotional discomfort due to the questions that 1
will be asking;

- vou do not have to answer any questions that vou do not want to;
- vou are free to leave or stop the interview at any time;

- the information that vou give me will be kept confidential (except for cases
of undisclosed child abuse).

- (have respondent sign the consent form)

. Any information that vou provide me with will be very useful and |
appreciate your time and participation

. Would you like to begin the interview now?
. Explain the operationalized definition of a pet:

For the purpose of this interview. a pet will be defined as any creature that is
dependent upon you or any member of your family for its well being.
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