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specifically, Queer theory shows us how heterosexual hegemony is a force in the organization of
society and how differences are maintained by boundaries of difference.

Third, the Criminology theories are important in addressing anti-gay behaviour. They show
us that other motivations (other than homophobia) are important determinants of anti-gay behaviour.
Routine Activities and the Theory of Criminality explain such factors as the number of perpetrators,
number of victims and location of incident. Differential Association, Social Learning and Role
theory aid in the explanation of how perpetrators learn the behaviour and how gender roles are an
essential part or the learning process. Miller’s focal concems, and Sykes and Matza’s techiniques of
neutralization help explain other possible motivation and the justifications or rationalization for the
anti-gay incidents.

DIRECTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

There are many areas that need to be explored in future research. First, researchers should
examine how children develop anti-gay attitudes. This would enable us to understand what are the
most important determinants of anti-gay socialization. It would be salient to examine how common
anti-gay taunts and teasing is in the school environment. Second, research should be conducted on
heterosexuals with positive attitudes. This would enable researchers to examine differences between
homophobes and non-homophobes. This may enable us to provide solutions for reducing negative
attitudes. Third, it is very important to further examine the consequences of anti-gay victimization. It
is important to look at coping strategies and to display how destructive anti-gay behaviour can be to
the victim. It is especially important to study the effects of anti-gay language because in many
instances the use of anti-gay language is minimized. Fourth, most research is male centered. Thus, it
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is very important to study anti-lesbianism to examine its connection to anti-femininity or anti-woman
attitudes.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study found that repulsion, fear/discomfort, religious/moral righteousness,
abnormality, and conditional acceptance were the major tenets of homophobic attitudes. However,
the anti-gay attitudes present in the subjects were only a symptom of a heterosexist society. A society
which defines gays and lesbians as a devalued minority that is consequently vulnerable to acts of
violence, exclusion, discrimination and ridicule. The study found that negative attitudes were
influenced by stereotypes, contact with lesbians and gay men, parents, peers, and social forces that
include, the media, education, cultural/geographical background, heterosexual hegemony and the
emergence of “political correctness.”

[n addition, this research project found that subjects were involved in a wide variety of anti-
gay behaviours that include: derision, avoidance, vehicular harassment, verbal harassment and
physical harassment. These behaviours tend not to be sanctioned by societal norms, values or
institutions. These behaviours are mutually reinforced by group behaviour and mentalities.

This study found that anti-gay language exists on an everyday basis, and is a prevalent
phenomenon that is a very popular form of expression. Listen carefully and you will observe that
anti-gay language occurs in many areas and is very seldom sanctioned. By using this language, by
joking about homosexuals, we are saying that it is okay to hate, okay to hate fellow human beings
whose only "transgression” is that they choose to love another same sex person. Anti-gay attitudes

and behaviours are not inherent to societal norms and institutions. They are not “natural” reactions
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towards homosexuality and they are not congenital to “normal” heterosexuals. They are social

constructions that are subject to modification and deconstruction.
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Appendix A

SOCIOLOGY SURVEY

My name is Ken Dowler and [ am a graduate student in Sociology. I am
asking you to take part in research that will contribute to an M. A. thesis.
Your participation is completely voluntary.

[ am asking you to fill out a survey on attitudes towards gay men and
lesbians. Please answer the following statements as honestly and quickly as
possible.

At the end of the survey [ am asking you to volunteer to discuss your views
on homosexuals. Anyone who is selected to be interviewed will get a couple
of slices of pizza and a pop (or 5 dollars). Anything you say will be kept
strictly confidential and you will not be identified in the thesis.

Your participation is greatly appreciated.

Thank you.



Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t

Agree Disagree Know
1) Lesbians just can't fitinto our society. | [ ] (1] (1] (1
2) A woman’s homosexuality should not be a cause for [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] (]
job discrimination in any situation.
3) Female homosexuality is detrimental to society
because it breaks down the natural divisions between [ 1] [ 1 [ 1] [ 1 [ 1]
the sexes.
4) Laws regulating private, consenting lesbian behaviour [ ] [ ] L] [ ] [ ]
should be loosened.
5) Female homosexuality is a sin. {1 [ ] [ 1] [ ] (]
6) If a man has homosexual feelings, he should do (] [ ] [ ] (] [ ]
everything he can to overcome them.
I .
7) a\::gtr:g s::: :f, too upset if | learned that my son were (] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
8) Homosexual behaviour between two men is just plain
wrong, (1 0 0 TR O R O
9) The idea of male homosexual marriages seems
ridiculous to me. (] ] ] - )
10) Male homosexuality is merely a different kind of (] (] [ ] [ ] [ ]
lifestyle that should not be condemned.
11) The growing number of lesbians indicates a decline in (]
The gro (1 t1 1l
12) Female homosexuality in itself is no problem, but (] (] [ ] [ ] [ ]
what society makes of it can be a problem.
13) Female homosexuality is a threat to many of our basic (] (] L] [ ] (]
social institutions.
14) ::xn‘\‘aall?t;t.)mosexuahty is an inferior form of [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
15) Lesbians are sick. (1 [ ] [ ] [ ] {1
16) Male homosexual couples should not be allowed to (] [ ] [ ] (] [ ]
adopt children the same as heterosexual couples.
17) I think male homosexuals are disgusting. [ 1 [ ] (] [ ] (1]
18) ::loeo {'l.omosexuals should not be allowed to teach [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [}
19) Male homosexuality is a perversion. [ ] [ 1 [ 1 [ ] (]
20) Just as in other species, male homosexuality is a [ ] (] [ ] (] [ ]
natural expression of sexuality in human men.
21) [ would feel nervous being in a group of [ 1 (] [ ] [ 1 [ 1

homosexuals.



Strongly Strongly Don‘t

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Know

22) [ would feel fortable if | learned my boss was

o csaaal T orale y [ ] [ (] [ [
23) I would feel uncomfortable if I learned m

roommate w:s a Ir\:mosex:al. ¢ (] (1 ] - ]
24) ] am comfortable around gays and lesbians. {1 (1 [ ] (1] [ ]
25) Gays and lesbians set a bad example for children. [ 1] [ 1] (1 [ ] (1]
26) Gays and lesbians should just stay in the closet. [ 1 [ ] (] [ ] [ ]
27) Gay men are effeminate (feminine) {1 (] { ] [} (1
28) Lesbians are too masculine. (1 [ ] [ 1 {1 [ ]
29) Homosexuals try to seduce children. [} [ ] (1 {1 (1]
30) Homosexuals are responsible for the spread of

AIDS, P [ ] [ ] (] [ ] [ )

Please Circle your Gender: Male Female

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR FILLING OUT THIS SURVEY.

THIS SECTION IS OPTIONAL

I would like to invite you to discuss your views on homosexuals. Interviews will last about an hour and will
contribute to an MA thesis on attitudes towards homosexuals. Anyone who is selected to be interviewed will
get a couple of slices of pizza and pop (or 5 dollars). Anything you say will be kept strictly confidential and
you will not be identified in the thesis.

Name (first)
(last-optional)
phone-number
e-mail

1 will try to get a hold of you as soon as possible. If you want more information, please feel free to contact .
me (Ken) at 253-1669 or e-mail me at dowler@uwindsor.ca



Appendix B
Survey Results

Total Sample- 569
Male -189
Female -380
1. Lesbians just can't fit into our society

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly

Disagree

Total -% 44 79 425 392
Male 85 10.1 413 323
Female 24 6.8 43.2 426
Subjects
Male 30 20 40 0
Female 20 30 40 0

2. A woman'’s homosexuality should not be a cause for job discrimination in any situation.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

Strongly Agree  Agree

524
376
59.7

50
10

32
38.6
28.7

0
50

Disagree

6.9
9.5
55

30
40

Strongly
Disagree
6.3

1.1

3.9

20
0

155

Don’t Know

10
10

Don’t Know

2.5
32
2.1

0
0

3. Female homosexuality is detrimental to society because it breaks down the natural divisions between the

SEXes.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

Strongly Agree  Agree

6.9
1.1
47

10
40

15.6
17.5
14.7

50
40

Disagree

359
344
36.6

Strongly
Disagree
28
233
226

10
0

Don’t Know

18.8
13.8
213

30
20



4. Laws regulating private, consenting lesbian behaviour should be loosened.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

Strongly Agree

11.8
12.7
6.8

10
0

5. Female homosexuality is a sin.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

6. If a man has homosexual feelings, he should do everything he can to overcome them.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

7. 1 would not be too upset if I learned that my son were a homosexual.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

Strongly Agree

9.8
12.2
8.7

30
40

Strongly Agree

12
233
6.3

50
10

Strongly Agree

23
42
12.6

Agree

36.7
39.7
23.7

10
10

Agree

9.7
10.6
92

10
20

Agree

12
19
8.4

20
40

Agree

19.2
15.9
31.1

10
0

Disagree

213
16.4
353

50
60

Disagree

304
339
287

40
40

Disagree

388
333
41.6

20
20

Disagree

313
238
213

20
20

Strongly
Disagree
83

11.1

11.3

20
20

Strongly
Disagree
399
328
43.4

0
0

Strongly
Disagree
279

9

374

Strongly
Disagree
19.2
40.7
17.1

60
60

156

Don’t Know

22
20.1
229

10
10

Don’t Know

10.2
10.6
10

o
o

Don’t Know

93
15.3
6.3

10
30

Don’t Know

74
15.3
17.9

10
20



8. Homosexual behaviour between two men is just plain wrong.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree
Total -% 17.2 14.9 374
Male 328 16.4 30.7
Female 9.5 14.2 40.8
Subjects
Male 60 30 0
Female 30 50 10

9. The idea of male homosexual marriages seems ridiculous to me.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree
Total -% 23 19.2 31.3
Male 38.1 222 233
Female 15.5 17.6 353
Subjects
Male 60 30 0
Female 50 40 0

10. Male homosexuality is merely a different kind of lifestyle that should not be condemned.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree
Total -% 24.6 38.7 18.8
Male 13.2 36.5 22.2
Female 30.3 39.7 17.1
Subjects
Male 0 30 30
Female 0 30 40

11. The growing number of lesbians indicates a decline in morals.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree
Total -% 6.9 9 43.4
Male 11.1 11.6 418
Female 47 1.6 442
Subjects
Male 30 10 40

Female 20 30 20

Strongly
Disagree
234
11.1
29.5

Strongly
Disagree
19.2
10.1
23.7

10

Strongly
Disagree
12.5
217

79

20
30

Strongly
Disagree
311
238
347

157

Don't Know

Don’'t Know
74

6.3
79

10

Don’t Know
54

6.3
5

20
0

Don’t Know

9.7
11.6
8.7

20
30
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12. Female homosexuality in itself is no problem, but what society makes of it can be a problem.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 26.9 48 144 47 69

Male 243 439 16.9 79 5.5

Female 28.2 50 13.2 32

Subjects

Male 10 40 10 20 20

Female 20 0 50 20 10

13. Female homosexuality is a threat to many of our basic social institutions.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 5.1 13.7 45 241 12.1
Male 10.1 15.3 40.7 249 9
Female 2.6 12.9 47.1 23.7 13.7
Subjects
Male 40 30 10 0 20
Female 10 40 20 0 30

14. Female homosexuality is an inferior form of sexuality.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 54 11.4 394 23.2 20.6

Male 9 10.6 413 19.6 19.6

Female 3.7 11.8 384 25 21.1
Subjects

Male 20 20 20 10 30

Female 0 50 20 0 30

15. Lesbians are sick.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 6.7 8.6 359 43.1 5.8
Male 9 53 402 37 85
Female 55 10.3 33.7 46.1 45
Subjects

Male 20 0 40 20 20
Female 20 60 10 0 10
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16. Male homosexual couples should not be allowed to adopt children the same as heterosexual couples.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 244 16 26.2 172 16.2
Male 37 19.6 19 1.1 13.2
Female 18.2 14.2 29.7 203 17.6
Subjects
Male 80 20 0 0 0
Female 70 20 0 0 10

17. I think male homosexuals are disgusting.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total % 15.6 14.2 34.4 292 6.5
Male 339 18.5 243 14.8 85
Female 6.6 12.1 395 36.3 5.5
Subjects

Male 80 20 0 0 10
Female 30 40 20 0 10

18. Male homosexuals should not be allowed to teach school.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 8.1 46 36.7 446 6
Male 20.1 79 41.3 249 5.8
Female 2.1 29 345 54.5 6.1
Subjects
Male 40 10 40 0 10
Female 10 10 60 20

19. Male homosexuality is a perversion

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 10.9 1.1 322 315 144
Male 249 13.2 28 19 14.8
Female 39 10 34.2 376 14.2
Subjects
Male 50 10 0 0 40

Female 30 10 30 0 30
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20. Just as in other species, male homosexuality is a natural expression of sexuality in human men.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 13.2 35.7 15.8 149 204

Male 58 28 159 27.5 228

Female 16.8 395 15.8 8.7 19.2
Subjects

Male 0 10 20 50 20

Female 0 10 10 40 40

21. I would feel nervous being in a group of homosexuals.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 13.7 17.8 308 25.1 12.7
Male 30.7 249 21.2 14.3 9
Female 5.3 14.2 355 305 14.5
Subjects
Male 50 30 10 0 10
Female 30 30 30 10 0

22. | would feel uncomfortable if I learned that my boss was a homosexual.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 10.4 13.9 41.7 26 8.1

Male 19.6. 21.7 36 14.3 8.5

Female 58 10 445 318 79

Subjects

Male 40 40 10 10 0

Female 20 40 30 0 10

23. I would feel uncomfortable if I learned my roommate was a homosexual.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 20 27.6 24.1 17.4 10.9
Male 349 30.2 18.5 8.5 79
Female 12.6 263 26.8 218 12.4
Subjects
Male 70 30 0 0

0
Female 20 50 20 0 10
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24. I am comfortable around gays and lesbians.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree

Total -% 18.6 346 18.6 9.7 18.5

Male 10.6 27.5 275 16.9 17.5

Female 22.6 382 14.2 6.1 18.9
Subjects

Male 0 0 50 30 20

Female 0 30 30 20 20

25. Gays and lesbians set a bad example for children.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 10.5 17 37.1 253 10
Male 16.9 222 32.8 16.4 11.6
Female 7.4 14.5 39.2 29.7 9.2
Subjects
Male 30 50 20 0 0
Female 30 60 10 0 0

26. Gays and Lesbians should just stay in the closet.

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 14 9.3 41.7 32 9.7
Male 16.9 16.4 40.7 14.8 1.1
Female % 5.8 42.1 40.5 8.9
26
Subjects
Male 20 40 10 0 30
Female 0 50 30 0 20

27. Gay Men are effeminate

Strongly Agree  Agree Disagree Strongly Don’t Know
Disagree
Total -% 10.7 264 35.1 10.7 17
Male 19.6 302 243 10.6 15.3
Female 6.3 245 40.5 10.8 17.9
Subjects
Male 60 10 10 0 20

Female 20 50 20 0 10



28. Lesbians are too masculine.

Total -%
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

Strongly Agree  Agree

54 15.5
10.6 16.9
29 14.7
20 20
10 30

29. Homosexuals try to seduce children.

Total %
Male
Female

Subjects
Male
Female

Strongly Agree  Agree

23 3
5 6.3
R 1.3
10 10
0 0

Disagree

475
43.4
495

40
40

Disagree

316
339
30.5

30
20

30. Homosexuals are responsible for the spread of AIDS.

Total -%
Male
Female
Subjects

Female

Strongly Agree  Agree

44 1.2
9 16.4
2.1 8.7
10 30
30 30

Disagree

353
376
342

20
10

Strongly
Disagree
14.4
12.7
15.3

Strongly
Disagree
52.2
40.2
58.2

20
30

Strongly
Disagree
35.5

27

39.7

10
20

162

Don’t Know

172
16.4
17.6

20
10

Don’t Know

10.9
14.5
92

30
50

Don’t Know

13.5
10.1
15.3

30
10
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Appendix C

INTERVIEW GUIDE

Introductory Statement:

Pro gay groups have spokespersons but in a politically correct environment nobody wants
to hear how other people feel about homosexuals or what their experiences are. Would
you mind just talking to me about your feelings about homosexuals? As well as talking to
me about any anti-gay behaviour that you know about or have witnessed?

1) Do you know any gay men?

If yes:

a) How do you know him?

b) How do you feel about him? (Why?)

¢) Do you feel this way about all gay men? (Why?)

d) In general how do you feel about gays? Where do you think that you learned these
feelings? Do you think that your feelings or beliefs will change? (ie. Do you think
that you would feel differently about gay men?) Why or Why not?

If no:

a) Why not?

b) How do you feel about gay men? (Why?)

c) In general how do you feel about gays? Where do you think that you learned these
feelings? Do you think that your feelings or beliefs will change? (ie. Do you think
that you would feel differently about gay men?) Why or Why not?

Ask same questions about lesbians.

2. What do your friends think about homosexuals?
(Demarcate lesbians and gay men)

a) Why do you think they feel this way"
b) How do they communicate these views to you? (ie. How do you know that they feel
this way?)

3. What do your parents think about homosexuals?
(Demarcate lesbians and gay men)

a) Why do you think they feel this way?
b) How do they communicate these views to you? (ie. How do you know that they feel
this way?)
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4. What do you think is the difference between homosexuals and heterosexuals?
(Demarcate lesbians and gay men)

a) probe into roles, attitudes and behavioural differences

b) probe into masculinity and femininity, ie. Ideal man or ideal woman.

The next questions are about a part of your life in which we know little about, things that
you might have witnessed or done that could get you into trouble with the law. Some of
these questions may be difficult to answer, they may be things you have told very few
people. But if [ am going to understand your experiences with gay men and lesbians [
need you to answer as honestly as possible... [ want to make it clear that whatever you
say is strictly confidential and that you have the right not to answer any questions.

Please don’t give me names of anybody or specific locations.

5. Have you ever heard comments or jokes about gays and lesbians such as queer,
faggot, dyke etc.? Or have you made these comments or jokes about gays or lesbians?

a) In what settings do you hear (or say) these jokes or language?

b) Do you use these words to describe heterosexuals? Why? Under what circumstances
do you use this language to describe heterosexuals?

¢) Do you think that this language is harmless. Why or Why not?

d) Do your parents use this language? Please describe.

e) Do your friends use this language? Please describe.

f) Do you know anybody who has ever written derogatory remarks about gays and
lesbians on bathroom walls, desks, posters, etc. If yes (describe) Have you ever? If
yes describe.

g) Do you know anybody who has damaged personal property of a gay man or lesbian or
someone perceived as gay? For example scratching cars, breaking windows, graffiti,
or vandalism? Have you ever? If yes (describe using other guide questions) If no ,
Why not?

6. Have you ever heard a gay man (or perceived) being called a fag or a queer? (or other
terms) Have you ever witnessed a gay man being teased? Or have you ever did this?

If yes:

Please describe (most recent)

a) What words/actions were used?

b) Where did the incident(s) happen? (In general terms, do not give me specific
locations.)

¢) At what time did the incident happen? (At night or in the day?) Were you drinking?

d) Were there other people involved? How did they react?

e) Did you know the victim?
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f) Why do you think that you and your friends did this?

g) How did this make you feel?

h) Did you ever have any regrets about what happened? Would you do it again?

i) How did you friends feel about the incident? (or would feel?)

j) How did your ( or would) family feel about the incident?

k) Were you worried that the police would get involved? Was there any charges laid?

If no:
a) Why not?
b) Do you think that it is ever acceptable to tease make fun of or insult a gay man?

Ask same questions about lesbians.

7. Have you ever heard about or witnessed people throwing objects at or spitting at a
gay man? How about a gay man being followed or chased? Have you ever did this?
(Give example of being in a car.)

If yes:
Please describe (most recent)

a) what did you (or they) do?

b) Where did the incident(s) happen? (In general terms, do not give me specific
locations.)

c) At what time did the incident happen? (At night or in the day?) Were you drinking?

d) Were there other people involved? How did they react?

e) Did you know the victim?

f) Why do you think that you and your friends did this?

g) How did this make you feel?

h) Did you ever have any regrets about what happened? Would you do it again?

i) How did you friends feel about the incident? (or would feel?)

j) How did your ( or would) family feel about the incident?

k) Were you worried that the police would get involved? Was there any charges laid?

If no:

a) Why not?

b) Do you think that it is ever acceptable to do this?
Ask same questions about lesbians.




8. Do you know anyone who has punched, hit, kicked, or shoved a gay man or lesbian?
Have you ever witnessed this? Have you ever been involved?

If yes:
Please describe (most recent)

a) what did you (or they) do?

b) Where did the incident(s) happen? (In general terms, do not give me specific
locations.)

¢) At what time did the incident happen? (At night or in the day?) Were you drinking?

d) Were there other people involved? How did they react?

e) Did you know the victim?

f) Why do you think that you and your friends did this?

g) How did this make you feel?

h) Did you ever have any regrets about what happened? Would you do it again?

i) How did you friends feel about the incident? (or would feel?)

j) How did your ( or would) family feel about the incident?

k) Were you worried that the police would get involved? Was there any charges laid?

If no:
a) Why not?
b) Do you think that it is ever acceptable to do this?

Ask same questions about lesbians

9. I[s there anything that we have not discussed that you feel is important to discuss?
(Give them time to think.) Or is there anything that you want to clarify?
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Appendix D

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

You have been asked to participate in a study on attitudes towards homosexuals. [ am
interviewing men and women about their views and encounters with lesbians and gay
men.

The following interview has some questions that ask about your knowledge of anti-gay
behaviours and possible participation in this anti-gay behaviour. Some of these questions
may be difficult for you to answer; they may be things that you have told very few
people. But if we are going to understand your experiences with gay men and lesbians |
need you to answer as honestly as possible.

The interview should take about one hour. The interview will be tape recorded. Anything
you say in the interview is strictly confidential. Your name will not be associated with
your comments. [ will not include any information that could identify you or other
individuals on the transcripts (written versions) | make of these tapes. The tapes will be
stored securely in a locked filing cabinet in my home. After the transcription the tapes
will be destroyed.

Your participation in this interview is completely voluntary. You do not have to answer
any questions. You may choose not to answer specific questions. You are free to end the
interview at any point.

If you have any further questions about the interview, please call me at (519) 253-1669 or
email me at : dowler@uwindsor.ca

This project has been cleared by the University of Windsor Ethics Committee.

Please feel free to contact Dr. Alan Hall (Head of Ethics Committee) at 253-4232 Ext.
2202

Please sign the form on the next page, if you are willing to participate in this interview. [
will leave one copy of this sheet with you and take another with me. Everyone that [
interview will get five dollars to thank you for your participation.
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Consent form

[ hereby give my informed consent to be interviewed. [ understand the nature of
my involvement, and I have been assured that my answers will be kept strictly
confidential. At no point during the future analysis will [ be identified by name. [ further
understand that any quotations from this interview will appear without anything that
identifies who [ am.

[ am aware that [ have the right to refuse to answer any questions and that [ may
also withdraw from this interview at any time. Finally, I understand that there is no risk
to me stemming from this interview.

Name (please print)

Signed

Date

Thank You

Researcher: Ken Dowler, Graduate Student, Dept. of Sociology

Advisors: Dr. Barry Adam , Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology
Dr. Stephen Baron, Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology
Dr. Henry Minton, Dept. of Psychology
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Appendix E

ETHICS COMMITTEE CONCERNS



professor should be absent from the room when requesting
volunteers. This is aimed at ensuring that there is no compulsion
to participate.

Please discuss these suggestions with your supervisor and committee
and contact me if you have any questions.

-, e @ =
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APPENDIX F

APPENDAGE TO ETHICS

This appendage is to address the concerns of the ethics committee. The concerns
that were brought forward were deception, risk to the researcher and confidentiality. [
believe that I have confronted these concems in consultation with my committee and
with Dr. Mary Lou Dietz (former Head of the Department).

The issue of deception can be addressed by asking the subject before the
interview. “Do you consider yourself pro/anti or neutral towards gays and lesbians?”” And
then asking “Would you mind just talking to me about any anti-gay behaviour that you
know about or you have witnessed?” At this point [ will add a further comment to put the
subject at ease and to facilitate participation. [ will state “Pro gay groups have
spokespersons but in a politically correct environment nobody wants to hear how other
people feel about homosexuals or what their experiences are”. This will reduce risk to
myself as the subject will be able to trust me. Or at the very least perceive me as a person
who wants to hear their “side of the story.”

The subject will be fully aware of the direction of the research before the start of
the research. They will know up front that we will be discussing anti-gay attitudes and
behaviours. At this point [ will have the subjects read and sign the informed consent |
form. I have made some revisions to the original informed consent form (which was
submitted to the Ethics committee) in order to address deception and confidentiality
I would like to address the issue of risk to myself. I believe that the benefits of the

research outweigh any risk that [ may encounter. Research on gay bashers is scarce and [
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believe that [ am an excellent candidate to do this type of research. I have also modified
my interview questions to make them less confrontational (see interview guide). [ don’t
ask about specific behaviours. I ask them about their knowledge of and possible
participation in anti-gay behaviours. In addition [ am adding a statement before I start
asking questions on behaviour. The statement reads: The next questions are about a part
of your life in which we know little about, things that you might have witnessed or done
that could get you into trouble with the law. Some of these questions may be difficult to
answer, they may be things you have told very few people. But if [ am going to
understand your experiences with gay men and lesbians I need you to answer as honestly
as possible...I want to make it clear that whatever you say is strictly confidential and that
you have the right not to answer any questions.

The final issue [ want to address is confidentiality. [ want to make it clear to the
Ethics committee, what my view of confidentiality entails. In the informed consent form
[ state that the subject will not be identified. I believe that it is my ethical responsibility,
to uphold the trust that the subjects have placed in me. Despite the nature of the subjects
behaviour, [ will preserve confidentiality.

In conclusion, [ have revised my interview guide, informed consent form and 1
have added statements that [ will verbally administer before the start of the interview.

Thank you

Ken Dowler
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Appendix G

GRAFFITI ON BATHROOM WALLS

Dec 13/97
Room CHS Wg-12

[ don’t care what you fags do, but [ don’t want to see you on T.V. or elsewhere whining
you have AIDS and want us normal people to save your worthiess lives.

I can’t believe I'm sitting on the same toilette a queer sat on! Put extra toilette paper on
the seat.

Change the world KILL A QUEER!

It’s a good thing University opened up your mind or you would have wrote: Change the
world kill two queers!

Fuck gay rights. Gays should all be put on a fucking island. If they want to be equal. How
the fuck can you faggots fight for equality when your not FUCKING EQUAL!! Think
about that you fucking queer!

Room CHS Wg-14
Faggots must die!!

All fags and people with AIDS should be put on a island and shot.
(Response) Your are narrow minded.
(Response) You are a cocksucking bleeding heart liberal who will die with all the fags.

[ hope all Queers will get AIDS and DIE.

(Response) If | were gay or my brother was, I would hunt you down. Although your
probably gay yourself, most homophobe are.

(Response) Admit it you are gay, so is your brother, your dog, and your father and your
mother likes to eat out little girls. '



175

VITA AUCTORIS

Ken Dowler was born in 1970 in Palmerston, Ontario. He graduated from Norwell
District Secondary School in 1989. From there he went on to the University of Windsor
where he obtained a B.A. in Criminology in 1996. He is a candidate for the Master’s
degree in Sociology at the University of Windsor and will graduate in the fall of 1998.

He is currently a part-time support worker with Windsor Community Living and
is attending Wayne State University in September 1998 where he plans to complete his
Ph.D. in Sociology.



