


example. Breton. Isajiw, Kalbach and Reitz (1990) explored attitudes toward racial and 

ethnic groups within a Candaian context. Research on the relationship between social 

distance and racism demonstrates the importance of social proximity in influencing 

acceptance of others. These findings about social distance are important not only for 

research on the acceptance of sex workers and sex work as work, but also for any research 

on marginalized groups (e.g., young offenders, people living with AIDS). With respect to 

sex work, research findings demonstrating the influence of social distance on tolerance or 

acceptance of marginalized groups or individuals, may contribute to the formation of 

policies similar to desegregation laws. Public policy can be used to close gaps and 

promote acceptance of what sex workers do as work.

Despite findings of low acceptance of sex work as work within this study, the 

question arises of whether the acceptance o f the vocabulary of sex work (e.g., within the 

laws) could possibly change public views. A change in public views as a result of a 

change in vocabulary was successful in areas such as race and the physically disabled. 

However, it has not been successful in the area of mentally disabled, where a constant 

change in the correct terminology was used to move away from the constant 

stigmatization of past terminology. Listserve discussions have already addressed this 

question. Sex workers such as Laura M. Agustin argue that the adoption of the term “sex 

work” will likely result in another term used to stigmatize those working in the sex 

industry. In addition. Agustin raises the possibility of increased legal sanctions resulting 

from the acceptance of sex work as work. For example, the introduction of licensing for 

occupations in the sex industry as a result of the acceptance of the vocabulary of sex work
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may further marginalize sex workers who do not qualify for licensing or it may lead to 

increased state control as police are able to maintain databases on sex workers. The 

advantages and disadvantages of the rhetoric of sex work are still currently being 

discussed among sex workers, feminists, and academics. These discussions have not, 

however, influenced public perceptions of the industry or current vocabulary for work in 

the sex industry.

Limitations of Study

There are two limitations specific to this study. Firstly, the sample within this 

study consisted mainly of full-time university students enrolled in introductory sociology 

courses. University students are arguably unrepresentative of the general population. 

They tend to represent those who are destined for and often come from the upper 

spectrum of social classes. A student-based sample was useful, nonetheless, because of 

the exploratory nature of this study and the existing time and financial impediments. The 

sampling of introductory sociology courses was used to negate some of the influence of 

university culture and knowledge gained from upper-level coursework in sociology, 

which might further segregate the views of respondents from those of the population at 

large.

Secondly, this study was unable to determine a causal direction between preferred 

social distance and the acceptance of sex work as work. Results of the final set of 

regressions determined that the acceptance of closer proximity to sex work and sex 

workers, also measured as social distance, was the only consistent influence on 

respondents' acceptance of sex work as a job like any other job and agreeing that sex
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workers deserve the same occupational benefits and responsibilities as other workers.

The analyses could not, however, determine causal order. The analyses, in effect, did 

established the existence of these relationships but not the order of influence. For 

example, it may be the case that respondents’ acceptance o f sex work as a job like any 

other job influences whether respondents accept closer proximity to sex workers as 

opposed to the reverse. Causality, however, was not the goal of this study. In order to 

determine causality an experimental study of preferred social distance and acceptance of 

sex work as work is needed.

Despite these limitations this study did have a number of strengths. In particular, 

this study had strong measures for the dependent variable. In the absence of established 

and tested measures for the dependent variable, acceptance o f sex work as work, 

measures were created. These scales had strong alphas (.72 to .88) and factor analysis 

revealed that the two indicators used during analyses did not need to be modified. These 

measures should be validated in future research.

Recommendations

There are five recommendations for future research on sex work as work that are 

from this study. Firstly, there is a notable difference between the two dependent variable 

indicators during multivariate analysis. Stepwise regressions o f the influence of all the 

independent variables (gender, frequency of attendance at a religious gathering within the 

last month, values, general knowledge and beliefs about sex work, beliefs about reasons 

for women’s entrance into sex work, experience and preferred social distance from sex 

work) on acceptance of sex work as work revealed that 31% of the variation in the

87

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



variable sex work is a job like any other job is explained by the variables experience and 

preferred social distance. Contrarily, only 10% of the variation in the variable sex 

workers deserve the same occupational benefits and responsibilities as other workers was 

explained by the variables preferred social distance from sex work and frequency of 

attendance at a religious garnering within the last month. The variation explained in the 

latter independent variable indicator is substantially smaller than that o f the former. As 

almost 90% of the variation in the variable sex workers deserve the same occupational 

benefits and responsibilities as other workers is unexplained further research is needed to 

find out what other factors are influencing its acceptance. Qualitative analysis, such as 

interviews, would likely enable the uncovering of factors not included in this study.

Secondly, a survey of the general population is necessary for future research on 

sex work as work. Student-based samples are limited for reasons previously mentioned. 

A random sampling of the general public would give a more accurate account of what 

public sentiments are with respect to sex work as work and whether social distance is the 

primary influence on acceptance of this conceptualization

Thirdly, the conceptualization of “sex work as work” was developed and 

advocated by sex workers and more sociological research needs to incorporate this 

perspective. Sex workers have an inside perspective of sex work and have a better 

understanding not only of the work itself but also of the needs and experiences of the 

workers. In this respect, it seems very likely that inclusion o f sex workers of varying 

genders and the perspectives they promote would be beneficial for research in the area of 

sex work.
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Fourthly, this study combined three forms of sex work — escorting, exotic dancing 

and street prostitution -  into the single concept “sex work” but did not test whether one 

was more accepted as work than the others. Repeated measures ANOVA would help 

identify whether some forms of sex work are more likely to be seen “as work” than 

others. Findings of the repeated measures ANOVA would confirm of dispel the finding 

of the occupational ranking, which suggests that the sex work occupations are not treated 

differently by respondents.

Lastly, a more in-depth examination of the conceptualization of sex work as a 

“job like any other job” and what is required for sex workers to have '‘the same benefits 

and responsibilities as other workers.” would also be useful. Questions to be addressed in 

such work might include:

• What is it about sex work that makes it different from other work?

• What is it about sex work that makes it similar to other work?

• What benefits and responsibilities could be applied to which types pf sex 

work?

Nussbaum (1999) began to address the first two questions in her comparisons of 

sex work to other forms of work and Bindman and Doezema (1997) began to address all 

three in their report to the International Labour Organization. Further work could build 

on these preliminary foundations.

This study represents an attempt to examine whether acceptance of sex work as 

work is accepted among a sample of university students. Public acceptance is an 

important area of study because of the contribution public attitudes make to policy on sex
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work. Changes, adaptations and revisions within the laws, such as the recent granting of 

license status to escorts and exotic dancers in Windsor, exemplify how at times pressure 

from groups of stakeholders can influence policy even though the public may agree. 

Sociologists in particular should be aware of the current views of the public toward sex 

work and also the perspective of the workers to fully understand this social phenomenon. 

The results of this study are significant not only to sociologists but to all academics 

studying sex work and its related policies.

90

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



APPENDIX A: Letter to Participants

Dear Participant:

My name is Sasha R. Drummond and I am a graduate student in the Sociology Department. 
1 am doing a study exploring student attitudes toward occupations in the sex trade industry, for 
example, street prostitution, exotic dancing/stripping and escorts/call girls. This survey is being 
done under the supervision of Dr. Maticka-Tyndale and the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at the University of Windsor, and is part of the requirements for a Masters of Arts 
Degree.

I ask that you take approximately fifteen to twenty minutes of your time to fill out the 
following questionnaire. Your participation is voluntary and you have the right to refuse to answer 
any or all of the questions. If you participate in this survey, your identity and answers will be kept 
confidential.

The study has been approved by the Department of Sociology and Anthropology Ethics 
Committee. Any questions or comments regarding how this study is being done should be reported 
to the Head of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Dr. Lynne Phillips 
(ext. 2190), for referral to the Ethics Committee. Filling out this questionnaire will be taken as your 
agreement to participate in the survey. If you do not wish to participate, it is not necessary to fill out 
the following questionnaire. If you have already completed this questionnaire in another class, 
please return it blank.

Results of this study will be available online at: 
http://www.geocities.com/srsdruin/sexworkstudy.htiiil

Thank you for your time, participation, and cooperation.
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APPENDIX B: Survey on Knowledge, Attitudes and Beliefs 
about the Sex Trade Industry

Please answer the following questions by filling in the appropriate number on the scantron 
provided.

1. Are you: (0) male or (1) female

2. How old are you?
(0) 18 or younger
(1) 19
(2) 20
(3) 21
(4) 22
(5) 23
(6) 24
(7) 25
(8) 26
(9) 27 +

3. What faculty are you currently enrolled in?
(0) Arts
(1) Social Science
(2) Science
(3) Business
(4) Engineering
(5) Human Kinetics
(6) Undecided
(7) Other _________________________

4. What year did you start at the University of Windsor?
(0) 1995 or earlier
(1) 1996
(2) 1997
(3) 1998
(4) 1999
(5) 2000
(6 ) 2001
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5. What year do you expect to graduate?
(0) 2001 
( 1) 2002
(2) 2003
(3) 2004
(4) 2005
(5) 2006
(6) 2007
(7) 2008
(8) 2009
(9) Other ________________________

6. Are you a full-time student?
(0) no
(1) yes

7. Where were you bom?
(0) Canada
(1) United States
(2) Australia, New Zealand
(3) Europe (including the United Kingdom)
(4) Caribbean
(5) Central or South America
(6) Asia
(7) Middle East
(8) Africa
(9) Other _______________________

8. Thinking of the woman that you identified as your mother during most or all of your 
childhood, where was she bom?

(0) Canada
(1) United States. Australia, New Zealand
(2) Europe (including the United Kingdom)
(3) Caribbean, Central or South America
(4) Asia
(5) Middle East
(6) Africa
(7) Other _______________________
(8) Don’t know
(9) Not applicable
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9. Thinking of the man that you identified as your father during most or all of your childhood, 
where was he bom?

(0) Canada
(1) United States, Australia, New Zealand
(2) Europe (including the United Kingdom)
(3) Caribbean, Central or South America
(4) Asia
(5) Middle East
(6) Africa
(7) Other ________________________
(8) Don’t know
(9) Not applicable

10. How do you describe your race?
(0) White
(1) Hispanic
(2) Asian
(3) Black or Afro-American/Canadian
(4) Native/Aboriginal
(5) Other _____________________

11. What do you identify or consider as your religion?
(0) Jewish
(1) Catholic
(2) Pentecostal
(3) Baptist
(4) United Church or Presbyterian
(5) Anglican or Episcopal
(6) Methodist
(7) Muslim
(8) O ther_______________________________
(9) No Religion

12. How many times within the last month did you attend a religious gathering?
(0) Not at all
(1) Once
(2) Twice
(3) Once a week
(4) More than once a week

13. Thinking of the stand you take on most social issues, how would you place yourself on a 
scale of 0 to 4. with 0 being very conservative and 4 being very liberal?

Verv Conservative Very Liberal
(0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
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14. Thinking of the woman that you identified as your mother, what is the highest level of 
education she completed?

(0) Less than high school
(1) High School
(2) Technical Certificate
(3) College Diploma
(4) University Degree (General or Honours)
(5) University Certificate
(6) Graduate or Professional Degree beyond the Bachelor’s
(7) Don’t know
(8) Not applicable

15. Thinking of the man that vou identified as your father, what is the highest level of education 
he completed?

(0) Less than high school
(1) High School
(2) Technical Certificate
(3) College Diploma
(4) University Degree (General or Honours)
(5) University Certificate
(6) Graduate or Professional Degree beyond the Bachelor’s
(7) Don’t know
(8) Not applicable

Please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the following statements.

16. It is acceptable for men to pay for sex.
Strongly Disagree

(0) ( 1)
Strongly Agree

(2) (3) (4)

17. The women’s movement has made important gains
in equal rights and political power for women. (0) (2) (3) (4)

18. Feminists are a menace to this nation and the world. (0) (2) (3) (4)

19. There are better ways for women to fight for
equality than through the women’s movement. (0) (2) (3) (4)

20. More people would favour the women’s movement 
if they knew more about it. (0) (2) (3) (4)

21. The women’s movement has positively influenced 
the relationship between men and women. (0) (2) (3) (4)

22. The women’s movement is too radical and extreme 
in its views. (0) (2) (3) (4)
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23. A woman who accepts money for sex
should be penalized. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

24. Feminists are too visionary for a practical world. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

25. Feminist principles should be adopted everywhere. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

26. I am oveijoyed that women's liberation is finally 
happening in this country. (0) (I) (2) (3) (4)

27. The leaders of the women’s movement may be 
extreme, but they have the right idea. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

Now I have some questions about occupations in the sex trade industry. By sex trade 
industry I mean occupations like escorts (or call girls), street prostitutes, and exotic 
dancers (or strippers).

28. Have you ever received any information about the sex trade industry?
(0) no (If answer is NO -  skip to question 38)
(1) yes

Have any of the following provided you with information about the various types of 
occupations within the sex trade industry?

29. University Course(s) (0) no (1) yes

30. Friend (0) no (1) yes

31. Family Member (0) no (1) yes

32. Previous schooling (0) no (1) yes

33. Television (0) no (1) yes

34. Newspapers (0) no (1) yes

35. Internet (0) no (1) yes

36. Personal experienced) (0) no (1) yes

37. Other sources of information (0) no (1) yes
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Of the following, which do you think are true and which are false.

38. There is a law prohibiting the exchange of sex 
for money, or material reward, in Canada.

39. The City of Windsor licenses escorts.

40. The sex trade industry is most responsible for 
the spread of HIV in the heterosexual 
population in Canada.

41. Research shows that most women involved in 
the sex trade industry are forced into the 
industry by someone else.

42. Most of the women in the sex trade industry 
are drug addicts.

43. Street prostitution is the most common 
occupation in the sex trade industry.

44. The City of Windsor licenses exotic dancers.

(0) true (1) false (2) don’t know

(0) true (1) false (2) don’t know

(0) true (1) false (2) don’t know

(0) true (1) false (2) don’t know

(0) true (1) false (2) don’t know

(0) true (I) false (2) don’t know

(0) true (1) false (2) don’t know

For the following statements please indicate the degree to which you believe the following 
statements are important in influencing women’s entrance into the sex trade industry.

Not Very Important Very Important
45. Financial necessity (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
46. Coercion or force (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
47. Abusive background (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
48. Sexual Promiscuity (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
49. Love of Sex (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

Please indicate the degree to which you believe the following are desirable occupations.

Very Undesirable Very Desirable
50. Fashion Model (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
51. Jazz Dancer (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
52. Secretary (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
53. Bartender (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
54. Hairdresser (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
55. Exotic Dancer/Stripper (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
56. Flight Attendant (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
57. Cleaning Person (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
58. Store Clerk (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
59. Escort (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
60. Nurse’s Aid/
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Nursing Assistant (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
61. Street Prostitute (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)

For the following statements please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
62. Prostitutes should be entitled to the same workplace 

benefits as other workers (e.g. maternity leave,
pension, and employment insurance). (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

63. Prostitutes should pay taxes just like other workers. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

64. Prostitutes should be protected by occupational 
health and safety regulations (e.g. safe and clean
work environment). (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

65. Escorts should be entitled to the same workplace 
benefits as other workers(e.g. maternity leave,
pension, and employment insurance). (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

66. Escorts should be protected by occupational 
health and safety regulations (e.g. safe and clean
work environment). (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

67. Escorts should pay taxes just like other workers. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

68. Exotic dancers (strippers) should be entitled to the 
same workplace benefits as other workers
(e.g. maternity leave, pension, and employment
insurance). (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

69. Exotic dancers (strippers) should pay taxes just like
other workers. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

70. Exotic dancers should be protected by occupational 
health and safety regulations (e.g. safe and clean
work environment) . (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

Have you ever considered being any of the following?

71. an escort (0) no (1) yes

72. an exotic dancer or stripper (0) no (1) yes

73. a prostitute (0) no (1) yes
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Do you know anyone who has ever been any of the following?

74. an escort (0) no (1) yes

75. an exotic dancer/stripper (0) no (1) yes

76. a prostitute (0) no (1) yes

Have you ever been any of the following?

77. an escort (0) no (1) yes

78. an exotic dancer/stripper (0) no (1) yes

79. a prostitute (0) no (1) yes

Have you ever;

80. used the services of an escort? (0) no (1) yes

81. visited a strip club? (0) no (1) yes

82. used the services of a prostitute? (0) no (1) yes

Please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the following statements.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
83.1 wouldn’t have a problem with escorts working

in my neighbourhood. (0) (1) (2) (3)

84. When I think about the women/men in escorting,
I think they are really just like me. (0) (I) (2) (3)

85.1 wouldn’t want someone who is an escort living 
next to me. (0) (1) (2) (3)

86.1 see myself as different from the women/men 
in escorting. (0) (I) (2) (3)

87. When I think about the women/men in prostitution,
I think they are really just like me. (0) (1) (2) (3)

88.1 wouldn’t have a problem with street prostitutes 
working in my neighbourhood. (0) (I) (2) (3)

89.1 see myself as different from the women/men 
in street prostitution. (0) (1) (2) (3)
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90.1 wouldn’t want someone who is a street prostitute
living next to me. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

91.1 wouldn’t want someone who is an exotic dancer
(stripper) living next to me. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

92.1 see myself as different from the women/men 
in exotic dancing. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

93. When 1 think about the women/men in exotic 
dancing, I think they are really just like me. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

94.1 wouldn’t have a problem with exotic dancers 
(strippers) working in my neighbourhood. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

Please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the 
statements.

following

95. Street prostitution is a job like any other job.
Strongly Disagree

(0) (1) (2)
Strongly Agr

(3) (4)

96. Escorting is a job like any other job. (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)

97. Exotic dancing (stripping) is a job like any other job.(0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
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APPENDIX C: Debriefing and Information Sheet Placed on Website

The purpose of this study is to examine how you feel about occupations in the sex trade 
industry being treated as legitimate types of work, an idea commonly referred to as “sex work as 
work”. For those relatively new to the notion of sex work, this is a term specifically referring to 
all income generating activities or forms of employment in which an individual exchanges some 
form of sexual gratification for monetary reward. Sex work is presently understood to include, at 
a minimum, street prostitution, exotic dancing, escorting, pornographic modeling and acting, and 
telephone sex. The term sex work was actually introduced by those working in the sex trade 
industry in efforts to develop an encompassing term for any work involving the exchange of sex 
for money. The notion of sex work as work demonstrates the view that sex work should be seen 
as occupations rather than deviant behaviors or social problems.

For further information on these and any other issues concerning sex work please refer to 
the Sex Trade Advocacy & Research website at ww w. wa I net .ora/star/ and other websites linked to 
it. Thank you for your participation in this study.

Listed below are the correct answers to some statements presented on the questionnaire:
1. There is no law prohibiting the exchange o f sex for money, or material reward, in Canada

(TRUE)
The exchange of sex for money, otherwise known as prostitution, is not illegal in Canada. The 
activities associated with this exchange, however, are illegal. Within the Canadian Criminal 
Code (sections 210-213), actions such as keeping or being found in a bawdy house (s.2!0), 
providing directions to or transporting someone to a bawdy house (s.211), procuring or living off 
the avails of prostitution (s.212), communication in a public place for the purpose of prostitution 
(s.213), and purchasing sexual services from someone under 18 years of age (s.212 (4)) are 
subject to criminal sanction in Canada. The term prostitution is not defined within the Canadian 
Criminal Code. Sex work, per se, is not illegal in Canada but the legal sanctions in place make 
acts associated with sex work illegal and unsafe.

2. The sex trade industry is most responsible for the spread o f HIV in the heterosexual population 
in Canada

(FALSE)
Despite common belief, research indicates that in Canada, Europe, Australia and the United States, 
the rate of HIV within the sex trade industry is lower than the heterosexual population (deZalduondo, 
1991: 224). The risks of infection vary depending on the type of prostitution (Jackson, Highcrest 
and Coates, 1992: 281). For example, rates of infection are lower amoung sex workers who do not 
inject drugs (deZalduondo, 1991:224). At risk for HIV infection are sex workers involved in drug 
use and sex workers who have unprotected sexual relations with lovers/ spouses who may be at risk 
of infection (Jackson, Highcrest and Coates, 1992: 281; Network of Sex Work Projects, 1997: 72). 
Sex workers are in fact more likely to protect themselves against the spread of Sexually Transmitted
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Infections than those engaging in non-commercial genital sex with multiple partners (Maticka- 
Tyndale and Lewis, 1999: 2). However, some sex workers lack accurate information and require 
services that provide information about alternative preventative practices, STIs (sexually transmitted 
infections) and HTV (Maticka-Tyndale and Lewis, 1999:ii

3 Research shows that most women involved in the sex trade industry are forced into the 
industry by someone else.

(FALSE)
It is a common misconception that all women involved in the sex industry were forced into the 
industry. Many sex workers in fact choose to be involved in this industry. The choices they make 
are sometimes a “rational choice’' made because of many factors including the social and political 
constraints often placed on women, such as low status and low pay jobs (Maticka-Tyndale and 
Lewis, 1999: 2). There are a number of women who are forced or coerced into sex work but their 
presence should not characterize the entire female sex worker population.

4 Most o f the women in the sex trade industry are drug addicts.
(FALSE)

There is presently no conclusive research demonstrating that most of the women in the sex trade 
industry are drug addicts. Some female sex workers do participate in drug activity, but often in 
two particular ways: some use drugs to support (sex) work, while some work to afford drugs 
(Network of Sex Work Projects, 1997: 72-73). All sex workers, however, are not drug addicts. 
Like workers in any other type of employment some are nonusers, some are occasional users and 
some are addicts.
5 Street prostitution is the most common occupation in the sex trade industry.

(FALSE)
The Bureau of Municipal Research (1983) estimates that 80-90% of sex work in Canada occurs 
indoors rather than on the streets. Therefore, only a minority of sex workers engage in street 
prostitution (Maticka-Tyndale and Lewis, 1999:1). Forms of sex work such as escorting (call girls), 
exotic dancing (stripping), pornographic models and actresses, telephone-sex operators, erotic 
masseuse, etc. tend to make-up the majority of sex work. Street prostitution is often incorrectly 
assumed to be the most common type of sex work only because it is the most visible form.

6 Escorts and exotic dancers are both licensed to work in Windsor.
(TRUE)

Exotic dancing has been licensed in Windsor since 198S. In 1996, Windsor city council granted 
license status to all agencies and workers involved in the provision of personal services, including 
escort work (Maticka-Tyndale and Lewis, 1999: 1). The licensing of both escorting and exotic 
dancing is important because it signals the potential for the eventual acceptance of other types of sex 
work as work.
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