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Man, in  h is  ind iv idual l i f e ,  seeks peace. Ho m atter 

what h is  ideas may be, he d e s ire s  a  good c o lle c tiv e  l i f e ,  

which may be secured only lay peacefu l p o l i t i c s ,  congenial 

s o c ia l r e la t io n s ,  and m ate ria l p ro sp e r ity , founded on r e l ig io u s  

mid e th ic a l  p r in c ip le s .  But th e  cond itions upon which the 

happiness and w elfare of mankind depend a re  v io la te d  by apo sta ­

sy from re l ig io n , from C h ris tia n  m orals, and from c h a r ity , 

which i s  a  rep u d ia tio n  of th e  d o c tr in e  e s ta b lish e d  by C h ris t 

and fo s te red  by th e  a u x i l ia r ie s  o f th e  Church of C h ris t.

’’Peace on e a r th  to  men of good w l l l i ” So sang th e  

ang e ls  in  harmony w ith th e  message d e liv e red  to  th e  world by
j

C h ris t, th e  P rince of Peace. And when l e  was about to  leave 

I  i s  A postles, who were d estined  to  carry  His message to  o th e rs , 

Me sa id : ’’Peace I leave you, My peace I  give unto you.”" And

His words of p a r tin g  have re-echoed in  th e  h e a rts , of men down 

through the  c e n tu r ie s . The d e s ire  fo r  peace is  inheren t in  

every human being ir re s p e c tiv e  of ra c e , co lo u r, c reed , o r s ta te  

o f c iv i l i s a t io n .  ‘’Whoever d e s ire s  anything d e s ire s  peace” Is  

a  t ru th  which u n d e rlie s  a l l  human a c t iv i t i e s  and a s p ira t io n s ,  

says S a in t Thomas of Aquln, th e  g rea t doctor of medieval th e ­

ology and philosophy. But t ru e  peace fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l, 

fam ily , o r S ta te  w ill  be found only where human conduct and 

a sp ira tio n s  a re  in  unison  w ith th e  laws of Cod, and where men
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a re  seeking above a l l  "the Kingdom of God and l i s  j u s t l e e .”

When P ius XI ascended the  papal throne In  1922, the  a f t e r -  

math o f the World War engulfed th e  w orld, and from th a t  hour to  

th i s  he has sought w ith  ardour and a s s id u ity  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  

u n iv e rsa l peace which G hrist bequeathed to  His fo llo w ers . In  

h is  f i r s t  E ncyclica l L e tte r ,  he s e t  fo r th  h i s  watchword and 

motto:. “Pax C h r ls t i  In regno C h ris t I , ” which i s  th e  epitome 

of C atho lic  Id e a ls .  Hever has he ceased in  h is  e f f o r t s  to  

promote the  re ign  of C h ris t and i t s  peace, w ithout which th e  

longings o f the  human h e a r t cannot be adequately s a tia te d *  The 

Holy F ather warned ru le r s  th a t  C h ris t has been excluded from 

th e  arena of pub lic  a f f a i r s ,  w ith th e  r e s u l t  th a t  men consider 

a u th o rity  to  be d e riv ed , not from to d  but from men, so th a t  i t s  

foundations t o t t e r .  Of s p e c ia l s ig n if ic a n c e , th e n , was th e  in ­

s t i t u t i o n  by P lu s  XI o f a  f e a s t  to  honour th e  Kingship of C h r is t .

The H is to r ic a l  Background 

E stab lish in g  C h ris tia n  Eeaee: The A postles continued the 

teach ing  of th e  Master*s d o c trin e  o f b ro th e rly  la v e . The s ick  

and poor were cared  fo r  in  th e  homes of th e  e a r ly  C h ris tia n s  

who shared w ith  them what they possessed . The E p is tle s  r e la te  

th e  teach ings and works o f the A postles and d is c ip le s  o f C h r is t . 

With th e  d isp e rs io n  of the  Jews throughout th e  v a s t  Soman Empire, 

th e  C h ris tia n s  were s c a tte re d  f a r  and wide. A common language

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



-3 -

in  th e  empire f a c i l i t a t e d  in te rc o u rse  and a s s is te d  th e  spread 

o f C h r is t ia n i ty ,  but frequent p ersecu tio n s  lim ited  th e  member­

sh ip  o f the  in fa n t Church, fo r  only those  w ith a  firm  convic tion  

of C h ris tian  t ru th s  would r i s k  t h e i r  l iv e s  in  support o f th e i r  

b e l ie f .  The h igh  ten o r of th e i r  l iv e s ,  e x h ib itin g  ea rn estn ess , 

z e a l ,  and high moral c h a ra c te r , brought th e se  C h ris tia n a  in to  

Important e iv l l  p o s itio n s , th u s  broadening th e i r  f i e ld  of 

s o c ia l  and c i v i l  inflm ence. The haughty Homans unconsciously 

im m ortalized e a r ly  C h ris tia n  ch a r ity  in  th e i r  recorded comment: 

"See how th e se  C h ris tia n s  love one another.*1 Wien C onstantine 

made C h r is t ia n ity  th e  S ta te  r e l ig io n ,  i t  spread ra p id ly .

As th e  number of converts from paganism in c reased , th e  

Church amassed g re a t r ic h e s . Many pagan tem ples became C h ris tian  

churches. But S a in t Jerome lam ents th a t  as w ealth  in creased , 

too o fte n  the  v ir tu e  o f the  members dim inished. The management 

o f Church d is c ip lin e  f e l l  to  b ishops, who acknowledged the  

Bishop o f Some Bead of the  Church and successo r of S a in t P e te r . 

The e a rly  C h ris tia n  emperors re ta in e d  c e r ta in  powers over ec­

c le s ia s t i c a l  a f f a i r s  u n t i l  th e  f i f t h  cen tu ry , but C h ris tia n  

obedience in sp ired  submission and fo s te re d  d is c ip l in e  under 

most try in g  circum stances.

The e f fo r t  to  reco n c ile  deep-rooted pagan p r in c ip le s  w ith  

C h ris tia n  d o c trin e  o fte n  le d  to  heresy ; n ev e rth e le ss  th e  ea rly  

F athers  of th e  Church in  combating th e se  d ev ia tio n s  from th e  

teach ings of C h ris t conso lida ted  th e  p r is t in e  d o c tr in e  in to
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formal dogma, and l i tu rg y  re ta in e d  to  th e  p resen t day.

Ju s tln la m  For f iv e  c e n tu r ie s , th e  Papacy was subord i­

nated  to  th e  Emperor o f Rome, but th e  crumbling of th e  Empire 

favoured the growing au th o rity  o f th e  Pope in  s o c ia l  as  w ell a s  

r e l ig io u s  m atte rs . The Emperor, J u s tin ia n  th e  t r e a t  (A.D. 527- 

555) fo s te red  th e  bu ild ing  o f I n s t i tu t io n s  o f c h a r ity  o f every 

kind and thousands of C h ris tia n  men and women g ra tu ito u s ly  

laboured in  th e  in te r e s ts  o f th e  aged, th e  c r ip p le d , th e  b lin d , 

th e  h e lp le s s , th e  orphans, and th e  poor.

C h r is tia n ity  and S lavery : S lavery was th e  curse  of

Roman so c ie ty  and did  more than  th e  b arb arian s  to  ru in  I t a ly .

As soon as th e  Church was f r e e ,  she concerned h e r s e lf  w ith th e  

s lav es  in  the Roman v i l l a s .  Many were converted to  C h r is t ia n ity  

along w ith th e i r  m asters. A ll c a s te  d iffe re n c e s  were suppressed* 

Slaves might be p r ie s t s  o r bishops o r even become Pope of Rome. 

Herein l i e s  " th e  tru e  source of a l l  modern democracy." (Shahan, 

"The Middle Ages", p . 152) Yet se rv a n ts  and m asters learned  

th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  d u tie s  as form ulated by S a in t P au l. The 

teach ing  and p ra c tic e  o f th e  Church re s to re d  labour to  i t s  

r ig h t f u l  p lace o f  honour in  th e  minds of men. The C h ris tia n  

emperors made laws fo r  th e  p ro te c tio n  of s la v e s , l ib e ra te d  

through th e  In stru m en ta lity  o f th e  Church. S laves became s e r f s  

and were a ttach ed  to  th e  s o i l .  G radually th e  p r in c ip le  o f 

"eq u a lity  before th e  d e ity "  was ap p lied , u n t i l  s lav e ry  slowly 

gave way wider th e  benign a c tio n  of th e  Church.
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C h rls tla n lz ln g  th e  Laws* J u s tin ia n  a lso  undertook to  

a b o lish  gambling, blasphemy, p e r ju ry , and th e  g re a te r  s o c ia l 

crim es. He re c a s t  th e  l a s s  o f  tome and made them se rv iceab le  

f o r  a l l  tim e. The r ig h ts  o f th e  moral code s e re  Incorporated  

In to  the  le g a l code so th a t  r e l ig io n  s a s  no longer se p a ra te  from 

conduct. The Immortal Dante p ra ise s  him as  a  " l iv in g  ju s t ic e 11, 

who upheld th e  standard  o f o rd e r and eq u ity , and thereby

"placed th e  world In so g rea t peace
That unto Janus was h i s  temple c lo se d .11

(Shahan, "The Kiddle Ages", p . 104} Everywhere th e  poor and th e  

lowly and th e  humble were cherished  by the  Church in  th e  name of 

th a t  g re a t f r ie n d  o f a l l  "who labour and a re  heavy burdened"

—Shose tender y e t p u issan t cry : " I  have p i ty  cm th e  m ultitude"

—s t i l l  resounds adown th e  ages.

Monastlclam: By th e  ea rly  inroads of th e  b a rb a rian s ,

Soman Industry  was ex tinguished  and commerce para lyzed . The 

f e r t i l e  lands o f I ta ly  and France were l e f t  u n c u ltiv a te d , and 

fo re s ts  o b li te ra te d  th e  v i l l a s  and p a laces o f Old lease. Then 

arose  ano ther mighty fo rce  o f th e  C atho lic  Church, th e  monks o f 

S a in t B enedict. T h e ir ru le  was admirably s u ite d  to  th e  s o c ia l  

requirem ents o f th e  day. I t  p resc rib ed  equally  th e  labour of 

th e  f i e ld  and th e  labour o f th e  b ra in , and so  during  th e  s ix th  

and seventh cen tu ry , a l l  iu rope b e n e fited  by th e  t o l l  of th e  

B enedictine monks. Their se ttlem en ts  were In v ariab ly  made In 

d e se r t  o r waste p la ce s . They c lea re d  th e  f o r e s ts ,  ra is e d  crops,
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b u i l t  d itc h e s , bridged stream s, l a id  necessary roads; by d ra in in g  

and I r r ig a t io n ,  they increased  the  a re a  o f a ra b le  land ; they 

b u i l t  w a lls , fen ces, and granges on every e s ta te  th a t  they had 

c rea ted  ou t o f nothing.

From th e se  monks, who counted In th e i r  ranks th e  b e s t edu­

cated  and b e s t bora men o f th e  tim e, th e  b a rb arian  peasan ts 

learned  th e  t r a d i t io n s  of o ld  Roman a g r ic u l tu re .  The c leared  

lands were leased  permanently a t  a  nominal re n t to  th e  p easan ts , 

whose c h ild re n  were kept busy In th e  k itch en  and barns o f th e  

monastery.

The m onasteries became c e n te rs  o f consumption and d i s t r i ­

b u tio n . Gloth was requ ired  fo r  the  h a b its ;  grapes fo r  th e  a l t a r ;  

s i lv e r  and go ld , ivory and wood, em broideries and ta p e s t r ie s  were 

co n stan tly  in  demand to  supply th e  needs o f new church fu rn i tu r e .  

Thus was p lan ted  th e  seed of our economic system , in  which th e re  

should be "an ownership not lim ited  to  a  few nor absorbed by a  

communistic S ta te ,  but personal to  th e  workers them selves. The 

atta inm ent o f i t  should depend upon ju s t ic e ,  t h r i f t  and a b i l i t y ,  

a ided  and guarded by C h ris tia n  law s." (H usslein , "Democratic 

In d u s try " , p . 46) Thus, to o , was preserved the  le a rn in g  of an 

an c ien t world fo r  a  new c iv i l iz a t io n  in  which labour was human­

ized , s a n c t if ie d ,  and d ig n if ie d .

About th e  m onasteries, become cen tre s  o f In d u s try , grew up 

the  towns and c i t i e s  o f Europe. These same s e l f - s a c r i f i c in g  monks
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saved a l l  the  s o c ia l  a r t s  and p ro fessio n s  which they  had la b o r l-  . 

ously gathered  from th e  wreck of traeeo-Eoman l i f e  o r c rea ted  anew 

amid th e  turbulence and law lessness of barbarism . The monastery 

Infirm ary I s  f a th e r  o f th e  modern apotheeary shop. Bvery monas­

te ry  became th e  home of th e  educational v ir tu e s  o f economy, 

o rd e r, r e g u la r i ty ,  d iv is io n  of lab o u r, and fo re s ig h t ,  to g e th e r  

w ith th e  u se fu l v ir tu e s  l ik e  p a tie n c e , h u m ility , subm ission, and 

c h a r i ty .  The p r ie s t  was f r ie n d  of th e  peop le , and earned th e i r  

g ra titu d e  11 by an anonymous devotion during th e  thousand y ears  

th a t  covered the  infancy of our modern S ta te s .1* (Sfaahan, "The 

Middle Ages", p . 159)

A uthority ; As th e  Church nursed the  common weal of th e  

developing n a tio n s , so a lso  m s  she c re a tin g  th e  "C h ris tian  Law 

of N ations", th e  fo rerunner o f our p resen t In te rn a tio n a l Law.

The common law of th e  gospel and general customs of C h ris tia n  

l i f e  and experience c o n s titu te d  th e  b a s is  o f le g a l  procedures, 

ira d u a lly  th e re  grew up an u nw ritten  code th a t  governed th e  

c iv i l iz e d  world, th e  l i f e -g iv in g  cen tre  of which was th e  P rinpe 

o f Peace, s o l ic i t in g  mankind to  follow  Him. The Church c a lle d  

men to  obey not a  human w ill but th e  d iv ine  w ill  o f C h r is t ,  

whose messages were heralded  throughout Europe by bishops and 

m iss io n arie s . E u lers o f every n a tio n  quailed  befo re  th e  s p i r i t ­

u a l arrows o f th ese  holy men—th e  unholy re lin q u ish ed  th e  es­

ta te s  they had robbed; th e  orphans' r ig h ts  were v in d ic a ted , and 

th e  widows' p o rtio n  r e s t i tu te d .  Monogamous m arriage was defended,
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and l i f e  was dec lared  sacred . Canon Law, which comprises th e  

ro le s  and re g u la tio n s  e s ta b lish ed  by th e  au th o rity  o f th e  Church, 

took form, and th e  Church’s  s p i r i t  o f peace p en e tra ted  every 

sphere o f l i f e .  The obedience demanded was hard  and h u m ilia tin g  

but i t  c leansed  and comforted th e  sou l and made men Godlike.

Such an a u th o r ity , which was ab le  to  w ithstand  th e  s e l f i s h  

tu rb u le n t tendencies of th e  f i r s t  C h ris tia n  emperors, and th e  

whims and v ag aries  of th e  newly C h ris tian ised  b a rb a rian s , I s  

capable o f coping w ith any c i v i l  a u th o r ity . Thus Medieval 

a u th o r ity  learned  from th e  Church th e  n a tu re , scope, and s p i r i t  

of a u th o r ity . “I t  learned  how to  temper s e v e rity  w ith m ildness; 

how to  r e s t r a in  th e  ardour of Ju s tic e  by equ ity  and prudence; 

how to  I n s is t  on th e  w ritte n  evidence and to  p reserve th e  

records; how to  surround Ju s tic e  w ith due so lem nity ."  (Shahan, 

“The Middle Ages", p . 169}

Men were taught to  look on pub lic  l i f e  from a  moral p o in t 

o f  view, as a  t r u s t  to  be used w ith conscience. P ublic  l i f e  in 

th e  Middle Ages was dominated by “th e  sense o f p e rso n a lity  and 

th e  sense of re s p o n s ib il i ty " .  The end of human so c ie ty  then  

seemed tb  be not th e  securing  of com forts, and th e  in c reas in g  

and hoarding of w orldly fo rtu n e , but a  means to  enable men to  

know, lo v e , and serve  th e  Master here on e a r th  and be happy 

w ith Him h e re a f te r .

In  saving th e  Roman Law from d e s tru c tio n  by th e  barbarian  

conquerors o f Some, the  Church saved f o r  fu tu re  so c ie ty  th e
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s p l r i t  and the  p r in c ip le s  of s o c ia l  a u th o rity  in  th e  S ta te .

"The homely repub lican  v ir tu e s  o f Old Rome, th e  humane and d is ­

crim in a tin g  so u l o f Greek philosophy, th e  t r a d i t io n  of a  golden 

age of eq u a lity  and s im p lic ity , a  re lig io u s  re sp ec t fo r  d is t r ib u ­

t iv e  J u s t ic e ,  a  g re a t sense  of the  u t i l i t y  and lo v e lin e ss  of 

peace and harmony,—a l l  th ese  a re  so many v is ib le  t r a i t s  o f th e  

toman law th a t  render i t  ap p licab le  in  a l l  tim es to  a l l  man­

k in d ."  (Shahan, “The Middle Ages", p . 190)

Prom th e  semi-savages developed p o l i te  in d u strio u s  n a tio n s; 

f  1*0111 Ignorant b ru ta l  w arrio rs  were formed C h ris tia n  Knights and 

s o ld ie r s ;  from th e  enemies o f th e  f in e  a r t s  were fashioned c 

cunning a r t i f i c e r s  and craftsm en; out o f th e  scum of humanity 

beaten down by the  Roman sword grew gentlemen l ik e  Bayard and 

la d ie s  l ik e  Blanche of C a s ti le .

The g rea t amalgamation o f  n a tio n s  su b serv ien t to  a  common 

understanding o f th e  p r in c ip le s  of l i f e ,  under one d ire c tin g  

head a t  Rome, was made p o ssib le  only by th e  supreme in fluence 

o f  r e l ig io n . And th i s  organized worship of God l i e s  a t  the  

b as is  of a l l  European c iv i l iz a t io n .  The C h ris tia n  people be­

came "bound to g e th e r  by t i e s  h o l ie r  and deeper than  rac e , or 

tongue,o r n a t io n a li ty ,  o r human cu ltu re  could c re a te —a  sense 

of mutual r e s p o n s ib il i ty ,  a  p u b lic  conscience, and a  pub lic  

w i l l ."  (Shahan,T he Kiddle Ages", p . 210)

The g re a t modern v e rn acu la rs  were then formed from th e  

r u s t ic  language of s o ld ie r s  and peasan ts through th e  s o l ic i tu d e
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of the  Church, whose po licy  has ever been to  resp ec t th e  n a tu ra l 

and t r a d i t io n a l  In every people to  whom she c a r r ie s  th e  gospel. 

Many of the  n a tio n a l ep ics  were made and preserved in  th e  monas­

t e r i e s .

“The in s t i tu t io n  of ch iv a lry  w ith i t s  m ystic  id e a l is a t io n  

o f woman; th e  ever in creasin g  a u th o r ity  and in flu en ce  of woman 

h e r s e lf ;  th e  honour of s a in t ly  ch a rac te r ; th e  fu n c tio n  o f th e  

p ilg rim , th e  monk, th e  papal envoy, as  d issem inato rs o f genera l 

views and p r in c ip le s ; th e  p u b lica tio n  o f g re a t papal documents 

w ith th e i r  lengthy arguments; th e  m ultitude of f r i a r s  drawing 

t h e i r  o f f ic e  and a u th o rity  from a c e n tra l  source and upholding 

I t s  p re s tig e  a t  every v i l la g e  c ro ss ; th e  genuine Influence of 

th e  g re a t f e s t iv a ls ;  ren u n c ia tio n  of h igh o f f ic e  and worldly 

com forts; th e  frequent reform ation  o f  manners—a l l  th e se  and 

o th e r agencies were everywhere and a t  once a t  work, and helped 

to  give th e  medieval l i f e  t h a t  In tense  charm of motion, co lo r 

and v a r ie ty 1* th a t  m erits  th e  adm iration of men in  a l l  ages. 

(Shahan, “The Middle Ages**, p . 819)

feudalism : While th e  Church was e s ta b lish in g  th e  s p i r i t ­

u a l kingdom of C h ris t in  th e  known world, feudalism  was gradually  

developing from th e  transfo rm ation  of th e  s lav e  in to  th e  s e r f .  

Land-holding was th e  foundation on which a l l  s o c ia l l i f e  depended, 

s in ce  a l l  men were in  some way a ttach ed  to  th e  land . The wealthy 

land-owners c o n tro lled  g rea t e s ta te s  on which they  re ta in e d  a 

la rg e  number o f s e r f s .  The overlo rd  p ro tec ted  the  s e r f s ,  who
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paid  him ren t not in  money, but in  se rv ice  as  he req u ired : 

m il i ta ry ,  in  tim e of war; a g r ic u l tu r a l ,  in  tim e of peace. The 

medieval manor was se lf -su p p o rtin g , and a  w ell-conducted e s ta te  

was ch arac te rized  by peacefu l In d u stry . laeh  fam ily produced 

Independently th e  necessary c lo th in g , food and s h e l te r  req u ired , 

i s  th e  s e r f  was in  r e a l i ty  a  sm all p a r tn e r  in  th e  concern and 

shared i t s  p r o f i t s ,  he was th u s  encouraged to  do h is  b es t work. 

And in  those days the nobleman and peasant met on a  common 

fo o tin g  in  th e  v i l la g e  church.

Peace G uilds: At an ea rly  d a te , th e  freemen banded to ­

g e th e r , forming an a sso c ia tio n  c a lle d  the  Peace G uild , th e  

o b jec t of which was to  m aintain pub lic  peace; to  p reserve  th e  

l i f e ,  honour and p roperty  of in d iv id u a ls ; to  secure Ju s tic e  when 

feuds aro se . R elig ious ch a rity  and brotherhood were dominant 

p r in c ip le s  in  th e  g u ild  s ta tu te s .  Honesty was guarded in  a  

s p e c ia l way, and s te a lin g  was sev ere ly  punished by th e  g u ild  

c o u rt. The poor and a f f l i c te d  received  sp e c ia l co n s id e ra tio n , 

and p ilg rim s were given a s s is ta n c e  in  accom plishing th e  f u l f i l ­

ment of pious vows. Everywhere th e  same fo rces  were a t  work and 

a l l  g u ild s  promoted th e  C h ris tia n  id e a l of brotherhood, r e l ig io n ,  

mutual h e lp fu ln ess  and so c ia l fe llo w sh ip  among eq uals . Thus, 

when not engaged in  work fo r  th e i r  o v e rlo rd , th e  craftsm en were 

f re e  to  p ra c tis e  th e i r  v ario u s  tra d e s . G reater freedom gradu­

a l ly  developed, u n t i l  a  man was perm itted  to  s u b s t i tu te  th e  pay­

ment of a ta x  fo r  h is  re n t in  p lace  o f personal s e rv ic e , whence
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serfdom i t s e l f  passed out o f ex is ten ce .

Merchant Q ullds: In  th e  e a r l i e s t  labour g u ild , c a lle d  th e

merchant g u ild , each craftsm an was lik ew ise  a  merchant. He manu­

fac tu red  h is  wares and p erso n a lly  so ld  them in  h is  own shop, in  

th e  m arket, o r a t  th e  f a i r .  He purchased th e  raw m ate ria l o f h is  

t r a d e , and th u s  a  system of tra d e  developed. The merchant g u ild  

was a  p ro te c tio n  ag a in s t the feudal lo rd , and sp e c ia l c h a r te r s  

sh ie lded  th e  guildsmen from un licensed  com petition of non-members 

and fo re ig n e rs . Unlike tra d in g  monopolies of our day, which 

concentrate  tra d e  in  th e  hands of a  few, th ese  g u ild s  sought to  

u n ite  a l l  e l ig ib le  merchants and craftsm en of th e  town. In  f a c t ,  

th e  town developed and prospered along w ith th e  g u ild .

Another ob ject o f th e  g u ild  m s  to  s e t  a  f a i r  p r ic e  on 

goods th a t  would s a t i s f y  consumer and tradesman a l ik e .  Heavy 

f in e s  were imposed fo r  ch ea tin g , and fo r  poor work; moreover, 

no in d iv id u a l o r group could monopolize any p roduct, fe n lu s  

co n sis ted  not in  accum ulating fo rtu n e  but in  producing th e  

most p e rfe c t a r t i c le  fo r  the  consumer. The s o c ia l  ju s t ic e  o f 

th e  Middle Ages looked upon u n fa ir  com petition  as d esp ic ab le , 

every man being given a  f a i r  chance in  h is  own rank of so c ie ty . 

Besides a f fe c tin g  tra d e  and commerce, th e  g u ild s  exercised  

sev e ra l im portant c iv ic  fu n c tio n s . The superv is io n  of sa n ita ry  

co n d itio n s , th e  care  of le p e rs , defence of th e  town, a s s is ta n c e  

in  tim e of f lo o d , shipwreck, f i r e ,  robbery , and temporary pecuni­

ary  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were among the  o b lig a tio n s  imposed on th e
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merchant g u ild  of a  town. The g u ild  tre a su ry  always re ta in e d  

s u f f ic ie n t  money to  provide fo r  o ld  age, impoverished b re th ren , 

and a l l  cases of emergency. The fundamental id e a l of th e  g u ild  

was to  help  one another whenever and however a s s is ta n c e  might 

be req u ired . In  th e  minds of th ese  simple gulldsmen, re lig io n  

was not merely th e  hum anltarianlsm  of th e  C h ris tia n  S o c ia l i s t .

I t  Implied compliance w ith f a i th ,  dogma, and ex te rn a l worship, 

as  well a s  ten d er s o lic i tu d e  fo r  th e  temporal needs o f th e  

neighbour. "The science o f ph ilan thropy  was never again  to  

reach  th e  development i t  a t ta in e d  in  th e  Kiddle Ages, but i t  

was in sp ired  by r e l ig io n  and th e re fo re  became c h a r ity  because 

done in  th e  name o f C h r is t ."  (H usslein , "Democratic In d u stry " , 

p. 141) Many a  s o c ia l e v i l  was s c ie n t i f i c a l ly  av erted  by 

C h ris tia n  love. E n trusted  w ith a l l  th a t  concerned th e  s o c ia l  

improvement o f th e  town, th e  merchant g u ild  le g is la te d  w ith 

th e  aim of p lac in g  s o c ia l  I n te r e s ts  above e la s s  o r in d iv id u a l 

in te r e s t s .  T h is , indeed, i s  th e  supreme id e a l to  be a tta in e d  in  

a l l  s o c ia l  o rg an iza tio n  and le g is la t io n .

A rts  and C ra fts : No modem s o c ia l  movement a rouses th e

I n te re s t  o f men more than th a t  o f the  a r t s  and c r a f t s .  I t  ten d s  

to  l i f t  th e  working man up above th e  mere machine he might be­

come through monotonous occupation a t  h is  t ra d e . I t  re q u ire s  a  

workman "to  use h is  in te l l e c t  in  th e  design ing , h is  t a s t e  in  th e  

arrangem ent, and h is  a r t is a n  s k i l l  fo r  th e  execution o f b e a u tifu l 

th in g s ."  (Walsh, "The T h irteen th , The f r e a te s t  of C en tu ries" ,
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p. 124) The movement w ill  do more to  solve th e  problem of 

s o c ia l unrest, than s o c ia l  a g ita t io n  which too o ften  r a is e s  hopes 

th a t  a re  destined  to  be u n rea lized  to  th e  g re a te r  disappointm ent 

o f  th e  labouring  nan. But a  so lu tio n  could be found in  g iv ing  

men such an In te re s t  In th e i r  l i f e  work, th a t  th e i r  ch ie f  

p leasu re  would be found In t h e i r  occupation, to  which they would 

d a lly  re tu rn  anxious to  accom plish what fa tig u e  and tim e forced  

them to  leave un fin ished  on th e  previous day.

The men who worked on th e  C athedrals of th e  th ir te e n th  

century  could d ire c t  th e  a r t is a n s  of to-day  to  th e  happiness 

they seek . Every man who worked around a  ca th ed ra l had th e  oppor­

tu n ity  of giving expression to  th e  b est th a t  was in  him. "Every 

p o rtio n  of the  C athedral was to  be made as b e a u tifu l a s  th e  mind 

o f man could conceive, h is  t a s t e  could p lan and h is  hands could 

ach iev e ."  ( la ls h ,  "The T h irteen th , The G rea test of C en tu ries" , 

p. 125) Thus th e  ca rp en te r expressed h im self in  th e  woodwork, 

and th e  blacksm ith dem onstrated h is  s k i l l  in  th e  h inges and la tc h  

fo r  the  door. Each man was In r e a l i ty  a  designer and an executor 

of th e  work assigned to  him. The sense of com petition must have 

s t i r r e d  those men to  th e  depths o f th e i r  so u ld , y e t they were 

not In sp ired  by a  h e a r t le s s  r iv a lry  th a t  crushes when I t  succeeds, 

but they were Inflamed w ith a  d e s ire  to  do th e  b est p o ssib le  w ith­

out b e l i t t l i n g  th e  e f f o r t s  of others,. Those men tu rned  w ith c o n fi­

dence to  tod  fo r  Whose glory  they laboured; and they found a  Joy 

and s a t is f a c t io n  In th in k in g  of th e  rep u ta tio n  of th e i r  n a tiv e
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town and fellow-townsmen. To forward a r t  and a rc h ite c tu re , 

tech n ica l schools developed around the  ca th e d ra ls .

Education: In  th e  Middle Ages, th e  peasant was given l i t t l e

or no book-learn ing . Medieval education was in  th e  hands of the  

e c c le s ia s t ic s ,  and th e  schools were o r ig in a lly  founded fo r  those  

who Intended to  devote th e i r  l iv e s  to  the  Church in te r e s t s .  By 

th e  end of th e  tw e lfth  cen tu ry , p ro fesso rs  formed a  g u ild  to  

which was given the name " u n iv e rs ity " . t r e a t  c e n tre s  o f lea rn in g  

flo u rish ed  everywhere, and were g en era lly  connected w ith c a th e d ra ls , 

m onasteries and g u ild s . Both s tu d e n ts  and m asters were su b jec t to  

g u ild  a u th o r ity . These ea r ly  C atholic U n iv e rs itie s  were in  th e  

s t r i c t e s t  sense popular and dem ocratic in s t i tu t io n s .  In  a l l  edu­

c a tio n a l m a tte rs , th e re  was u n iv e rsa l confidence in  th e  judgment 

and ju s t ic e  of th e  Papacy from th e  n in th  century  to  th e  tim e of 

th e  counter-reform ation  in  th e  s ix te e n th .

To a s s i s t  th e  poor in  ob ta in in g  th e  b e n e f its  of lea rn in g , 

the  Church ( in  th e  Third Lateran Council A.B. 1179) p resc rib ed  

th a t  a  benefice be assigned in  every ca th ed ra l church to  a  school­

m aster, who would teach  th e  poor c le r ic s  and sch o la rs  f re e  of 

charge. ‘Thus began the  System of fre e  pub lic  sch o o ls . 11 The de­

mocracy of lea rn in g  as of ind u stry  was th e  n a tu ra l r e s u l t  of th e  

genuinely dem ocratic s p i r i t  of th e  C a th o lic  Church which has never 

changed sin ce  th e  U alllean  fisherm an was made th e  lock  on which 

C h ris t co n stru c ted  i t . ” (H usslein , ’'Democratic In d u s try " , p . 245)

Education, in  th e  13th cen tu ry , d id  not c o n s is t  e s s e n t ia l ly

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



- 16 -

of teach in g  everybody to  read and w r ite ,  but I t  was a  tra in in g  

o f th e  f a c u l t ie s  so th a t  the In d iv id u al n ig h t express what was 

best in  him. l e t  th e  age produced a  Dante, th e  most u n iv e rsa l 

of p o e ts , whose "Dlvina ConuaedlaH i s  more than  a  m agnificent 

poem, o r the  opening of a  n a tio n a l l i t e r a tu r e ,  i t  I s  one o f those  

ra re  and solemn monuments of th e  m ind 's power which measure and 

a t t e s t  to  what i t  can a t t a in .

L ite ra tu re ; L atin  was u n iv e rsa lly  known and L a tin  hymns 

exerted  an u p l i f t in g  and c u ltu ra l  in fluence on th e  masses. These 

hymns a re  among the  g re a te s t poems ever w r itte n . They were th e  

expression of th e  re lig io u s  sentim ents th a t  a r i s e  In th e  so u l 

under varying circum stances—Joy, sorrow, fervour and e c s ta sy .

The Dies Ira e  i s  regarded by modern L atin  sch o la rs  to  be a  trium ph 

o f L a tin  l i t e r a tu r e .  The famous S tabat Mater o f Jacapone da Todi 

has been considered by some c r i t i c s  as q u ite  as b e a u tifu l  a s  th e  

Dies I ra e  in  p o e tic  expression , though below i t  a s  poetry  because 

of th e  le s s e r  sub lim ity  o f i t s  su b je c t. Even d is tin g u ish ed  p ro ­

fe sso rs  of philosophy and theology o ccasio n a lly  indulged them selves 

in  th e  p r iv ile g e  of w ritin g  L atin  hymns and, what i s  more s u r ­

p r is in g , succeeded in  making poetry  o f a  very high o rd e r. Among 

th ese  a re  S t. Bonaventure, th e  F ranciscan , and S t .  Thomas of 

Aquin, th e  Dominican. S t .  Bonaventure*s hymns on th e  Passion and 

Gross o f C h ris t rep resen t what has been most b e a u tifu lly  sung on 

th ese  su b jec ts  in  a l l  th e  ages. S t .  Thomas' p o e tic  work ce n te rs  

around th e  B lessed Sacrament in  whose honour he has  so arden t and
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so devoted th a t  th e  com position of th e  o f f ic e  f o r  I t s  f e a s t  was 

confided to  him by th e  Pope. Doctor James J .  Walsh pays t r ib u te  

to  th e  genius o f  S t .  Thomas of Aquin In th e  fo llow ing  words:

* I t  has Indeed been considered  alm ost m iraculous, th a t  

t h i s  profoundest of th in k e rs  should have been a b le  to  a t t a in  

w ith in  th e  bounds of rhyme and rhythm, th e  accu ra te  expression  

of some of th e  most in t r i c a te  th e o lo g ic a l thoughts th a t  have ever 

been expressed, and y e t should have accomplished h is  purpose w ith 

a  c la r i ty  of language, a  s im p lic ity  and d ire c tn e ss  o f words, a  

p o e tic  sympathy of fe e lin g , and an u t t e r  devotion , th a t  make h is  

hymns g rea t l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  b est sense o f th e  word.”

Music: The music o f th e  century  i s  as  g rea t a  trium ph a s

any o th e r fe a tu re  o f i t s  accomplishment. The g eneration  th a t  

produced ca th ed ra ls  gave to  th e  world th a t  most s u ita b le  m usical 

form fo r  congregational s in g in g , th e  Gregorian ch an t, which 

reached th e  acme o f i t s  development in  th e  th ir te e n th  cen tury .

And th e  C atho lic  Church, a f t e r  having t r i e d  modem music, i s  r e ­

tu rn in g  to  t h i s  medieval m usical mode f o r  devotional expression . 

The Church music gave b i r th  to  th e  popular music o f th e  tim e w ith 

i t s  "g lee  songs* and " fo lk  music*, and in sp ired  troubadour poets 

who chanted th e  legends to  peasan ts  deprived o f books.

Prose: The v a s t w ealth o f prose l i t e r a tu r e  inc ludes th e

ph ilosophic  and theo log ic  prose of S a in t Thomas Aquinas, V incent 

of Beauvais, th e  encycloped ist, and John Duns Scotus; th e  numerous 

ch ro n ic les  and b iograph ies; th e  s to r ie s  of t r a v e l  and ex p lo ra tio n ,
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and l i t e r a r y  and s c ie n t i f i c  works o f a l l  d e sc rip tio n . The energy 

and c u ltu re  of the period  oust have been ex cep tio n a l, s in ce  th i s  

g re a t s to re  of l i t e r a r y  productions was l e f t  to  fu tu re  gen era tio n s 

one hundred and f i f t y  y ears  before p r in tin g  was invented.

Mystery P lays: Nor d id  th e  Church fo rg e t to  provide a

source of amusement, a  form of drama, th a t  M s been popular in  

a l l  ages. The mystery p lays were sy s tem atica lly  organized to  

c e leb ra te  re l ig io u s  f e s t iv a ls  in  an ap p ro p ria te  manner. As no 

p r in t in g  p re ss  e x is te d , and books could no t e a s ily  be obtained  

by th e  masses, th ese  p lays provided an enjoyable means o f edu­

c a tin g  the  people. About th e  b ib l ic a l  n a r ra tiv e s  was woven a  

th read  of humour th a t  enhanced th e  in te r e s t .  A ll th e  town people 

were engaged in  th e  necessary  p rep a ra tio n  fo r  th e  production o f 

the  plays* This provided a  d iv e rsio n  from th e  ro u tin e  of t h e i r  

re g u la r  l iv e s .  The e levated  thoughts in sp ired  must have prevented 

much debasing d is s ip a tio n  among th e  poorer c la s se s .

The Bookmen: Medieval books had to  be made by hand, th e

parchment used, b ind ing , c u ttin g  of sh e e ts , copying of s c r ip t ,  

were a l l  hand work. I t  was p a r t o f th e  l i f e  in  every monastery 

to  make books, and fo r  sev era l hours d a lly  th e  monks laboured in  

th e  sc rip to riu m , where m anuscripts were c a re fu lly  copied, l a t e r ,  

s c r ib e s  were found wherever education was c a r r ie d  on. The number 

o f books was not la rg e , but they were works o f a r t  in  every 

p a r t ic u la r .  C losely  a l l i e d  to  th e  work of th e  s c r ib e  m s  th a t  o f 

the  illu m in a to r . The illum inated  m anuscripts o f th e  th i r te e n th

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



- 19-

eentury a re  amongst th e  most b e a u tifu l examples of medieval a r t  

in  ex is ten ce . Men ap p rec ia ted  th e  books fo r  t h e i r  value and 

beauty.

L ib ra r ie s : The L ib ra r ie s  were connected w ith a  monastery

o r u n iv e rs i ty . Reading and study was an im portant p a r t  of a  monk’s  

l i f e ,  i’he books were kept in  g re a t cupboards in  th e  c l o i s t e r ,  but 

as th e  number increased , sp ec ia l rooms were s e t  ap a rt where they 

were s to re d . A fter th e  fo u rteen th  cen tu ry , th e  u n iv e r s i t ie s  used 

sep a ra te  b u ild in g s  as  l ib r a r i e s .

Kings and p rin ces  began c o lle c tin g  books and th u s  was la id  

th e  foundation of th e  g rea t l i b r a r i e s  o f Europe. The p ro fe sso rs  

a t  Sorbonne bequeathed t o  th e  l ib ra ry  whatever books they c o l­

le c te d , so in  time i t  became th e  b es t l ib ra ry  in  Europe. Manu­

s c r ip ts  were borrowed from o th e r l ib r a r ie s  and were copied by th e  

s c r ib e s ,  o r d u p lic a te  copies were made and exchanged to  avoid  th e  

r i s k  e n ta ile d  in  th e  Journey from p lace  to  p lac e . In  1212, th e  

diocesan council o f  F a r ls  advised re lig io u s  to  lend books, and th e  

p ra c tic e  increased  and promoted th e  spread of le a rn in g , from th e  

e a r l i e s t  tim es, books on m sdleine were c o lle c te d  a t  the  Hotel 

b leu , th e  g rea t h o s p ita l o f P a r is .  I t  possessed th e  f i r s t  h o sp i­

t a l  l ib ra ry .

C ity  H o sp ita ls : Bf h i l e  th e  th ir te e n th  century was engaged

In so lv ing  th e  problems of th e  h ig h er education  and of te c h n ic a l 

education fo r  th e  m asses, and was occupied w ith th e  q u estio n s  o f 

the  r ig h ts  of man and th e  development o f law and l ib e r ty ,  o th e r
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and more d ire c t ly  s o c ia l and hum anitarian works were not neg­

le c te d . '1 (Walsh, “The T h ir te e n th , The t r e a t e s t  of C en tu ries" , 

p . 337)

C h ris tia n  ch a r ity  led  people to  open th e i r  horns to  care  

fo r  th e  s ick  s tran g e r  w ith a  sense of human duty more binding 

than  In  th e  modem world, and w ith a  s o lic i tu d e  not understood 

In our co lder age. But a s  numbers of s ic k  and In ju red  Increased 

th e i r  care  became a  problem of deep im portance, and a  movement 

began which has proved to  be o f fa r-re a ch in g  p ra c t ic a l  benevo­

len ce . Pope Innocent I I I  (1204) e s ta b lish ed  th e  mother c i ty  

h o s p ita l  a t  Rome* Bishops o f many cen tre s  In th e  C h ris tia n ise d  

co u n trie s  were in sp ired  by th e  in fluence  and enthusiasm  of th e  

pope, who had humbled emperors and deposed k in g s , and y e t could 

tu rn  an eye of sympathy towards th e  poor and s ic k , and seek th e  

h e lp le s s  and neg lected  on the  s t r e e t s ,  and save forsaken c h ild re n  

from death  in  th e  w aters.

i t  th e  same tim e, L eproseries were e rec ted  where le p e rs  

might rece ive  adequate and s a n ita ry  a t te n t io n ,  and be iso la te d  

to  prevent the  spread of the  d ise a se . i s  a  r e s u l t  o f t h i s  seg re ­

g a tio n , leprosy disappeared w ith in  the  next th re e  c e n tu r ie s , 

le sso n s  in  s a n ita t io n  and p rophy lax is , given to  th e  world in  th e  

th ir te e n th  cen tu ry , a re  only now bearing  f r u i t ,  because during 

th e  in terven ing  c e n tu rie s  lack  of knowledge le d  to  ignorance of 

th e i r  Importance and advantage.

The same p o n tif f  and h is  successors encouraged th e  foundation
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of re l ig io u s  congregations, which would be devoted to  th e  care  

o f th e  s ic k  and the  ransoming of cap tiv es  taken by th e  Saracens. 

The s e l f - s a c r i f ic in g  s p i r i t  o f th ese  re l ig io u s  was equalled  by 

t h e i r  z ea l in  arousing an in te r e s t  in  poor c a p tiv e s . I t  was in  

t h i s  period  th a t  th e  re l ig io u s  h a b its  worn by women o r ig in a te d .

The covering of th e  head was Introduced to  prevent spread of 

d ise a se . And s tran g e ly  enough th e  custom h as  been adopted fo r  

nurses and d octo rs  in  th e  o p era ting  rooms of our modern h o s p ita ls .

S o c ia l L ife  P r io r  to  th e  Reformation

From a  study of th e  reco rd s , w i l l s ,  and hom ilies of the  

p e rio d , va luab le  inform ation regard ing  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s  may be 

gleaned. A l iv e ly  f a i th  Influenced every d e ta i l  of l i f e  and 

bound to g e th e r th e  s o c ia l and su p ern a tu ra l I n te r e s t s  o f men.

B i l l s ,  in d ica tin g  th a t  th e  home and e s ta te  passed from gener­

a tio n s  from fa th e r  to  son, bear w itness to  th e  s tre n g th  of th e  

fam ily s p i r i t ,  so weakened in  p resen t so c ie ty . C haritab le  i n s t i ­

tu t io n s  and th e  church were endowed by th e  w ealthy, because s o c ia l  

a c t i v i t i e s  gathered  about th e se  I n s t i tu t io n s .  R elig ious o rd ers  

cared fo r  th e  s ic k ,  poor, and a f f l ic te d ;  conducted inns fo r  

t r a v e le r s ;  and performed the se rv ice s  now delegated  to  le d  Cross 

Workers. ^'hey were but t ru s te e s  of the  accumulated w ealth of 

o th e rs , and as in d iv id u a ls  they enjoyed no luxury.

T ravel and communication were o fte n  e s s e n tia l  to  the  s p i r i t ­

u a l needs of th e  community; th e re fo re , to  encourage the  f a i th f u l
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to  construc t and re p a ir  roads and b rid g e s , and to  b u ild  h o s p ita ls  

and churches, th e  church considered c o n tr ib u tio n s  fo r  t h i s  pur­

pose to  be a form of alms b e n e f itin g  th e  sou l o f th e  donor. S ain t 

Thomas Aquinas, who has expounded th e  teach ing  of th e  Church r e ­

garding s o c ia l  l i f e ,  proved th a t  ’’Almsgiving i s  a  p re ce p t,"  s in ce  

th e  p recep t of b ro th e rly  love im plies ’’w ell-doing’’ to  th e  helghbor 

when he i s  in  need. And S a in t Paul says: "Bear ye one an o th e r’s

burdens.” (S a l. VI, 2)

" In  P ie rs  Plowman” (1398), William Langland v iv id ly  p ic tu re d  

th e  s o c ia l co n d itio n s  o f th e  age. While he recognised  th e  e v i l s ,  

he never lo s t  f a i th  in  Sod nor re sp ec t fo r  r e l ig io n .  The Black 

Death th a t  d ev asta ted  Europe, r e su lte d  in  u n iv e rsa l s u ffe r in g  and 

poverty . Although the "Plowman" c r i t i c i z e s  o f f i c i a l s ,  le g a l and 

e c c le s ia s t ic ,  who abused of t h e i r  r ig h ts  o f p o s it io n , y e t he in ­

s i s t s  on the s o c ia l  d u t ie s ,  and reg ard s  th a t  r e l ig io n  v a in  which 

Is  not m anifested in  good works. Like Erasmus and S a in t Thoms 

More, Langland had v is io n s  o f l o f t i e r  th in g s , and bew ailed th e  

abuses he beheld around him. As K. S. Spalding remarks in  h is  book, 

"Chapters in  S o c ia l H isto ry” , p . 226: "Such a  s to ry  could have

been w ritte n  only fo r  a  people whose r e l ig io n  was in tim a te ly  bound 

up w ith th e i r  c iv ic ,  s o c ia l ,  and workaday l iv e s ."

Monopolies and Usury: U nfortunately , a s  the  g u ild s  were

being p e rfe c te d , th e re  g radually  arose a  c la s s  o f m erchants who un­

scrupulously  se ized  a  monopoly on c e r ta in  goods of exchange, which 

they bought and so ld  to  t h e i r  own advantage. At th e  same tim e, a
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s p l r l t  o f greed and ©raving fo r  w ealth developed, and th e  ex­

tremes of wealth and poverty became separa ted  by a  la s t in g  

b a r r ie r .  The poor were despised and downtrodden w hile th e  r ic h  

gained In power and arrogance. Trade and commerce came to  be 

considered a s  d isg ra c e fu l and d ishonest business owing to  abuses 

In troduced by wealthy t ra d e rs .  Moreover, th e  In te rn a tio n a l 

tra d e  re s u lt in g  from th e  Crusades, Involved exchanging and loaning 

of money. Money-changers soon es ta b lish ed  the  s o c ia l  d iso rd e r  o f 

u su ry . ''Woe to  th e  day when th e  r e in s  f e l l  In to  hands of w ealth , 

and gold began to  beget ever more and more gold.19 wrote 

Wimpheling. A b i t t e r  fe e lin g  fo r  th e  usurious Jews se ized  th e  

high and th e  low, and they were banished from many c i t i e s ,  the  

innocent su ffe rin g  w ith th e  g u i l ty .  The Popes o f  th e  age In tu rn  

sought to  r e s t r a in  th e  rage of C hristism  ru le r s  ag a in s t th e  Jewish 

populace. To rep lace  the  u surious system w ith a  Ju st method of 

lending and borrowing money, banks were e s ta b lish e d , and th e  Church 

favoured and encouraged th e  movement.

The Mendicant F r ia r s : The teach ing  of th e  Church regard ing

money questions would have been In e ffe c tiv e  w ithout th e  power o f 

example. As th e  monks o f S ain t Benedict taugh t th e  wandering 

n a tio n s  of Europe th e  C h ris tia n  id ea l o f labour, so when th e  

C h ris tia n  na tio n s became wedded to  w ealth and luxury , i t  was S a in t 

F ran c is  o f A ss is i (1181-1226) who won th e  h e a r ts  of th e  people 

from th e  greed and p leasu re  of th e  world. His s p i r i t  i s  e n t i re ly  

opposed to  th e  so rd id  p r in c ip le s  th a t  a re  th e  b a s is  o f success in
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modern l i f e .  He believed th a t  happiness c o n s is ts  In complete 

freedom from u n s a tis f ie d  d e s ir e s .  To him duty was s e lf - d e n ia l ,  

no t se lf -se e k in g  under any p re te x t .  His supreme id ea l was 

liv in g  the  gospel. The C h ris tia n  peoples of th e  th i r te e n th  

cen tu ry , indeed, believed  th e  gospel; but th e  m ajo rity  f a i le d  

to  understand and to  p ra c t is e  i t ,  and th e  chasm between th e o re t ic a l  

and p ra c tic a l  f a i th  became wider and wider in  a l l  ranks o f s o c ie ty . 

S a in t F ran c is , who fo rgo t h im self to  th in k  of o th e rs , i s  as f a r  as  

p o ssib le  from th e  ind iv idualism  p rev a len t to -d ay . Matthew Arnold 

s a id  o f h is  work: ”He transform ed monachism by uproo ting  th e

s ta tio n a ry  monk, d e liv e rin g  him from the  bondage of p ro p erty , 

and sending him as a  mendicant f r i a r ,  to  be a  s tra n g e r  in  th e  

most crowded haunts of men, to  console them and to  do them good. 

Poverty and su ffe r in g  a re  th e  cond ition  of th e  m u ltitu d e , th e  

Immense m ajority  o f mankind; and i t  was towards t h i s  people th a t  

h is  so u l yearned .” (Walsh, ”The T h irteen th , The S re a te s t of 

C enturies” , p . 256) He s tr ip p e d  h im self l i t e r a l l y  o f every th ing  

and liv e d  a  l i f e  of poverty in  im ita tio n  of C h r is t .  Me urged 

h i s  fo llow ers to  preach by th e i r  example, and th u s  lead  men back 

to  th e  s im p lic ity  and the  p u r ity  o f th e  id e a ls  s e t  fo r th  in  th e  

gospel. P ro fesso r Sm. James of Harvard wrote: ”The p rev a len t

fe a r  o f poverty among th e  educated c la s se s  i s  th e  w orst moral 

d isea se  from which our c iv i l iz a t io n  s u f f e r s .” (F e ld e r, ”Id e a ls  

of S t .  F ran c is” , p . v l i )  Men o f Id e a ls  a re  u su a lly  men of working 

id eas . Roger Bacon, th e  s c i e n t i s t ,  Buns S co tu s, the  ph ilosopher,
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and Bonaventure s a ile d  S a in t F ran c is  "F ather11, and Dante, V o lta , 

Galvani and Ampere were members o f h is  Third Order founded fo r  

s e c u la rs . R elig ious women follow ing h is  example belong to  th e  

o rder he founded w ith S ain t C la ire  a s  th e  foundress.

About th e  same time in  th e  w est, S ain t Dominic founded an 

o rder o f mendicant f r i a r s ,  who a lso  championed s t r i c t  poverty , 

but among the  Dominicans lea rn in g  was to  rep lace  th e  s im p lic ity  

which S a in t F rancis d e s ired  fo r  h is  sons. The m onasteries o f 

th e se  two g rea t o rders a t t r a c te d  g e n tle  s p i r i t s ,  and have In a l l  

ages been homes of lea rn in g  and o f p ie ty ,  where u n s e lf ish  men 

le a rn  to  th in k  le s s  o f them selves and more of t h e i r  labour.

The more than  human In te l le c tu a l  acumen of Thoms of Aquin 

won fo r  him the  t i t l e  o f "A ngelical D octor", and h i s  supremely 

u n se lf ish  ch a ra c te r  m erited from th e  Church th e  t i t l e  of "S a in t" . 

Pope Leo X III In s is te d  th a t  t h i s  g re a t Dominican be th e  s tan d ard  

of teach ing  In philosophy and theo logy , as he considered  him to  

have la id  the  foundation s tone of C h ris tia n  A pologetics. His 

co -o rd in a tio n  o f sec u la r  and r e l ig io u s  knowledge s a t i s f i e s  th e  

human mind b e t te r  than  any o th e r system of ph ilosoph ic  th o u g h t.

The g en era tio n s of th e  th i r te e n th  century  faced  s o c ia l  

problems more se rio u s  than o u rs , fo r  th e  common people had no 

r ig h ts  a t  I t s  beginning , y e t secured them w ith such s a t i s f a c t io n  

a s  to  lay  th e  foundation of th e  modern l ib e r ty .  In  h is  trea tm en t 

of so c ie ty , i t s  r ig h ts  and d u t ie s ,  and i t s  mutual re la tio n s h ip s
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« lth  th@ In d iv id u a l, S a in t Thomas a tta in e d  th e  trium ph o f h is  

work In E th ic s . Pope Leo sa id : 11 Domestic and c i v i l  so c ie ty ,

even, which, as a l l  s e a , I s  exposed to  g rea t danger from the  

plague of perverse  op in io n s, would c e r ta in ly  enjoy a  f a r  more 

p eacefu l and a  secu rer ex istence  I f  more wholesome d o c tr in e  were 

taught in  th e  academies and schoo ls—one more in  conform ity w ith 

th e  teach in g  of th e  Church, such a s  i s  contained in  th e  works of 

S a in t Thomas Aquinas.

"For th e  teach ings of S a in t Thomas on the  tru e  meaning o f 

l ib e r ty —which a t  t h i s  tim e i s  running in to  l i c e n s e - o n  th e  d iv in e  

o r ig in  of a l l  a u th o r ity , on laws and th e i r  fo rc e , on th e  p a te rn a l 

and Ju st ru le  of p r in c e s , on obedience to  th e  h ig h er powers, on 

mutual ch a rity  one towards ano ther—on a l l  of th e se  and kindred 

su b je c ts , have very g rea t and in v in c ib le  fo rce  to  overtu rn  those  

p r in c ip le s  o f th e  new order which was w ell known to  be dangerous 

to  th e  peaceful o rder of th in g s  and to  p u b lic  s a f e ty .” (Walsh,

“The T h irteen th , The G rea test o f C enturies” , p . 279)

D estruction  o f th e  Peace of C h ris t 

And Medieval Unity

I .  The Renaissance 

A fte r th e  Crusades, an ex trao rd inary  enthusiasm  fo r  a n tiq u ity  

s e t  In . I t  was accompanied by boundless freedom of op in ion , and a  

la x i ty  of morals which has ever s in ce  given scandal to  b e lie v e rs
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and non-believers a l ik e .  In  i t s  f e s ta l  m agnificence, th e  period  

p a ra lle le d  th e  days and n ig h ts  o f Nero.

In tro d u c tio n  of th e  breakdown in  C h ris tia n  M orals: The

Renaissance f i r s t  appeared in  th e  A rt a t  F lorence, where beauty 

of form was p re fe rre d  to  pure C h ris tia n  in s p ira tio n . T his led  

to  a  re tu rn  to  natu re  in  quest o f beau ty , which in  I t s e l f  was 

not condemned by th e  Church. The passion  fo r  l i t e r a tu r e ,  

quickened and v iv if ie d  by th e  recovery of burled  c la s s ic  B arb ies, 

in to x ica ted  th e  g en era tio n , and o ften  led  to  lic e n se s  o f an ob­

jec tio n a b le  n a tu re . The inven tion  of th e  p r in tin g  p ress  o ffe red  

a  means to  d issem inate th e  newly-found knowledge. L ite ra tu re  

never a t ta in e d  such a  degree of o b scen ity . The most hideous 

v le e s  of a n tiq u ity  were g lo r i f ie d ,  and consequently most infamous 

v ices  reigned w ithout concealment. In  th e  days of i t s  trium ph, 

th e  Renaissance s a c r if ic e d  duty and looked up to  beauty. Some 

o f th e  h ighest d ig n ita r ie s  o f the  Church lo s t  a l l  sense of 

C h ris tia n  Id e a ls , and many became s ta in e d  by pagan v ic e s .

Humanism: "To r a is e  the  humanity w ith in  o n ese lf to  th e

h ig h est degree of in te n s i ty ,  to  know a l l ,  to  experience a l l , —such 

i s  th e  moral law o f humanism; a  law th a t  I s  in  m arvellous concord 

w ith th e  a sp ira tio n s  and lack  o f sc ru p les  to  which th e  p o l i t i c a l  

and s o c ia l  co n d itio n s  gave r i s e  in  th e  I ta ly  o f th e  f i f t e e n th  

c e n tu ry .11 (A. B a u d r l l la r t ,  11 The C atho lic  Church” , p . 16) Y l l l a r l  

d escrib es  th e  hum anistic movement a s  ”a  prodig ious I n te l le c tu a l
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a c t i v i t y  accompanied by moral decay.'* In  France, Babel&is aw­

a i te d  a l l  th a t  g lo r i f i e s  human p e rso n a lity  w ith  i t s  p r id e , and 

i t s  d e s ire  fo r  th e  s a t is fa c t io n  o f  every in s t in c t  by p leasu re  in  

a l l  I t s  forms.

A ttach on F a ith : R evela tion  proved to  be an o b s tac le  to

th e  re ig n  of reason , hence began th e  a t ta c h  on th e  teach ings of 

C h r is t ia n i ty ,  idileh some hum anists t re a te d  w ith d isd a in . R id i­

cu le  was heaped on th a t  essence of C atholicism : th e  p r in c ip le

of a u th o rity  and th e  m ortify ing  of th e  sen ses. S cho lastic ism  

was mocked and th e  foundations of C atho lic  theology were a tta c k e d . 

The monks were n ecessa rily  despised  s in ce  they rep resen ted  th e  

C h r is tia n  id e a l of ren u n c ia tio n . In  h is  comparison o f th e  human­

i s t s  w ith th e  monks whom they r id ic u le d , A. B ra n d r l l la r t  says:

(p. 21) "The hum anists pushed ind iv idualism  even to  th e  d e n ia l 

of a l l  dependence and a l l  bonds; th e  monks, by th e i r  vow of 

obedience and constancy, fought and overcame independence. The 

hum anists exalted  p rid e  and w it; th e  monks opposed them w ith 

hum ility  and vo lun tary  abasement. The hum anists g lo r i f ie d  r ic h e s ; 

th e  monks took a vow of poverty . The humanists J u s t i f ie d  sensual 

p leasu re ; the  monks m o rtif ied  t h e i r  f le s h  w ith penance and 

c h a s t i ty ."  As th e  f a i th  o f th e  people fo r  th e  tim e being had be­

come weakened, in iq u ity  became rampant in  I ta ly .

E c c le s ia s t ic a l  Support o f  Humanists: l e t  a  humanist was

p r iv ile g e d  in  a l l  th in g s , because he had ta le n t  and knowledge. He
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might even ascend the  p u lp it  and d e liv e r  a  fu n era l o ra tio n  o r a  

m arriage sermon. This exaggerated favour ended in  the  downfall 

o f th e  hum anists. Soon they became greedy fo r  go ld , and puffed 

up w ith p rid e . Youths were -exposed to  scandalous excesses, and 

to  In f id e l i ty  they soon added im m orality. Unconsciously th e  

Church d ig n ita r ie s  supported th e  hum anistic movement by e n te r ­

ta in in g  a t  th e i r  voluptuous co u rts  those people o f semi-pagan 

lean in g s , who c a s t scorn on a l l  th a t  remained dear to  th e  people.

The Paganism o f Humanism; Soon th e  n a tio n a l c u ltu re  was 

th rea ten ed . The f re e  and spontaneous use o f I n te l l e c t ,  supposedly 

but f re sh ly  awakened, led  to  an appeal to  th e  pagan a n c ie n ts , fo r  

th e  so lu tio n  of th e  g rea t problems which C h r is tia n ity  had solved 

fo r  preceding g en era tio n s. The Renaissance i s  opposed to  the  

s p i r i t  of C h r is tia n ity  in  i t s  re tu rn  to  th e  s p i r i t  of pagan an­

t iq u i ty .  This i t  i s  th a t  p laces th e  I ta l i a n  Renaissance a t  th e  

antipodes o f C h r is t ia n i ty .  The C h ris tia n  concept of l i f e  i s  based 

on the  idea of a  f a l le n  n a tu re  th a t  i s  co rrup t and reduced to  

feeb len ess; on the idea of s in  and the n ec e ss ity  o f d iv in e  help  

to  avoid s in ,  while the  anc ien t pagan concept of l i f e  i s  based 

on the  d e if ic a tio n  of n a tu re  i t s e l f ,  physica l and human. C h r is t i ­

a n ity  p laces the supernatu ra l o rder above the  n a tu ra l ,  and humanism 

tak es  no account o f the  su p ern atu ra l o rder. Bor pagans, follow ing 

na tu re  i s  the means to  th e  f in a l  good, s in ce  fo r  them th e re  i s  

nothing above n a tu re  and reason . Too many hum anists in fluenced  

by the  pagan p r in c ip le s  o f a n tiq u ity  proclaim ed th e  goodness of
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n a tu re , i t s  power and e fficacy  a s  a  means to  a l l  ends.

Humanism o u ts id e  I t a ly : Germany, England and Prance were

organised S ta te s  w ith le g itim a te  governing powers and a u th o r ity  

worthy of re sp e c t. fh e  masses were n e ith e r  dem oralized nor un­

c h r is t ia n  ized  a s  in  I t a ly ,  'th e re fo re  th e  Renaissance movement 

in  th ese  co u n trie s  d id  not ten d  to  paganism hut led  to  C h ris tia n  

reform s. In Germany, reform ing zea l s c a tte re d  l i b r a r i e s  and 

emptied u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  u n t i l  i t s  fu ry  was sp en t. The s p i r i t  o f 

P uritan ism  in  England had no a f f in i ty  w ith c la s s ic  c u l tu re .  At 

i t s  touch , the  world o f a r t ,  dram atic p o e try , p a in tin g , and human­

ism in  l i f e  and o u tsid e  o f schoolbooks, f e l l  in to  d u s t. In  P rance, 

R abelais (1490-1553) t re a te d  th e  C h ris tia n  r e l ig io n  as  a  creed 

outworn, and f e l l  back upon a  k ind of l ib e r a l  P latonism ; he would 

leave men to  t h e i r  in s t in c ts  and th e  Joy of l i f e .  Montaigne 

(1533-1592) wrote essays tinged  w ith scep tic ism  and disenchantm ent. 

These two w rite rs  opened in  France th e  a n t l - e h r l s t ia n  war which 

has la s te d ,  w ith growing v io lence  down to  our tim e.

R esu lts: Thus freedom of thought in  se c u la r  m atte rs  led  to  

independence in  re l ig io n . C ritic ism  of th e  c le rg y  in creased , and 

heresy took  ro o t and f lo u r ish e d . In  h is  bock, "Renaissance and 

Reform ation", Edward M. lulm e says: (p. 70) "The in s is te n c e  upon 

in d iv id u a lity  was th e  g re a te s t of th e  many fa c to rs  th a t  gave r i s e  

to  th e  Renaissance. I t  causes men to  question  th e  a u th o r ity  o f 

ex te rn a l c o n tro l, and in sp ired  them to  develop t h e i r  la te n t  

powers beyond th e  r e s t r i c t in g  confines of a u th o r ity . I t  made
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them ready to  question  th e  conventional stan d ard s of conduct. i t  

f i l l e d  them w ith a  v iv id  apprehension of l i f e  and a  s e a l  f o r  ac ­

t i v i t y  o f a l l  k i n d s . I t  was th e  seemingly i l l im ita b le  v i t a l i t y  

of th e  in d iv id u a l fo rce  of p rin ces  and popes, of statesm en and 

s c h o la rs , o f p o e ts  and p a in te r s ,  th a t  made th e  Renaissance one 

of th e  most remarkable eras  in  th e  h is to ry  of th e  world.

I I .  The Reformation

The P ro te s ta n t le v o lt :  Im perceptibly fo r  two c e n tu r ie s  th e

storm clouds had been gathering  over Europe, when th e  g re a t r e lig io u s  

c r i s i s  o f th e  s ix te e n th  century a c tu a lly  b u rs t in  Germany. I t  was 

not merely a  spontaneous re v o lt o f C h ris tia n  conscience; i t  was 

th e  consequence of a  p o l i t i c a l  and n a tio n a l,  ra th e r  than  of a  

r e l ig io u s  movement. S o c ia l, I n te l le c tu a l  and economic cond itions 

played th e i r  ro le  in  th e  upheaval.

P o litica lly * , i t  was merely th e  culm ination of se v e ra l cen tu ­

r ie s  o f controversy between th e  tem poral and s p i r i t u a l  a u th o r i t ie s .  

The royal power, d e s ir in g  to  e x a lt th e  S ta te ,  was determ ined to  

b rin g  in to  su b jec tio n  to  i t ,  not only th e  nobles and common people 

but th e  clergy  a ls o . The c le rg y  s tro n g ly  defended th e  sp e c ia l 

powers th a t  they  had long enjoyed in  v ario u s  European s ta t e s .  The 

Church had e ffe c te d  th e  transfo rm ation  o f th e  races of Western 

Europe and a  g lo rio u s  development o f re l ig io u s  and in te l le c tu a l  

l i f e ,  and wielded a"powerful p o l i t i c a l  Influence during  th e  period  

o f N ational form ation. But th e  ra p id ly  developing N ational s e n t i ­

ment and ro y a l power would brook n e i th e r  a  su p e rio r  nor an equal.
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Incessan t d isp u tes  s e t  Church and S ta te  a t  v a rian ce , and d iv ided  

th e  h e a r ts  of th e  people between f e a l ty  to  two causes alm ost 

e&ually dear to  them. "The a u to c ra tic  sovereigns d e s ired  to  en­

l i s t  th e  wealth and in fluence of th e  Church in  th e i r  b eh a lf; and 

coveted h er la n d s , her ta x e s , and her c o u r ts . a (Hayes, " P o li­

t i c a l  and SOclal H isto ry" , p . 125) Moreover, f in a n c ia l  adm inis­

t r a t io n  of the  C uria  bore heav ily  on th e  masses and c rea ted  

se rio u s  d is s a t is f a c t io n  th a t  caused th e  development o f a  fe e lin g  

of resentm ent towards th e  papacy and C uria.

During th e  long e x ile  o f th e  papacy a t  Avignon, w ith th e  

scandalous r iv a lry  o f popes, each s o l ic i t in g  th e  support of 

n a tio n a l r u le r s ,  th e re  developed th e  tendency of N ational Churches 

to  ru le  themselves under the Jealous superv ision  of c i v i l  powers, 

who were thus perm itted  to  In te r fe re  in  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a f f a i r s .

The growing n a tio n a l se lf-co n sc io u sn ess  weakened C h ris tia n  u n ity ; 

s e lf ish n e ss  gained ground, and the  r i f t  between p o l i t i c s  and 

m orality  grew w ider.

The papal au th o rity  was Impaired by scandals connected w ith 

th e  co u rt a t  Rome. Simony, nepotism , even immorality and w o rld li­

ness aroused th e  h a tred  of th e  people ag a in s t a l l  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  

o rd e r, and a  c ry  arose throughout th e  l e s t  fo r  a  "reform ation  o f 

th e  Church in  I t s  head and members."

But th e  papacy, a l lu re d  by the  charm of th e  Renaissance, 

was not aware of th e  danger, and was proud to  lead  th e  march of 

th e  new c iv i l iz a t io n .  I t  became stamped w ith a  dominant p o l i t i c a l
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c h a ra c te r , and too  o ften  re le g a ted  purely  re l ig io u s  co n s id e ra tio n s  

to  a  second p lac e . A crude m ateria lism  in  th e  h ig h er c la s se s  of 

so c ie ty  and in  th e  educated world was ch a rac te rize d  by a  gross 

love of p lea su re , a d e s ire  fo r  g a in , and a  voluptuousness of l i f e  

d iam e trica lly  opposed to  C h ris tia n  m o ra lity . Humanism waged war 

a g a in s t S cholastic ism  and new methods of theology th rea ten ed  to  

a f fe c t  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  dogma. A group of re lig io u s  le a d e rs , in ­

cluding  Luther, Cranmer, Zwlngli and Calvin took advantage of th e  

s i tu a t io n ,  and made an open break w ith th e  Church.

I t  can be proved, th a t  in  none of th e  co u n trie s  th a t  r e ­

v o lted  were th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  I n te l l e c tu a l , and 

n a tio n a l causes s u f f ic ie n t  to  J u s tify  o r exp lain  th e  sep a ra tio n  

from th e  C atho lic  Church. P ro tes tan tism  in  i t s  f in a l  v ic to ry  

was due to  th e  c iv i l  power, which had something to  gain  by i t s  

success , and d id  not sc ru p le  to  p ro te c t  i t  e i th e r  by stratagem  

or fo rce .

Germany: In  Sermany, th e  p r in c e s , d e s ir in g  Independence,

opposed s ta te  assem blies, p il la g e d  th e  peasan ts  and reduced them 

to  serfdom. The townsmen a lso  were ab so lu te ly  s e l f i s h  in  th e i r  

p o l i t i c s ,  and were e a s ily  Inflamed by p reachers w ith s o c ia l  tenden­

c ie s .  The peasan ts rev o lted  and were everywhere in sp ired  by th e  

s p i r i t  o f eq u a lity  and so c ia lism , but th e  re v o lt  assumed a  r e ­

lig io u s  ch a rac te r  because i t  was s e t  in  motion by an ex-monk and 

a  so -c a lle d  reform er. l e  was supported by th e  monks and p r ie s t s  

who were h o s t i le  to  the  ep iscopal power, and by those  who were
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scandal Ised by th e  d iso rd e rs  among th e  c le rg y .

The Lutheran movement o ffe red  s a t is f a c t io n  to  contemporary 

ten d en c ies . Luther combined in  h im self th e  a s p ira tio n s  o f many 

of h is  fellow  c i t iz e n s ,  and became the  p e rso n if ic a tio n  of th e  

tendencies governing the  re v o ltin g  masses. His d o c trin e  of 

" J u s t i f ic a t io n  by f a i th  a lone0 re lie v e d  th e  s i tu a t io n  f o r  many.

In re je c t in g  th e  su p ern a tu ra l remedies o ffe red  by th e  sacram ents, 

d istu rbances of conscience were e lim in ated . In  denying the  

m erito riousness of good works and condemning m onastic vows and 

C h ris tia n  a sce tic ism , i t  re lie v e d  d is s a t i s f ie d  monks. I t  denied 

th e  d iv ine in s t i tu t io n  of a  p riesthood  and papacy# and in  s u b s t i ­

tu t in g  th e  B ible a s  the  so le  ru le  of f a i th ,  I t  re je c te d  a l l  

e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a u th o r ity . S ecu lar power was made th e  supreme 

Judge in  purely  re lig io u s  m atte rs . The p rin ces  were m asters of 

th e i r  s u b je c ts ' consciences as w ell as  o f t h e i r  b o d ies, and they 

were anxious to  m aintain a  s ta t e  th a t  was favourable to  t h e i r  

cu p id ity  and th e  p rese rv a tio n  of au tocracy .

Ingland: In  England, th e  development o f n a tio n a l sentim ent

and s tro n g  royal power gave r i s e  to  the  movement of opposition  to  

th e  Papacy. S o c ia l cond itions l ik e  th e  Black Death a ffe c te d  th e  

cond itions o f labour, th e  r e la t io n s  of c la s s e s ,  and d is tu rb ed  th e  

good o rgan ization  of the  c le rg y . Wars had exposed th e  people to  

many e v ils  and destroyed th e  o ld  a r is to c ra c y , leav ing  th e  Tudors 

fre e  to  e s ta b lis h  abso lu te  power. The Church which f e l l  in to  th e  

hands of the  King, requ ired  reform  as  i t  d id in  Germany. The t ru ly
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dr aeon lan  law s, th e  armed re p re s s io n , and a tro c io u s  to r tu r e s  

used by the  Tudor Reformers p lan ted  P ro tes tan tism  In England.

Scandinavia; In  Sweden and Denmark, th e  Reformation was 

th e  r e s u l t  of p o l i t i c s  advancing th e  I n te re s ts  o f sovereigns 

l ik e  Gustavus Vasa and C h ris tian  I I ,  both o f whom adopted Luther­

anism to  e s ta b lis h  an abso lu te  monarchy. A. B a u d r illa r t  says in  

h is  book on th e  Church (p . 106); 11 I t  i s  only to o  easy fo r  a

government which I s  s trong  and knows how to  take  advantage of 

c e r ta in  p assio n s , to  lead  a people , ag a in st t h e i r  w i l l ,  in  th e  

m atter of re l ig io n  a t  l e a s t ,  i f  th e  people do not e n e rg e tic a lly  

r e s i s t  th e i r  government."

France; In  th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry , France remained C atho lic  

because the  French people were n e i th e r  to  be seduced nor coerced. 

They forced th e i r  w i l l  upon th e i r  King, Henry IV, w hile th e  

English and Scandinavians to d  been compelled to  accept th e  choice 

of th e i r  sovereigns regard ing  re lig io u s  p r a c t is e s .  The French 

Church a lso  needed reform , f o r  general re la x a tio n  o f  d is c ip l in e  

had led  to  avarice  and p rid e  in  to o  many c le r ic s  and monks. And 

i l l - w i l l  towards Rome was p a r t of th a t  n a tio n a l h e r ita g e  which 

every government was anxious to  defend and p re se rv e . The G a li l­

ean Church I t s e l f  seemed no le s s  jea lo u s  fo r  i t s  n a tio n a l freedom 

than th e  c i v i l  power. "The French genius I s  not m ystical a s  Is  

th a t  o f the  Germans. I t  needs con cre te  d o c trin e s  which a re  d is ­

t in c t ly  defined , r a t io n a l  and w ell-considered ; which a re  approved 

and promulgated by a u th o r ity ."  (B a u d r illa r t ,  "The C atho lic
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Church The Renaissance and P ro tes tan tism ", p . 115) While C alv in­

ism sp read , th e  Huguenots remained always in  th e  m inority . How­

ev er, when Prance had a sce rta in ed  th a t  t r u e  P ro tes tan tism  meant 

a  re l ig io u s  rev o lu tio n  and th e  complete breaking of a l l  th e  t r a ­

d it io n s  sacred to  h e r , she recovered h e r s e l f ,  c o lle c te d  h er 

powers, and rose almost in  e n t ire ty  to  safeguard her f a i th .

R esu lts : (1) Unity of f a i th  was destroyed , and ceaseless,

d isp u tes  caused d iv is io n s  in to  s e c ts  th a t  separated  members of 

the  same land .

(2) The se c u la r iz a tio n  of r e l ig io u s ,  c h a r i ta b le ,  and educational 

in s t i tu t io n s  deprived th e  Church of la rg e  revenue® req u ired  f o r  

her good works.

(3) In stead  of freedom of b e l ie f  being granted by th e  refo rm ers, 

th e  g re a te s t  tyranny in  m atters  of conscience was d isp layed .

(4) Most baneful *,CaasarQpaplsmn was fo s te re d , as th e  se cu la r  

a u th o r it ie s  were supreme in  m atters of s ta t e  and re l ig io n . Thus 

arose N ational Churches e n t ire ly  d iscordan t w ith  C h ris tia n  u n l-  

v ersa lism .

(5) The Reformation was a  fundamental cause of the  evo lu tion  of 

ro y a l absolutism .

(6) Everywhere c iv i l  wars wrought h o rro r and d ev a s ta tio n , and 

th e  poor peasants were oppressed and enslaved.

(7) C ountless tre a su re s  and p r ic e le s s  m anuscripts were destroyed  

in  th e  co n fisca tio n  of th e  m onasteries.

(8) In  the  d e s tru c tio n  of th e  m onasteries, th e  poor were deprived
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of r e l i e f ,  and thus was in i t i a te d  the  necessary "Poor Laws.

The C atholic R evival: "One of th e  g re a te s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s

confron ting  a  government which has en tered  on a  wrong tra c k  i s  to  

r e tra c e  i t s  s te p s  and once more s t r ik e  the  r ig h t  ro ad ."  (L. Von 

P as to r , ^H istory of the Popes") Unhappily th e  necessary  reform s 

came too  la te  to  prevent a  d iv is io n  in  the C h ris tia n  Church. 

Everywhere th e  peasan ts were conservative  and clung to  th e  o ld  

f a i th ,  and were lo a th  to  fo llow  th e  example o f th e  townsmen. The 

Renaissance was a  bourgeois movement, and i t s  c r i t i c a l  s p i r i t ,  

sardonic w it, and s a rc a s t ic  l i t e r a tu r e  d id  not a f fe c t  th e  country 

people who had n e ith e r  th e  wealth nor le is u re  necessary fo r  read ing . 

The zea l of th e  Spanish ru le r s  and the  ardour o f cu ltu red  I ta l i a n s  

d id  much to  p reserve  th e  o ld  f a i th  in  la rg e  a re a s .

New Orders; Following th e  v ic to ry  o f P ro tes tan tism , many 

re lig io u s  f e l l  away, d is c ip l in e  re laxed  and re l ig io u s  l i f e  came 

to  be d isp ised  and r id ic u le d . l e t  th e  re v o lt  merely whetted the 

fervour and zeal of a  la rg e  number of holy men, who founded new 

o rd e rs , o r reformed old  ones. This c o n s titu te d  th e  " tru e  means 

of th e  re s to ra tio n  of th e  Roman Church". The Order o f Capuchins 

re s to re d  th e  a u s te re  ru le  of S a in t F rancis  (1528) and worked 

w ith z ea l to  r e -e s ta b lis h  th e  C atho lic  f a i th  among th e  lower 

c la s s e s . The O ratorIans were founded by S ain t P h il ip  N eri (1574), 

who when s t i l l  a  layman, en tered  upon a  "home m ission work" to  

a id  th e  s ic k  and d e s t i tu te .  His a sso c ia tio n  o f s e cu la r  p r ie s t s ,  

l iv in g  by ru le  but w ithout vow, laboured to  promote sc ience  and
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to  in s tru c t  th e  people by simple d ire c t  sermons. The Theatlnes 

were founded by S ain t C ajetan (1524) to  reform th e  se cu la r  

c lergy  and in fuse fre sh  v igo r in to  re lig io u s  l i f e .  These p r ie s t s ,  

who liv e d  in  a u s te r i ty  and s t r i c t  poverty , preached in  p u b lic , 

eared fo r  the  d e s t i tu te  p ilg rim s , and tended to  the  dying in  

h o s p ita ls .  The example of t h i s  body of vigorous and zealous 

men exerted  a  mighty influence on the  papacy, the  Church, and 

popular re lig io u s  l i f e .  The B ro thers o f Mercy founded fay S a in t 

John of Cod (1S4G) cared fo r  th e  s ic k . S a in t Teresa reformed th e  

C arm elites o f A vila  (1162) re s to r in g  th e  an c ien t s p i r i t  of 

penance, lab o u r, poverty and sec lu s io n  and in fu sin g  an a p o s to lic  

. zea l th a t  d ire c ted  th e i r  l i f e  o f  p rayer to  th e  conquest o f so u ls . 

S a in t Angela Merle 1 founded th e  U rsullnes (1537) fo r  th e  edu­

c a tio n  of young g i r l s .  The S is te r s  of th e  V is ita t io n  were founded 

by S ain t F rancis  o f S ales (1610) and th e  S is te r s  o f C harity  by 

S a in t Vincent de Paul (1633), fo r  teach ing  and th e  care  of th e  s ic k . 

The S is te r s  of §ood Shepherd (1644) laboured fo r  th e  reform ation  

o f  f a l le n  women and the p re se rv a tio n  of young g i r l s .

J e s u i t s ; Important as th ese  o rd ers  were in  th e  se rv ic e  of 

th e  Church, th a t  of th e  J e s u i t s ,  founded by S a in t Ig n a tiu s  Loyola 

(1540) over-shadowed them a l l .  Knowing the  causes th a t  made many 

n a tio n s  rev o lt from th e  c le rg y , he made le a rn in g , p ie ty  and obedi­

ence th e  governing p r in c ip le s  in  h is  p lan  of reform . H is fo llow ers 

etarly acquired a  g rea t re p u ta tio n  fo r  s a n c tity  and le a rn in g , by 

a sso c ia tin g  an a c tiv e  l i f e  in  th e  world w ith abso lu te  s a c r i f i c e ,
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u t t e r  renuncia tion  of p e rso n a lity  and s e l f - w i l l .  In th e  m issionary 

f ie ld s  and in  d if fe re n t  spheres of education , they helped to  r e ­

v ive  th e  s p i r i tu a l  l i f e  o f both people and p r ie s t s ,  and won many 

P ro te s ta n ts  back to  th e  f a i th .  Ranke says: “There never has been, 

nor w ill  th e re  ever again  be , such a combination of sc ience  and 

t i r e l e s s  z e a l, o f study and eloquence, of magnificence and m orti­

f ic a t io n ,  o f worldwide propaganda and u n ity  o f purpose.* Every­

where, th e  J e s u i ts  Introduced r ig id  d is c ip l in e ,  and made education 

an Important instrum ent of reform  in  th e i r  c o lle g e s , where they 

introduced a  l i t e r a r y - c la s s ic a l  scheme. *!ven P ro te s ta n ts  con­

fid e d  th e i r  ch ild ren  to  m asters who knew how to  c u l t iv a te  not only 

the in te l l ig e n c e  but a lso  th e  h e a r ts  and th e  w il ls  of th e i r  

p u p ils .*  (A. B a u d r i l la r t ,  “The C atho lic  Church*, p . 179)

Spanish In q u is itio n : The C atho lic  reform  was accomplished 

by men who worked w ith th e  people and c lergy  and them selves s e t  

the  example of what th e  c lergy  should be. I t  began in  Spain , 

where lo y a lty  toward th e  Church became th e  c h ie f  element in  

Spanish N ationalism . The p i t i l e s s  court of th e  Spanish In q u i­

s i t io n  (1180) was designed to  ex term inate h e r e t ic s .  In  th e  days 

when a l l  C h ris tian s  were C a th o lic s , th e  h e re t ic  was to  C h r is t i ­

an ity  what a  crim inal I s  to  th e  modern S ta te ,  one to  be elim isc 

nated fo r  th e  general s o c ia l  and c i v i l  good.

Reformed Papacy: Pope Adrian ¥1 (1520-23) was unpopular

w ith the C uria owing to  h is  determ ination  to  reform  th e  papacy.

He was slow to  bestow canonries; h is  tre a su ry  was empty; h is
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economles caused resentm ent. Furtherm ore, he withdrew a l l  p e r­

m ission given to  p r in c e s .s in c e  Innocent I I I  t o  p resen t cand i­

d a tes  fo r  b en efices , fo r  he intended to  f i l l  a l l  p o s ts  w ith good 

men. l e  sen t h is  nuncio to  th e  D iet of Nuremberg w ith o rd e rs  to  

make a  fran k  statem ent about the  co rrup tion  in  the  C uria  and h ie r ­

archy. He died ere  he could accomplish much, but he courageously 

la id  bare th e  scandals of th e  Church and shewed an honest purpose 

to  amend them, suggesting  th e  r ig h t  methods to  employ.

L a te r, Paul I I I  (1534-49) reformed th e  C uria not by im­

posing a  r ig id  regime upon th e  c a rd in a ls , but b f  s e le c tin g  

ex ce llen t men fo r  high o f f ic e s .  He w isely appointed French and 

Spanish p re la te s ,  g iv ing  the  Sacred College a  more in te rn a tio n a l 

c h a ra c te r , to  the  s a t is f a c t io n  of F rancis  I and C harles Y. His 

statesm anship combined m oderation, determ ination , and a b i l i ty  to  

choose men who could be tru s te d  to  carry  on th e  work of reform .

He in sp ired  th e  a c tio n s  of the  General Council (1545-1563), 

which he c a lle d  to  meet a t  Trent on th e  confines of I ta ly  and 

Germany. nI t  defined c le a r ly  and p re c ise ly  th e  d o c trin es  o f th e  

Church th a t  had been d ispu ted  by P ro te s ta n ts ;  and a lso  Issued de­

c rees  on d is c ip l in e  fo r  th e  c o rrec tio n  of th e  abuses th a t  had 

a f f l i c te d  the  Church so d isa s tro u s ly , in  in v ita t io n  was extended 

to  the P ro te s ta n ts  to  a tte n d  th e  se ss io n s  of th e  council; but they 

d ec lin ed , because th e i r  demands to  adopt th e  B ib le  as  th e  only 

ru le  of f a i th  were |*e jected .n (McSorley, "Short S tory  of th e  

C atho lic  Church8 , p. 18T) "H lth new youth and s tre n g th 8 , says
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lan k e , "Catholicism  again faced the  P ro te s ta n t world.® This 

Connell gave g rea t a t te n tio n  to  th e  re fo ra  o f th e  ep iscopate  and 

a l l  o rders o f  th e  c le rg y , and e s ta b lish ed  th e  sem inaries to  pro­

v ide a  re lig io u s  ru le  fo r  secu la r  c le rg y .

Pope p lu s  ¥ (1566-72), a s s is te d  by S ain t C harles Borromeo 

and S a in t P h ilip  M erl, c a r r ie d  out th e  reform s decreed by T ren t.

The "Catechism of th e  Council® was pub lished , and many abuses w 

w ith in  th e  Church were c o rre c te d . He liv ed  the  a u s te re  l i f e  of 

a  monk and e d if ie d  a l l  w ith  whom he came in  co n ta c t. Nothing 

helped the cause of C atholicism  so much as th e  succession  of 

irrep roachab le  popes. The c i ty  o f Home sought to  reg a in  h e r po­

s i t io n  a s  cen tre  o f the  C atho lic  world by becoming more C h ris tian  

in  m orals and manners.

The Outcome; Through a l l  th e  v ic is s i tu d e s  of th e  try in g  

period  of th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry , th e  C atho lic  d o c tr in e  remained 

unchanged. " In  dogma C atholicism  p laces  a l l  in te l l ig e n c e s  on th e  

same le v e l;  th e  learned  and the  ig n o ra n t, th e  genius and th e  

vu lg ar are  bound by th e  same d e ta i l  o f b e l ie f ,  th e  same p ra c tic e s  

a re  imposed on r ic h  as  w ell as  poor, the  same a u s te r i t i e s  on 

s trong  and on weak; C atholicism  compromises w ith no man—i t  manages 

to  u n ite  a l l  c la sse s  of so c ie ty  a t th e  foot of the  same a l t a r  as 

they a re  un ited  in  the  eyes of tod.® (B a u d r illa r t ,  "The C ath o lic  

Church", p . 317)

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



-42-

The French Revolut ion

Antecedents: Louis XT? was th e  p e rso n if ic a tio n  of th e

abso lu te  monarchy of the  seventeenth  cen tu ry . At h is  court a s ­

sembled the n o b i l i ty ,  who, though shorn of p o l i t i c a l  power, were 

exempt from ta x a tio n  and enjoyed th e  p r iv ile g e s  of th e i r  high 

e s ta te .  The Middle C lass o r Third E s ta te , composed of th e  pro­

fe ss io n a l and m ercan tile  c la s s e s , enjoyed comparative se c u rity  

and p ro sp e rity  and held  im portant o f f ic e s  o f S ta te  ad m in is tra tio n . 

The King introduced some reform s through C o lb e rt, h is  m in is te r  o f 

Finance, who sea lously  promoted manufactures and commerce and p ro ­

te c te d  inven tors and new in d u s tr ie s . U nfortunately , as th e  

m ercan tile  c la s s  became unduly enriched and s e l f i s h ,  th e  nobles 

became more w astefu l and p leasu re -lo v in g . The lo t  o f th e  peasant 

grew worse under th e  unrelieved  burden of a  t r i p l e  ta x a tio n  w ith 

dues to  h is  feudal lo rd , h is  Church, and h is  k ing . Thus was con­

sumed th re e -q u a r te rs  of h is  meagre Income.

S o c ia l D iscontent: But the  bourgeo isie  of the  towns were

progressing  w ith th e  industry  and commerce. Government re g u la tio n  

was now added to  g u ild  re g u la tio n s , fo r  numerous g u ild s  s t i l l  con­

t r o l le d  th e  in d u s tr ie s  of France. The e n te rp ris in g  business man 

was encouraged to  Introduce new branches of m anufacture, fo r  which 

he was rewarded w ith p r iv i le g e s ,  t i t l e s ,  and o th e r favours.

Although commerce was r e s t r ic te d  by an tiq u a ted  customs, y e t i t  

augmented th e  w ealth and s tre n g th  of th e  b o u rg eo isie . A ll-  

powerful in  th e  business world and educated In th e  sc ien ce , c u ltu re
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and philosophy of the  age, th e  bourgeo isie  d es ired  more p o l i t i c a l  

power. They resen ted  th e  precedence given to  th e  n o b il i ty  and 

c le rg y , and f re e ly  ta lk e d  of a  n a tio n a l parliam en t, In which they 

could reg u la te  finance and prevent th e  extravagant and w astefu l 

expenditure of royal money. The B ourgeoisie and p easan ts  no 

longer received  a ss is ta n c e  from the  lo rd s  as In medieval tim es , 

and they loathed  to  see the  n o b il i ty  favoured w ith rank , pos­

sess io n s  and p r iv i le g e s ,  e sp ec ia lly  exemption from ta x a tio n .

Philosophy: I t  t h i s  tim e, th e  ra t io n a l  philosophy th a t

produced skepticism  and Deism sp read , and I t s  e v i l  in fluences 

weakened C h ris tian  f a i t h .  I t  destroyed reverence fo r  th e  Church; 

encouraged ph ilosophers to  evolve new systems of b e l i e f ;  and th e re  

re su lte d  a  g rea t Increase of in d iffe ren ce  to  re l ig io n .  V o lta ire  

(1694-1778) e n th u s ia s tic a lly  wrote on th e  trium ph of d s la t lo  

philosophy and s a rc a s t ic a l ly  c r i t i c i s e d  th e  Church and so c ie ty  

w ith I t s  long-stand ing  abuses. D iderot (1713-84) e d ited  the  

Encyclopedia, which was a  11 m anifesto of radicalism * and expressed 

th e  cu rren t ideas of r e l ig io n , so c ie ty , and sc ien ce . Eousaeau 

(1712-78) denounced lea rn in g  as  th e  "badge of s e lf ish n e ss  and 

co rrup tion" and espoused th e  cause of th e  ignorant peasan t. In 

h is  "S ocia l C o n trac t" , he expounded th e  theory of th e  lepub llcan  

government and contended th a t  w ealth should not be d iv ided  among 

th e  few. These ideas were th e  In sp ira tio n  of th e  repub lican  phase 

of th e  French te v e ln t la a .

Economics: Frangols Quesnay, a  bourgeois ph y sic ian , a ttack ed .
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th e  m ercantilism  of the age. He taugh t “th a t  a  n a t io n 's  w ealth 

comes from farming and mining; th a t  m anufactures and t ra d e rs  

produce nothing new. (Hence) th e  m anufacturers and merchants 

should th e re fo re  he untaxed and unhampered." (C. 3. Hayes,

"4 P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l H isto ry " , p . 426) L a ls se a -fa lre  was th e  

p r in c ip le  he gave to  Turgot, th e  m in is te r  of finance under 

Louis XVI. Adam Smith, q u ite  in  harmony w ith quesnay, wrote the  

"H ealth of Nations" which hscams th e  "d ec la ra tio n  of. independence 

fo r  in d u stry "—Let each man, each employer of la b o r , each s e l l e r  

of merchandise follow  h is  own personal business in te r e s t s  w ithout 

l e t  o r  h indrance. Mo lab o r o rg an iza tio n , no S ta te  in te rv e n tio n  

was to  prevent th e  f u l l ,  f re e  co n trac t between in d iv id u a l em­

p loyer and in d iv id u a l la b o re r . This "Liberalism " in  economics 

was to  produce banefu l r e s u l t s  in  l a t e r  y e a rs , g iv ing  to  every­

one f u l l  scope Cor un lim ited  se lf-aggrandizem ent. "The clamor 

of th e  economic d o c tr in a ire s  became; M anufacture, produce, s e t  

a l l  th e  wheels o f in d u stry  in  motion, enlarge your m arkets, en­

r ic h  your n a tio n , get w ealth , w ealth , w ealth ; th e  more th e  b e t te r J "  

(H uaslein , "M anifesto", p . 38) Pope Leo X III condemned th e  th eo ry . 

The av aric io u s  s e l f i s h  employers gained w ealth but the  lower 

c la s se s  were more m iserable and d iscon ten ted  then  ever.

Absolutism; During th e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry , the  French 

Government went from bad to  worse under the  p leasure-low ing  1 

Louis XV ( I f l5 -T 4 ) . He g lo ried  in  fe e lin g  " th e  sovereign  a u th o rity  

i s  vested  in  ay person ."  But he es ta b lish ed  an organised system
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of government superv iso rs  to  co n tro l t i l  departm ents of th e  

n a tio n a l l i f e .  In  the  towns, the  o ld  gu ild s  continued to  e le c t  

a  Town Council th a t  managed lo c a l  business r e la t in g  to  p ro p erty , 

ta x -c o lle c tIo n , customs, d u t ie s  and the l ik e .  Overlapping of 

powers soon led  to  confusion. Law were I l l -d e f in e d  and the  

c o u rts  were as bad as th e  laws; moreover " J u s tic e ” was o ften  

bought and so ld . Confused a d m in is tra tio n , an tiq u a ted  law s, co r­

rupt m ag istra tes  and a  d isorganized  army betrayed the  weakness 

of th e  French monarchy. d isa s tro u s  wars Increased th e  n a tio n a l 

debt and tax es  were m u ltip lie d . The unfortunate  Louis XVI In ­

h e r ite d  a  bankrupt France.

The I s ta te s - f e n e r a l  Revised: The hopes o f th e  n a tio n  ro se

when Turgot became m in is te r  of fin an ce . "L a issez -fa ire*  was to  

be the  o rder of th e  day; finances were to  be refowned, ta x e s  

lowered and extended to  c le rgy  and nob les, B e lie f  seemed a t  hand, 

when Turgot was suddenly d ism issed . The p r iv ileg ed  c la s se s  feared  

th e  reform s. But th e  king faced  f in a n c ia l  embarrassment, and to  

save th e  nation  he summoned th e  E sta tes-G en era l, which had not 

been convened fo r  one hundred and sev en ty -fiv e  y e a rs . I t  co n sis ted  

of th re e  sep ara te  bod ies, e le c te d  to  rep re sen t th e  th re e  e s ta te s  

o f th e  realm , c le rg y , n o b i l i ty ,  and commons((Third E s ta te )  and each 

e s ta te  voted as  a  u n i t .  E lec tio n s  were ordered according to  th e  

anc ien t custom s, and th e  e le c to rs  were In v ited  to  p repare  a  re p o rt 

o f th e  e x is tin g  lo c a l abuses and proposed rem edies. A ll th e se  , 

"cahlers." demanded reforms In government and s o c ie ty ,  and In s is te d
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on th e  removal of so c ia l in e q u a li t ie s  and abuses, The king was 

th u s  warned o f danger, hut d id  not a c t accordingly .

U niversal Suffrage Demanded: At once th e  commoners de­

manded a  reform he made in  th e  system of v o tin g . They began to  

argue th a t  th e  is ta te s -G e n e ra l should be organized as & s in g le  

body, in  which each member would have one v o te . Such v o tin g  

would rep resen t th e  n a tio n  and th e  assembly would concern i t s e l f  

w ith a  general reform ation of th e  e n t i re  government and so c ia l 

l i f e .  L ibera l nobles under L afay e tte  and many cu ra te s  agreed w ith 

th e  commoners' argument. But, when th e  king wavered in  h is  de­

c is io n , and th e  p riv ileg ed  o rders d isp layed  an uncompromising 

a t t i tu d e ,  th e  Third E s ta te  solemnly proclaimed I t s e l f  a  N ational 

Assembly (June IT , 1T89). Lei by Mirabeau, they took an oath  to  

draw up a  c o n s ti tu tio n  fo r  France. Unsanctioned by th e  k ing , th e  

an c ien t E states-U eneral had been transform ed in to  a  N ational 

Assembly, and th e  abso lu te  d iv in e - r ig h t  monarchy ended to  be r e ­

placed by a lim ited  monarchy based on th e  popular w il l .

The R evolt: The P a r is ia n  populace supported th e  N ational

Assembly and fo r  th re e  days th e re  was w ild d iso rd e r  in  th e  c i ty .  

Confusion spread throughout France, and the  oppressed peasan ts  

banded to g e th e r  to  destroy  th e  chateaux o f th e  nobles and many 

m onasteries. The c e n tra l government was tra n s fe rre d  from V e rsa ille s  

to  P a r is  and French Absolutism was a t  an end. Badical so c ia l 

readjustm ents were to  accompany changes in  th e  government and ad­

m in is tra tiv e  body. Thus th e  rev o lu tio n  was to  be so c ia l a s  w ell
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as p o l i t i c a l .

Rule o f Assembly: At once the  N ational Assembly le g a lly

destroyed feudalism  and serfdom, thus tending  to  e s ta b lis h  s o c ia l  

e q u a lity . L ib e rty , form erly considered a p r iv i le g e ,  henceforward 

was to  be id e n tif ie d  w ith e q u a lity . I t  next sanctioned  an eq u a lity  

o f ta x a tio n  fo r  a l l  c la s s e s , and the  suppression of feudal and 

s e rv i le  dues. I t  next s e t  to  work on th e  c o n s ti tu tio n  and France 

was given a  “D eclaration  of th e  R ights of Man” , g ran ting  men 

“l ib e r ty ,  p ro p erty , s e c u r i ty ,  and re s is ta n c e  to  o p p ress io n .” 

R elig ious to le ra t io n ,  freedom of speech, and l ib e r ty  o f th e  p ress  

were affirm ed . The o f f i c i a l s  of th e  S ta te  were to  be resp o n sib le  

to  th e  people.

S ecu la risa tio n  of Church P roperty : To provide funds th e

r ic h  church lands were se iz e d , and th e  clergy  were to  be made 

s a la r ie d  o f f i c i a l s ,  governed by a  m in is te r  o f Worship, and p r ie s t s  

were to  be appointed by th e  vo tes of th e  c i t iz e n s .  The king was 

fo rced  to  s ig n  a  decree com pelling th e  clergy  to  take a  solemn 

oath  of a lleg ian ce  to  the “C iv il C o n stitu tio n ” . This was a  second 

attem pt to  e s ta b lis h  a  N ational Church su b jec t to  S ta te  c o n tro l.

In  1682, Louis XI? had convoked th e  b ishops to  P a r is  and demanded 

them to  accept th e  “Four A r t ic le s ” which he p resen ted  to  them.

But th e  Pope then condemned th e  r is in g  Gfalllcanlsm, and h is  

successor likew ise  condemned the  new “C iv il  C o n s titu tio n ” and 

th e  oath of a lle g ia n c e . The Church thus became th e  opponent of th e  

R evolution. Rather than swear th e  oath condemned by Rome, th e
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king f le d .  He resigned in  1792. In  September 1793, Atheism 

was decreed. Churches were closed  o r converted in to  "Temples of 

Reason". The complete s h a tte r in g  of th e  o ld  regime had been 

accomplished by th e  R ational Assembly.

Rise of P ro le ta r ia n s : #hen th e  rev o lu tio n  had reduced th e

ro y al power and abolished  th e  sp e c ia l p r iv ile g e s  o f nobles and 

c le rg y , a sharp cleavage between th e  p r o le ta r ia t  (poor working 

people in  th e  towns) and B ourgeoisie became ap p aren t. The 

urban p r o le ta r ia t ,  who had gained le a s t  by th e  r e v o l t ,  now re ­

solved to  gain l ib e r t i e s  and a  vo ice  in  th e  government. They 

demanded ra d ic a l changes in  th e  c o n s titu tio n  th a t  would b e t te r  

t h e i r  cond ition  s o c ia lly  and p o l i t ic a l ly *  'The r a d ic a l  move­

ment was spread abroad by pamphlets and p apers. The p r o le ta r ia t  

o f  P a r is  rev o lted  ag a in st th e  l ib e r a l  monarchy, invaded th e  ro y a l 

palace and a r re s te d  th e  ro y a l fam ily , f e a r  deepened in to  pan ic , 

and supreme power was vested  in  Danton a s  D ic ta to r  o f th e  revo­

lu tio n a ry  commune. He urged th e  fren z ied  mob to  t e r r i f y  th e  

r o y a l is t s .  T his was th e  s ig n a l fo r  a  w holesale massacre o f th e  

r o y a l is t s  in  P a r is .  Royalty was abolished  and anarchy reigned  

in  France. The un fo rtunate  sovereigns were executed.

Anarchy: Under new le a d e rs , th e  rev o lu tio n  assumed a

d is t in c t ly  s o c ia l i s t i c  c h a ra c te r . The o rnate  c lo th in g  of th e  

n o b il i ty  was abolished  and th e  calender was rev ised  to  o b l i te r a te  

th e  memory of C h r is t ia n i ty .  The N ational Convention then  ceased 

to  p ress  reform in  b eh a lf  o f th e  p r o le ta r ia t  and came under th e

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



- 49 -

In fluence of th e  more moderate b o u rgeo isie . The r a d ic a ls  

championed the  cause of th e  p r o le ta r ia t  and demanded an e q u a li­

sa tio n  of w ealth and th e  a b o li t io n  of poverty . These fo rerunners 

of modern soc ia lism  were suppressed a t  once. Napoleon f in a l ly  

se ized  th e  re in s  and m ilita rism  supplanted the  s h o r t- liv e d  

democracy.

L iberalism ; Unconsciously the  French despo ts  had signed th e  

death  warrant o f absolu tism  by encouraging th e  l i t e r a r y  men Imbued 

w ith tendencies to  skep tic ism  and rad ica lism . T heir broadcast 

c r i t ic is m  o f  a u th o r ity , r e l ig io u s  and c i v i l ,  re su lte d  in  u n iv e rsa l 

lib e ra lism . I t  broke up the  framework of th e  C h ris tian  C lv lta s  

by proclaim ing re lig io n  to  be but a  p r iv a te  a f f a i r  w ith  no re la t io n  

to  th e  government. Thus was boro secu la rism , which could mean 

only re lig io u s  agnosticism , and d isreg ard  of to d . The p ra c t ic a l  

consequence of th e  p r in c ip le s  of lib e ra lism  was th e  sep a ra tio n  of 

r e l ig io n  from every m an ifesta tion  of c o lle c tiv e  l i f e .  “le n c e , 

sep a ra tio n  of S ta te  from Church; sep a ra tio n  of sc ien ce , l i t e r a tu r e  

and a r t  from re lig io n ; sep a ra tio n  of th e  law from C h ris tia n  

m o ra lity . And hence secu larism —th e  d e -c h r is t ia n ls a t io n  o f a l l  

p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l o rd inances, o f a l l  pub lic  I n s t i tu t io n s ,  o f  

a l l  S ta te  s e rv ic e s . Schools were se c u la rise d  and handed over to  

th e  S ta te ; by means of c i v i l  m arriage, th e  fam ily was se cu la rised ; 

th e  army was se cu la rised  by th e  suppression  o f chap la ins and 

re lig io u s  se rv ic e s ; benevolence was se cu la rised  by th e  removal o f 

ben eficen t works from th e  co n tro l of th e  Church; th e  law was
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s e c u la ris e d , and so were a l l  th e  organs of pub lic  l i f e .  The 

Church was thus deprived of h er immemorial so c ia l fu n c tio n . The 

u n -re lig io u s  S ta te  soon became th e  a n t i - r e l ig io u s  S ta te ; sepa­

ra tio n  turned in to  p e rsecu tio n , secu la rism , a n t i - c le r ic a l is m .”

(G. G. H artin d a le , "A Manual of C atho lic  A ction", p . 107)

Liberalism  denied th e  Church a l l  a u th o r ity  in  p o l i t i c a l  m atters 

because i t  sep a ra tes  the  p o l i t i c s  from m orals and r e l ig io p .  But the  

French Revolution was wrecked a s  a  movement towards freedom when 

i t  touched the "Sock of S a in t P e te r" .

The Concordat: In 1601, Napoleon made peace w ith Pius V II,

and "the document was signed which bound th e  Church by l in k s  o f 

s t e e l  and gold to  every French tovernment down to  190S.”

(Wm. B arry , "The Papaey and Modern Times") The re c o n s ti tu tio n  

of the  (ra illean  Church by th e  Pope was th e  end of ia l i le a n is m . 

Napoleon became th e  p recu rso r o f the  V atican C ouncil, which decreed 

th a t  th e  Pope had ord inary  ju r is d ic t io n  over every bishop in  

Christendom. In 1830, th e  C o n stitu tio n  took away from th e  govern­

ment i t s  monopoly of education and so gave to  C a th o lic s , above 

a l l  to  re l ig io u s  o rd e rs , a freedom which would have made them 

independent. The s tru g g le  in  modern tim es between C h ris tia n  and 

u n c h ris tia n  th e o r ie s  must be fought out in  th e  schools.

Abbe F . De Lamennals: This v ic to ry  favouring  C a th o lic

Education was due to  Lamennals, who was n e ith e r  a  l ib e r a l  nor a

re v o lu tio n is t .  To him re l ig io n  meant every th ing . He longed th a t  

th e  C atho lic  Church should have power as i t  has a u th o r ity . His
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e a rly  w ritin g s  contained an e n th u s ia s tic  defense o f th e  Church, 

but some of h is  sta tem ents offended th e  government o f f i c i a l s ,  and 

h is  f i r s t  book R e f le c t io n s  oh th e  S ta te  o f th e  Church in  France 

during the  E igh teen th  Century" (1808) was suppressed by th e  p o lic e . 

The "Essay on In d iffe ren ce  in  M atters o f le lig lo n *  (1811) made 

him popular, and the  second e d itio n  of th e  "Essay" appeared in  

1820. Mot content w ith d is c re d it in g  In f id e l  philosophy, he a t ­

tacked the new popular C artesian  ra tio n a lism . The method he then 

employed was based on a  new theory  of c e r t i tu d e , and he made 

statem ents which too  broadly explained C atho lic  d o c tr in e , and 

touched questions th a t  should have been l e f t  to  le g itim a te  au­

th o r i ty .  I t  was po in ted  ou t th a t  h is  philosophy and ap o lo g e tic s  

favoured Skepticism . He subm itted h is  book to  Borne, where he was 

w ell received  in  1824. In  1825, he denounced ia ll le a n la m  and ex­

treme l ib e ra l  tendencies in  a  pam phlet, which aroused th e  d is ­

p leasu re  o f th e  French b ishops, a s  w ell as  th e  lo u se  of Bourbon 

s in ce  he censured th e i r  laws of 1882, Be m s  condemned fo r  h i s  

ultram ontane id eas .

A ssociated w ith Lacordalre and Montalembert, he e d ited  

L ’Avenir (1830), in  which he defended the Church a g a in s t extreme 

lib e ra lism . The boldness of h is  Ideas provoked accusa tions a g a in s t 

him and aroused susp ic ion  o f h is  orthodoxy. Be, th e re fo re , sus­

pended th e  p u b lica tio n  of th e  jo u rn a l, and went to  Borne to  submit 

M s cause to  Sregory HFI. Be was not as warmly rece ived  a s  in  

1824. fhen h is  two companions subm itted to  papal d e c is io n s , he
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o b s tin a te ly  debated h is  p o in t. Upon d iscovering  th a t  some of h is  

ideas were condemned in  th e  E ncyclical "K ira ri vos” (1832), he 

r e t i r e d ,  but he cherished  resentm ent as  shown in  h is  correspondence. 

In  1834, he loudly proclaimed h is  rup tu re  w ith th e  Church and died, 

o u tsid e  i t s  p a le . He was, however, the  f i r s t  ap o lo g is t p u b lic ly  

to  a tta c k  G alllcanlsm  in  France, and he prepared th e  way fo r  i t s  

d e fe a t ,  th e  crowning work of th e  V atican C ouncil. He a lso  inaugu­

ra te d  th e  s tru g g le  th a t  was to  issu e  in  freedom of education .

D espite h is  blamable excesses, we must tra c e  to  him th a t  recon­

c i l i a t io n  between C atholicism  on th e  one hand and popular l ib e r ty  

and th e  masses of th e  people on th e  o th e r , upon which Leo X III s e t  

th e  f in a l  s e a l of approbation.

The R econstruction Period

In  th e  midst of t h i s  apparent chaos—re lig io u s  p o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c ia l ,  and otherw ise, Sod’s  Providence seems to  have r a is e d  up two 

of the  Church’s  most I l lu s t r io u s  p o n t i f f s ,  P lus IX and Leo X III . 

T heir long re ig n s , re sp ec tiv e ly  of th ir ty - tw o  and th i r t y - s i x  y e a rs , 

gave to  th e i r  work the  co n tin u ity  necessary to  th e  rec o n s tru c tin g  

of C h ris tia n  s o l id a r i ty .

P lus IX (1848-78): E c c le s ia s t ic a l  and re lig io u s  achievem ents

marked h is  re ig n . In  s p i te  of th e  deluge of severe t r i a l s  th a t  

a f f l i c t e d  him, he f e a r le s s ly  fought ag a in s t th e  f a ls e  lib e ra lism  

th re a ten in g  to  destroy th e  very essence of f a i th  and r e l ig io n . In 

h is  E ncyclical ^Quanta Cura” (December 8, 1864}, he condemn®!
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s ix te e n  p ro p o sitio n s  to rch ing  on the e r ro rs  o f th e  age. At  the  

same tim e, he gave th e  world th e  famous "Syllabus Srrorum", a 

summary of e igh ty  previously  censured p ro p o sitio n s  bearing  on 

N ationalism , Socialism , Communism, S ecret S o c ie tie s ,  E rro rs  on 

th e  S ta te  and i t s  R elation  to  th e  Church, on N atural and 

C h ris tia n  E th ic s , on C h ris tia n  f e r r ia g e ,  on th e  Temporal Pewter 

of th e  Pope, on Modern L iberalism  and o th e r  to p ic s . While m alice 

and m isunderstanding combined to  designate  th e  Syllabus as th e  

embodiment of a  narrow minded s e r v i l i ty  to  papal a u th o r ity , i t  has 

been of Inestim able se rv ice  to  Church and so c ie ty  by unmasking 

th e  f a ls e  lib e ra lism  which a ttack ed  C atholicism . The enemies o f 

th e  Church were not slow to  recognize in  I t  a  form al re fe c tio n  

o f modern c u ltu re ,  th e  pope’s  d ec la ra tio n  of war on th e  modern 

S ta te .  To th e  p resen t day, i t  i s  a  stum bling block to  a l l  those 

imbued with th e  p r in c ip le s  o f f a ls e  L iberalism , i l l  C atho lics 

a re  bound to  accept th e  S y llabus. The co n ten ts  o f any th e s is  in  

i t  must be explained by means of th e  papal document connected 

with i t .  I t  Opposed th e  high t id e  of th e  in te l le c tu a l  movement 

of the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry , which sought to  sweep away th e  foun­

da tio n  o f a l l  o rd e r, human and d iv in e . I t  admirably defends th e  

In a lien ab le  r ig h ts  o f Cod and th e  Church. I t  i s  an ea rn e s t and 

en erg e tic  p ro te s t  ag a in s t th e  attem pt to  e lim in a te  th e  in fluence 

o f Catholicism  on th e  l i f e  o f n a tio n s  and of in d iv id u a ls , on th e  

fam ily and th e  schoo l. " I t  threw a sharp c le a r  l ig h t  upon r e e f  

and rock in  th e  in te l le c tu a l  cu rren ts  of the  tim e ."  (C atho lic
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Bncyclopedla, Vol. XIV, p . 3§8)

DoKma of Immaculate Conception: Plus IX had always

cherished a  ten d er devotion to  th e  Blessed V irg in . At th e  opening 

of h is  re ign  (1849), he in v ited  th e  bishops to  g ive expression  to  

t h e i r  views on th e  su b jec t of th e  Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

Theologians had always considered th a t  the  p r iv ile g e  was amongst 

th e  t ru th s  revealed  by Sod. Ho controversy had ever: a r is e n  

regard ing  t h i s  b e l ie f .  During th e  middle of th e  l a s t  cen tu ry , 

when atheism  openly sought to  in fluence men, th e  lo ly  fa th e r  met 

i t s  d en ia ls  o f re l ig io u s  t ru th s  by d efin ing  th e  dogma of th e  Im­

m aculate Conception, making i t  an a r t i c l e  of f a i th .  (Dec. 1854) 

C a th o lic s  were c a lle d  upon openly to  submit th e i r  reason to  th e i r  

f a i t h ,  and render submission to  le g itim a te  a u th o r ity , which the  

French Revolution had destroyed .

Papal I n f a l l i b i l i t y :  Having had h is  mind fo r  y ears  fix ed

on th e  improvement of so c ie ty , and on the  means whereby th e  much- 

needed improvement could be a f fe c te d , P lus IX had long contem­

p la te d  c a ll in g  a  General Council. A ccordingly, on December 8,

1869, seven hundred and s ix ty - fo u r  p re la te s  of th e  Church assembled 

in  th e  V atican. A venerable group I t  w as.of d if f e re n t  c a s t of 

fe a tu re s  and shades of co lo u r, v a r ie ty  o f costumes, cou n tless  

tongues, and v a ried  r i t e s ,  y e t a l l  c lo se ly  u n ited  in  one f a i th ,  

and recognizing th e  supremacy of Rome. A fte r system atizing  th e  

dogmatic C o n stitu tio n  on th e  C atho lic  F a ith , th e  question  of 

papal i n f a l l i b i l i t y  was in troduced . This d o c trin e  was as o ld  as
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th e  Ghureh. I t  Im plies th a t  th e  Roman P o n tif f ,  when he speaks 

ex ca thed ra , th a t  l a ,  on m atters  of f a i th  and m orals, cannot e r r .  

This p re ro g a tiv e  was tra n s fe r re d  by C h ris t to  th e  Church when i e  

sa id  to  His A postles; ’’A ll power i s  given to  me In heaven as in  

e a r th .  Going th e re fo re , teach  ye a l l  n a tio n s , b a p tis in g  them in  

th e  name of the  F a th er, and of the  Son, and of th e  Holy Ghost; 

teach ing  them to  observe a l l  th in g s  whatsoever I have commanded 

you: and behold I  am w ith you a l l  days, even to  the  consummation 

of th e  w orld." (S t. Matthew, XXVIII, 18-20) He e s ta b lish e d  th e  

Primacy of S a in t P e te r and h is  successors when He sa id  to  S a in t 

P e te r; "Feed my lambs; feed my sheep ."  (S t. John, XXI, 1, 16-17) 

In  th i s  i s  comprised supreme d o c tr in a l a u th o r ity . But the  u n ity , 

s tre n g th , and s t a b i l i t y  of th e  Church r e s t  on the  primacy of the  

Roman P o n tif f ,  which had become th e  ob ject of v io le n t a tta c k s  

from th e  enemies of th e  Church. To o ffs tsn d  t h i s  r e je c tio n  of 

a u th o r ity , I n f a l l i b i l i t y  was made an a r t i c l e  o f f a i th ,  when 

P ius IX promulgated the  dogma of the  I n f a l l i b i l i t y  of th e  Pope.

The ^ock of P e te r ,  th e re fo re , was made more firm , i f  p o ss ib le , 

than ever before to  r e s i s t  th e  onslaught o f th e  enemy. The 

I n f a l l i b i l i t y  i s  to  be, fo r  a l l  ag es , a  safeguard to  the  p u r ity  

and In te g r i ty  of C atho lic  F a ith .

Leo X III : He followed th e  path  of peace; he would re le g a te  

wars and in te rn a tio n a l je a lo u s ie s  to  th e  realm s of n ig h t and 

o b liv io n . He kept h i s  f in g e r  on th e  pu lse o f humanity, and h is
I

h e a r t throbbed w ith th e  movements o f th e  age. then he spoke
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a l l  the  world l is te n e d , and th e  pen In h is  hand became a  powerful 

instrum ent fo r  good. As te a c h e r , he was not con ten t w ith improving 

u n iv e r s i t ie s  and sem inaries, but zealously  issu ed  h i s  own In -  

s tru c tio n s  based on p r in c ip le s  o f reason and rev e la tio n  r e la t in g  

to  th e  fam ily , l ib e r ty ,  so c ia lism , p o l i t i c s  and th e  d u tie s  o f the  

S h r is t ia n  c i t iz e n ,  r u le r  and S ta te .  As p r i e s t ,  he was s o l ic i to u s  

fo r  u n ity , in te g r i ty ,  and th e  splendour of w orship. His long 

l i f e  was spent in  an h o n es t, w ea rile ss  attem pt to  b rin g  heaven 

down from the  s k ie s , so th a t  even here and now th e  to ll-w o rn  

c h ild ren  o f men should r e a l iz e  something of th e  peace and Joy of 

P a rad ise .

O rigin o f C iv il Power; In  th e  E n cy clica l, MImmortals Dei” , 

he reminds us th a t  by na tu re  man l iv e s  in  so c ie ty , nor can he 

dwell ap a rt from I t .  He must be a  member of th e  fam ily , o f so c ie ty , 

and of th e  S ta te . But no so c ie ty  can hold to g e th e r  u n less  i t  be 

d ire c te d  by a  ru lin g  a u th o r ity , which has i t s  source in  Sod, from 

whom a l l  power must proceed. There i s  no power bu t from to d .” 

(Sam., X III , 1) to d  has w illed  t h i s  a u th o r ity  and those  " in v ested  

w ith i t  should r e f le c t  th e  d iv in e  power and providence in  some 

measure over th e  human r a c e .11 ( In c y e lie a l , ”Immortale Del")

Rulers should be d ire c ted  by a  f a th e r ’s k indness, and seek so le ly  

th e  w ell-being  of th e  c i t i z e n s  they govern. Furtherm ore, c i v i l  

power must e x is t  fo r  th e  common good of a l l ,  no t fo r  th e  advantage 

o f any in d iv id u a l o r p a r t ic u la r  group of persons. When men fe e l  

th a t  th e i r  ru le r s  hold a u th o rity  from io d , they  w ill  be in sp ired
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to  obey and reverence them. "Let every sou l be su b je c t to  h ig h e r  

powers." (Rom., X III , I )  C h ris t respected  th e  a u th o r ity  o f th e  

S ta te  when He sa id : " len d er to  Caesar th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  C aesar’s ."

But He Implied the  Divine Source of a l l  a u th o r ity , when He spoke 

thus to  P i la te :  "Thou shou ldst no t have any power a g a in s t Me,

u n less  i t  were given thee  from above." (John, X II, 2) The 

a p o s tle s  showed th e i r  b e l ie f  in  t h i s  d o c trin e  in  th e i r  rep ly  to  

th e  ru le r s  of th e  Synagogue: "Me must obey Cod ra th e r  than  men."

(A cts, ¥ , 2 9 . )

Philosophy of th e  S ta te : The essence o f  th e  C atho lic

philosophy o f th e  S ta te  i s  contained  in  Pope L eo 's E ncyclica l 

"On th e  Condition of Labour, th e  Serum Havarum": "The S ta te  must

not absorb th e  ind iv idual o r th e  family;; both should be allowed 

f re e  and untrammeled a c tio n , as f a r  as i s  c o n s is te n t w ith th e  

common good and th e  in te re s t  o f o th e rs ."  (Serum Nov arum, 28) The 

form of government in  a  S ta te  depends on th e  choice of th e  people , 

but th e  power binding on the  consciences o f th e  c i t iz e n s  which 

those  in  au th o rity  w ill possess comes, not from th e  people, but 

from Cod. The ob ject fo r  which the  id e a l S ta te  e x is ts  i s  th e  

good of th e  community and th e  p ro te c tio n  o f a l l  le g itim a te , s o c ia l , 

domestic and in d iv id u a l in te r e s ts .

Through th e  S ta te ,  men reach th a t  g re a te r  n a tu ra l  p e rfe c tio n  

which, o f them selves, they  could not a t t a in .  Moreover, c u l tu ra l  

development i s  made f e a s ib le ,  and i t s  I n te re s ts  a re  p ro tec ted  

beyond th e  l im its  p o ssib le  to  in d iv id u a ls  o r fa m ilie s . The S ta te
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must promote peace and good o rd e r, fam ily I n te r e s t s ,  and a  high 

standard  of m ora lity  and ju s t ic e .  While th e  S ta te  must provide 

fo r  th e  common good, which must tak a  precedence of th e  p r iv a te  

good, y e t th e  r ig h ts  o f the  fam ily o r of the In d iv id u a l a re  not 

to  be y ie lded  up to  th e  acc id en ta l r ig h ts  of th e  S ta te ,  nor is  

th e  S p ir i tu a l  ever to  be s a c r i f ic e d  to  th e  m a te ria l.

Economics. The human race i s  governed by two d is t in c t  

powers, th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  and th e  c i v i l .  Bach In  i t s  sphere I s  

supreme, and each has f ix e d  l im its  defined by n a tu re  and by 

p a r t ic u la r  circum stances. The Church must safeguard  n o t only 

th e  s p i r i tu a l  in te r e s t s  p e r ta in in g  to  d iv ine  w orship, but a lso  

those se c u la r  problems involving co n sid e ra tio n s  of ju s t ic e ,  

m ora lity  o r c h a r i ty ,  such a s  th e  qu estio n s of p roperty  and owner­

sh ip  o r what has a  bearing on the  genera l good, and Involves a  

moral is su e .

R ight to  P riv a te  P roperty : S o c ia l is ts  fe ig n  to  o f fe r  a

so lu tio n  of th e  problems of th e  working man, by encouraging com­

munity ownership of productive p roperty  and th e  means of d i s t r i ­

bu tion  and exchange. But Pope Leo X III says th a t  under so c ia lism , 

th e  workingman h im self would be the  s u f fe re r .  He says: MI t  i s

su re ly  undeniable th a t  when a  man engages in  rem unerative lab o r, 

th e  very reason and motive of h is  work i s  to  o b ta in  p ro p erty , 

and to  hold i t  as  h is  own p r iv a te  p o ssess io n .11 (Serum Novarum, 4) 

Man has  a  n a tu ra l r ig h t  to  possess p roperty  and to  d ispose o f  i t  

as he w ishes. S ain t Thomas of Aquln says: ,fI t  i s  law ful fo r  a
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man to  hold p r iv a te  p ro p erty , and I t  Is  necessary fo r  th e  ca rry in g  

on of human l i f e . "  I f  he l iv e s  sp a rin g ly , saves h i s  money and 

in v e s ts  h is  savings in  land , h is  l i t t l e  e s ta te  i s  merely h is  sages 

in  ano ther form. By depriv ing  man of h is  lan d , th e  s o c ia l i s t s  

remove th e  l ib e r ty  of d isposing  o f  h is  wages, and hence deprive 

him !,of a l l  hope and p o s s ib i l i ty  of in creasin g  h is  s tock  and 

b e tte r in g  h is  cond ition  in  l i f e . ” (Rerum Novarum, 4) Pope Leo 

condemns the  s o c ia l i s t i c  p r in c ip le  and encourages each working 

man to  Invest h i s  wages in  productive p ro p erty —land , s to ck , bonds,, 

o r in te re s t-b e a r in g  sav ings. Slven a  t ru e  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  modem 

industry  and an opportunity  to  develop h is  m a te ria l goods, the 

labouring  man w ill  be contented and happy. The C h ris tia n  id ea l 

of Pope Leo encourages th e  m u ltip lic a tio n  of p r iv a te  owners, not 

th e  Increase  of in d iv id u a l possessions favoured by Ind iv idualism  

nor th e  S ta te  ownership of S ocialism . A ctual Socialism  Invariab ly  

destro y s  a l l  such p recious l i b e r t i e s  a s  freedom of th e  p re ss , 

l ib e r ty  in  education , every form of Independent o rg an isa tio n , l e ­

g itim a te  se lf-d e fe n c e , and above a l l ,  i t  demolishes th e  freedom 

of worship and in s tru c tio n . Socialism  may u ltim a te ly  lead  th e  poor 

workingman to  worse cond ition  than  he endures under C apita lism .

Pope Leo desired  to  see  th e  ownership of th e  means of production 

widely d is tr ib u te d  among th e  masses of th e  people.

C ap ita l and Labour: “I t  i s  ordained by natu re  th a t  th e se  two 

c la s se s  (r ic h  and Poor) should e x is t  in  harmony and agreem ent.”

(Rerum Novarum, l i )  C ap ita l and Labour a re  m utually necessary  to
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each o th e r. The labouring  man should ca rry  out honestly  " a l l  

e q u itab le  agreements f re e ly  made." And th e  employer must r e ­

member th a t  "R eligion teaches th e  r ic h  man and th e  employer th a t  

t h e i r  employees a re  not th e i r  s la v e s ."  la b o r Is  to  be resp ec ted . 

The r ic h  man must re lig io u s ly  r e f r a in  from c u tt in g  down th e  

workingman’s  earn ings, e i th e r  by fo rc e , frau d , o r by usu rio u s 

d e a lin g ."  (H usalein , "The C h ris tia n  S ocia l M anifesto ,"p . 127)

Use of Money: A man i s  not ab so lu te ly  f r e e  to  d ispose of 

h is  possessions as  he w ishes. Leo X III again quotes from S a in t 

Thomas Aquin: "Man should not consider h is  outward possessions as

h is  own, but as common to  a l l ,  so  as  to  share them w ithout d i f f i ­

cu lty  when other® are  in  need." (lerum Novarum, 19} Thus th e  

" r ig h t  o f  p roperty  must be d is tin g u ish ed  from i t s  use . i t  I s  an 

axiom of commutative ju s t ic e ,  th a t  man f a i th f u l ly  respect th e  

possessions o f o th e rs  by not encroaching on th e  r ig h ts  o f another 

nor exceeding th e  r ig h ts  o f ow nership." (H usalein , "Manifesto,** 

p . 133) The Holy See adm its th a t  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  may employ fo r  h is  

own use as  much of th e  p r o f i t s  o f  h is  business a s  may be reasonably 

req u ired  to  l iv e  becomingly according to  h is  s ta t io n  of l i f e  in  a

C h ris tian  way. But we a re  governed in  our ex erc ise  of our ch a r ity
*

by the  Gospel which s ta te s :  "That which rem aineth , give alm a."

(Luke X I, 41) For C h ris t sa id : "As long a s  you d id  i t  to  one of

My le a s t  b re th ren  you d id  i t  to  Me," and from God we s h a l l  rece iv e  

th e  reward fo r  good works.

S tr ik e s : Pope Leo X III a ffirm s th a t  th e  eh ie f  th in g  to  be
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obtained by the  S ta te  i s  " the  safeguard ing , by le g a l enactment 

and p o lic y , o f p r iv a te  p ro p e rty ."  (Eerum Novarum, 30) Good 

lav s  would prevent s t r ik e s ,  b u t,  should th e  lab o u rer need to  p ro te c t  

h im self ag a in st in ju s t ic e ,  s t r ik e s  must be governed by th e  p r in c i ­

p le s  of eq u ity .

Wages: l a s t l y ,  th e  Holy f a th e r  warns employers th a t :  "The

labour o f the  workingman i s  not only h is  personal a t t r ib u te ,  bu t 

i t  i s  necessary , Each one has a r ig h t  to  procure what i s  req u ired  

in  o rder to  l iv e ;  and th e  poor can procure i t  in  no o th e r way than 

by work or wages." (Encyclical on Labor) This i s  an e th ic a l  and 

a  re lig io u s  question  as  i t  i s  a  m atter of " Ju s t ic e " .  In  a l l  

eases: "The rem uneration must be enough to  support th e  wage earner

in  reasonable and f ru g a l com fort." (H usslein , "M anifesto", p . 17?)

Trade Unions: The n a tu ra l Impulse which u n ite s  men In c i v i l  

s o c ie ty , makes them band to g e th e r in  a s so c ia tio n s  to  b e t te r  con­

d it io n s .  Even p a r t ia l  o rg an iza tio n  e le v a te s  the e n t i r e  p o s itio n  

of th e  wage-earning c la s s .  Pope Leo wrote in  g rea t d e ta i l  on Labor 

Union (lerum Novarum, 36-40), because many ru le r s  in  h is  day were 

In fec ted  with l ib e ra l is m , and regarded Unions w ith d isfav o u r. But 

th e  re la t io n  between C ap ita l and Labour must never degenerate in to  

s e l f i s h  s tru g g le  fo r  th e  s p o ils  o f war and a  ru th le s s  c la s s  supremacy. 

Most p e rfe c t harmony i s  ob ta inab le  only when men u n ited  in  an 

a s so c ia tio n  a re  of one mind and one h e a r t regard ing  th e  Issu e s  In­

volved. A ll must be guided by th e  same moral p r in c ip le s  In  so lv in g  

s o c ia l  problems r e la te d  to  s o c ia l  Ju s tic e  and C h ris tia n  c h a r i ty .
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Hence economic questIona a re  a lso  re l ig io u s  qu estio n s.

P lus X: In s p i te  of th e  g re a t d i f f i c u l t i e s  th a t  confronted

him, in  h is  r e la t iv e ly  sh o rt p o n t i f ic a te  (1903-14), P lu s  X 

secured p ra c t ic a l  and la s t in g  r e s u l t s  In th e  in te r e s t  o f C atho lic  

d o c trin e  and d is c ip l in e .

Modernism: By 19Q§, th e  s p i r i t  o f modernism had In fec ted

the minds of a  la rg e  number of C a th o lics  in  every rank o f so c ie ty . 

Modernism may be explained as  a  tendency towards th a t  ra d ic a l 

transfo rm ation  of human thought in  r e la t io n  to  Sod, man, and th e  

world, which was prepared by th e  Humanists and solemnly pro­

mulgated a t  the  French R evolution. I t  would e lim in a te  Cod from 

a l l  s o c ia l  l i f e ,  and i t  covers L iberalism  in  a l l  I t s  phases. 

M odernists endeavoured to  "exp lain  away C h ris tian  dogma in  such 

a  way a s  to  make i t  accord w ith th e  dominant sp ecu la tio n s  of modern 

though t."  (S tabbing, "The S to ry  of th e  C atho lic  Church", p . 649) 

The Sovereign P o n tif f  recognized I t  to  be th e  g re a te s t  enemy of 

th e  Church, s in ce  i t s  a tta c k s  were from w ith in  her ranks. I t  was 

most dangerous, because I t  aimed a t  the very roo t o f C atholicism , 

th e  f a i th  i t s e l f  In  i t s  deepest f ib r e s .  The M odernists went so 

f a r  as to  deny th e  Divine In sp ira tio n  of th e  Holy S c r ip tu re s  in  

whole o r in p a r t .  Modernism e f fe c tiv e ly  accomplished I t s  ends 

without a t t r a c t in g  g rea t a t te n t io n , because m odernists wore the 

cloak of C atholicism , while they had k i l le d  i t s  so u l. Many of 

them had kept th e  words of th e  Creed, but had changed th e i r  

meaning. To i t s  fo llow ers, Modernism was a  complete em ancipation
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tend ing  to  weaken e c c le s ia s t ic a l  au th o r ity ; em ancipation of 

sc ie n ce , which oust tra v e rse  every f ie ld  of in v e s tig a tio n  w ithout 

fe a r  of c o n f lic t  w ith th e  Church; emancipation of th e  S ta te , 

which must not be hampered by e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a u th o r ity ; emancipa­

t io n  of conscience, which m ist not be co n tro lle d  by papal d e f i ­

n i t io n s .  I t  was a  s p i r i t  o f movement and change th a t  abhorred 

anything fix ed  and s ta t io n a ry . The u n errin g  fo re s ig h t o f th e  

lo ly  F ather saw th a t  i t s  propagation  would mean the  a d u lte ra tio n  

and f in a l  d e s tru c tio n  of th a t  A posto lic  F a ith  o f which he was 

th e  guardian. Once convinced o f t h i s ,  he s tru c k  a t  th e  e r ro r  

w ith v igour and p rec is io n  by th e  decree ,,Lam entabili, , , o r h is  

Sy llabus of Ju ly  1901, in  which he condemned in  s ix ty - f iv e  propo­

s i t io n s ,  the  c h ie f  te n e ts  of Modernism, many of which were 

expressions of In sid ious heresy . The Syllabus la id  bare th e  

p o s tu la te s  o f Modernism which had not been e a s ily  grasped. We can 

now recognize how th e  M odernists had t r i e d  to  d estro y  th e  foun­

d a tio n s  o f a l l  n a tu ra l and su p ern a tu ra l knowledge. Moreover, i t  

emphasized th e  Importance to  th e  l a i t y  of having a  working 

knowledge of th e  ch ie f  dogmas of our f a i th  th a t  e r ro r s  might be 

more e a s ily  recognized and r e fu te d .

This decree was supplemented by th e  E ncyclical "Pascendl" 

(September 8, 1907), in  which th e  Holy F ather expounds and condemns 

th e  system of Modernism, p o in tin g  out i t s  danger to  philosophy, 

ap o lo g e tic s , h is to ry ,  l i tu rg y ,  and d is c ip l in e .  He in d ic a te s  in  

each case , th e  co n trad ic tio n  between the  innovation and th e  anc ien t
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f a i th .  He e s ta b lish ed  an o f f i c i a l  body of “censors" o f books.

As i f  to  put a  t r i p l e  emphasis upon h is  condemnation o f Modernism, 

he subsequently Issued th e  "Motu P ro p rio " , in  which he p ro h ib ited  

th e  defence of the  condemned p ro p o sitio n s  in  the  Sy llabus trader 

penalty  o f excommunication (November 18, 1907).

O alllcanism : In  France, P ius X had in h e r ite d  q u a rre ls  and

menaces, th e  f ra m in g  antagonism between the  ra d ic a l lead e rs  and 

the  Holy See reached a  climax w ith th e  Law of S eparation  o f 

Church and S ta te  (December 11, 1906). S ince then th e  C atho lic  

Church in  France has su ffe red  g re a te r  poverty indeed, through th e  

withdrawal o f a l l  f in a n c ia l  g ra n ts , but she has enjoyed a  g re a te r  

freedom from S ta te  c o n tro l, e sp ec ia lly  in th e  m atter o f th e  

s e le c tio n  of p a s to rs . P ius X firm ly  refused  h is  consent to  th e  

form ation of th e  "A ssociations C u ltu e lle s " , because th ese  a s ­

so c ia tio n s  th rea ten ed  to  in tru d e  lay  au th o rity  in to  the  n a tu ra l 

opera tion  of th e  Church w ith regard to  th e  ownership and co n tro l 

of Church p roperty  and e d if ic e s .  This d ec is ion  of th e  Holy F a th er 

received  th e  abso lu te  obedience of th e  C a th o lic s .

G allicanlsm  had received  i t s  death  blow in  th e  T atlean  

Council, and had survived merely as a  h eresy . But w ith th e  sepa­

r a t io n  of Church and S ta te  i t  became e x tin c t .

Frequent Communion; Before a l l  e ls e ,  P lus X d ire c te d  a l l  

h is  e f fo r ts  to  f o s te r  and deepen p ie ty  among th e  f a i th f u l ,  ihen 

**Modemlsm and i r r e l ig lo n  th rea tened  th e  very l i f e  of th e  Church, 

he counteracted  those e v i l  In fluences by c a ll in g  th e  f a i th f u l  to
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freq u en t, even d a lly  Communion.” (Stebbing, HS tory  of th e  Church,” 

p . 650) This he considered to  be the  id ea l f o r  a l l  C atho lics  

who aim a t  th e  tru e  se rv ice  o f Sod. He rev ised  th e  ru le s  governing 

th e  E u c h a ris tic  f a s t  in  favour of th e  s ic k . (December 1906)

F u rth e r, by th e  decree "Quam Singular!*1 (August 15, 1910), he 

declared  th a t  l i t t l e  ch ild ren  are f i t  su b je c ts  to  rece iv e  Holy 

Communion ad soon as  they a t t a i n  th e  age o f reason. Hence, he 

recommended th a t  th e  f i r s t  Communion of ch ild ren  should not be 

deferred  too long a f te r  they reach the  age of d is c re tio n .

Pone Benedict XV. The A postle o f Peace. (1914-1922);

E lected  to  th e  Supreme P o n tif ic a te  on the  eve o f the  g rea t World 

War, h is  re ig n  was f i l l e d  with sorrow and an x ie ty . He a t  once 

addressed h im self to  th e  w ell-n igh  hopeless ta sk  o f try in g  to  

reco n c ile  th e  contending n a tio n s . His f i r s t  E ncyclical concluded 

w ith  a  prayer fo r  Peace. He persevered  in  h is  determ ination  to  

t r e a t  a l l  n a tio n s  as h is  ch ild ren  and so he held  firm ly  to  h is  

p o licy  of complete im p a r tia l i ty . He appealed to  th e  w arring 

n a tio n s  to  cease th e i r  s tru g g le  fo r  th e  sake of s u ffe r in g  humanity 

and fo r  th e  love of ®od.

When he perceived th a t  h is  appeals fo r  peace were unheeded, 

he devoted h im self to  the  C h ris tia n  work of In terven ing  in  favour 

o f th e  wounded, th e  p riso n ers  of war, and those reduced to  hunger 

and want. His e f fo r ts  were crowned w ith success and he was 

responsib le  fo r  th e  r e p a tr ia t io n  of thousands of men.

His peace po licy  was issued  s ix  months before th e  famous
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Four teen  P o in ts  of P residen t Wilson, but th e  A llie s  could not make 

peace a t  the  t-lme, fo r  they considered Germany then  in  th e  ascendant. 

Rather than perm it t h i s ,  th e  A llie s  continued th e  war. But th e  

lo ly  F ather p a tie n tly  prayed th e  to d  of Peace to  spare th e  w arring 

n a tio n s . And he co n stan tly  urged C atho lics to  guard a g a in s t 

d issen s io n s , and to  th in k  and a c t u n ited ly .

P lus XI (1922 ------) our re ig n in g  p o n t i f f .

H is to r ic a l s e t t in g —The Advance of Communism in  I t a ly  and In 

Europe.

I ta ly ; A fte r  the  "March on Rome11 (October 1922) , Benito  

M ussolini, w ith th e  au th o riz a tio n  of King V iator Emmanuel I I I ,  

proceeded to  s u b s t i tu te  a  D ic ta to rsh ip  fo r  a  Parliam entary  Govern­

ment. The c h ie f  fe a tu re  of th e  F a sc is t S ta te  Is  th e  e x a lta tio n  

o f th e  S ta te . M i l i t a r i s t i c  In form i t  g lo r i f i e s  war, p u ttin g  

" the  stamp o f n o b il i ty  on th e  people who have th e  courage to  meet 

i t . ” (M ussolini) Fascism has no use fo r  l ib e r ty ;  i t  means the  

T o ta l i ta r ia n  S ta te  w ith “nothing w ithout th e  S ta te ,  no th ing  ag a in st 

th e  S ta te ,  every th ing  fo r  th e  S ta te ."  Education and p re ss  a re  

su b jec t to  S ta te  c o n tro l. I t  to le r a te s  only one p o l i t i c a l  p arty  

and has no use fo r  equal c i t iz e n sh ip . T rade-unions, c a lle d  

Syndicates, have a  p lace In th e  government of th e  S ta te ,  and th e  

re p re sen ta tiv e  Assembly Is  composed of members chosen by these  

S yndicates, which them selves a re  dominated by th e  S ta te .

Having se ized  th e  r e in s  o f government, M ussolini suppressed 

a l l  opposing p a r t ie s  includ ing  s e c re t s o c ie t ie s ,  whose aim he
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recognized to  be the  subversion of peace and o rd e r. Among th e  

h a m fu l in fluences he condemned was Communism, which had alm ost 

gained a  fo o tin g  in  I ta ly .  M ussolini was wise enough to  know 

th a t ,  as I ta ly  i s  a  so lid ly  C atho lic  Country, I t  would be an 

advantage to  th e  S ta te  to  e s ta b lis h  peace w ith th e  C a th o lic  Church. 

Hence, he sought means to  so lve th e  "Roman Question11, which had 

vexed both I ta ly  and th e  Church f o r  more than s ix ty  years (1870).

In  1929, h is  s ig n a tu re  and th a t  o f C ard inal f a s p a r r l  were a ffix e d  

to  th e  ce leb ra ted  documents known as  the  "Lateran Treaty" and 

th e  "Concordat". Both were r a t i f i e d  by P lus XI and the King, and 

I ta ly  a t  l a s t  became a  u n ited  s t a t e ,  under cond itions recognized, 

by the  Sovereign P o n tif f .  At th e  same time I ta ly  rose from a  th i r d  

r a te  power to  a na tion  of th e  f i r s t  rank.

Communism In Europe: In  i t s  general s ig n if ic a n c e , communism

I s  th e  philosophy of a  so c ia l system in  which a l l  productive 

p roperty  i s  owned by th e  community In stead  of by in d iv id u a ls . 

Communistic anarchism would ab o lish  p o l i t i c a l  government along w ith 

p r iv a te  p ro p erty . Socialism  means c o lle c tiv e  ownership by th e  

S ta te  and the  management not o f a l l  p ro p erty , but only of th e  

m ateria l agencies o f p roduction , d is t r ib u t io n  and exchange. The 

form of communism condemned by the  Church gen era lly  becomes m lll-  

t a n t ly  a th e is t ic  as in  S ov ie t R ussia . Hot only i s  r e l ig io n  deprived 

o f S ta te  su p p o rt, but n e ith e r  l ib e r ty  nor r ig h t s  are  g ran ted  to  i t .  

S ov iet Russia would a n n ih ila te  re lig io n  and th e  teach ing  of 

re l ig io n  to  a group of c h ild re n  i s  made a  c a p i ta l  crime. Again,
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th e  S ta te  o f f i c i a l s  were wise enough to  r e a l iz e  th a t  th e  c lo sin g  

o f th e  churches would have been stubbornly r e s is te d  by f a i th f u l  

C atho lic  su b je c ts . Church p roperty  was se iz ed , but some churches 

were l e f t  open fo r  se rv ic e s .

Communistic governments claim  th e  r ig h t to  t r a in  th e  ch ild ren  

from t h e i r  ten d e re s t y ea rs . They a re  taught devotion to  th e  

in s t i tu t io n s  o f th e i r  coun try , and th e  teach ing  of atheism  i s  

compulsory in  th e  schoo ls . I t  i s  a  p a r t  o f th e  t r a d i t io n a l  Marxian 

creed  th a t  r e l ig io n  i s  incom patible w ith S ocialism . The S o v ie t 

government, th e re fo re , i s  q u ite  r ig h t  In  regard ing  th e  C atho lic  

Church as i t s  ch ie f  enemy, fo r  along w ith th e  r ig h t  to  p r iv a te  

p ro p erty , m arriage and th e  fam ily l i f e  have been aibollshed a s  f a r  as 

p o ss ib le . Such u n c h ris tia n  p r in c ip le s  w i l l  never be to le ra te d  by 

the Church.

While C a th o lics  must dread and oppose a th e i s t i c  communism as 

an enemy of th e  f a i t h ,  y e t they must not be deceived on occasions 

when communists a re  seeking good alm s, such as  the  opposition  to  

ty ra n n ic a l d ic ta to rs h ip , u n ju s t war and c u tt in g  of wages. ,C lass 

w arfare based upon v io lence  and h a tred  forms the  core of th e  

communistic government, and i t  has d isru p ted  R ussia and Mexico.

, At p re se n t, Spain i s  th e  v ic tim  o f i t s  ravages. Ve may s t i l l  count 

upon th e  power o f C h r is tia n ity  to  r e je c t  S o c ia l i s t ic  e r ro rs  a s  i t  

does e g o is t ic  p assio n s , although i t  champions t ru th s  preached by 

modern reform ers w ithout re ta in in g  th e i r  i l lu s io n s ,  and i t  adopts 

th e  id e a l of f r a te r n i ty  w ithout s a c r i f ic in g  l ib e r ty .
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C h ris tlan  M arriage: In  h is  E ncyclical "C ast! Connubil",

th e  Holy fa th e r  reminds men o f th e  d iv ine  I n s t i tu t io n  of m a tri­

mony, I t s  sacram ental d ig n ity , and i t s  perp e tu a l s t a b i l i t y .  He 

emphasizes " th a t  I t  I s  an Immutable and in v io lab le  fundamental 

d o c trin e  th a t  matrimony was not I n s t i tu te d  or re s to re d  by man b u t 

by Sod.11 This has been th e  constan t t r a d i t io n  of th e  U niversal 

Church, and was solemnly defined by th e  Council o f  T rent in  IM S, 

which declared  and e s ta b lish ed  "from th e  words o f Holy Writ i t ­

s e l f  th a t  Sod i s  th e  Author o f th e  perpetua l s t a b i l i t y  o f th e  

m arriage bond, i t s  u n ity  and i t s  f irm n ess .M (E n cy c lica l, ,fC astl 

Connubil)

In d is s o lu b il i ty : To prove th e  in d is s o lu b il i ty  and firm ness

o f  th e  m arriage bond, th e  Pope quotes from C h ris t Himself Who sa id : 

"What Sod hath  Joined to g e th e r l e t  no man put asu n d er." (Matthew, 

XIX, i )  and "Everyone th a t  p u tte th  away h i s  wife and m arrle th  

ano ther committeth a d u l t ry .11 (Luke, XVI, 18) And he re p e a ts  th e  

words of S a in t Augustine "In  th e  sacrament i t  i s  provided th a t  th e  

m arriage bond should not be broken, and th a t  a  husband or w ife , i f  

sep a ra ted , should not be jo ined  to  another even fo r  th e  sake of 

o ffsp rin g ."  And th e  Holy F ather emphasized th a t  th i s  s t a b i l i t y  

"does not depend on th e  w i l l  o f men nor on th a t  o f any merely human 

power, but on d iv ine law, of which th e  only guardian and in te rp re te r  

i s  the  Chubch of C h r is t .  However, not even th i s  power can ever 

a f fe c t  f o r  any cause whatsoever a  C h ris tia n  m arriage which i s  v a lid  

and has been consummated.n (E ncyclical on C h ris tia n  Marriage)
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The union between th e  co n trac tin g  p a r t ie s  sym bolises the 

union between C h ris t and the  Church, and, th e re fo re , those about 

to  marry “should show a  holy reverence towards i t , and zealously  

endeavour to  make th e i r  m arriage approach a s  nearly  a s  p o ssib le  to  

th e  archetype of C h ris t and th e  Church." (ib id )

Divorce: The advocates of th e  neo-paganism o f to-day  would

advance many and v aried  grounds fo r  d iv o rce , but th e  Church 

ab so lu te ly  fo rb id s  d ivorce as she always has done. Thus only may 

th e  co n trac tin g  p a r t ie s  be In sp ired  w ith a  sense of s a fe ty  and 

s e c u r ity . The s t a b i l i t y  o f th e  m arriage bond s tren g th en s  good­

w ill and co-operation  in  th e  d a lly  l i f e  o f husband and w ife. Both 

p a r t ie s  a re  enabled to  p reserve t h e i r  p u r ity  and lo y a l ty . The 

proper rea rin g  and th e  education o f ch ild ren  a re  p roperly  promoted, 

and many avenues o f d isco rd , r iv a lry  and Jealousy a re  c lo sed .

Mixed M arriages: Moreover, th e  Holy F ath er discourages

mixed m arriages, because where th e re  i s  danger of " d iv e rs i ty  of 

mind, t ru th  and fe e lin g , th e  bond of union of mind and h e a r t i s  

wont to  be broken o r  a t  le a s t  weakened." ( ib id )

C h ris tia n  Education: Quoting th e  words o f C h ris t Himself:

"S u ffer th e  l i t t l e  ch ild re n  to  come unto Me," (Mark I ,  14), P ius XI 

introduced one of h is  g re a te s t  E n cy clica ls  e n t i t le d  "C h ris tian  

Education of Youth". The C atho lic  Church has always taugh t th a t  

th e re  can be no tru e  education which i s  not wholly d ire c te d  to  

Man*s l a s t  end, and th a t  " in  the  p resen t o rder of Providence, s in c e  

dod has revealed Himself to  us in  th e  Person of His Only Begotten

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



- 7 1 -

Son, Who alone i s  'th e  way, the  t r u th  and the  l i f e ' ,  th e re  can 

be no id e a lly  p e rfec t education which i s  not C h ris tia n  ed u catio n ."  

(E n cy c lica l, "B iv ln l I111ns M agistrl") This e s ta b lish ed  th e  su­

preme importance of C h ris tian  education , not merely fo r  each 

in d iv id u a l, but fo r  fam ilie s  and fo r  th e  whole human so c ie ty , 

whose p e rfe c tio n  depends upon the p e rfec tio n  i f  th e  elem ents th a t  

compose i t .

The B ights of the  Church: Education belongs preem inently

to  the  Church by reason o f th e  express m ission and supreme a u th o r ity  

conferred  upon h e r by h e r  Divine Pounder; "A ll power I s  given to  

Me in  heaven and in  e a r th . Going th e re fo re , teach  ye a l l  n a tio n s ."  

(Matthew, XXVIII, 18-20) Therefore w ith a u th o rity  th e  Church pro­

motes l e t t e r s ,  sc ien ce , a r t ,  in  so f a r  as th ese  are  necessary  and 

h e lp fu l to  C h ris tian  education , in  ad d itio n  to  h er work fo r  th e  

sa lv a tio n  of so u ls . She founds and m aintains schools and i n s t i ­

tu t io n s  adapted to  every branch of lea rn in g  and degree of c u ltu re . 

Her m ission in  the  f ie ld  o f education  embraces every n a tio n  w ith­

out exception, and no power on ea rth  may law fu lly  oppose h e r  o r 

s tan d  in  h e r  way. '

S ta te  l i g h t s ; In  th e  fam ily th e  f a th e r 's  power i s  such th a t  

i t  cannot be destroyed o r  absorbed by th e  S ta te ;  fo r  i t  has th e  

same o r ig in  as human l i f e  I t s e l f .  The S ta te  enjoys th e  r ig h ts  

conferred  upon c i v i l  s o c i e t y  by th e  Author of n a tu re  H im self, not 

by th e  t i t l e  of fatherhood , but in  v i r tu e  o f i t s  a u th o r ity  to  p ro ­

mote the  common tem poral w elfa re , fo r  which i t  e x is t s .  This o b jec t
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w ill be a tta in e d  i f  the fa m ilie s  and in d iv id u al c i t iz e n s  have

th e  freedom to  ex erc ise  t h e i r  r ig h ts  in  peace and s e c u r i ty ,  and

d t  th e  same time enjoy the  s p i r i t u a l  and tem poral p ro sp e rity

p o ssib le  in  t h i s  l i f e .  A ccordingly, th e  function  of th e  c i v i l

a u th o r ity  re s id in g  in  th e  S ta te  i s  tw ofold: to  p ro te c t and to

f o s te r ,  but never to  absorb th e  fam ily and th e  in d iv id u a l, o r 

to  s u b s t i tu te  I t s e l f  fo r  them. In th e  m atter o f education , i t  

i s  th e  r ig h t ,  r a th e r  th e  du ty , o f th e  S ta te  to  p ro te c t in  i t s  

le g is la t io n ,  th e  p r io r  r ig h ts  of th e  fam ily a s  regards th e  

C h ris tian  education of i t s  o f fsp rin g , and consequently a ls o  to  

re sp e c t the su p ern a tu ra l r ig h ts  o f th e  Church in  t h i s  same realm  

of C h ris tia n  education .

The Popefs  la m in g : The Pope warns us ag a in s t c e r ta in

grave dangers.

(1) f a ls e  N aturalism  which may in  any way exclude o r weaken th e  

su p ern a tu ra l C h ris tia n  form ation in  the  teach ing  of youth.

(2) Exaggerated S ex -In s tru e t ion which th e  Church m aintains should 

be given by a  good fa th e r  and wise mother. She p re fe rs  to  s t r e s s  

modesty as  the  b est p rese rv a tiv e  o f  p u r ity  in  th e  young.

(3) Co-Education i s  not ob jec tio n ab le  in  ea rly  t ra in in g . But during  

th e  s tag e  of adolescence, th e  sexes should be tra in e d  se p a ra te ly .

The C reator Intended th e  sexes to  "complement each o th e r in  the  

fam ily and in  s o c ie ty , p re c ise ly  because o f th e i r  d if fe re n c e s , which 

th e re fo re  ought to  be m aintained and encouraged during  th e  years

o f  form ation, w ith th e  necessary d is t in c t io n  and corresponding
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sep a ra tio n  according; to  age and circum stances.8 (E n cy c lica l, 

"C h ris tian  Education8 )'

Achievements in  C h ris tia n  Education: The wisdom of th e

C hurch 's teach ing  stands out conspicuously in  th e  l iv e s  o f the  

numerous s a in t s ,  vhom the Church alone has produced, and in  shorn 

i s  p e rfe c tly  re a lis e d  the  purpose of C h ris tian  education . They 

have In every say ennobled and b en efited  human so c ie ty . The 

s a in ts  have ever been th e  g re a te s t  benefac to rs  o f so c ie ty , and 

among them are  found p e rfe c t models f o r  every c la s s  and p ro ­

fe s s io n , fo r  every s ta te  and con d itio n  of l i f e .  The worfc o f th e  

m iss io n a rie s , who carry  the gospel to  barbarous t r ib e s  along w ith 

th e  b e n e f its  o f c iv i l iz a t io n  and th e  l ig h t  o f f a i t h ,  o r th a t  of 

th e  founders o f s o c ia l ,  c h a r ita b le  and educational I n s t i tu t io n s  

cannot be measured.

The teach ings o f our Holy f a th e r  upon rtileh  I have bare ly  

touched 8i s  so t ru ly  a  p roperty  o f th e  Church a s  to  form h er very 

substance, s in ce  she I s  th e  I f r s t lc a l  Body of C h r is t ,  th e  Immacu­

la te  spouse o f C h r is t ,  and consequently a  most adm irable mother 

and an Incomparable and p e rfe c t te a c h e r .8 (E n cy c lica l, "D lv in l 

I l l i u s  M agistri")

C h ris tia n  S ocia l P r in c ip le s : To commemorate the  f o r t i e th

ann iversary  of th e  "Rerum. Novarum" of Leo X III , Pope P lus XI who 

wrote h is  E n cy clica l, Quadragesima Anno in  which he s ta te d  h is  

so c ia l  p r in c ip le s . He corroborated  a l l  th e  s ta tem en ts  of Pope Leo 

and then e laborated  th e  p o in ts  p e rta in in g  to  co n d itio n s  th a t  had
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changed In th e  in te rv a l .

(1) He condemned th e  enormous fo rtu n es  of th e  few, r e s u l t in g  in  

th e  oppressive poverty o f the  m ultitude of workingmen.

(2) He sought to  a v e r t th e  pending c la sh  between C ap ita l and 

Labour, end po in ted  out th a t  w hile th e  two c la s se s  must e x is t ,  

y e t s o c ia l  J u s tic e  fo rb id s  one c la s s  to  exclude th e  o th e r from a 

share  o f the  p r o f i t s .

(3) His wisdom d e tec ted  the  supreme o b stac le  to  peace and concord 

to  be a  general moral d e te r io ra t io n , and he urged a  re tu rn  to  

C h ris tia n  p r in c ip le s  in  s o c ia l  l i f e ,  p o in tin g  out th a t  th e  Deca­

logue, which was given t o  a l l  men, does not provide sp e c ia l laws 

fo r  business and another code fo r  p r iv a te  l i f e .

(4) The Holy F a th e r remarks th a t  the  immense number o f p ro p erty - 

le s s  w age-earners on th e  one hand and th e  superabundant r ic h e s  

o f  th e  fo rtu n a te  few on th e  o th e r i s  an unanswerable argument 

th a t  th e  wealth of th is  in d u s tr ia l  age i s  not r ig h t ly  d is t r ib u te d .

(5) The f re e  com petition o f a  h ea lthy  g u ild  system has been r e ­

placed by unbrid led  am bition fo r  dominance, so  th a t  l i f e  f o r  th e  

w age-eam er "has become h ard , c ru e l and r e le n t le s s  in  a  ghastly  

m easure."

(6) The Holy F ather probes deeper s t i l l  and a tta c k s  th e  economic 

N ationalism  and equally  f a t a l  and d e te s ta b le  f in a n c ia l  I n te r ­

nationalism  which seeks th e  g lo ry , w ealth and economic supremacy 

o f th e  n a tio n  a t  any c o s t ,  w ith no co nside ra tion  fo r  the  r ig h ts  

of o th er n a tio n s . The Holy f a th e r  condemns t h i s  e v i l  because th e
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Nation la  made an end in  i t s e l f ,  almost to  th e  ex ten t o f worship.

The e v il  i s  lead ing  to  th e  s p l i t t i n g  o f Christendom sln ee  every­

where c o n f lic t  a r i s e s  between N ationalism  and C atholicism . A 

powerful bureaucracy in  each s t a t e ,  a  r ig id  c e n tr a l i s a t io n ,  and 

eumpulsory S ta te  in s tru c tio n  a re  e v ils  developed along with 

N ationalism .

(7) The Holy la th e r  c a l l s  upon th e  world to  f a l l  back upon the  

p r in c ip le s  of r ig h t  reason , C h ris tia n  s o c ia l  philosophy and b ro th e rly  

love , which req u ire s  us to  love our neighbour fo r  th e  love o f Cod. 

Mere so c ia l reform s are u se le ss  u n less  the roo t o f th e  e v i ls  be 

remedied by b lo t t in g  out i l l -o rd e re d  am bition, lu s t  fo r  g a in , un­

b rid le d  passions and engrossing s e lf is h n e s s .  I t  i s  the  unquench­

ab le  t h i r s t  f o r  r ic h e s  and tem poral possessions th a t  impels men

to  break the laws of Sod and tram ple on the  r ig h ts  of t h e i r  neigh­

bour. The only remedy i s  a  re tu rn  to  th e  s te rn  moral law.

(8) As fo r  S ocialism , th e  io ly  F ather says; nI t  cannot be brought 

in to  harmony w ith  th e  dogmas of th e  C atho lic  Church, (because) i t  

conceives human so c ie ty  in  a  way u t te r ly  a l ie n  to  C h ris tia n  tru th .®  

(Quadrageslmo Anno, 38)

(9) Under p re sen t s o c ia l  c o n d itio n s , Pope P ius XI co n sid e rs  th a t  

th e  "Wage Contract® should be modified in  such a  way as to  give 

th e  wage-earner a  part-ow nershlp in  th e  business . In  th e  f i r s t  

p la c e , th e  wages paid  to  th e  workingman should be s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  

th e  support o f him self and h is  fam ily , while mothers- of fa m ilie s , 

who should devote th e i r  work to  th e  home, should not be engaged
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ou tsid e  th e  domestic w alls owing to  th e  In su ffic ien cy  of th e  

f a th e r 's  wages. The guiding s p i r i t  in  the  c ru c ia l dec is io n s  

between employer and th e  employed in  t h e i r  p lans and e f fo r ts  

to  overcome o b s tac le s  should be th a t  o f mutual understanding 

and C h ris tian  harmony. To lower o r r a is e  wages unduly w ith no 

considera tion  fo r  th e  common good i s  con trary  to  s o c ia l  ju s t ic e .

(10) A long p erio d  of unemployment i s  a  d read fu l scourge causing 

misery and tem ptation to  th e  lab o u re r, and i t  ru in s  the  pros­

p e r i ty  o f  n a tio n s , endangers p u b lic  o rd e r, peace and t r a n q u il i ty  

th e  world over. The S ta te  m anifests wisdom in  leav ing  i t  to  

sm aller groups to  s e t t l e  business o f minor Importance, while 

re ta in in g  fo r  i t s  own a u th o rity  m atters  o f g ra v ity  and of g re a te r  

in flu en ce . The Holy F ather u rges the  world to  seek remedies fo r  

th e  economic and so c ia l e v ils  now e x is tin g  in  th e  reform ation  of 

moral cond itions which a re  lead in g  to  the  ru in  o f co u n tless  

so u ls . Let C harity  u n ite  the h e a r ts  and minds of a  p eop le , and 

th e  s ta b i l i t y  o f th e i r  in s t i tu t io n s  w ill  be secured .

The Id ea l C atho lic  Action 

Our P o n tif f  P lus XI has in cessan tly  c a lle d  upon th e  C a th o lic  

l a i t y  zealously  to  forward th e  work of th e  c le rgy  in  th e i r  e ffo rts ; 

to  r e -e s ta b l is h  th e  Kingdom o f C h ris t on e a r th . He has named th i s  

" p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  the  l a i ty  in  th e  a p o s to la te  o f th e  C hurch 's 

H ierarchy" C atho lic  A ction. The a p o s to lic  Bark i s  not a  p leasu re  

b o a t, but more l ik e  a  man-of-war, of which a l l  th e  f a i th f u l  a re
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th e  crew. C h r is t ,  th e  C aptain , a ssig n s  to  each h is  s ta t io n  and . 

duty on th is  b o a t, th a t  i s  to  fe rry  us across  the  sea  of tim e.

Each must be w illin g  to  work h is  passage towards th e  shores of 

e te r n i ty ,  and whether h is  ta sk s  were performed In  th e  f u l l  

l ig h t  of the upper deck o r down In the  hidden recesses  o f the 

h o ld , h is  work w il l  be rewarded, according to  the  z e s t and low® 

w ith which he has performed i t .  Without the lo y a l support of 

the  C atho lic  l a i t y ,  th e  io ly  f a th e r  f e e ls  he would be unable to  

accomplish h is  g rea t ta sk  of re s to r in g  so c ia l o rder in  the  world.

Leo X III in  1891, c a lle d  fo r  cooperation when he wrote: 

"Every one must put h is  hand to  th e  work which f a l l s  to  h is  sh a re , 

and th a t  immediately, l e s t  the  e v il  whleh i s  a lready  so g re a t may 

by delay become ab so lu te ly  beyond remedy." (Rerum Novarum, 45) 

la d  th ese  words been heeded, perhaps the  outbreak of Bolshevism, 

th e  streng then ing  of Socialism  in  Europe, th e  Labour u p r is in g , 

and th e  t e r r ib l e  scourge of unemployment might have been av erted .

Under e c c le s ia s t ic a l  co n tro l and guidance, C atho lic  Action 

ex e rc ise s  i t s  Influence in  every phase of l i f e .  I t  alms a t  th e  

coord ination  of e f fo r ts  and concerted ac tio n  on th e  p a r t of a l l  

Catholic, s o c ie tie s  working towards th e  common end. In  i t  i s  

nothing new or com plicated, fo r  o f o ld  th e  f i r s t  C h ris tia n s  worked 

w ith th e i r  Bishops and p r ie s t s  to  win th e  pagan world fo r  C h r is t . 

S t .  Agnes, the  tender maiden, and S ain t T a re is iu s , th e  fe a r le s s  

youth, d ied fo r  p r in c ip le s  th a t  to-day  a re  th e  in sp ira tio n  of a l l  

C atho lic  A ction.
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Lay people to-day a re  b e t te r  educated in  every way than 

were th e  people o f a  century ago. A v a s t v a r ie ty  o f a c t i v i t i e s  

a re  clamouring fo r  th e  a t te n tio n  of th e  a l e r t  man or woman, a r t ,  

C harity , ph ilan th ropy , p o l i t i c s ,  education , s o c ia l reform s, the  

p re s s , rad io  b ro ad casts , the  in te r e s t s  of th e  C atholic.'Schools, 

C h ris tia n  m orality  and decency of d re ss , and th e  cinema. The 

layman f in d s  h is  way in to  f i e ld s  where clergymen cannot p e n e tra te .

That they may adequately  guide o th e rs , t h i s  phalanx of 

s o c ia l  workers must p repare  them selves w ith z e a l fo r  t h e i r  sublim e 

work. In  frequen t Holy Communion, they become fa m ilia r  w ith the  

s e c re t longings o f the  Divine M aster. Like the  B a p tis t ,  they 

too must be a  "burning and a  sh in ing  l ig h t"  (John 1 , 3 6 ), s in ce  

a l l  a re  to  announce C h ris t to  th e  world. But th e  lamp rece iv es  

o i l  from the  c a re fu l housew ife, burns i t  up, and changes i t  in to  

l ig h t ,  and th i s  in  i t s  tu rn  illu m in a te s  a l l  th a t  a re  in  th e  housei 

(Matthew V, 15) So each p a r t ic ip a to r  in  C atho lic  A ction , having 

received  the  o i l  o f C h ris tian  d o c tr in e , must change i t  in to  th e  

l ig h t  o f t r u th  and warmth of l i f e ,  to  give l ig h t  to  th e  sou ld  w ith 

whom he works. Indeed, th e  l i f e  o f th e  C h ris tian  A postle i s  w ell 

expressed by th e  meaningful words o f S ain t Thomas Aquinas: g iv ing

to  o th e rs  what you have seen; "As i t  i s  b e t te r  to  illu m in a te  than 

merely to  sh in e , so i t  i s  b e t te r  to  show to  o th e rs  what you have 

seen than merely to  see i t . "  There i s  nothing g re a te r  to  be 

accomplished than  the re s to ra tio n  of C h ris tia n is in g  in flu en c es  in  

fam ily l i f e .
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As i f  to  forewarn th e  G reat Shepherd of th e  flo ck  o f the 

numerous d i f f i c u l t i e s  which would confront hi®, C h ris t endowed 

i l s  Church w ith in d e f e c t ib i l i ty —not n e c e ssa rily  w ith peace. He 

sa id : nIn th e  world you s h a ll  have t r ib u la t io n ;  bu t be o f good 

cheer; I have overcome th e  world" (John XVI, 83, and XV, 20).

The Holy f a th e r  i s  encouraged to  continue h is  f ig h t  ag a in s t th e  

e v i l  one, when he contem plates th e  h o st o f th re e  hundred m illio n s  

o f C h ris tia n a  firm ly  lin k ed  to g e th e r  w ith th e  a id  o f  ths& r bishops 

and clergy  in to  an  in v in c ib le  army, marching ag a in s t th e  common 

fo e , and bearing  a lo f t  th e  f a i r  w hite banner w ith i t s  motto: “fa x

C hrist 1 in  regno C h ris t 1.'*
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