University of Windsor

Scholarship at UWindsor

Electronic Theses and Dissertations Theses, Dissertations, and Major Papers

1936

Catholic ideals in social life

Mildred Elizabeth Sullivan
University of Windsor

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/etd

Recommended Citation

Sullivan, Mildred Elizabeth, "Catholic ideals in social life" (1936). Electronic Theses and Dissertations.
5895.
https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/etd/5895

This online database contains the full-text of PhD dissertations and Masters’ theses of University of Windsor
students from 1954 forward. These documents are made available for personal study and research purposes only,
in accordance with the Canadian Copyright Act and the Creative Commons license—CC BY-NC-ND (Attribution,
Non-Commercial, No Derivative Works). Under this license, works must always be attributed to the copyright holder
(original author), cannot be used for any commercial purposes, and may not be altered. Any other use would
require the permission of the copyright holder. Students may inquire about withdrawing their dissertation and/or
thesis from this database. For additional inquiries, please contact the repository administrator via email
(scholarship@uwindsor.ca) or by telephone at 519-253-3000ext. 3208.


https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/
https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/etd
https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/theses-dissertations-major-papers
https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/etd?utm_source=scholar.uwindsor.ca%2Fetd%2F5895&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/etd/5895?utm_source=scholar.uwindsor.ca%2Fetd%2F5895&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarship@uwindsor.ca

CATHOLIC IDEALS IN SOCIAL LIFE

By

Sister Mary Henrietta
(Mildred Elizabeth Sullivan)

HoLYy NAMEs COLLEGE
WINDSOR, ONTARIO

Submitted to the University of Western Ontario
September, 1936

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



UMI Number: EC54072

INFORMATION TO USERS

The'quality of this reproduction'is dependent upon the quality of the copy -
submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations and
photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

K

UMI

UMI Microform EC54072
Copyright2009 by ProQuest LLC
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

ProQuest LLC
789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, Mi 48106-1346

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Man, in his individual life, seeks peace. No matter

.what his ideas mey be, he desires aigoodvcollective 1ife,

which may be secured only by peaceful politics, congenial
sb@ial relations, and materlial prosperity, founded on religlous
and ethical principles. But the conditions upon whieh the
happiness and welfare of mankind depend are violated by aposte~

sy from religlion, from Christlan mepals, and from chapity,
which is & repudiation of the doctrine established by Christ
and fostered by the auxilliaries of the Church of Christ.

“Peaca on earth to men of good will!" So sang the
angels 1n harmony wilth the message delivered to the world by
Christ, the Prince of Peace. And when He wes about to leave
His Apostles, who were destined to carry His message to others,
He sald: "Peace I loéxe you, My peace I glve unto youl!"™ And
His words of parting have re-echoed in the hearts of men down
through the centurles. The desire for peace 1s inherent in
every human belng irrespectlive of race, colour, creed, or state

. of civilization. '"Whoever deasires anything desires peace” 1s
a truth whieh underlies all human activities and aspirations,
says Saint Thomas of Aquin, the great doctor of medieval the-
ology and phllosophy. But true peacs for the 1ndiv1dual,
family, or State will be found only where human conduct and

aspirations are in unison with the laws of God, aind where men
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sre seeking abowe all "the Kingdom of God and His justice."
When Pius XI ascended the papal throne in 1922, the after-
- math of the World War engulfed the world, and from that hour to
this he has sought with ardour and assidully to establish the
universal peace which Christ bequeathed to His followers. In
his first Encyclical Letter, he set forth his watchword and
mottod "Pax Christi in regno Christi,” which is the epltome
of Catholic Ideals. Neverkhas he ceased in hls efforts to
promote the reign of Christ and 1ts peace, wlthout whleh the
longings of the human heart cannct be adequately satlated. The
Holy Father warned ruleré that Christ has been exe¢luded from
the arena of publiec affalrs, with the result that men conslder
authority to be derived, not from &God but from men, so that its
foundations totter. Of special significance, then, was the in-

stitution by Plug XI of a feast to honour the Kingship of Chrilst.

The Historieal Baeckground
Establishing Christlan Peace: The Apostles contimued the
teaching of the Master's doctrine of brotherly love. The sick
and poor were cared for in the homes of the early Chrilstians
who shared with them what they possessed. The Epistles relate
the teaechings and works of the Apostles and dilsclples of Christ.
With the dispersion of the Jews throughout the vast Roman Empire, .

the Christlans were seastiered far and wilde. &4 common language
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in the empire facllitated intercourse and asslsted the spread
of Chrilstlanity, but frequsnt persheutions linmited the member-
ghip of the infant Chureh, for only those with a firm conviction
of Christian truths would risk their lives in support of thsir
bellef. The high tenor of thelr lifes, exhibiting earnestness,
zeal, and high moral character, brought these Christlans into
important civil 'positicns, thus broadening tﬁeir field of
soclal and e¢ivil influence. The haughty Romans unconsc¢lously
immortalized early Chrilstian charity in thelr recorded comment:
"See how these Christisns love one another." When Constantine
made Christisnity the State nengioﬁ, it spread rapidly.

As the number of converts’from paganlism increased, the

: Church amassed great riches. Many pagan temples became Christien

churches. But Saint Jerohe laments that as wealth inereased,
too often the virtue of the members diminished. The management
of Church discipline fell to bishops, who acknowledged the
Bishop of Rome Head of the Church and successor of Saint Peter.
The early Christlsn emperors retalned certaln powers over ec~
élesiastiaal affairs untll the fifth century, but Chriatian
cbedience inspired submission and fostered discipline under
most tryling circumstances.

The effort to reconcile deep-rooted pagen principles with
Christian doctrine often led to heresy; nevertheless the early
Pathers of the Church in combeting these deviations from the

teachings of Christ consolidated the pristine doctrine into
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formal dogma and liturgy retalined to the present day.

Justinisn: Por flve centurles, the Fapacy was subordl-
nsted to the Emperor of Rome, but the crumbling of the Empire
fevoured the growing authority of the Fope In soclial as well as
religious matters. The Bmperor, Justinian the Great (A.D. 527-
565) fostered the building of imstitutions of charity of every
kind and thousands of Chriatian men and women gratultously
lahouréd in the interests of ‘the aged, the cripglad,. the blh;d,
the helpless, the orphans, and the poor.

Christianity and Slavery: Slavery was the curse of
Roman soclety and did more than the barbarians to ruin Italy.
As soon as the Church was free, she concerned herself with the
slaves in the Roman villas. Many were converted to Ghriatiénity
along with their masters. All caste differences were suppressed.
Slaves might be priests or bishops or even become Pope of Rome.
Herein 1lies "the true source of all modern demoecracy.! (Shahan,
#The Middle Ages", p. 152) Yet servants and masters lesrned
their respective duties ss formulated by Saint Peul. The
teaching and practice of the Church reastored labour to its
rightful place of honour in the minds of men. The Christian
emperors mede laws for the protection of slaves, llberated
through the instrumentality of the Church. Slaves became serfs
and were attached to the soll. @Gradually the principle of
"equaliﬁy before the deity" was applied, until slavei'y slowly

gave way under the benign sction of the Church.
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Ghristianizing the Laws: Justinlen also undertock to

abolish gambling, blesphemy, perjury, and the grester social
crimes. He recast the lawas of Rome and msde them serviceable
for all time. The rights of the moral code were lncorporated
into the legal code so that religlon wes no longer separate {rom
conduct. The immortal Dante praises him as a "living Iustice“;
who upheld the standard of ordgr and equlty, and thereby:

“plased the world in so great pesce
That unto Janus was his temple closed.”

(Shahan, "The Middle Ages", p. 104)‘\Every§hare the poor end the
lowly and the humble were cherished By the Church in the name of
that great Friend of all "who labour and are heavy burdened”
--Whose tender yet puilssant ery: "I have pity on the multitude”
--5t1ll resounds adown the ages.

Monasticlam: By the early inrcads of the barbarians,
Roman industry was extinguished and commerce paralyzed. The
fertile lands of Italy and France were left uncultivated, and
forests abiitarated the villss and palaces of 01d Rome. Then
arose another mighty force of the Catholic Chureh, the mgnks of
Saint Benedict. Their rule was adﬁirahly suited to the soclal
requirements of the day. It prescribed equally the labour of
the field snd the labour of the brain, and so during the sixth
and seventh century, all Burope benefited by the toll of the
Benedlctine monks. Their settlements were invarisbly made in

dessrt or waste places. They cleared the forests, raised crops,
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bullt ditches, bridged streams, lald necessary roads; by drsining
and irrigation, they increesed the area of arable land; they
bulilt vallé, fences, and granges on every estatae that they had‘
created out of nothing.

From these monks, who counted 1in their ranks the beat edu-
cated and best born men of the time, the barbarian peasants
learned the traditions of old Roman sgriculture. The e¢leared
lands were leased permenently at & nominal rent to the peasants,
whose children were kept busy in the kitchen and barns of the
monastery.

The monasterles became centers of consumption and distri-
butlon. Cloth was required for the hablis; grapes fbr the altar;
silver and gold, ivory and wood, embroiderles and tapestries-wefe
constantly in demand to supply the needs of new church furniture.

" Thus was planted the seed of our economic system, in which thefe
should be "an ownershlp not limlted to a few nor absorbed by &
communistic State, but personal to the workers themselves. The
attalnment of it should depend upon Justlce, thrift and ability,
aided and gusrded by Christian laws." (Husslein, "Democratic
Industry", p. 46) Thus, too, was pressrved the learning of an
anclent world for a new civilizatlon in which labour was human-
ized, sanctifled, and dignified.

About the monssterles, become centres of industry, grew up

the towns and citles of Burope. These same self-gaeriflcing monks

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



saved all the soclal arts and professions which they had laborl-.
ocusly gathered from the wreck of @raeco-Roman 1ife or created anew
amid the turbulence snd lawlessness of barbarism. The monastery
infirmary 1s father of the modern apothecary shop. Every monas-
‘tery becsme the home of the educational virtusd of economy,
order, regularity, divislan of lebour, and foresight, together
with the useful virtues like patiancé, humility, submlssion, and
charity. The priest was friend of the people, and earned their
gratitude "py an anonymous devotion durlng the thousand years
‘that covered the infancy of our modern States." (Shshan, "The
Middle Ages", p. 159) |
Authority: 4s the Church nursed the common weal of the

developing natlons, so @also was she creating the "Christian Law
of Nations", the forerunner of our present Internstional Law.
The common law of the gospel and generai cugtoms of Christian
life and experience constituted the basis of legal procedures.
Gradually there grew up an unwritten code that governed the
civillzed lorld; the life-giving centre of which was the Prince
of Peace, soliciting menkind to follow Him. The Church called
men to obey not a human wlll but the divine will of thiat,
whose messages were heralded throughout Burope by bishdps and

- missionaries. Rulers of every nation quailed before the spirit-
ual arrows of these holy men--the unholy relinquished the es-
tates they had robbed; the orphans' rights were vindicated, and

the widows' portion restituted. Monogamous merrisge wes defended,
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and life wes declared sacred. Canon Lew, which comprises the L
rules and regulations establlished by the autherlty of the Church,
took form, and the Church's spirit of peace penetrated every
sphere of 1ife. The gbedlence demanded was hard and humiliating
but 1t cleansed and comforted the soul and made men Godlike.
| Such an authority, which was able to withstand the sslrish

turbulent tendencies of the first Christlen emperors, and the
whims and vagaries of the newly Christlanized barbarians, is
capable of coping with any clvll authority. Thus Medleval
authority learned from the Ghurch the nature, scope, and'splrit
of authority. "It learned how to temper severity with mildness;
how to regtraih the ardour of Justice by equity and prudence;
how to insist on the written evidence and to preserve the
records; how to surround justice with due solemnity.® (Shehan,
"The Middle Ages", p. 169) -

Men were tsught to lock on public life from & moral polint
of view, as a trust to be used with consclence. Public life in
tha Middle Ages was dominated by "the sense of pefaonality and
the sense of responsibility”. The end of human society then
seemed to be not the securing of Eomforts, and the lncreasing
and hoarding of vorldiy fortune, but a méans to enable men to
know, love, and serve the Master here on earth and belhapﬁy
with Him hereafter.

In savling the Roman Lgm from destruetion by the barbarian

conqﬁarcrs,af Roﬁe, the Chureh saved for future soeietykths
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spirit and the principles of social authority in the State.  ‘
"The homely republican vlftues of 0ld Rome, the humane and dis-
eriminating soul of Greek ghiloaophy, the tradition of a gclden
age'of equality and simplicity, & religlous respect for distribu-
tive justice, & great sénsé‘af the utility and loveliness of
peace and harmony,--2ll these are so many visible traits of the
Romen law that prender it applicable In all times to all man-
kind." (Shﬁhan, "The Middle Ages", p. 190)

Prom the seml-sevages developed polite industrious nations;
froﬁ ignorant brutal warriors were formed Christian Knights and
soldlers; from the enemies of the flne arts were fashloned : :
cunning artificers and craftamen; out of the scum of humanity
bééten down by the Romen sword grew gentlemen like Bayard and
ladies like Blanche of Castile.

The great amalgamation of natlons subservient to & common
understandiﬁg‘of the principles of 1life, under one directing
head at Rome, was mede possible only by the supreme influence
of religion. And this organized worship of God lies at the
basis of all Europesn civilization. The Christian peoplé be-
came "bound together by tles holler and deeper than race, or
tongue,or nationality, dr humen culture could create--a sense
of mutual respansibiiity, a publlec consclence, and a publile
will.® (Shehan, "The Middle Ages", p. 210) |

The great modern vernaculars were then formed from the

rustic language of soldlers énd peasants through the sollecitude
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of the Church, whose pollicy has ever been to respect the natural
and traditlional 1n every people to whom she carries the gospel.
¥say of the natlonal epica were made and preserved in the monas-
terles.

The institution of chivalry with 1its mystic 1dealization

.of woman; the ever lncreasing anthdrity and influence of woman
herself; tﬁs honour of saintly chapacter; ihe function of the
pilgrim, the menk, the papal envoy, as dlsseminators of general
views and principles; the puhlicatian of'great papal documents
with thelir lengthy arguments; the multlitude of friars drawing
their ofrice and authority from a central source and upholding
its prestige at every village cross; the genuine influence of
the great festivals; renunciation of high office and worldly
comforts; the frequent reformation of manners--all these and
other agencles were everywhene.&nd at once at work, and helped
to glve the medieval 1life that intense charm of motion, color
and variety" that merits the admiration of men in all ages.
(Shahan, "The Middle Ages”,‘p. 219)

Feudalism: Whlle the Church was establishing the spirlt-
ual kingdom of Christ in the known world, feudalism wes gradually
developing from the tranaformation of the slave into the.serf. |
Land~holding was‘the foundation on which all social life depended,
since all men were in some way attached to the land. The wealthy
land—auners controlled great eatates dn which they retained a

'1arse'number of serfs. The overlord protected the serfs, who
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pald him rent not in money, but 1n service as he required:
military, In time of war; agricultural, in time of pesce. The
medieval manor was self-gupporting, and a well-conducted estate
was characterized by peaceful industry. Each femily produced
independently the necessary clothing, food and shelter raquired.
As the serf was In reality a small partner in the conecern and
shared 1lts profits, he was thus encouraged to do his best work.
And in those days the nobleman and psasant met on & common
fboting in the village church.

Peace Gullds: At an early date, the freemen banded to-
gether, forming an assoclation called the Peace Guild, the
objeet of whiéh was to malntaln publlc peace; to preserve the
life, honour and property of individuals; to secure justice when

feuds arose. Rellglous charity snd brotherhood were dominant
principles in the gulld statutes. Honesty was guarded iu’a
speclal way, and stealing was severely punished by the gulld
court. The poor and afflleted recelved spa¢1a1 congideration,
and pllgrims were given‘assistance in gcgcmplishing the fulfil-
ment of plous vows. Everywhere the same fereésrtnre at work and
all guilds promoted the Christisn ldeal of brotherhood, religien,
mutual helpfulness and soeial fellowshlp among equals. Thus,
when not engaged in work for their overlerd, the craftamen were
free to practise thelr various trades. Greater fresedom gradu-
ally deﬁelaped, untll a men was permitied to substitute the pay-~

ment of a tax for hils rent in place of personal service, whence
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serfdom 1tsélf pessed out of exlstence.

Merchant @uilds: In the earliest labour guild, called the
merchant gulld, each eraftsman was 1llkewlse a merchant. He manu-
factured his wares and personally sold them in his own shep, in
the market, or at the falr. He purchased the raw material of his
trade, and thus a system of tr&de.dawalﬂped. The merchant gﬁild
was & protection ageinst the feudal lord, and special charters
shielded the guildsmen from unlicensed competition of non-members
and forelgners. Unlike trading monopolies of our day, which
concentrate trade in the hands of a few, these gullds sought te
unite all ellgible merchants and craftemen of the town. In fact,
the town developed and prospered along with the gulld.

Another object of the gulld was foaa@t a fair price on

v goods that would satisfy consumer end tradesmen allke. Heavy
fines were imposed for cheating, and for poor work; moreover,
no individual or group could monopolize any product. Genilus
conslisted not in scecumulating fortune but in producing the
most perfect article for the consumer. The soclal justige of

~the Middle Ages locked upon unfailr competition as despleable,
every man being given a falr chance in his own rank of soclety.
Besldes affectlipg trade and commerce, the gullds exercised
several lmportant civie funetions. The supervision of sanitary
conditions, the care of lepers, defence of the town, asslatance
in time of flood, shipwreek, fire, robbery, and temporary pecunl-

ary difficulties were among the obligations imposed on the
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merchant gulld of a.to‘n; The gulld tressury always retalned .
sufficient money to pbovide‘for old age, impoverished brethreh,
and all cases of emergency. The fundamental ldeal of the gulld
was to help one another whenever and however asslstance might
be required. In the minds of these simple gulldsmen, religlon
was not merely the humanit&rlanlﬁm of the Christian Soclalist.
It léplisd compliance with faith, dogma, and external worship,
as well as tender soliclitude for tﬁe temporal needs of the
neighbour. "The science of phllanthﬁapy was never agalin to
reach the development it attained in the Middle Ages, but it
was insplired by religlon and therefore became eharlty because
done in the name of Christ." (Husslein, "Demecratlc Industry",
p. 141) Meny a soclal evil was sclientifically averted by =

. Christian love. Entrusted with all that concerned the soclal
improvement of the town, the merchant gulldjlcglslated with
the'aim of placing social interests above class or individusl
interests. Thié, indeed, 1s the supreme ideal to be attalned in
all sociai’organization and legislatlon.

Arts and Crafts: No modern soclal movement arouses the
interest of men more than that of the arts and crafts. It tends
ta 1ift thé.working man up above the mere machine he might be-
come through monotenous occupation at hls trade. It requires a
workmsn "to use his intellect in the designing, his taste in the

* ~ arrangement, and his artlisan sklll for the execution of beautiful

things." (Walsh, "The Thirteenth, The Greatest of Centuries",
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p. 124) The movement will do more to solve the problem of
soclal unrest than soclal agltation which too often raises hopes
that are destined to be unreallzed to the greater disappointment
of the labouring man. But.a»solution could be found in giving
men such an interest in thelr 11fe'w9rk, that thelr chiefl
plessure would be found in thelr ocecupation, té which they would
dally return anxious to accomplisﬁ,whax fatigue and time forced
them to leave unfinished on the previous day.

-Thé men who worked on the Cathedrals of the thirteenth
century could direct the artlisans of to-day to the happlness
they seek. Every man whevwarked around a cathedral had the oppor-
tunity oflgiwing expression to the best that was in him. "Every
portion of the Cathedral was to be made as besutiful as the mind
of man could concelve, his taste could plan and his hands could
achleve." (Walsh, "The Thirteenth, The Greatest of Centuries",
p. 125) Thus the carpenter expressed himself in the woodwork,
and the blacksmith demnnstﬁatéd his sklll in the hinges and latch
for the door. Bach man was in reality a designer and an executor
of the work assigned to him. The sesnse of competitlon must have
stirred those men to the depths of their souls, yet they were
not Iinspired by a heartless rivalry that crushes when 1t succeeds,
but they wera'inflame& with a deslre to do the best possible with-
out belittling the efforts of others. Those men turned with confi-
dence to God for Whose glory théy laboured; and‘they found a Joy

and sétisfaetion»in thinking of the reputation of their natlve
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town and fellow-townamen. To forward art and erchitecture,
technical schools developed around the cathedrals.
Education: 1In the Middle Ages, the peasant was glwen little -
or no book-learning. Medleval education was 1n the hands of the
ecclesliastlies, and the schools were originally founded for those
who intended to devote thelir lives to the Church interests. By
the end of the twelfth century, professors formed a gulld to
which was given the name "university". Great centres of learning
flourished everywhere, and were génerally connected with cathedrals,
monasterlea and gullds. Both students and masters were subject to
guild authority. These early Catholic Universities were in the
strictest sense popular and democratic institutions. In all edu-
cationel matters, there was universal confidence 1n the judgment
and justlce of the Papacy from the ninth,céntury to the time of
the counter-reformation in the slxteenth.
To asslst the éoor in obtalning the beneflts of learning,
the Church (in the Third Lateran Council A.b. 1179) prescribed
that a benefice be asslgned 1n every cathedral chureh to a school-
master, who would teach thg poor clerles and scholars free of
charge. Thus began the System of free public schools. '"The de-
moeracy of learning as of lndustry was the natural result of the
genulnely democratic spirit of the Catholie Church which has never
changed since the Galllean [lsherman was made the Rock on>wh1ch
Christ constructed 1it." (Husslein, "Democratic Inﬁnstry”, p. 245)

Edueation, in the 13th century, dld not consist eaaantially
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of teaching everybody to read and write, but 1t was a tralining

of the faculties so that the iIndividual might express what wes
best in him. Yet the age produced a Dante, the most universal

of poets, whose "Divina Commedla" 1s more than a magnificent
poem, or the opening of & natlonal literature, 1t 1s one of those
rare and solemn monuments of the mind's power which measure and
attest to what 1t ean attéin.

Literature: Latin was universally known and lLatin hymns
exerted an uplifting and cultural influence on the masses. These
hymns are among the greatest poems éver written. They were the
expresslon of the religlous sentiments that arise in the soul
under varying clrcumstances--joy, sorrow, fervour and ecstasy.

The Dles Irse 1s regerded by modern Latln scholars to be a triumph
of Latin literature. The famous Stabat Mater of Jacapone ds Todi
haé been considered by some eritlcs &s quite as beautiful as the
Diga Irae in poetic expression, though below it as poetry because
of the lesser sublimity of lts subject. Even distingulshed pro-
fessors of phllosophy and theology ocecaslionally indulged themselves
in the privilege of writing Lsetin hymns and, what 1s more sur-
prising, succeeded In making poetry of & very high afder. Among
ﬁhese are St. Boneventure, the Franciscan, and St. Thomas of
Aquin, the Dominican. St. Bonaventure's hymns on the Passion and -
Cross of Christ represent what has been most beasutifully sung on
these subjects in all the ages. St. Thomas' paetic work centers

around the Blesssed Sacrament in whose honour he ®as so ardent and
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80 devoted that the compesition of the offlice for'ita fegsﬁ was
confided to him by the Pope. Doctor}.l’ames J. Halsh pays tributs
to the genius of St. Thomes of Aquin in the following words:

1t has indeed been considered almost mirsculous, that
this profoundest of thinkers should have been able to attaln
within the bounds of rhyme and rhythm, the accurate expression
of some of the most lntricate theological thoughts that have ever
been expressed, and yet should have accomplished his purpose with
a clarity of language, e simplicity and directness of words, a
poetic sympathy of feellng, and an utter devotlon, that mske his
hymns great literature in the best sense of the word."

Musie: The msic of the century is as great a triumph as
any other feature of its acecomplishment. The generatlon that
produced cathedrals gave to the world that most suitable musiecsl

form for congregational singing, the Gregorian chant, which
reached the acme of its development In the thirteenth century.
And the Catholic Church, after having tried modern music, is re-
turning to thls medieval muslecal mode for devotlonal expression.
The Church music gave birth to the popular music of the time with
its "glee songs" and "folk musie", and inspired troubadour poets
who chanted the legends to peasants deprived of books.

Prose: The vast wealth of prose literature Ilncludes the
philosophlc and theologle proaé of Saint Thomas Aquines, Vincent
of Beauvais, the encyclopedist, and John Duns Scotus; the numerous

chronicles and blographies; the storles of travel and exploratlonm,
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and literary and scientific works of all description. The energy
and culture of thevperiod must have been exceptional, since thls
great store of literary groduet;ons‘uas left to future generations
one hundred and {ifty years before printing uasvinvented.‘

: stery Plays: Nor did the Church forget to provide a
source of amusement, & form of drams, that has been popular in
all ages. The mystery plays were systematically orgenized to
celebrate religlous festivels in an appropriaste manner. As né
printing press existed, and books could not easily be obtalned
by thé masses, these plays provided an enjoyable means of edu-
catling the people. About the biblical narratlives was loveﬁ 8
thread of humour that emhanced the interest. All the town people
were engaged In the necessary preparation for the produection of
the plays. <This provided a diversion from the routing.of their
regular lives. The elevated thoughts 1n§p1rsd must have prevented
much debasing dissipation among the poorer classes.

The Bookmen: Medleval books had to be made by hand, the
perchment used, binding, cutting of sheets, copylng of seript,.
were all hand work. It was part of the 1life in every monastery
to meke books, and for several hours dally the monks laboured in
the seriptorlum, where manuscripts weré carefully 00pisd, lLater,
gcribes were found wherever edueatioﬁ was carried on. The number
of bodks was not large, but they were works of ert in every
particular. Closely allled to the work of the scribe was that of

the illuminator. The illuminated menuscripts of the thirteenth
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- eentury are amongst the most beautiful examples of medieval art

in existence. Men appreciated the books for thelr value and
beauty. |

Libreries: The Libraries were connected with a monastery
or university. Reading and study was an important part of 2 monk's
1ife. 7The books were kept in great cupboards in the eloister, but
as the number lncreesed, special rooms were set apart where they
were stored. After the fourteenth century, the universitles used
separate bulldings as librarles.

Kings and prlnées began collecting books and thus was laid
the foundation of the great librarles of Europe. The professors
at Sorbonne bequeathed to the llbrary whatever books they col-
lected, s0 in time 1t beceme the best library in Europe. Manu-
scripts were borrowed from other libraries and were eopled by the
scribes, ér\duylieate\ceglas were made and exehanzed,to'avoid the
risk entalled in the Journey from place to plece. In 1212, the
diccesan council of Paris advised religious to lend books, and the
practice increased and promoted the spresd of iearning. From the
earliest times, books on medieine were collected at the Hotel
Dieu, the great hospital of Paris. It possessed the first hospl-
tal library. |

Citx‘ﬂosgitals: "§hile the thirteenth century :as.engagedl
in solving the problems of the higher educatlion and of technlcal
education for the masses, and was occupied with the questions of

the rights of man and the development of law and liberty, other
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and more direetly social and humanitarian works were not neg-
lected.“‘ (Walsh, "The Thirteenth, The Greatest of Centurles",
p. 337)

Christlan charity led people to open their hdnss.tc care
for the slck stranger with a8 sense of human duty more binding
than 1in the modern world, and with a sollicitude not understood
in our colder age. But as numbers of sick and injured increased
thelr care became a problem of deep importénce, and a movement
began which hes proved to be of far-reaching practical benevo-
lence. Pope Innocent III (1204) established the mother city
hospital at Rome. Bishops of many centres in the Christianized
ecﬁntrias were inspired by the influence and enthusiasm of the
pope, who had humbled emperors and deposed king;, and yet could
turn an eye of sympathy towards the poor and sick, and seek the
helplesa and neglected on the streets, and save forssken children
from death in the uater#.

At the same tlime, Leproserles were arected where lepers
might precelve adequate and sanitary attention, and be 1soclated
to prevent the spread of the disease. As a result of this segre-
gation, leprosy dissppeared lithin the next three centuriles.
Lessons 1n sanitatlon and proyhylaxis, glven to the world in the
thirteenth century, are only now bearing ffuit, because durlng
the Ilntervening centuries lack of knowledge led to ignorance of
thelir lmportance and aGVantége.

The same pontiff and his successors encoursged the foundatlon
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of religlous congregatlons, which would be devoted to the care 
of the slck and the ransoming'of captives taken by the Saracens.
The sélf-aacrificing spirit of these religlous was squalled by
their zeal In arousing an interest in poor captives. It was in
-this perlod that the religicus hablits worn by women orlglnated.
The covering of the head was Introduced to prevent spresd of
disease. 4nd strangely enough the custom has been adopted for

nurses and doctors in the operating rooms of our modern hospitals.

Soclal Life Prior to the Reformation

From & study of the records, wills, and homilles of the
period, valuable Information regarding soclal relstions may be
gleaned. A lively faith influenced every detall of 1life and
bound together the soclal and supernatural interests of men;
Hills, indicating that the home and estate passed from gener=
atlons from father to son, bear witness to the strength of the
family spirit, so weakened in present society. Charitable insti-
tutlons and the chureh were endowed by the wealthy, becsuse soclal
actlvities gathered about these institutions. Rellglous orders
cared for the slck, poor, and affllcted; condueted inns for
travelers; and-performed the servlces now delagﬁxedAto Red Cross
Workers. They were but trustees of the accumulated wealth of
others, and as indlviduals they en]oyed no luxury.

Travel and eommunication were often essential to the spirit-

ual needs of the community; therefore, to encourage the faithful
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to construct and~repalp roads and bridgea, and to bulld hospitals
and churches, the churech considered contributions for this pﬁr-
pose to be a Torm of alhs beﬁaflting the soul of the donor. Seilnt
‘Thomas Aquinas, who has expounded the teaching of the Church re-
garding social 1life, proved that "Almsgiving 1is é precept,’ since
the precept of brotherly love implies "well-doing" to the neighbor
when he 1s in need. And Saint Paul says: "Bear ye one another's
burdens." (Gal. VI, 2)

"In Piers Plowman" (1398), William Langland vividly pictured

the soclal conditlons of the age. While he recognlzed the’evils,
he never lost faith in God nor résgect for religion. The Black
Death that devastated Europe, reaulted in universal suffering and
poverty. Although the "Plowman" criticizes officlals, legal and
eccleslastlic, who abused of their rights of position, yet he in-
sists on the soclal dutiles, and regards that rellglon vain which
is not manifested in good works. Like Ermsmus end Saint Thomas
More, Langland had visions of loftier things, and bewalled the
abuses he beheld around him. As H. S.'Spalding remarks In hils book,
-"Chapters,in Social History", p. 226: "Such & story could have
been written only fdr & people whose religion was intimately bound
up with their civie, sbcial, énd workaday 11vqs,”

¥onopolles and Usury: Unfortunately, as the gullds were

being penféatsd, there gradually arose a class of merchants who un-
serupulously seized a monopoly on certain goods of exchange, whilch

they bought and sold to thelr own advantage.ﬁ At the same time, a
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splrit of greed and graving for wealth developed, and the ex-
tremes of wealth and poverty became séparated by a lasting
barrier. The poor weres dﬁsgised;and downtrodden while the rich
galned in power and arrogance. Trade and commerce came to be
congldered as disgraceful and dlshonest buslnesa owlng to abuses
kintroduced.by wealthy treders. Moreover, the international

trade resulting from the‘Crusades, involved exchanging and loaning
of money. Money~-changers soon established the soclal disorder of
usury. "Woe to the day when the reins fell into hands of wealth,
and gold began to beget ever more and more g£old!" wrote . '
Wimpheling. A bitter feeling for the usurious Jews seized the
high and the low, and they were banished frém many citles, the
innocent suffering wlth the gullty. The Popes of the age in turn
sought to restrain the rage of Christlan rulers against the Jewish
populace. To replace the usurlous system with a‘jus; method of
lending and borrowing monsy, banks were established, énd the Church
favoured and entouraged the movement.

The Mendicant Friars: The teaching of the Church regerding

money questlons would have been ineffectlve yithcut the power of
example. As the monks of Saint Benedict taught the wandering
nstions of Eﬁrﬁpe the Christian ideal of lsbour, so when the
Christlan nations became wedded to wealth and luxury, it was Saint
Franclis of Assisi (1181-1226) who won the hearts of the people
from the greed and pleasure of the world. His spirit 1ls entlrely

opposed to the sordld principles that are the baslis of success in
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modern life. He belleved that happlness conslists in complatev
freedom from unsetisfied desires. To him duty laa,selfhdenial,‘
not self-seeking under sny pretext. Hls supreme ldeal was

1iving the gospel. The Christian peoples of the thirteenth
century, indeed, believed the gospel; but the majority falled
'to~understand and to praectise it, and the chasm between theoretical
and practical faith became wldef and wider in all ranke of saciety;
Saint Fﬁaneia, who forgot himself to think of others, is as far as
possible from the individualism prevalent to-day. Metthew Arnold
sald of his work: "e transformed monachism by uprooting the
stationary mohk, delivering him from the bondege of property,

and sending him as & mendlecant friar, td be a stranger in the
most érowdsd-haunts,of men, to console them and to do them good.
Peverty and suffering &are the conditlon of the multitude, the
Immense majority of menklnd; and it was towards this people that
his soul yearned." (Walsh, "The Thirteenth, The Greatest of
Centuries™, p. 256) He stripped himself literally of everything
and 1lived a 1ife of poverty in imitation of Christ. He urged
his followers to preach by their example, and thus lead men back
to the simplicity and the purity of the ideals set forth in the
gospel. Professor Wm. James of Harvard wrote: "The prevalent
fear of poverty among the educated classes 1s the worst moral
'disease from.wh1ch our civilization suffers." (Felder, "Ideals
of St. Francis", p. vil) Men of ideals are ususlly men of working

ideas. Roger Bacon, the selentist, Duns Scotus, the phil@aephér,
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and Bonaménture called Saint Francis "Father", and Dante, Volta,
Galvanl and Ampere were members of hils Third Order founded for
seculars. Rellgious women following hils example belong to the
order he founded with Saint Claire as the foundress. |

About the same time In the west, Salnt Daminic fouﬁded an
arder of mendicant friars, who also championed strict poverty,
but among the Dominicans learning was to replace the simplicity
which Saint Francls deslred for his sons. The monssterles of
these two great drders attracted gentle éplrits, and have In all
ages been homes of learning and of plety, where unselfish men
learn to think less of themselvés and more of their labour.

The more than human intellectual acumen of Thomss of Aquln
won for him the title of "Angelical Doetor”, and his supremely
unselfish character merited from the Church the title of "Saint".
Pope Lea XIII insisted that this great Dominican be the standard
of teaching in phllogophy and th#elogy, as he consldered him to
have 1laid the foundation stone of Christlan Apologetlics. His
co-ordination of secular and peliglous knowledge satisfles the
human mind better than any other system of philosophiec thought.

The generatlions of the thirteenth century faced soclal
problams,more serious than ours, for the common people had no
rights at its heginning, yet aecuréd them with such satlsfacticn
as to lasy the foundation of the modern liberty. In his treatment

of soclety, 1ts rights and dutles, and 1ta mutual relatlonships
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with the 1ndividual, Saint Thomas attained the triumph 6f his
work in Ethies. Pope Leo sald: '"Domestic and c¢ivil society,

~ even, which, as all see, 1ls exposed to great danger from the
plague of perverse oplinions, would certalnly enjoy a far more
yaaceful and a securer exlstence 1f more wholesome doetrine were
taught in the academies and schools~-one more in conformity with
the teaching of the Church, sueh as is contained in the works of
Saint Thomas Aquinas.

' "For’the teachings of Saint Thomas on the true meaning of
liberty--which at this time is running lnto license--on the divine
origin of all authority, on laws and their force, on the paternal |
and.justvrule of princes, on obedlence to the highgr powers, on
mutual eharity~one towards another--on 8ll of these and kindred
subjects, have very great and invinecible forece to overturn those
principles of the new order which was well known to be dangerous
to the peaceful order of things and tq §ub11c safety.” (Walsh,

"The Thirteenth, The Greatest of Centuries", p. 279)

‘Deatruetion of the Peace of Christ

And Medleval Unity

I. The Renalssance
After the Crusades, an extraordinary enthuslasm for antiquity
set in. It wes aeccompanied by boundless freedom of opinion, and a

laxity of morals which has ever since given scandal to bellevers

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-27-

and non-believers alike. In its festal magnificence, the period
paralleled the dseys and nights of HNero.

Introduction of the breskdown in Christian Merals: The

Renaiésance first appeared in the Art at Flerence, where beauty

of form wes preferred to pure Christian inspiration. This led

to a return to nature in quesf of beauty, which in itself was

not condemned by the Church. The passion for literature,

qulckened and vivified by the recovery of burled classlic marbles,

intoxicated the generation, and often led to licenses of an ob-

Jectionable nature. The inventlon of the printing press offered

a means to disseminate the newly-found knowledge. Literature -

never attalned such a degree of obscenity. The most hldeous

vices of antiquity were glorified, and consequently most lnfamous

vices reigned without conceaiment. in the days of 1ts trilumph,

the Renalssance sacrificed duty and looked up to beauty. Some

of the highest dignitaries of the Chureh lost all sense of

Christlan ldeals, and many became sﬁainad.by pagan vices.
Humenism: "To ralse the humanity within oneself to the

highest degree of lntensity, to know all, to experlence all,--such

is the moral law of humanism; a law that 1s ip mervellous concord

with the aspirations and lack of seruples to whieh the politicesl

and soclal conditions gave rise in the Italy of the fifteenth

‘century.® (A. Beudrillart, "The Catholiec Church", p. 16) Villari

describes the humanistic movement as "a ppodigious intellectual
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activity accompanied by moral decay." In Frence, Rabelais ex-
alted all that glorifies human personalit& with its pride, ahd
its deslre for the satlsfaction of every instinct by pleasure in
all its forms.

Attack on Falth: Revelatlon proved to be an obstacle to

the reign of reason, hence began the attsck on the teachings of -
Christianity, which some humanists treated wlth disdalin. Ridi-
cule was heaped on that essence of Ceathollcism: the prinﬁiple

of authority and the mortifying of the senses. Scholsstlcilsm

was mocked and the foundations of Cathelle theology were attacked.
The monks were necessarlily desplsed since they represented the
Christian ideel of renunciation. In his comparison “of the humen-
ists with the monks whom they ridileuled, 4. Bmdrillart says:

(p. 21) "The humanists pushed individualism even to the denial

of all dependence and all bonds; the monks, by thelr vow of
obedience and constancy, fought and overceme independence. The
humenists exalted prlde and wit; the monks QPW them wlth
humility and voiuutary abasement. The humanists glerified riches;
the monks took a vow of poverty. The humanists Just:lf’ia'd" sensusl
pleasure; the monks mortified their flesh with penance and
chastity.! As the faith of the people for the time being had be~
come weakened, Inlqulty became rempant in Itsly.

Eccleslastical Support of Humanists: Yet a humanist was

privileged 1n all things, because he had talent and knowledge. He
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might even ascend the pulplt and deliver a funeral oration or a
marriage sermon. Thils exaggerated favour ended in the downfall
of the humanists. Soon they became greedy for gold, and puffed
up with pride. Youths were -exposed to scandalous excesses, and
to infldellty they soon added immorality; Un¢onsclously the
Church dignltaries supported the humanistic movement by enter-
taining at thelir voluptuous courts those people of seml-pagan
leanings, who cast scorn on all that remained dear to the people.

The Paganism of Humanism: Soon the natlonal culture was

threatened. The free and spontaneocus use of 1htellect, supposedly
but fresﬁl& awakened, led to an appeal to the pagan anclents, for
the solution of the great problems which Christlanity had solved
for precedlng generations. The-Renélasance is opposed to the
apirit of Christlanity in 1its return to the spirit of pagan an-
tiquity. Thils it 1s that places the Itallan Renaissance at the
antipodes of Christilanity. The Christian‘doncept of 1ife is based
on the 1dea of a fallen nature that is corrupt and reduced:to~
feebleness; on the idea of sin and the necessity of dlvine help

to avold sin, while the anclent pagan concept of 1life 1s based

on the deification of naturavitseif, physical and human. Chpisti-
anlty places the supernatural order above the natural, and humenlsm
takes no account of the supernatural order. For pagans, following
nature 1s the means to the final good, sinece for them thers 1s
nothing above nature and reason. Too many humanistsvinfluencgd

by the pagan principles of antiquity proclaimed the goodness of
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nature, its power and efficacy &s & means to all ends.

Humaniem outside Italy: Germany, England and France were

organized States with legitimate governing powers and suthority
worthy of respect. The massses were neither demorslized nor un-
christlanizad‘as in Italy. Therefore the Renslssence movement

in these countrlies dild not tend to paganiam but led to Christian
reforms. In Germany, reforming zeal scattered libraries and
emptled universities, until its fury was spent. The spirit of\
Puritanism In England had no affinity with elagaic eulture. At
its touch, the world of art, dramatic poetry, painting, and human-
ism 1n l1life and outside of schoolbooks, fell into dust. In France,
Rabelais (1490-1563) treated the Christian religion as a creed
outworn, and fell back upon & kind of liberal Platonlsm; he would
‘leave men to their Instlinets and the Joy of 1life. Hontaigne
(1533-1592) wrote esseys tinged with scepticism and disenchantment.
These two writers opened in Prance the anti-ehristian war which
has lasted, with growing violence down to our time.

Results: Thus freedom of thought in secular matters led to
independence in religion. Critleism of the e¢lergy incremsed, and
heresy took root and flourlshed. In his book, "Renaissance and
Reformation', Edward M. Hulme says: (p. 70) "The insistence upon
individuality was the greatest of the many factors that gave rise
to the Renalssance. It causes men to questlon the authority of
external control, end inspired them to develop their latent

powers beyond the restricting confines of euthority. It made
4
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them ready to question the conventional standards of econduet. It
£illed them with a vivid apprehension of 1ife and a zeal for ac-

tivity of all kinds." It was the seemingly 1llimitable vitality

of\ the individual foree of princes and popes, of statesmen éﬁd

scholars, of poets and painters, that made the Rensissance one

of the most remarkable sras in the history of the‘-arld.

1I. The Reformation

The Protestant Revolt: Imperceptibly for two centurles the

storm clouds had been gathering over Burope, when the great religious
. erisis of the sixﬁeenth century sctually burst in Germeny. It was

not merely a spontaneous revolt of Christien conscience; it was

the consequence of a political and national, rather than of $ _

religlous movement. Soecial, 1ntallectdal and economic conditions

played thelr role in the uphesaval.

Politically, it was merely the culmination of several centu-
ries of controversy between the temporal and spliritual authorities.
The royal power, desiring to exalt the State, was determinod,to'
bring into subjection to 1t, not only the nobles and commnh people
but the clergy also. The clergy strongly defended the spacial
powers that they hadvlong enjoyed in vari&us Eurcopean statsz. The
Church had effected the trangformation of the races of Western
Burope and a glorilous development of religious‘and intellectual
11fe,kand wielded & powerful political influence during the pericd
of Natlonal formetion. But. the rapldly developing National senti-

ment and royal power would brook nelther a superior nor an equal.
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Incessant disputes set Church and State at variance, and divided
the hearts of the people between fealty to two causes almost
equally dear to them. "The autocratic sovereigns desired to en-
1ist the wealth and influence of the Church in their behalf; and
coveted her lands, her texes, and her courts." (Hayes, "Poll-
tical and Séclal History", p. 125) Moreover, financlal adminis-
tratlion of the Curla bore hesvily on the masses and created
serious dissatisfaction that caused the development of & feellng
of resentment towards the papacy and Curila.

During the long exlle of the papacy at Avignon, with the
scandalous rivalpy of popes, each sollelting the support of
national rulers, there developed the tendency of Natlonal Churches
to rule themselves under the Jealous supervision of civil powers,
‘who were thus permltted to interfere 1ln eceleslastical affalrs.
The growing national self-consclousness weakened Christian unity;
selfishness gained ground, and the rift between politics and
morality grew wider.

The papal authority was lmpaired by scandals connected with
the court at Rome. Simony, nepotism, even lmmorality and worldli-
ness aroused the hatred of the people againat all eccleslastlical
order, and a cry arose throughout the West for a "reformation of
the Church in 1its head and members."

But the papacy, allured by the charm of the Renslssance,
was not aware of the danger, and was proud to lead the march of

the new clvilization. It became stemped wlth a dominant political
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charaater; and too often relegated purely relliglous considerstions
to a second place; A crude materialism in the higher classes of -
soclety and in the educated world was cheracterized by a gress
love of pleasure, a desire for galn, and a voluptuousness of life
dlamstrically opposed to Christlan morality. Humanism weged war
agalnst Scholastliclism and new methods of theclogy threatened to
affect eccleslastlcal dogma.’ A group of reliéious lesders, in-

_eluding Luther, Cranmer, Zwinglijand Calvin took advantage of the
sltuation, and made an open break with the Church.

It ean be preved, that 1n none of the éounxriea that re-
volted were the politiecal, social, religious, intellectual, anﬁ
national caﬁse&-sufflalant to justify or explain the separation
from the Catholiec Church. Protestentism in ;ts final viectory
was due to the civil power, which had something to gain by 1ts
success, and did not scruple to preteet 1t either by stratagem
or force.

Germany: In Germany, the princes, desiring independence,
opposed state agsembliga, plllaged the peasants and reduced them
to serfdom. The townamen &lso wsré abgolutely selfish 1n thelr
polities, and were easiiy inflamed by preachers with soclal tenden-
cles. The peasants revolted and were everywhere 1nsp1raﬁ by the
spirit of equality and soelslism, but the revolt assumed a re-
ligious character because 1t wes set 1n motlon by an ex-monk and
a go-called reformer. He‘was,supported by the monks and priests

who were hostile to the eplscopal power, and by those who were
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scandsllsed by the dilsorders among the clergy.

The Lutheran movement offered satilsfactlon to contemporary
tendencles. Luther combined in himself the aspiratiané of many
of his fellow citlzens, and became the personificatlon of the
tendencles governing the revolting masses. His doctrlns of
UJustification by Faith alone” rellieved the situation for many.
In rejecting the supernatural remedies offered by the sacraments,
disturbances of consclence were el;minatﬁd. In denying the
meritoriousness of good works and condemning monastle vows and
Christian asceticlsm, it relleved dissatisfied monks. It denied
the divine instltution of a priesthood and papacy, and 1n'subst1—
tutling the Blble as the sole rule of faith, it rejected all
ecclesiastical authority. Secular peier was made the supreme
Judge in purely religlous matters. The princes were m§sters of
their subjects' conselences as well as of their bedles, and they
were anxlous to malntaln a state that wass favourable to thelr
cupldity and the preservatlion of autocracy.

England: In England, the development of national sentiment
and strong royal power gave rise to the movement of opposition to
the Papacy. Soclal conditions llke the Black Death affected the
conditions of labour, the relations of classes, and disturbed the
good organization of the clergy. Wars had expoged the people to
many evils and destroyed the old aristacracy, leaving the Tudors
free to establlsh absolute power. The Church which fell intc the

hands of the King, required reform as it did in Germeny. Ths truly
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draconlan laws, the armed repression, and atroclious tortures
used by the Tudor Reformers planted Protestantiam in England.

Scandinavie: In Sweden and Denmark, the Reformation was
the result of politics advancing the interests of sovereigns
like Gustavus Vasa and Christian II, both of whom adopted Luther-
anism to establish an absolute meonarchy. A. Baudrillart says in
his book on the Church (p. 1068): "It is only toc easy for a
government which 1is strong and knows how to tske advantage of
ecertain passions, to lead & people, against thelr will, in the
matter of relligion at least, 1f the people do not energetically
-resist their government.? |

France: In the sixteenth century, Franece remalned Catholic
because the French people were nelther to be seduced nor coereced.
They forced their will upon their King, Henry IV, while the
English and Scandinavians had been ccompelled to aseept the cholce
‘of thelr soverélgns regarding religlous praectises. The French
Chureh also needed reform, for general relaxatlion of discipline
had led to avarlce and pride in toé many clerles and monks. And
111-will towards Rome was part of that national heritesge which
every government was anxious to defend and preserve. The Galli-
éan Church itaaif seemed no less;Jéalous for its natlonal freedom
than the civil power. "The French genius 1s not mystical as 1is
that of the Germans. It needs conerete doctrines which are dis~
tinctly deflned, ratlonal and well-consldered; which are approved

and promulgated by authority." (Baudrillart, "The Catholic
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Church The Renalssance and Protestantism", p. 115) While Calvin-
ism spread, the Huguenots remeined always in the minority. How-
ever, when France had ascentained that true Protestantism meant
a rellglious revolution and thé complete breaking of all the tra-
ditlons sacred to her, she recovered herselfl, collected her -
powers, and rose almest in entlrety to safeguard her falth.
Results: (1) Unity of faith was destroyed, and ceaseless
disputes caused diviglons lnto sects that seperated members of
the same land. |
(2) The seculerization of religlous, charitable, and educational
institutlons deprived the Church of large revenues required for
her good works.
(3) 1Instead of freedom of belief being granted by the reformers,
the greatest tyrénny in metters of conseclence lss‘dls@layad.
(4) Most baneful "Caesaropapism" was fostered, as the secular
authoritles were supreme iln matters of state and religlion. Thus
arose Natlonal Churches entlrely discordant with Christian uni-
versalism. |
(6) The Reformation was a fundamental cause qf the evolution of
royal absolutism.
(6) Everywhere civll wars wrought horror and devastatlon, and
the poor peasants were oppressed and enslaved.
(7N Countleés»treasures and prilceless manuseripts were destroyed
in the conflscatlion of the monasterles.

(8) In the destruction of the monasteries, the poor were deprived
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of rellef, and thus was initlated the necessary "Poor Laws.

The Catholic Reyiyal: "One of the greatest difficulties

confronting a government which has entered on a wrong track 1s to
’ratrace.lts steps and once more strike the right road." (L. Von
Pastor; "History of the Popes') Unhappily the necessary reforms
came too late to prevent a division in the Christian Church.
Everywhere the peasants were conservative and c¢clung te the old
falith, and were loath to fellow the example of the townsmen. The
Renalssance was a bourgeols movement, and its critical spirit,
gardonic wit, and sarcastic llterature did not affect the country
people who had neither the wealth nor lelsure necesgary fér reading.
The zeal of the Spanlsh rulers and the ardour of cultured Itallans
did much to preserve the old falth 1n large areas.

New Orders: Following the victory of Protestantism, many
religious fell away, dlseipllné relaxed and religious life came
to be dispised and ridiculed. Yet the revolt merely whetted the
fervour and zeal of & large number of holy men, who founded new
orders, or reformed old ones. Thls constituted the "true means
of the restaratlon or.the Roman Church". The Order of Capuchins
restored the austere rule of Saint Francis (1528) and worked
wlth zeal to ne-éstablish the Cathollce falith among the lowerl
classes. The Oratoriaﬁs were founded by Saint Philip Nerl (1574),
who when still a layﬁan, entered upon a "home mission ?ork” to
ald the slek and destlitute. His‘assoéiation of secular priests,

llving by rule but without vow, laboured to promote science and
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to instruct the people by simple direct sermons. The Theatlines
were founded by Saint Cajetan (1524) to reform the secular

clergy and infuse fresh vigor into religlous life. These prlests,
who llved ln austerlty and strict poverty, preached in public,
cared for the destitute piigrims, and tended to the dylng 1in
‘hospitals. The example of this body of vigorous and zealous

men exerted a mighty influence on the papacy, the Church, and
popular religlous 1ife. The Brothers of Mercy founded hy Saint
John of God (1540) cared for the sick. Saint Terese reformed the
Carmelites of Avila (1662) restoring the anecient spirit of
yenancé, labour, pdverty and seclusion snd infusing an apostolie
_zeal that directed their 1life of prayer to the congquest of souls.

Selnt Angela Merici founded the Ursulines (1537) for the edu-

‘cation of young girls. The Sisters of the Visitation were founded

by Seint Francis of Sales (161Q0) and the Sisters of Charity by

S8aint Vincent de Paul (1633}, for tesching and the care of the sick.

The Sisters of Good Shepherd (1644) laboured for the reformation
of fallen women and the preservation of young girls.

Jegults: Important as these orders were in the service of
the Church, that of the Jesults, founded by Saint Ignatius Loyola
(1640) over-ghadowed them all. Knowing the causes that made many
nations revolt from the clergy, he made learning, plety and obedi-
ence the governing principles in hils plan of reform. His followers

early acquired & great reputation for sanetity and learning, by

assoclating an active 1life in the world with absolute sacrifice,
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utter renunclation of personallity and self-will. In the missionary
fields and in different spheres of education, they helped to re-~
vive the spiritual 1life of both pecple and priests, and won many
Pratestanfs back to the faith. Ranke says: "There never has been,
nor will there ever agaln be, such a combination of sclence and
tireless zeal, of study and eloguence, cfvmsgnificence and mortl-
ficatlion, of worldwlde propoganda and unity of purpose.® Every-
where, the Jesults introdueced rigid disecipline, snd made educstlon
an important instrument of reform in thelr colleges, whers they
Introduced a literaryfclasalcal scheme. "Bven Protestants con-
fided thelr chiléren to masters who knew how to cultlvate not only
the intelllgence but also the hearts and the wills of their
pupils.” (A. Baudrillart, "The Catholic Chureh", p. 179)

Spanish Ingquisition: The Catholle reform was accomplished
by men who worked with the people and clergy and themselves set
the example of what the clergy should be. It began in Spain,
where loyalty toward the Church became the chlef element in
Spanish Nationaliam. The pitiless court of the Spenish Ingui-
sition (1480) wes designed to exterminate heretiecs. In the days
when all Christlans were Catholles, the heretlic was to Christi-
anity what & ceriminsl 1s to the modern State, 6ne to be eliml=:
nated for the genersl soclal and clvil good.

Reformed Papacy: Pope Adrien VI (1620-23) was unpopular
with the Curila owing to hls determination to reform the papsey.

He was slow to bestow canonries; hls treassury wses empty; his
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economles caused resentment. PFurthermore, he withdrew all per-
miésion given to princes.sinece Innocent III to present candi-
dates for beneflces, for he intended to fill all posts with good
men. He sent his nunclo to the Diet of Ruremberg with orders to
meke a frank statement sbout the corruption in the Curia and hier-
‘archy. He died ere he could accomplish much, but he ceuraseéusly
" laid bare the scandals of the Chureh and showed an honest purpose‘
to smend them, suggesting the rlght methods to emplay.

Later, Paul III (1534~-49) reformed the Curia not by im-
posing a rlgid regime upon the cardinals, but by selecting
excellent men for high offlces. He wisely appointed French and
Spanish prelates, glving the Sacred College & more international
character, to the satisfaction of Francis I and Cherles V. His
statesmanshlip combined moderation, determinatlon, and abllity to
choose men who could be trusted to carry on the work of reform.

- He insplred the actions of the General Council (1545-1563),
which he called to meet at Trent on the conflnes of Italy and
Germany. "It defined clearly énd preclisely the doetrines of the
Church that had been disputed by Protestants; and also issued de-
crees on dlsclpline for the correction of the abuses that had
afflicted the Church so disastrously. 4n invitatlion was extended
to the Protestants to sattend the sessions of the council; but they
declined, because their demands to adopt the Bible as the only
rule of faith were rejected." (McSorley, "Short Story of ;he

Catholie Chureh', p. 187) ™With new youth and strength", says
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Ranke, “Caxhn;iciﬁm again faced the Protestant world." This

Counell gave great attentlon to the reform of the eplscopate and
all oéders of the clergy, and established the seminarieslte pro-
vide a religlous rule for secular clergy. v

Pope Pilus V (1666-72), assisted by Saint Charles Borromeo
and Saint Phlilip Nerl, carried out the reforms decreed by Trent.
The "Catechism of the Couneil" was published, and many abuses .’

| within the Church were corrected. He lived the austere life of
a monk and edifled all with whom he came in contact. Nothing
helped the cause of Catholicism so much as the successlon of
irreproachable popes. The city of Rome sought to regain her po-
sition as centre of the Catholle world by becomlng more Christian
in morals and manners. »

The OQutcome: Through all the viclssltudes of the trying
period of the sixteenth century, the Cathollc doctrine remained
unchanged. %"In dogma Catholicism piacas all intelligeneces on the
same level; the learned_and the ignorant, the genlus and the
vulgar are bound by the same detail of bellef, the same practices
are imposed on rich as well as poor, the same susterlitles on
strong and on weak; Catholiclism compromises with no man--it manages
to unite allrclassas of saciéty at the foot of the same altar as
they are united in the eyes of God." (Baudrillart, "PThe Catholie

Church", p. 317)
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The French Revelution

Antecedents: Louls XIV was the personifleation of the
absolute monarchy of the seventeenth century. At his court as-
sembled the nobility, who, though éhorn of politieal power, were
exempt from taxatlion and enjoyed the privileges of their high
estate. The Mlddle Class or Third Estste, composed of the pro-
fessional and mercantile classes, enJoyed comparative security
and prosperity and held important offices of State administration.
The King 1ntroduee& some reforms through Colbert, his minister of
Finance, who zealously prométed manufactures and commerce and pro-
tected inventors and new industries. Unfortunately; as the
mercantlile class became unduly enriched and selfish, the nobles
bécame more wasteful and pleasure-loving. The lot of the peasant
grew worse under the unrelleved burden of a triple taxation with
dues to his feudal lord, his Church, and his king. Thus was con-~
sumed three-quarters of hls meagre lincome.

Sociel Discontent: But the bourgeoisie of the towns were

progressing with the industry and commerce. Government regulation
was now added to gulld regulations, for numerous gulkds.stil; con~-
trolled the industries of France. The enterprising business man
was encoureged to Introduce new branches of manufacture, for which
he was rewarded with privileges, titles, and other favours.
Although commerce was restricted by antiquated customs, yet it
augmented the wealth and strength of the bourgeoisie. All-~

powerful in the buslness world and educated in the seclence, culture
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and philosophy of the age, the bourgecisie desired more politiecal
power. They resented the precedence given io the nobility and
clergy, and freely talked of a natlonal parliament, in which they
could regulate finance and prevent the extravagant and wasteful
expenditure of royal money. The Bourgeolsle and peasants no
longer recelived asslistence from the lords as in medleval tlmes,
and they loathed to see the nobility favoured with rank, pﬁss‘.
sesslong and privileges, especlally exemptlion from taxatien.
Philosophy: At this time, the ratlonal philosophy that
produced skepticism and Delsm spread, and its evil influences
weakened Christisn faith. It destrayed reverence for the Chureh;
encouraged,phllosopheré‘to evolve new systems of bellef; and there
resulted a great increase of indifference to religion. Voltaire
(1694~1778) enthusiastically wrote on the triumph of deistic:
phllosophy and sﬁncastically criticised the Church and society
‘with its long-standing abuses. Diderot (1713-84) edited the
Encyclopedia, which was a "manifesto of radicalism, and expressed
the current ideas of religion, soclety, and,scisnee; Rousseau
(1712-178) denounced learning as the "badge of selfishness and
corruption® and és@ousad the cause of the lgnorant peasant. In
his "Socilal Contract", he expounded the theory of the Republican
government and contended that wealth should not be divided among
the few. . These 1deas were the inspiration of the republican phase
of the French Rewolution.

Economicas: Frangois Quesnay, a bourgeols physiclian, attacked.
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.the mercantillsm of the age. He taught "that a nat;on's wealth
comes from farming and mining; that manufactures and traders
produce nothing new. (Hence) the manufacturers and merchants
should therefore be untaxed and unhampered.” (C. J. Hayes,

"A Polltical and Soclal History", p. 425) Lalssez-faire was the
principle he gave to Turgot, the minister of finance under
Louls XVI. Adam Smith, quite in harmony with “uesnay, wrote the
W%ealth of Nations"™ which became the "declaration of independence
for industry"--Let each man, each employer of labor, each seller
of merchandise follow his own peraonal business interesta without
let or hindrance. No labor organlzation, no State intervention
was to prevent the full, free contract between individual em-
ployer and individual lsborer. This "Liberalism” in economics
was to produce baneful results in later years, giving to every-
one full scope for unlimlted self-sggrandizement. "The clamor
of the economle doctrinalres became: Manufacture, produce, set
all the wheels of industry in motion, enlarge your markets, en-
rich your nation, get wealth, wealth, wealth; the more the better!"
(Husslein, "Manifesto", p. 38) Pope Leo XIII condemned the theory.
The avarieicus selfish employers galned wealth but the lower
classes were more miserable and diseontented than ever.

| Absolutism: During the elghteenth céntury, the French
ﬁavernment went from bad to worae under thevgleaxure—lcxins I3
Louls XV (1715-74). He gloried in feeling "the sovereign authority

is vested in my person." But he established an organized system
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of government supervisors to control €11 departments of the
national 1life. In the towns, the old gullds centlinued to elect
a Town Council that mensged local business relsting to property,
tax~collectlon, eustoms, dutles and the like. Overlapping of
powers soon led to confusion. Laws were 1ll-defined and the
ecourts were as bad as the laws; moreover "justice" ias often
boﬁght and sold.‘ Confuged adminlstration, antiquated laws, cor-
rupt maglstrates and & disorganized army betreyed the weakness
of the Prench monarchy. Disestrous wars increased the national
debt and taxes ﬁere multiplied. The unfortunate Louis XVI in-
heritsd a bankrupt France. |

The Bstates-General Reyised: The hopes of the natlion rose

when Turgot became minister of finance. "Lalssez-faire" wes to

be the order of the day; Cinances were to be reformed, taxes
lowered and extended to clergy and nobles., Rellef seemed at hand,
when Turgot was suddenly dismissed. The privileged classes fesred
the reforms. But the king faced finsnclal embarrassment, and to
save the nation he summonedlthe~Batates—&oneral, which had not

heen convened for one hundred and seventy-five years. It consisted
of three separate bodles, elected to represent the‘three estates

of the realm, clergy, nobility, and commons ' (Third Bstate) and each
estate voted as a unit. Electlons were ordered acecording to the
anclent customs, and the electors were invited to prepare & report
of the existing local abuséa,and proposed remedies. All these

gahiers demanded reforms in government and soeliety, and insisted
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on the removal of social inequalitles and abuses. The king was
thus warned of danger, but dld not act sccordingly.

Universal Suffrege Demanded: At once the commoners de-
manded a reform be made in the system of veoting. They began to

“argue that the Estates-General should be organized as‘a.sinslo
body, in ihich each member would have one vote. Such voting
would represent the natlion and the assembly would concern 1tssif
with s general reformation of the entlre government and social
1ife. Liberel nobles under lLafayette and many curates agreed with
the commoners' argument. But, when the klng wavered 1in his de@l
¢lsion, and the privileged orders displayed an uncompromising
attitude, the Third Estate solemnly proclaimed itself a Natilonsl
Assembly (June 17, 1789). Led by Mirabeau, they took an oath to
draw up a constitutlion for Frence. Unsanctloned by the king, the
anclent Estates~General had been transformed into & Natlonal
Assembly, and the absolute dlvine-right monarchy ended to be re-
placed by a limited monarchy based on the popular will.

The Reyolt: The Parisian populace supported the Natlonal
Assembly and for three desys there was wild disorder in the e¢ity.
Confusion spread throughout Prance, and the opprassed peasants
banded together to destroy the ehategnx of the nobles and many
monasteries. <The central government was transferred froﬁ Versailles
to Paris and French Absolutism was at an end. Radical soclal
readjustments were to aceompany changes 1in the‘g@veﬁnment and ad-

ministrative bedy. Thus the revolution was to be social as well
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as political.

Rule of Assembly: At once the National Assembly legally
destroyed feudallsm and sarfdam; thus tending to establish soclal
equality. Liberty, formerly considered a priéilage, henceforward
was to be ldentifled with equality. It next sanetloned an equallty
of taxation for all classes, and the suppression of feudal and
servile dues. It next set to work on the constitutlion and France
was glven a "Declaration of the Rights of Man"; granting men
#liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.”
Religlous toleration, freedom of speeéh, and liberty of the press
were affirmed. The officials of the State were to be responsible
to the people.

Secularization of Chureh Property: To provide funds the

rich church lands were seized, and the clergy were to be made
salaried officlals, governed by a minister of Worshlp, and pfiests
were to be appolnted by the votes of the citizens. The king was
forced to sign a decree compelling the eclergy to take a solemn
oath of alleglance to the “Civil Constitutibn“. This was a second
attempt to establish a National Church subject to State control.
In 1682, Louls XIV had convoked the bishops to Paris and demanded
them to accept the "Four Articles" which he presented to them.

But the Pope then condemned the rising Gallicanism, and his
successor likewlse condemned the ﬁéw‘"01v11 Constitution® &Ad

the oath of alleglance. The Church thus became the opponent of tﬁe

Revolution. Rather than swear the oath condemned by Rome, the
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" king fled. He reslgned in 1792. In September 1793; Ath§ism‘: 
was decreed. Churches were closed 6r converfed into “Tempiesvdf
Reagson™. The complete shattering of the old regime had been |
accomplished by the National Assembly. .

Rise of Proletarians: When the revolution had reduced the
royal power and abollished the special privileges of nobles and
clergy, a sharp cleavage between the proletariat (poor working
people in the towns) and Bourgeoisle beceme apperent. The
urban proletariat, who had gained least by the revolt, now re-
solved to gain llberties’and a voice in the government. <hey
demandeﬁ radlical c¢hanges In the constitutlon that would better
their condition soclally and politically. The redical move~ -
ment was spread abroad by pamphlets and papers. The proletariat
of Paris revolted against the liberal monarechy, lnvaded the royal
palace and arrested the royal family. ?eér deepened into panie,
and supreme power was vested in Danton as Dictator of the revo-
lutionary commune. He urged the frenzled mob to terrify the
royalists. This was the gignal for a wholesale messacre of the
royalists in Paris. Rogalty wes abolishsd and anarchy reigned
in France. Thé unfortunate soverelgns were exeeuted.

Ansrchy: Under new leadeps, the revolution assumed &
distinetly soclalistle character, The ornate clothing of the
noblllity was abelished and the ecalender was revised to coblliterate
the memory afvchristianity. The National Convention then ceased |

to press reform in behalf of the proletarist and ceme under the
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1nf1uan¢e:of the more moderate bourgeoisie. The radieais
championed the cause of the proletarlat and demended an equali-
.zation of wealth and the abolition of poverty. These forerunners
of modern soclalism were suppressed at onece. Kaéolaon finally
selzed the reins and mllitsrism supplanted the short-lived
democracy.

Liberalism: Unconsclously the French despots had signed the
death warrant of absolutlsm by encoursging the llterary men imbued
with tendencies to skepticism and radicalism. Thelr broadcast
eriticism éf'authority, religlous and clvil, resulted ln universal
liberallism. It broke up the framework of the Christien Civitas
by proeclalming religlon te be but a private affalir with no relation
to the government. Thus wes born secularism, which could meen
only religious agnosticism, and disregard of God. The praetical
cansequence of the princlples of liberalism was the sgparation of
relligion from every manifestatlon of collective life. UHence,
separation of State from Church; separation of sclence, literature
and art from rellglon; sepsration of the lgl from Christian
morality. And hence secularism--the ﬁs_ehristianiaation.of all
political and social ordinanges, of all public institutions, of
all State services. Schools were secularised and handed over to
the State; by means of civil merriage, the family was secularised;
the army‘iaa secularised by the suppresslon of chaplalins énd
religlious aerviegs; benevolence was secularised by the remaval of

‘beneficént works from the control of the Church; the law was
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secularised, and so were all the organs of public life. The

Church was thus deprived of her immemorial soclal function. The .
un-religlous State soon became the anti-religious State; éega4
ration turned into persecution, secularism, anti-clericalism.”

(C. C. Martindale, "A Manual of Catholic Action", p. 107)

Liberalisn denied the Church all authority in polltleal matters
because 1t separates the politics from morals and religlion. But the
French Revolution was wrecKed as a movement towards freedom when

1t touched the "Rock of Salnt Peter”.

The Concnndat# In 1801, Napoleon made peace with Pius VII,
and "the document was signed which bound the Chureh by links of
steel and gold to every Frenchv&overnment down to 1908."

(W, Bérry, "The Paéacy and Modern Times") The reconstitution

of the Galliecan Church by the Pope was the end of Gallicanism.
Napoleon became the precursor of the Vatiean Councll, which decreed -
that the Pope had ordlnary jurisdietion over every bishop in
ChrlStendom, In 1830, the Constitutlon took away from the govern~
ment its monopoly of educatlon and so gave to Catholies, above

all to religlous orders, a freedom which would have nede them_
1ndependént. The struggle in modern times betwsen Chriatian and
unchristisn theories must be fought out in the schogls.

Abbé F. De Lemennais: This vietory favouring Catholic

Bducation was due to lemennals, who was nelther a liberal nor a
revolutionist. To him rellgion meant-everything. He longed that

the Cathollce Church should have power as it has autharity. His
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early writings contained an enthusiastic defence of the Church,
but some of hils statements offended the goveinment effieials, and
his first book "Reflectlons on the State of the Church in France
during the Bighteenth Century™ (1808) was suppressed by the pollce.
The "Bssay on Indifference in Matters of Religlon" (1817) made
him popular, and the second edition of the “RsaaY" appeared in
1820. Not content with diserediting infidel philosophy, he at-
tacked the new popular Cartesian rationalism. The method he then
employed was based on a new theory of eert;tuda, and he made
statements which toc broadly explained Cetholle doctrine, and
touched qﬁsstlonabthat should have been left to legitimata au~-
thorlity. It was pelnted out that hils philosophy and apelogetiecs
favoured skepticlsm. He submitted his book to Home, where he was
well received in 1824. In 1825, he denounced Gallicanism and ex-
treme liberal tendencles in a pamphlet, which aroused the dig-
pleasure of the Freneh bishops, as well as the House of Bourbon
since he censured their laws of 1682, He was condemned for his
ultramontane ldeas.

Assoclated with lLacordalre and Montalembert, he editﬁd
L'Avenir (1830), in which he defended thé Church againat‘a#tpame
liverallsm. The boldness of hils ideas provoked aceusations against
him and sroused susplcion of hls orthodexy. He, therefore, sus-
pended the publication of the journal, and went to Rome to submit
his cause to @Gregory XVI. He was not as warmly raeeiv#d a8 In |

1824. When his two companions submitted to pspal decislons, he

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-58-

obstlnately debated his point. Upon diécovering’ that some of his
ideas were condemned in the Encyclical "Mirari vos" (1832), he
retirgd, but he cherlshed resentment &s shown in his cérraspondenec.
In 1834, he loudly proclaimed his rupture with the Churech énd died
outside its pale. He was, however, the first epcloglst publicly
to attack Gallicanlsm in France, and he prepared the way for lts
defeat, the crowning work of the Yaﬁiéan Council. He alsoc insugu-
rated the struggle that ués to issue in freedom of educatlonQ
Despite his blamsble excesses, we must trace to him that recon-
elliation between Catholiclism on the one hand and pgpular 1iberty
and the masses of the people on the other, upon which Leo XIII seﬁ

the flinal seal of approbation.

The Reconstruction Perilod

In the midst of this apperent chaos--religious political,
social, and otherwise, God's Providence seems to have raised.ﬁp two
of the Chureh's most 1llustrious pontiffs, Pius IX and Lec XIII..
Their long reigns, respectivély of thirty-two aﬁd thirty-slx yeafs,
gave to their work the continuity necesseyy to the reconstructing
of Christian solidarity.

Plus IX (1848-78): Ecclesiastlical and religious achievements
marked his relgn. In splte of the deluge of severe trials,that
afflicted him, he fearlessly fought sgainst the false libenalism
threatening to destroy tﬁe very easence of falth and religion. 1In

his Encyclical "Quenta Cure" (December 8, 1864), he condemned
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" sixteen propositions touching on the errors of the age. At the
same time, he gave the world the famous "Syllabus Errorum”, a
summary of eighty previously censured propositions bearing on
Nationalism, Soclalism, Communism, Secret Socletlies, Errors on
the State and 1ts Relation to the Church, on Natural and
Christian Ethies, on Christian Marriage, on the Temporal Power
of the Pope, on Modern Liberallsm and other toples. While malice
and misunderstanding combined to designate the Syllabus as the
embodiment of a narrow minded servility to papsl authority, 1t has
been of 1inestimeble service to Church and socisty by unmasking
the false liberallsm which attacked Cathollcism. The enemiss of
the Church were not slow to recognize 1n 1t s formal rejection
of modern culture, the pope's declaration of tér on the modern
State. To the present day, it is a stumbling block to all those
imbued wlth the principles of false Liberalism. All Catholles

~ are bougd to aceept the Syllabus. The contents of any thesls in
1t must be explalned by means of the papal document connected
with it. It opposed the high tlde of the intellectual movement
of the nineteenth century, which sought to sweep away the foun-
dation of all order, human snd divine. It admirably defends the
inalienable rights of God and the ¢hurch. It is an earneat.and
snergetlic protést ageinst the attempt to elliminate the Iinfluence
of Gathalieismbon.the 1ife of natlions and of individuals, on the
family and the school. "It threw a sharp clsar light upon reef

and rock in the inteilectual currents of the time." (Catholie
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Dogma of Immeculate Conception: Pilus IX had always

cherished a tender devotion to the Blessed Virgin. At the opening
of hls reign (1849), he invited the bishops to giwe'expr33$lon to
their views on the subject of the Immaeculate Conception afiﬂary.
Theologlans had always considered that the privilege was amongst
the truths revaaied by God. No controversy had ever arisen
regarding this‘bgllef. During the middle of the last century,
when éthalsm,oéanly sought to influence men, the Holy Father met
its denials of religlous truths by defining the dogma of thé Im-
maculate Conception, making 1t an article of faith. (Dec. 1854)
Catholicé,were called upon openly to submit their reason to their
faith, and render submlssion to legitimate authority, which the
French Revolution had destroyed.

Papal Infallibility: Having had his mind for years fixed

on the improvement of soclety, and on the means whereby the much-
needed improvement could be affected, Pius IX had long contem-
plated calling a General Council. Accordingly, on December 8,
1869, seven hundred and sixty-four prelates of the Church assembled
in the Vatican. A venerable group it was of different cast of
features and shades of colour, varlety of costuﬁea, countless
tongues, and varied rites, yet all closely united in one falth,

and recognizing the supremacy of Rome. After systematlzing the
dogmatic Constitution on the Catholic Falth, the question of

papal infalllibllilty was-intreddced. Thls doctrine wes as old as
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the Chureh. It implies that the Roman Pontiff, when he speaﬁa‘
ex cathedra, that 1s, on matters of falth and morals, cannot err.
This prerogative was transferred by Christ to the Church when He
ﬁald to His Apostles: "All power is given to ﬁe in heaven as in
earth. Golng therefore, teach ye all natlions, baptizing then in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them %o obsérva all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and behold I am with you all days, even to the consummation
of the world." (St. Matthew, XXVIII, 18-20) He established the
Primacy of Saint Peter and hils successors when He sald to Saint
Peter: "Feed my lembs; feed my sheap.” (st. John, XXI, 1, 16-1T)
In this is comprised supreme doectrinal authority. But the unity,
strength, and stabllity of the Church rest on the primacy of the
Roman Pontiff, which had become the object of violent attacks
from the enemies of the Churech. To offstand this rejection of
authority, Infalllbility was made an article of feith, when |
Pius IX promzlgated the dogma of the Infallibility of the Pope.
The Rock of Peter, therefore, was mede more firm, if possible,
than ever before to resist the onslaught'of the enemy. The
Infallibility is to be, for all sges, a safeguard to thé purity
“and integrity of Catholic Faith.
Leo X1II: He folleowed the path of peace; he would relegate
wars and International jealousles to the‘realma-of night and -
oblivion. He kept his finger on the pulée?of humanity, and his

heart throbbed with the movements of the age. When he spoke
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all the world listened, and the pen in his hand became & powerful
instrument for good. As teacher, he was not content with improving
universities and semlnarles, but zealously issued his own in-
structlons based on priﬁeipies of reason and revelatlion relating

to the family, liberty, socialism, politics and the dutles of the
€hristian cltizen, ruler and State. As priest, he waes sollcitous
for unity, integrity, and the splendour of worship. His loﬁg

lifé was spent in an honest, wearlless attempt to bring heaven

down from the skles, s0 that even here and now the toil-worn
children of men should realize something of the peace and joy of

Paradise.

Origin of Civil Power: In the Encyclical, "Immortale Dei",
he reminds us that by nature man lives in soclety, nor can he |
dwell apart from it. He must be a member of the family, of soclety,
and of the State. But no soclety can hold together unless it be
directed by & ruling authority, which has its source in God, from
whom all power must prbceed. There is no power but from God."
(Rom., XIII, 1) God has willed this authority end those "invested
with it should reflect the divine power and provlidence in scme
measure over the humsn race.” (Bnéyelical; "Immortsle Dei")
Rulers should be directed by a father's kindness, and seek solely
the well-being of the citizens they govern. Purthermore, civil
power must exist for the common good of all, not for the advantage
of any individual or particular group of persons. Whenbmen feal

that thelr rulers hold authority from God, they will be ingpired
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to obey and reverence them. "Let every soul be subject to higher
powers.” (Rom., XiII, 1) Christ respected the authority of the
State when He sald: "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's."
But He lmplied the Divine Source of all authority, when He apoke .
thus to Pilate: "Thou shouldst not have any power agalnst Me,

unless it were given thee from above." (John, XII, 2) The

spostles showed their bellef in this doetrine in their reply to

the rulers of the SynﬂSque: ke must obey God rather than men.®
(Acts, V, 29.)

Philosophy of the State: The essence of the Catholie

philosophy of the State 1s contalned in Pope Leo's Encyclical
%0n the Condition of Labour, tﬁe Rerum Naxarumﬁz The State must |
" not absorb the individual or the family; both should be allowed
free and untrammeled action, ss far as 1s conslstent with the
common good and the interest of others." (Rerum Novarum, 28) The
form of government in a State depends on the cholece of the psople,
but the power binding on the consciences of the eitizans«whiﬁh_
those in authority will possess comes, not from the people, but
from God. The object for whiech the idaa; State existas 1s the
good of the community and the protection of all legltimate, social, .
domestic and individual interests.
Through the State,'men reach that greater natural perfection
which, of themselves, they could not attain. Moreever, cultural
| davelogmsnt 1z made feaslble, and 1ts Interests are protected

beyond the limits possible to individuals or familles. The State
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must promote peace and good order, family interests, and a high
standard of morasllity and justlce. Eﬁile the State must prov;da
for the common good, which must take precedence of the primate 
good, yet the rilghts of the family or of the individual are not
tc be ylelded up to the acecidental rights of the State, nor 1is
the Spirituél ever to be sacrificed to the materisl.
Econamlies: The humen race 1s governed by two dilstinct

. powers, the eccleslastlcal and the c¢lvil. Bach in its sphere is
supreme, and each has fixed limits defined by nature and by
particular clrcumstances. The Church must safeguard not only
the spiritual interests pertalining to dlvine worshlp, but also
those secular problems involving considerations of Justice,
morality or charlty, such &s the gquestions of property and owner-
ship or what has a bearing on the general good, and involves a
moral issue. |

Right to Private Property: Socialists felgn to offer a

solution of the problems of the working man, by encouraging com-
munity ownershlp of productive property and the meens of distri-
bution and exchange. But Pope Leo XIII says that under soe¢cialism,
the workingman himself would be the sufferer. He says: "It is
surely undenisble that when a men engages in remanerative labor,
the very reason and motive of his work 1s to obtain property,

and to hold it as his own private possession." (Rerum Novarum, 4)
¥Man hes a natural right to possess property and to dispose of it

as he wishes. Saint Thomes of Aquin says: "It is lawful for &
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- man to hold private property, and 1t ls necessary for—the carrying
on of humen life." If he lives sparingly, saves his money and
invests his ssvings in land,‘his little estate iz merely his wages
in another form. By deprlving man of his land, the socialists
remove the liberty of disposing of his wages, and hence deprive
him "of all hope and posslbility of inecreasing his stoek and
bettering his condition in 1ife." (Rerum Novarum, 4) Pope Leo
condemns the soclallistic princlple and eneourages each working
man to lnvest his uages‘in productive property--land, stock, bonds,
or interest-bearing savings. Givén a true partlclpation in modern
industry and an opportunity ﬁo develgp his material goods, the

* lsbouring man willl be contented and happy. ?he Christien ideal
of Pope Leo sencourages the mnltipilcatlon of private owners, nof
the 1increase of individual possessions favoured by Individualism
nor the State ownership of Séciallsm. Aetual Soclalism invarisbly
destroys all such preclous liberties ss freedom of the press,
liberty in educatlion, every form of independent organlzation, le-

gitimate self-defence, and above all, 1t demolishes the freedom |

of worshlp and instruction. ©Soclalism may ultimately lead the poor
worklngman to worse conditlion than he endures’under Capitalism.

‘Pope Leo deslred to see the ownership of the means of production

wildely distributed among the messes of the people.

Capital snd Labour: "It i1s ordained by nature that these two
classes (rlch and Poor) should exist in harmony and agreement."

(Rerum Novarum, 15) Capltal and Labour are mutually necessary to
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each'other; The labouring man ghould carry out honestly "all

" aquitable agreements freely made." And the employer must re-
member that "Religion teaches the rich man end the employer that
thelr employees are nof thelr slaves.m Labor ia to be respected.
The rich man must religlously refrain from cutting down the

" workingman's earnings, elther by forece, fraud, or by usnricus
dgaling." (Husslein, "FPhe Christian Social Manifesto,hp. 127)

Use of Money: A man is not absolutely {ree to dispose of
his possesslions asg he wishes. Leo XIII agaln quotes from S&int‘
Thomas Aqu1n: "yan should not consider hls outward possessions as
his own, but as common to all, sc ss to share them without diffi-
culty when others are in need." (Rerum Novarum, 19) Thus the
"pight of property must be distinguished from its use. It is en
axlom of commatative justice, that men feithfully respeect the
possessions of others by not encroaching on thé rights of another
nor exceeding the rights of ownership." (Husslein, "Manifesto,u
p. 133) The Holy See admita that the caplitalist may employ for his
own use &s much of the profits of hls busliness as may be reasonably
requiredfto live becaminglj aceording to his station of lifelin -
Christlian way. But we are governe§;in our exerclse of our charity
by the Gospel which states: "That which remaineth, give alma."
(Luke XI, 41) PFor Christ sald: "As long a8 you did.if tokone of
¥y least brethren you did it to ¥e," and from God we shall receive
the reward for good works. |

Strikes: Pope Leo XIII &ffirms that the chief thing to be
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obtained by the State is "the safeguarding, by legal enactment
-‘and policy, of private property."  (Rerum quaruﬁ, 30) Gaod
laws weuld’pravent strikes, but, should the labourer need to protect
himself sgainst injustice, strikes must be governed by the prlnci—l
ples of equity.
Heges: Lastly, the Holy Father warns employers that: "The
labour of the workingman is not only his parsonal attribute, but
it 1s necessary. Each one has a right to procure what 1ls required
in order to_live; and the poor can procure it in no other way than
by work or weages." (En@yclical on Labor} This 1s an ethieal and
a8 religious question as it 1s & matter of "justice™. 1In all
eases: "The remuneration must be enough to support the Fage aarner
in ressonable and frugsl comfort." (Husslein, "Manifesto", p. 177)
Trade Unlong: The natural impulse which unites men in civil
soclety, makes them band together in assoclatlons to better con-
ditions. BEven pertisl organization elevates the entire position
of*thé wage-earning class. Pope Leo wrote in great detall on Labor
Union (Rerum Novarum, 36-4Q), beeause many rulers in his day werse
infected with Liberallsm, and regarded Unioms with disfavour. But
the relation between Capital and Labour must never degeﬁerate into
selflsh struggle for the spolls of wer and a ruthless class supremacy.
Most perfect harmony 1is obtainable only when men united in a&n
assoclatlon are of one mind end one heart regarding the issues in-
volved. All must be gulded by the seme moral principles in solving

social problems related to soclal Jjustice and Christisn charity.
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Hence economilc Queations,aré also rellglcus questions.

Pius X: In splte of the great difficultles that confronted
him, in his relatively short pontificate (1903-14), Plus X
secured practlcal and lasting résﬁlts in therinteraat‘of Catholic
doctrine and discipline. |

Modernism: By 1906, the spirlt of modernism had infected
the minds of a large number of Catholliecs in every rank of scclety.
Modernism may be explained as a tendency towards that radlcal
transformetion of human thought in relatlon to God, men, and the
world, which was prepared by the Humenists and solemnly pro-
milgated at the Freneh Revolution. It would eliminate God from
all soelal life, and 1t eovers Liberalism in all 1ts phases.
Modernlsts endesvoured to "explain away Christian dogms in such
a way as to make it aceord with the dominanﬁyspaculationa of modern
thoughﬁ." ‘(stebbing, "The Story of the Catholic Chureh®", p. 649)
The Sovereign Pontiff recognlized it to be the grsatest enemy of
the Chureh, since its attecks were from within her ranks. It wes
most dangercus, because it aimed at the.very root of Cathﬂiicism,
the falth ltself in 1ts deepest flbres. The Kodernisté went s0
far as to deny the Divine inspiration of the Holy Seriptures in
whole or 1in part. HNodernism affectively'aceomplished its ends
without attracting great attentian, because modernists wore the
closk of Catholicism, while they had killed its soul. Many of
them had kept the words of the Creed, but had changed their

meaning. To ita followers, Modernism was & complete emancipation

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-63 -

teﬁding to weaken ecclesiastlical authority; emancipation of
‘sclence, which must traverse every flesld of investigstlon without
fear of conﬁlicf with the Church; emsnclipation of the State,
wvhich must not be hampered by ecclesliastical suthority; emancipa-
tion of conscience, which must not be controlled by papael defl-
nitions. It wes a splrit of movement and change that abhorred
anything fixed and stationary. The unerring foresight of the
Holy Father saw that 1ts propagatlon would mean the adulteration
and final destruction of that Apostolic Palth of which he was

the guardlan. Once convinced of thils, he struck at the error
with vigour and preclsion by the decree "Lamentabili", or his
Syllabus of July 1907, in which he condemned in sixty-flive propo-
sitlions, the chlef tenets of Modernlsm, many of which were
expressions of insidious heresy. The Syllabus laid bare the
postulates of Modernism which had not been easlly grasped. We can
now recognize how the Modernistas had tried to destroy the foun-
dations of all natural and supernatural knowledge. Moreover, it
emphasized the importance to the laity of having a working
‘knowledge of the chief dogmes of our faith that errors might be
more esslly reecognized and refuted.

This decree was supplemented by the Encyclical "Pascendi"
(September 8, 1907), in which the Holy Father expounds snd condemns
the system of Hodernlsm, pointing out 1ts danger to philosophy,
apologetics, history, liturgy, and discipline. He indicatses in

each case, the contradietlon between the innovation snd the ancient
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faith. He gsﬁshlished an officlal body of "gcensors" of books.

As 1f to put a triple emphasis upon his condemnation of Eedernism,
he subsequently issued the "Motu Proprio”, in which he prnhibité&’
the defence of the dondomned propositions in the Syllabus under
penalty of excommunication (Novembsr 18, 1907).

@allicenism: In Ffance, Pius X had inherited quarrels and
menaces. the frowning antagonism between the radical leaders and
the Holy See reached a climax with the Law of Separatlon of
Church and State (December 11, 1905). Since then the Catholic
Church in France has suffered greater poverty indeed, through the
tithdnaual‘of all financlisl grants, but she has enjoyed & greater
freedom from State control, especlally in the matter of the |
selection of pastors. Pius X firmly refused his consent to the
formation of the “Assocliations Cultuelles”, beesuse these as-
soclations threstened to intrude lay autherity into the natural
operstion of the Church with regard to the ownership and control
of Church property and edifilces. This declision of the Holy Father
recelved the absolute cbedlence of the Cathollcs.

Galliecanism had recelved 1ts death blow 1in the Vatiecan
Councll, and had survived merely as a heresy. But wlth the sepa-
ratlon of Church and State 1t became éxtinet.

Frequent Communion: Before all elée, Pilus X directed all
his efforts to foaster and deepen plety among the faithful. When
Miodernism and irreliglon threatened the very life of the Chureh,

he counteracted those evil influences by calling the falthful to
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frequent, even dally Cbmmunion." (Stebbing, "Story of the Church,"
" p. 650) This he considered to be the ideal for all Cathollcs

who ailm at the true service of God. He revised the rules governing

the Eucharistie fast in favour of the siek. (December 1908)

Further, by the decree "Quam Singulari® (August 15, 191Q), he

declared that little chlldren are it subjects to recelve Holy

Communlon a€ soon &s they attain the age of resson. Hence, he

recommended that the first Communion of children should not be

deferred too long after they reach the age of dilacretion.

Pope Benedlict XV, The Apostle of Peace, (1914-1922):

Elected to the Supreme Pontifleate on the eve of the great World
War, his relgn‘uas filled with sorrow and anxiety. He at once
addressed hlmself to the well-nigh hopeless task of trying to
reconclle the contending nations. His filrst Eneyclleal concluded
with a prayer for Peace. He persevered in his determination to
treat all natlons as his children and so he held firmly to his
policy of complete impertiality. He appealed to the warring
nationé to cease their struggle for the sake of suffering humanity
and for the love of éod.

When he perceived that his appeals for peace were unheeded,
Ahe devoted himself to the Christlan work of iIntervening in fayour
of the wounded, the prisoners of war, and those reduced to hunger
and weant. His efforts were crowned with success and he was.
reﬁyonsible for the repatriation of thousands of men.

His peace polliey was issued six months before the famous
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Pourteen Foints of Preslident Wilson, buf-the Allles could not make
peace at the time, for they consldered Germany then in the ascendant.
Rather than permit this, the Allies continued the war. But the
Holy Father patlently prayed the God of Peace to spare the warring
natlons. And he constantly urged Catholles to gngrd agalnst

; dlssansioﬁa, and to think and aet unltedly.

Pius. XT (1922 ----) our reigning pontiff.

Historical setting--The Advance of Communism in Italy and in

Buraps.

Italy: After the "March on Rome"™ (October 1922), Benito
Mussolinl, with the authorization of King Vietor Emmanusl IIT,
proceeded to substitute s Dlctatorshlp for a Parllsmentary Govern-
ment. The chiel feature of the Fascist State 1s the exaltatlon
of the State. Militariatie in form it glorifies war, putting
the stamp of nobility on the people who have the courage to meet>
it." (Huasélinl) Facism has no use for liberty; it means the
Totalitarian State with "nothing without the State, nothing sgalnst
the State, everything for the State." Education and press are
subject to State control. It tolerates only one political party
and has no use for egual citizenship. Traderunions, called
Syndleatesq heve a place in the government of the State, and the
representative Assembly 1s composed of members ehosen by these
Sy&dicates, which themselves are dominated by the State.

Having selzed the reins of government, Mussolini suppressed

all opposing parties including secret socleties, whose aim he

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-67-

recognized to be the subversion of peace and order. Among the
harmful influences he condemﬁad was Communism, which had almost
gained a footing in Italy. Mugsolini was lisé enough to know
that, as Italy 1s a solidly Catheolie Country, it would be an
advantage to fhe State to eatabllish peace wlth the Catholle Church.
Hence, he sought means to solve the "Romen Question”, which had
vexed both Italy and the Church for more than sixty years (1870).
In 1929, his signature and that of Cardinal Gasparrl were affixed
to the celebrated documents known as the "Lateran Tneaty” and

the "Concordat™. Both were ratified by Pius XI and the King, and
Italy at last became a united state, under conditlons recognized
by the Soveréign Pontiff. At the same time Italy rose from & third
rate power to a natlion of the first rank.

Communism in Europe: In 1ts general significance, communism

is the phlleosophy of a soclal system in which all produstive
property ls owned by the communlty instead of by individuals.
Communistic anarchism would abolish polltical government along with
private property. Socialism,maaﬁs collective ownership by the
'State and the mansgement not of all property, but only of the
material agencies of produetion, distribution and exchange. The
form of comminism condemned by the Church generally becomes mili-
tantly atheistic as in Soviet Russia. HNot only l1s religlion deprived
br State support, but nelther llberty n@ﬁ rights are gﬁanted to it.
Soviet Russla would annihilate religion and the teaching of

religlon to a group of children is made a caplital crime. Again,
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the State officlals were wise enough to realize that the claslng
of the churches would have been stubbornly resisted by falthful
Catholie subjects. Church property was selized, but some churches
were left open for services.

Communistic governments c¢laim the right to train the children |

" from thelr tenderest years. They are taught devotion to the

inastitutlons of their country, and the teaching of athelsm 1s
compulsory in the schools. It 1s a part of the traditlonal Marxian
ereed that religlon is 1naampaxible with Soelsllsm. The Sowist
government, ﬁhenefore, i1s quite right in regarding the Catholle
Church as its chief:enemy, for along with the right to private
property, marriage and the famlly life have been abolished as far ag
_possible. Such unchristian pbinclplss will never be tolepated by -
the Church.

fihile Cathollcs must dread and oppose athelistic communism as
an enemy of the Faith, yét they must not be decelved on occasions
when communists are seeking good alms, such as the opposition to
tyrannical dietatorship, unjust war and cutting of wages. ,Class
warfare based upon viclence snd hatred forms the core of the
communistic government, and it has disrupted Russis and Mexico.

At present, Spaln 1s the victim of its ravages. We may stlll count

-

upon the power of Christianity to reject Soclalistic errors as it
does egolstlc passlons, although it champions truths preached by
modern reformers without retailning thelr 1llusions, and it adopts

the ideal of fraternity without secrificing liberty.
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Christian Marriage: In his Bncyeclical "Casti Connubiil,
the Holy Father reminds men of the dlvine institution of matfl-
mony, lts sacramental dignity, and 1its baryetunl.stability. He
emnhasizas:“that it 1s an immutable and inviolable fundamental
doctrine that matrimony wes not instituted or restored by man but
by God." This has been the constant tradition of the Universal © .
Church, and was solemnly defined by the Council of Trent in 15§3,
which declared and established "from the words of Holy Writ it-
self tﬁat God is the Author of the perpetual staebllity of thé
marriage bond, its unity and its Tirmness.” (Bneyclical, "Casti

‘ Connubii)

Indissolubllity: To prove the indissolubility and firmness
of the marrlage bond, the FPope quotes from Christ Himself Who said:
"What God hath joined together let no men put asundsr.” (Matthew,
XIX, 6) and "Everyone that putteth away his wife and marrieth
another committeth adultry." (lLuke, XVI, 18) And he repeats the
words of Saint Augustine "In the sscrament 1t 1is provided that the
marriage bond should not be broken, snd that & husband or wlfe, if
separated, should not he Joihed to another even for the sake of
offspring.” And the Holy Pather emphasizes that this stability
"does not depend on the will of men nor on that of any merely humen
power, but on divine law, of whieh the only guardian and interpreter
is the Chubeh of Christ. However, not even this powsr can ever
affect,for‘aﬁy cause whatsoever a Christlan marfiage which is valld

and has been consummated." (Bneyelical on Christian Marrilage)
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The union between the contracting parties,symholizes the
unlion between Christ and the Church, and, therefore, those about
to marry "should show a holy reverence towards it, and zealously
endeavour to meke thelr marriasge approach as nearly as possible to
the arehetype of Christ and the Chureh.® (ibid)

Divoree: The advoeates of the neo-peganism of to-day would
advance many and varied grounds for divorce, but the Church
absolutely forblids divorce as she always has done. Thus only may
the contraeting partles be Iinspired with a sense of safety and
security. The stabllity of‘the marriage bond strengthens good-
will and co-operation in the dalily 1ife of husband and wife. Both
partles are enabled to preserve thelr purity end loyalty. The
proper rearing and the education of chlldren are properly promoted,
and many avenues of dlscord, rivalry and Jealousy are closed.

Mixed Marrisges: Moreover, the Holy Father discoufages
mixed marriages, because where there 1s danger of "diversity of
mind, truth and feellng, the bond of union of mind and heart 1s
wont to be broken or at least weskened." (1ibid)

Christien Education: Guoting the words of Christ Himself:
"Suffer the little children to come unto Me," (Mark X, 14), Plus XI
introduced one of his greatest Encyclicals entitled "Chriatian
Bducation of Youth™. 'The Catholie Church has always t&ught that
there can be no true educatlon which is not wholly directed to
Man's last end, and that "in the present order of Providence, since

#od has revealed Hlmself to us in the Person of Hls Only Begatten
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Son, Whufaiona is 'the way, the truth and the 1life’, there can

fbe no ideally perfeet education whieh is not Christ;an eduestion.”
(Bncyelical, "Divini Illius Magistri"} This established the su-
preme lmportance of Christlan eduecatlon, not merely for esch
1nd1€1dua1, but for familles and for thekwhole human soclety,
whose perfection depends upon the perfection 6f the elements that
compose 1t.

The'R;gpts of the Church: Edueation belongs preeminently

to the Church by reason of the expresa misslon and supreme authority
.conferred upon her by her Divine Founder: "All power is glven to
Me in heaven and in earth. Going therefore, teach ye all natlons."
(Matthew, XXVIII, 18-20)} Therefore with authority the Church pro-
‘motes‘lettars, sclence, art, in so far as these are necessary and
haléful to Christian eduéation, in addition to her work for the
salvation of souls. She founds snd maintains scheools and Instl-
‘tﬁtions adapted to every branch of learning and degree of culture.
Her mission in the flieid of edueation embrsges every nation with-
out exceptlon,.and no power on earth may lawfully coppose her or
stand in her way. , ' ‘
State Rights: In the family the father's power is such that

it cannot be destroyed or absorbed by the State; for 1t has the
same origin s human 1ife itself. The State enjoys the rights
conferred upon c¢ivil socelety by the Author of natgre Himgelf, not
by the title of fathefhaed, but in virtue of its suthority to pro-

mote the common temporal welfare, for which it exists. This object
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will be attalned if the families and individuml citlzens have
the freedom to exerecise thelr rights in peace and security, and
4t the same time enjoy the spiritual and temporal prosperity
possible in this 1ife. Accordingly, the funetion of the eivil
authority residing in the State ls twofold: to protect and to
foster, but never to absorb the famlily and the imdividual, or
to substitute itself for them. In the matter of education, it
is the right, rather the duty, of the State to protect 1in 1ts
legislation, the prior rights of the femily as regards the
Christlan education of its offapring, and consequently also to
respect the supernatural rights of the Cﬁﬁr@h in this same realm
of Christian edueation.

The Pope's Wiarning: The Fope warns us ageinst certain

grave dangsrs.
(1) Palse Naturslism which may in any way execlude or wesken the
supernatural Christlan formatlon in the teaching of youth.

(2) Exaggerated Sex-Instruetion which the Church maintains should

be given by a good father and wlse mother. She prefers to stress
modesty as the beat preservative of purity in the young.

(3) Co-Bduecation 1s not objectionable in early training. But during
the stage of adolescence, the sexes should be trained separately.

The Creator intended the sexes to "complement each other in the
femily and in soclety, precisely because of their differences, which
therefore ought to be maintalned end encouraged durlng the years

of formation, with the necessary distinetion and corresponding
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separation according to age and circumstances." (Enecyclical,
fAChristian Education")
Achlevements in Chtlstian Edueation: The wisdom of the

Church's teaching stands out conspicuocusly in the llvas»of the
numerous saints, wham'thé Church alone has prodnsad, and in whom
is perfectly realized the purpose of Christian education. They
heve in every way ennobled and benefited humen soclety. The
saints heave ever been the greatest bsnarastorsvet socliety, and

- among them are found perfect models {or every eclass and prao-
fession, for every state and conditlen of 1life. The work of the
missionarles, who carry the gospel to barbarcus tribes along with
the benefits of civilization and the light of failth, or that of
the founders of soelal, charitable and educsticnal institutions
cannot be measured.

The teachings of our Holy Father upon which I have barely -
touched "is so truly a property of the Church as to form her very
substanca,ﬂsineaﬂahe is the Mystical Body of Christ, the lmmacu-
late spouse of Christ, and consequently & most admirable mother
and an incomparable and perfect teacher." (Encyclical, "Divini
Illius Magistri®)

Ghr;g;;ah Social Frinciples: To commemorate the fortileth

anniversary of the "Rerum Novarum" uf.L.o X111, Pepe FPlus XI who
wrote his Eneyclical, Quadregesimo Anno in which he stated his
soclal principles. He corroborated all the statements of Pope Lso,

and then elaborated the polnts pertaining to conditlons that had
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(1) He condemned the enormous fortunes of the few, resulting in
the oppressive poverty of the multitude of workingmen.

(2) He sought to avert the pending clash between Capitsl and
Lsbour, and pointed out that while the two classes must exist,

vet social justice forbids one class to exclude the other from a

share of the profits.

(3) His wisdom detectsd the supreme cbstagle to peace and coneord
to be a general moral deteriorstion, and he urged a reﬁurn to
Christlan principles in soclal 1ife, pointing out that the Deca~-
logue, which was given to all men, does not provide special laus
for business and another code for private life.

(4} The Holy Father remarks that the immense number of proﬁarty-
less wage-earners on the one hand and the superabundant riches

of the fortuhate fewlon the other 1s &an unanswerable &rgument

that the wealth of this industrial age 1s not rightly distributed.
(8) The free~comgetition of & healthy gulld system hag been re-
plaeced by unbridled ambition for dominance, so that 1ife for the
wage—-earner "haes become hard, cruel and relentless in a ghastly
measure. " |

(6) The Holy Pather probes deeper still and attacks the economic
Nationallism and equally fatal and detestable financial Inter-
nationalism which seeks the glory, wealth and economic supremacy
of the nation at any cost, with no consideration for the rights

~ of other natlions. The Holy Father condemns thias evlil because the
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Nation 1s ﬁade an end in itself, almost to the extent of worship.
The evil 1s leading to the splitting of Chiistendom since every-
where conflict arlses betwseen Nationalism and Cathollcism. .A
powerful bureaucracy in each staté, a rigid centralisation, and
cumpulsory 3tate instructlon are evlils developed along with
Nationalism.

(7) The Holy Father calls upon the world to fall back upon the

. principles of right reason, Christian social philosophy and brotherly

love, which requires us to love our neighboﬁr for the love of God.
Mere soclal reforms are useless unless the root 6f the evlls be
remedied by blotting out 1ll-ordered ambitlon, lust for gain, un-
vbridlad passions andvengresslng selfishness. It 1ls the unquench-
gble thirst for riches and temporal possesslons that impels men

to bresk the 1gus;of God and trample on the rights of their nelgh-
bour. The only remedy is a return to the stern moral law.

(8) As for Sociallsm, the Holy Father says: "It cannot be brought
into harmony with the dogmas of the Gaiholic Church, (because) it
conceives humsn soclety in a way ﬁtterly allien to Christian truth.®
(Quadragésamo Anno, 58}’

(2) Under present soclal conditlons, Pope Pius XI conaiders that
the "Wege Gontfast“ should be modified in such a way ss to give
the wage-earner a part-ownership in the business. In the first
place, the wages pald to the workihgman should be sufficlent for
the support of himself and his family, while mothers of familles,

who should devote their work to the home, should not be enéaged
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outside the domestic walls owlng to the insufficlency of the
father's wages. The guiding spirit in the eruelal declslons
between employer and the employed in their plans and efforts

to overcome obstacles should be that of mutual underatanding

and Christian hermony. To lower or ralse wages unduly with no
consideratlon for the éommon good 1s contrary to soclal Justice.
(10) A long period of unemployment 1s a dreadful scourge causing
misery and temptation to the labourer, and it ruins the pros-
perity of natlons, endangers public order, peace and tranquility
the world over. The State manifests wladom in leaving 1t to
smaller groups to settle business of minor lmportance, while
retaining for its own authority matters of gravity and of greater
Anfluence. The Holy Eather upfges the world to seek remedles for
the economlc and soclal evils now existing in the reformation of
moral conditlons which are leading to the ruln of eountless
gsouls. Let Charity unite the hearts and minds of a people, and

the stabllity of thelr institutions wlll be secured.

The Ideal Catholic Actlon
Qur Pontiff Plus XI has incessantly called upon the Cathollc
laity zealously to forward the work of thg clergy in thelr effbrt&v
to re-establish the Kingdom of Christ on earth. He has named this
"participation of the laity in the apostolate of the Church's
Hierarchy” Catholic ictlion. The apostolic Bark is not a pleasure

boat, but more like a man-of-war, of which all the faithful are
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the crew.. Christ, the Captaln, sssigns to each hls station and )
duty on this boat, that is to ferry us across the sea of time.
Bach must be willing to work hils passage towerds the shores of
eternity, and whether his tasks were performed in the full
light of the upper deck or down in the hldden recesses of the
hold, his work will be rewarded ancarding to the zeat and love
with which he has performed it. W#lthout the loyal support of
the Catheollc lalty, the Holy Father feels he would be unable to
aceomplish his great task of restoring soeial order in the world.
Leo XIII in 1891, called for cooperatlion when he wrote:
"Every one must put his hand to the work which falls to his share,
and that immedlately, lest the evll whilch ls already so great may
by delay becomeeabaelutely beyond remedy." (Rerum ﬁavaruﬁ, 45)
Had these words been heeded, perhaps the outbreak of Bolshevism,
the atrengthening of Soclalism in Burope, the Labour uprising,
and the terrible scdurge of unemployment might have been averted.
Under ecelesiastical control and guldance, Catholic Action
exercises lts influence in every phase of 1life. It alms at the
coordination of efforts and concerted action on the part of all
Cathollc socletles working towards the common end. In it is
nothing new or complicated, for of old the first Christlana waorked
wlth their Blshops and priests to win the pagan world for Christ.
St. Agnes, the tender maiden, and Saint Tarclsius, the fearless
~youth, died for princlplasrthat to~-day are the Iinspliration of all

" Catholie Action.
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Lay people to-day are better educatéd‘in every way than
‘were the péOple of a century ago. 4 vast varlety of sctivities
are clﬁmouping for the attentlon of the alert man or woman, &art,
gharity, philanthropy, polities, education, soclal reforms, the
press, radlo broadecasts, the lnterests of the Catholic Sechools,
Christlan morality and decency of dress, and the cinema. The
layman finds hls way Into flelds where clergymen'cannot penetrate.

That they may adequately gulde others, this phalanx of
soclal workers must prepare themselves with zeal for thelr sublime
work. In frequent Holy Communion, they become familiar with the
secret longings of the Divine Master. Like the Baptist, they
too must be a "burning and a shining light" (John I, 35), since
all are to announce Christ to the world. But the lamp recelves
oil from the careful housewife, burns it up, and changes 1t into
light, and this im its turn illuminates all that are in the house.
(Matthew V, 15) So each participator in Catholie Actlon, having
received the oil of Christian daetrine, must change it into the
light of truth and warmth of life, to glve light to the souls with
whon he works. Indeed, the 1life of the Christian Apostle 1s well
expressed by the meanlngful words of Saint Thomas Aquinas: gilving
to others what you have seen; "As 1t is better to>111um1nata than
merely to shline, so it is better to show to others what you have
seen than merely to see it." There 1s nothing greater to be
accomplished than the restoration of Christianising influences in

family life.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



=FG-

As I to forewarn the Great Sheph@rdvof‘the flock of the
numerous difficultles which would confront him, éhriat endowed
His Church with indefectibllity--not necessarily with peace. IHe
sald: "In the world you shall have tribulation; but be of good

~cheer; I hsve overcome the world" (John XVI, 83, and XV, 20).
The Holy Father 1s ennouragad‘to contimue his fight agalnst the
evll one, when hé contemplates the host of three hundred millions
of Christians firmly linked together with the ald of their bishops
and clergy into an invineible srmy, marching against the common
foe, and bearing aloft the fair white bamnner with lts motto: "Pex

Christl in regno Christi.t
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