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ABSTRACT

During the years from 1612 to 1863 EBssex County beceme
the Land of Canaan for American coloured people fleeing
from southern slavery and slave hunters. Through the
assistance of sympathetic vhite people, free coloured
people dwelling in the northern states and well organized
escape routes, thousands were able to make their way
successfully to British North America. ©Such major
communities as Amherstburg, Sandwich and Windsor became
vell known termini of the Underground Railroad system,

Because of its mild c¢limate Essex County appealed to
many of the refucees and they decided to remain in the
area., During the 1840's and 50's coloured communities
developed in Malden, Anderdon, Colchester, Gosfield,
Sandwich and Maidstone Tovnsh}ps.‘ Some of the people
preferred to reside in town, Snt the majority of them
gettled on farms, Other fugitives morely passed through
the county and took up residence in such places as

i
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Buxton, Dawn Mills and the Queen's Bush,

As their numbers increased such questions as, ald to
the needy, construetion of churches and schools and
prejudice against eoloured people dbecame important
issues in their 1ife. They d4id not, however, have to face
these problems alone, for they had the support of a number
of altruistic ministers, both coloured and white. These
men saw the need for the organization of societies, pro-
viding guidance and stability for the refugees.

11
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MAPS

A map of Essex County showing the location of some of
the settlements of eoloured people can be found at the end
of Chapter IV. The original map, showing the location of
these settlements cancbe found in "Negroes Essex County",

*
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INTRODUCTION

Thought

0f BEquality--as if it harm'd me, giving others the

faso Shtnacs a0 ifits r waeltioas 11 Lt vare

possess the same, alt whiiggn

Froedom is a very precious thing and as our modern
soclety has evolved, it has become more and more precious
to mankind, Once attained, it should de well guarded, It
is a natural thing for any man, brown or white to revolt
against slavery and search for a home where he can live and
work as a froe man,

The British recognized, long before the Americans, that
slavery could not survive as an institution and they passed
laws to facilitate its deecline, For this reason Canada
became a land of freedom for the American slave,

What the c¢oloured people’did after their arrival in
the area of Essex County has been the primary concern of
the author in this paper. It is an area of study and
research which has been scantily covered by historians,

vii
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Since the refuzee slaves from the United States eame in such
larze numbers, many of whom bscame permanemt settlers in
the area, they eould not help but contribute to the growth
and development of the county during the mid-Nineteenth
Century., An attempt, therefore, has been made to give an
account of their activities in some detail,

Without doubt the ¢oloured people who fled to Essex
County should be admired, The majority of them endured
many hardships during their flight to freedom. (Once they
arrived, the sinple fact that they were free 4id not mean
that they no longer had problems to solvey Things with
which they had been provided while in slavery now had to
be worked for, Thay set gbout this task with an undaunted
spirit, Their desire to become independent and their
profound religious eonvictions are greatly admired by the
author, They desired a detter life for their echildren
and attempted to see that they were educated,

viis
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) 4
THE EARLY YEARS OF SETTLEMENT

Blavary in Essex County
The part played by the coloured people in the

settlement of Essex County has for far too long either
been ignored or minimized by local Historians. It was
through the efforts of the Negroes, as well as the white
people, that large portions of forest and bush lands were
cleared for farming and settlement, Eilthough hundreds
of Negroes arrived ragged and empty handed, it was not
long before they found work, for there was no lack of
jobs in those early years of development,

The first Negro inhabitants of Essex County were
actually slaves, vho were owned by the French settlersi
Jacques Duperon Baby held approximately thirty slaves
and Antoine Deseomptes Labadie, a resident of Sandwich,

E. J. La Jeunesse, "Census of the Inhabitants of
Detroit 8ept. 1, 1750% 'Ihﬂ.!innagz_naznnﬁ.nsgignr
P. 54==55 The inhabilants 1isted resided on the
anadian side and ineluded; Chauvin with 2 slaves,
Baubien with 1, Gilles Parent with 2, Janisse with 1
and many others.

X
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bequeathed to his wife in his vilé}ot May 26, 1806, her
choice of any two of these slaves. Simon Girty, a resident
of Malden, was also a slave owner. Colonel Mathew Elliott,
& Loyalist from Virginia, who settled on a homestead in |
Malden Township, was reported to have had sixty slaves, who
lived in huts behind the Elliott residenee? This has been
proven by the fact that in 1807 a ecompany of renegade Negroes,
thirty-six in number, deserted Colonel Elliott and served in
the militia at Dotroitt

With the passage 6f 8 bill by the Upper Canada Legis-
lature July 9, 1793 the right of the Governor or Lieutenant
Governor to grant a license for importing Negroes, who would
be subjected to slavery, was repealed. Howvever, those Negroes
who had been dbrought into the country before the passage of
this Acty were not immediately freed, since provision wvas
made to safeguard the interests of those already possessing
slaves in the provinces

Provided always, That nothing herein contained

shall extend, or be construed to extend, to
lidberate any Regro, or other person subjected ) 7o

Franeis Cleary, "Notes on the Early History of the
County of Esgsex,” ' A
’ Vol. 1y pe

David Botsford, "History of Coloured Folk in District
Filled with Humour, ﬁathos and Industry"é "Negroes Essex

Countz“, Macdonald Ilatory Paparg, No, 1

A, B, Farney, Dr. Fred Park, Farnav Papars, p. 4l
Fort Malden Museunm
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such service as aforesaid, or to discharge them,

or any of them, from the possession of the owner

thereofy==...--or shall have otherwise come into

the possession of any gerson, by gift, bequest

or bona fide purchase before the passing of this

Act, whose property therein is heredby confirmed,

or to vacate or anmul any contract for service

that may heretofore have been lawfully made and

entered into, or to prevent parents or

guardiuns from dinding out children until they

shall have obtained the age of twenty-one years. 9
Furthermore, children born in slavery were to remain in
the service of their mother's owner until they reached
the age of twenty-five and were then to be discharged.
(ictually,,slavery never really thrived in Canada bec:gao
of the ¢old eclimate and small farms in the provinces.
Canada's agricultural economy was too individualiatic
for Negro slavery which was designed for a plantation
econony,)

The Act prohibiting the extension of slavery was
unique for it was one of the frirst of its kind, Its
passage may be eredited to Lieutenant Governor Simcoe, who was
influenced by his connections with the humanitarians and
philanthropists of Great Britain. It made Upper Canada

& place of safety for fleeing slaves long before slavery

3
H

®An Act to Prevent the Further Introduction of Slaves,
and to Limit thg Term of Contract for Servitude within thi

Breyfogel, s Pe 30 "Slavery as an economic
institution becanme ego ent upon a few semi-tropical crops."
Jesse Macy, Anti- s Pe 21
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vas abolighed by the British Parliament in 1833
Devaloovment of the Undersround Railroad

Slaves were escaping from bondage long before the Undere
ground Railroad was organized. They fled to the forests,
mountains and swamps in the southern statasz Although a
number of Negroes succeeded in escaping to some areas in the
northern states where they could not be found, (it was not
until the end of the war of 1812 that the news of the land
to the far North where a coloured man could be safe from
slavery spread among the Negroes.) "...--slaves began to find
their wvay to Canada defore the opening of the present century
(Ninteenth) but information in regard to that country as a
place of refuge can scarcely ge said to have come into e¢ircu-
lation before the War of 1812" 8oldiers from Kentucky
and Virginia returning to their homes after the war conveyed
the news that the Canadian government was well disposed to
defend the rights of the refugee Negroes under its Jjuris-
diction? As slaves were sold and often transported to the
deep South they in turn spread the news of free Canada to
their unfortunate brethren. 8ome were instructed to follow

;7
sJohn He Franklin, Frog _Slaverv to Fraedom, n. 208

W, H, Siebert, Tha Underzround Railroad from Slavery
Pe 27

Abid.y p. 38
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the Big Dipper pointing to the North Star, while others were
guided by those who hagoalready been in the North and had
returned to assist them.

The early Anti-Slavery societies were devoted to the
cause of preventing the enslavement of free Negroes.
Many free Negroes in the northern states had been lured
back to the South and it was the goal of certain men
along the border to attempt to prevent these kidnappings.
These men may be considered some of the first asgents of
the Underground Railroa%% The Underground Railroad move-
ment supposedly began in Columbia, Pennsylvania and by
1815 it had spread to Ohio. By 1831 there were numerous
otationslglong the Ohio River giving: aid to the escaping
fugitives. "“Ohio and the eastern part of Indiana were
predestined by geoé:aphy to take first place as an avenue
of escape for runaway slaves% Furthermore, "Ohio's
early population--New Englanders, Quakers, anti-slavo;{
Kentuckiang--were generally disposed to aid fugitives."

There were various means by which the slaves made

10 ,

uJ. C. Furnas, Good-bya to Unclg Tom, p. 242
uﬂacy. On, Citey ppe 112--13

13Frapklin, Op. Cites pPpPe 2Wleul?
lhﬁrayfogle, Qn, Cit., p. 57

Abid., pe 57
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their escape. Some found it necessary to disguise theme
selves, Men posed as women, women as men, and thosw who
were of a lighter complexion often escaped by passing as
vhite people, while the darker Negroes acted as their
servants. In their flight to the North they followed
rivers, valleys and railroad lines.

As the Underground Railroad continued to increase its
activities, its operations were carried on mostly by Quakers
and free Negroes. One of the most prominent agents was Levi

Coffin, a Quaker and the reputed president of the railroad.

He had settled in Newport, Infiiana, six miles from {go Ohio
line, His homg was used as a depot for the refugees..

Harriet Tubman, having escaped from slavery herself, is
believed to have assisted in the escape of three hundred
slaves. She returned to the South aggroximatoly nineteen
times to lead these people to freedom. Josiah Henson, also
born in slavery escaped with his famiiy and returned south
many times to assist slaves to escapo¥7 There were many others
vho were as equally courageous as the aforementioned in
assisting those in bondage to freedon.

15
X 6liz'eymgle; 00, Citey pe 59
Pranklin, wog Pe 255

1?7
Akid., p. 255
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Es;gx County was one of many termini of the Underground
Railroad, There were several routes through Southern Michigan
vhich the refugees made use of in order to reach Canada.

Those coming from Indiana and Chio could use the western
route by way of Niles, Cassopolis, Vicksburg, Battle Creek and
Marshall, while those taking the eastern route could cgga by
vay of Morenei, Adrian, Tecumseh, ¥psilanti and Detroit,
Many people living in the southern counties of Michigan hid
Negroes in their houses or barns, fed and elothed themzsnd
saw that they were conducted safely to the next station.
There were several people in Detroit who aided the slaves by
concealing them until the opportunity arose to cross the
river to Windsor or Sandwich., S8eymour Finngy, who kept the
Finney House at the south east corner of Woodward and Gratiot
was well known for his assistance to the refugoef% When this
route was under e¢lose surveillance by the agents of the

slave owners, the fugitives were directed northward to the

“Most of the communities along the border served at
one time or another as terminals of the Underground Railroad,
gggitivo slaves erossed the border from Detroit, Cleveland,

falo, from Upper New York and Vermont. They crossed the
Great Lakes in open boats to land at tiny ports in Canada
West or trecked north into the Maritime provinces." R, W,
Winksi Canada and the United Statas, p. 10

9

206- Catlin, Ihe Storv of Detroit, p. 32V

21?- Clever Bald, Michizan in Four Centuries, p. 258
Catlin, Op, Cit., pe. 325
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8t. Clair River. Another route of the Underground Railroad
passed by way of Sandusky. ZThe Regroes boarded boats and
going by way of Marble Head and Kelley's Island they reached
Point Pelee. During the winter months they were cggeealed
under blankets and conveyed over the ice in sleighs.

HNagro Settlara bafore 18%0 in Essex County

Owing to the inaccuracy of the records and the incon-
sistencies of various authorities as to the number of
eoloured people who entered Upper Canada, it is difficult to
estimate exactly how many people took up residence in Essex
County. Before the Fugitive Slave Aet of 1850 was passed
there vere many families settled as free holders. The
earliest known Negro land holder in the county was James
Robertson, a veteran of Butler's Rangers. He was granted a
lot in Colchester Township in 1787? In 1822 there were 11
coloured property owners inMMalden Township; in 1830 there
vere 21 names listed and in 1835 there were 31; in 1838
there vere 40 and in 1848 there were approximately 45 listed

2

Siebert, Ihe Mys g R L
Pe 249-=50 After the enrorcemen of the 1850
lave st such ships as the Bay Flower, the Arro the Bay
City and the United States carried many refugees &o aafoty.
The Arrow is reported to have landed at Detroit where the
refugees. disembarked and were sent on to Windsor by ferry.
At one time Captain Atwood of the Arpow was progsecuted and
fined 63000. ror letting fugitives off at Fort Malden,

fugitive Slave File 5,Fort Malden Museum
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for Amherstburg and Haldoﬁr ¥hile Benjamin Lundy was touring
Canada West in 1632 he was informed that there were approxie
nately 300 coloured settlers near the village of Amherstburg.
As early as 1815 Negroes were already settling in
Colchester Township and by 1821 they were mumrous encugh to
establish a chureh, vhich wvas one of the first coloured
Baptist echurches in Canadi. By 1845 there vere 103 names
of eoloured families listed as free holders in Colchester
Township. There were 2 blacksmiths, James Fielding and
Alfred Cousmins, 1 shoemaker, Eli Highwarden, 1 tobasconist,
George KcRoy and the remainder vere farmers. Fiftyefour gg
the names listed had a total of 11k ehildren of school age.
It 13 also significant that €6 of the men were over 40 years

of age. The fact that so many of the coloured people owned
property elearly indicates that they had s great deal of
initiative and industry.
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displayed during the Rebellion of 1837--38. From December 29,
1837 to Jan. 26, 1838 a company of ggloured volunteers served
under Captain Calwell at Fort Malden. Josiah ﬁonson states

in his narrative that he was captain of the Second Company of
Essex Coloured Volunteers and that he and his men assisted in
the defence of Fort Malden from Christmas 1837 to May 1838?
In Jamuary 1838 the schooner Ann manned by rebels and sympath-
izers dombarded the Essex County shore and went out of control
when fired on by Canadian troops. After drifting down the
Detroit River and going aground near Elliott's Point it was
captured by Josiah Henson and th; coloured volunteerg?
Finally, Capté;n Angus McDonald is said to have been the

captain of a company of ecoloured volunteers in Sandwieh in

1638,

Ald to the Refuzeas
During the early years of settlement there were few

organized societies to aid the fugitive entering the country.

However, there were certain individuals in Essex County who

"Pay List of Captain Celwells Gompany of Coloured
Volunteers at Amherstbur .0 Militia Duty from 29th Decamber
1837 to 25th Jamary 1836", Farney and Park, Qp, Cit., p. 610

red Landon, “Canadian Hegroes in the Rebellion of
1837“ J Yol., 7' No. "F, Pe 37

Ernest Green, "Upper Canada's Black Dof;ngor;;611
ol.
1938 gi gﬁo -

- Ahid., p. 381
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vere active in anti-slavery work, and d4id their best to
assist the refugees. One of the first of these persons
mentioned was Captain Charles Stuart, vho was born in
Jamaica and grew up in a Scottish Calvinist atmosphere.
In 1817 he came to Canada and settled at Amherstburg.
Between 1817 and 1822 about 150 Negroes arrived at Amherste
burg? Captain Stuart came to know most of them and sold
them land at a reasonable rate, along what are known to-day
as Kempt, Broek and George Streets in Amherstburg. During
the years 1829 to 1850 he carried on anti-slavery activities
in both England and the United States. Upon his return to
Canada he became Corresponding Secretary for the Canadian
Anti-Slavery Asaociatiogé

The elder William Wilks ean also be given eredit for
serving the early coloured settlers. At the age of ten he
had been brought from Africa and had lived until early man-
hood in Virginia. About 179% he was converted and began to
preach amongst his people. In 1818 he arrived in Canada
and after living a year in Amherstburg, he purchased forty
acres of land in Colchester Township. There he built a log
meeting house and preached to:tha people every Sunday? When

"Chronology of Captain Charles Stuart", Fusitivg

mns.?u_j. (N. P,)

Skm- ’
Talbot, OR. Cltey P. 2

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



12

a deacon in Detroit heard of his groving eongregation, he
arranged for Wilks's ordination and aided him in organizing
the little group 1nto 2 Baptist church in 1821, For the
next seven years Rovﬂﬁwllka laboured amongst the pooglo and
loft his property to the Church when he died in 18

When Levi Coffin visited Essex County in 184k, he found
Isaac Rice labouring amongst the Negroes in Amherstburg.
S8inoe 1838 he had aided the refugess, At his missionary
home he sheltered many hundreds of fugitives until other
homes could be found for them and he also eonducted a school.
*This (Amhorstburg) was a great landing point, the principal
ternimus of the Underground Railroad of the West."

Isaac Rice faced a heavy task in Amherstburg, He had
little financial assistance and at oho time wvas unable to
pay the freight charges on supplies sent for the poors In
the summer of 1849 over fifty refugees had arrived and were
badly in need of .clothing., Issac Ries appesled in a letter
to the Western Citizen in Chicago for assistances He had
been receiving some aid from the American Missionary
Aggociation since 1848, but acoording to him, it wvas not

o el

z:ihiﬂts Pe 3

37!'"1 Coffin, Raniniseencas of Lavi Coffin, pp. ¥9-=50

Fred Landon e Wopk of the American Missio
A:socintion Auong &hn Sog gaig;-Gh’,

ro Refugoel in Canada VWest
P [ g ’ Vol, XXI
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sufficient to supporg the increasing number of refugees
entaring the country, Within a few years, he was, however,
eriticised for his begging activities.

In the years prior to 1850 immigration of the coloured
people into Canada was gradual. Many of the earlier settlers
remained in the county after the American Civil War, whereas
the majority of those who came after the passage of the
Fugitive Slave Act returned to the United States..

3B
__Ihido' Pe 201
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Il
RELIGIOR AND EDUCATION
AMONGST THB
COLOURED PEOPLE IN MALDEN TOWNSHIP

Zhe Fugitive Slave Act
The passage of the Fugitive Slave Aet by the Congress

of the United States in 1850 meant that slaves could be
reclaimed merely by the master presenting an affidavit of
ownership to a federal judge or commissioner and also,
there was great danger that through the affidavit of an
unserupulous slava—hgntor, free Negroes of the North eould
be sent into dondages:

8ec. 6, That vhen a person held to service
or labor in any State or Territory of the United
8tates, has herstofore or shall hereafter escape
into another State or Territory of the United
8tates, the person or persons vhom such service
Oor labor may be due,ee...~-may pursue and reclain
such fugitive peraon, either by procuring a vare
rante=,,,~~for the apprehension of such fugitive
from service or ladbor, or by seizing and arrest-
ing such fugitive, whero the same ean be done
without process, and by taking, or causing suchee

Landon, Western Ontario and the American Frontier, p. 207
1
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person to be taken, forthwith before sucli
court, judge, or commissioner, whose duty
it shall be éo hear and determine the case
of guch claimant in a summary mannerj; and
upon satisfactory proof being made by
deposition or affidavit, in writing, to be
taken and certified by such court, Judge,
or commissioner, or by other satisfactory
testimony, duly taken and certified

some courtee,,.--to use such reasonable
force and restraint as may be necessary,
under the circumstances of the case, to
take and remove such fugitive person

back to the 8Btate or Territory whence

he or she may have escaped as aforesaid,
In no trial or hearing under this aet
shall the testimony of such alleged fugitive
be admitted in evidence; 2

Consequently, many free coloured people as well as those
just fleeing from slavery entered Canada.

Ald_to the Befucees
Essex County, being the most southern part of Canada

and having a mild climate was quite suitable for settle-
ment by the coloured refugees. "Excellent soils-e-coupled
vith mild temperatures and abundant rainfall, form the
basis of a r;cb_and varied agricultural production,
Markets for which were readily available.

———

2 )
HBenry Commafer, "Fugitive Slave Act September 18,
1850'5 Rn.mmn&.ux_hmmﬂasm. p. 322

Neil Morrison W PPe l==2
In the southern poreion of the eounty the soil is a sandy
loam with the exception of Malden and Anderdon which is
heavy clay. In the northern area of the county the soil
is also heavy clay.

Pe
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Consequent to the sudden increase of the number of
refugees, a number of settlements developed in the county
in vhich the eoloured community centred on church and
school., Since Amherstburg was one of the principal termini
of the Underground Railway, it was natural that anti-slavery
supporters and ministers turned to that thriving community
at the mouth of the Detroit River to give aid and advice
both practical and spiritual to the fugitive,

The American Missionary Association continued to aid
the missionaries in their pursuits. They eoncentrated
their efforts at Malden, giving support to the Reverend D,
Hotehkiss and Mr, Kirkland, as well as Isaac Rice,
“Amherstburg vas a really strategic point for missionary
work as more fugitives crossed--into Canada at this point
than anywhere ¢lse on the frontiar.§ Mr, Hotchkiss was
stationed at Amherstburg some time during the latter months
of 18503

notegﬁi3s§°§§§°?u§§1ﬁ§%egﬁah3ma§§§§s(ngiiin

among the fugitive slaves in Canada West, He

Hisalonary Associations We nyver sav the brother

before yesterday,-~he called on us and passed

the night, We were truly happy to form an
acquaintance with him and believe him to Dowe

R

Landon, "The Work of the American Missionary
Assoclation lmoeg the Negro Refugees in Canada West
1848-=64", Op, “it., PPe 199--200

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

16



17

an able true-hearted soul and well qualified
for his sphere of labour.

During the winter of 1850-«51 hundreds of fugitives
had stopped within the vicinity of Malden and almost
every house was full, By January 1, approximately_two
hundred families had been given clothing by Rovgrend
Hotehkiss and Brother Kirkland, his co-labourer. By the
middle of Jamuary Mr., Hotehkiss reported that aid had been
given to between eighty and a hundrod‘familius. Those
coloured people already residing in Malden Township had
given what they could to aid their destitute brethren.
There were however, several of the old settlers who were
also in need tﬁcmselv0:, because of the destruction of
their erops by a hail storm some time during 1850?

Nevertheless, there were coloured families who were
prospering. In the town of Amherstburg there were fifty-
four families and out of thego thirteen owned property and
forty-one families paid rent., When Benjamin Drew visited

‘_;T‘

"Daniel Hotchkiss" Yaigg_g:,;hg_anisizg, (Jan. 1,
1851)6701. I’ No, 1, Pe 5 ol,

®Asq for fhe Fugitive Slaves", W“'
(Jml71' 1851) ol. I, Ko, 1, Do 2. "O ¢ 2

"A Letter from Rev, Pavid Hotehkiss", !.nug_q.g_tha
_nxiséxg (Jan. 15, 1851) ol I, Fo. 2, p. 1, ol,

D, Hotehkiss, "A Lotter to the Edi sFeb, 4

1851“ R'v bk% : ’ P‘b. 26’ lasl)tgr I' No. 5’

Col.. Aecording to Rev, Hotchkiss thore were
npprozinatoly 24+ goloured people in the Amherstburgee
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Amherstburg in 1854, he reported there were between four
to five hundred coloured peoble in the area? He was assured
by some of those people, who had regided in the free states
before coming to Cangdu, "that hero.the ecoloured people
vere dgéng rather better than the same class in the United
States", |

While there were many individuals who needed some
type of assistance upon their arrival, there vas a general
aversion to begging for food and elothing. "We know from
experience and observation that such help is only temporary
and degrading to all vho are the recipients thereofy not
only 8oy it has evg{ been a 'bone of contention' in Canada
among the refugees." It was believed that this was the
opinion of nine-tenths of the coloured people and.all those
wvho acted as nissiggarios, with the exception of Isaac J,
Ri{ce of Amherstburg. In April 1852 Isaac Rice was openly
rejected by the directors and others of the Canada Coloured

vieinity. According to the Census of 1051-=2 there were
138 males and 67 females in Amherstburg. In the township of
Malden there vere 142 males and 137 females. Cgnaus of

Benjeain Drev, A Northaide Vigw of Slaverv, p. 348

umoo P 3"‘8

Pe 2. Ole
12 ‘
Abid.,

(Fch 12’ 1852) Vol II’ No. ll"
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Missionary Society., They claimed that begging was carried on
in the name of the society which profited one or two indi.
viduals and a amalllgliquc. The needs of many sick persons
had been disregarded. The directors, Rev., Henry Stafford,
Pleasant Kidd, William A, Jackson and James Green, cautioned
the publie to be on their guard and vithdizy themselves from
any connection with the missionary society, After having b;;n
rejected by the Baptist congregation, Isaac Rice disappeared.

Achievements of the Bafuzees
The eoloured peoplo vere without a doudbt adapting them-

selves admirably to their nev homes. In addition to farming
many wvere engaged in various trades} sonme were shop keepers,
blacksmiths, shoemakers and taebacconists.

According to Benjamin Drew one of the bost hotels was
kept by a “very intelligent eoloured nan%? Levi Foster
was known to have run a hotel and livery stable during this
period and was apparently prospering, for he advertised the
beginning of a stage line from Windsor to Amherstburgs

Mr, Levi Foster of Amherstburg Canada West

would inform his friends and the public gener
ally that he has neatly fitted up a hotel onee

___13
“Isaac J. Rice and Baptist Mission", 1319e_g£_§h;
muﬁu (April 8, 1852) Vol. II, Fo. 8, p. 2, vol.
15
IﬂEsZ!13l.!1Ih_élJdJLlﬁﬁhﬂﬂhlJll:ﬁh.lS;.lﬁﬁ&
DI'QV, M" Pe 3“'9
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Market Street for the ascommodation vf such as
may favour him with their patronage, His prin :l -—
ahall be liberal, and no tﬁo and pains spared to

render utisfuetlon to his customers, He has also

& variety of splendid carrisges and horses to let

connected with the above establishment for the

sscommodation of the publie.

A refugee, Janes Gmith, came to Halden with gu vife
because of the passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill, At this
time they were not well off and depended upon their ladour
for their living, Smith soon found work in Sloan's stone
quarery in Anderdon and made about four shillings per day.
Mrs. Smith made what she could by seving and vith their
suall savings they began a grocery shop. 4s their dusiness
increased Mr, Bmith {;n up his job at the quarry to assist
his wife in the store, His shop vas reported to have deen
one of the best grocery shops in the town of Amherstdurg.

William Lyons, & skilled joiner, had been working in
Amherstburg for two years after ooming from Ohio, He had?
approximately fifteen shillings a day for his labour, It vas
his opinion that "the eoloured people here sre doing well
e=sse==There i3 less vhisky drinking by eoloured people

here than in any plsee I imov of, They use less in my

]
i Foster's Hotel", W (June 3,
1852) go}. 11, Noes 12, po by .

99““'1 O0a Cites Do 353

Rev, VWillian Troy, Hair-Rrasih Escaces Irom Slaxarx.tg
MO PPe 20-=)
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20
opinion than the whites in general,®

Elisah Valentine fled from North Carolina to Ohio and
then made his wvay to Amherstburg. BHe rollowad;the profession
of a cook for two or three years on lake stesmers and at
times in hotels. He became a deacon of the Baptist Chureh,
®I may say here, to the credit of Mr. Valentine and his wife
that they would be an honour to any community. Theglnro
known as an industrious and highly respected family."

In order to assist the new comers the society known as
theagruo Band Society was fommed in Amherstburg in September
185%, James Smitg previously mentioned, vas a member of the
Board of Directors. The membership of the True Band Soclety
in Malden was approximately six hundred persons, Both women
and children could be members after the payment of a small
monthly fees

The objects of the association were come
grohensivo; they included the improvement of
he schools, the increase of the school

attendance among the coloured people, the

abatement of race prejudice, the arbitration

of disputes bdetween coloure& persons and the

employment of a fund for aiding destitute per-
sons just arriving from slavery, the #mpression

»
N

Drew, Qu.. Cit., p. 358
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of begging in behalf of refugees by self-appointed
agents and so forth. 2%

The True Band Society of Malden 4id a great deal of
good work. In particular, they rendered assistance to Mr.
Blackburn, a refugee slave from Tennessee. He had taken six
months to amke his way to Canada and suffered greatly from
the intense c¢old of winter, having been frost bitten in both
legs. When he arrived he was placed in the care of the
soclety at Amherstburg. At this time Mr. Blackburn was
entirely helpless, but through the aid of the society he
vas able to securg & position within twelve months and

became independent.

Aducation

After having become established one of the primary goals
of the coloured people was to see that their children
scquired an education, In Amherstburg the children applied
for admission to the common school. At a meeting held by the
Public School Trustees on April 1, 1851 it was decided to
call a meeillng with the teachers for the purpose of hearing
their opinion on the matter. There must have been some
indication of discrimination dn the part of the white people,

e

Siebert, Ihe Underzround Railrgad from Slavery %o
2 ’ Pe &30

T?°Yi'Qna_213¢' p. 22
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as the board brought up the question of appealing to the
public to take the responsibility for keeping the coloured
children from entering the public schools, At the meeting
on April é, 1851 teachers were advised to send all eoloured
children requesting admission to the schools to the tru:toe%?

In the following year Mr. A, K, Dawson and My, A,
Bartlet, public school trustees, were appointed to ¢all on
the éolourod people and "if necessary engage & teacher for
themt! A few days later Mr. Bartlet reported that he had
engaged Mr, Underﬁood, & young eoloured man, to teach the
children,. Since the ecoloured people were satisfied with
Mr. Underwood, he was hired for the year 1853 at a salary o
sixty dollars including the rent of a school room and fusl,
In the following year Miss July Turner was engaged as &
teacher and remained until December 1856,

It was during the spring of 185% that Benjamin Drew
visited Essex County and found the coloured school in Amherst-
burg in operation. At the time there were twenty-four students
in attendance. The school house was a small low duilding
containing neither dblackboard nor chair. Along the sides

“ig'xing Street 8chool References" :
Public Schotl Trastess 1851-e10hs, spril $ousiipsf-tbe—
5 o9 July 8, 1852
2§Ih14,, Jan. 15, 1853
Xhid., Dec. 18, 18%6
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of the room there were long benches with desks in front of
them, "The whole interior was comfortless and reyulsivo?e
Obviously, the School Board was not over generous in giving
aid to the coloured school at this tinme.

With the resignation of Miss Turner, Mr. J. B, Williams
vas hired in Jamary 1857 to teach. BEowever, he proved
unsatisfactory to the coloured people, who’potitionod the
8chool Board to replace h13% Mr, Taylor was then hired
and Miss Oreen appointed as assistant teacher. Mr. Iaylor
remained at the coloured sechool until 1868?' With the passage
of time and theAincreasing demands of the coloured inhabite
ants, conditions in the school were improved, In 1858 Mr,
Brush and Mr. Boble, members of the School Board, rented a
house from Mr, Lewis at the rate of thirty-six dollars per
year to be used as a schoo ?

In 1864 the School Board purchased a house and lot on
King .§£°°t to be used as a school for CMS0.00 from Mr. T,
McOuire. In 1868 the Board allotted $200.00 for enlarging

the school house. The school was in operation for a few

30 :
3191'“. 9p. Cite, p. 348
"King Street School References", QOp, Cit., Jan. 13,

1858 32
33MQ’ Dec. 15, 1866
3“;h15., April 5, 1858

Ibid,, Peb. 22, 1864
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years after 1900 and vhen it vgs closed down the children
wvere sent to the common :choog. In spite of the fact that
the coloured people originally wanted their own school, no
real effort was made on the part of the School Board %o
integrate the children in the common sechool, When Mrs. Levi
Foster requested the Board to admit her children to the
public school in 1871 the family received a refusaly
At a meeting of the Common School Trustees
your vife's application for the admission of
your children into the white department of the
common school, as she chose to term it, was read
and eonsidoroam :
The trustees are of the opinion that it is
inexpedient to alter the present arrangement
of the different departments in as much as the

coloured department is sufficient for the wants
of the coloured people,

Advancemant of Religion
The majority of the coloured people were deeply relig-

ious, hence, through the guidanece of their own ministers
end with aid from others, churches were established and
Sunday schools econducted for the education of both young
and old, The Amherstburg Baptist Assoclation was formed in
1841 and was composed of three churches, the Amherstburg
Baptist Church with 19 members, the Detroit Baptist Church

35

"King Street School Reference" Qn.,_lcru. April §
1871, This letter was written to !r.’Lovi ost;r and zigﬁed
by the supporters of the common school--Ed Anderson, Charles
W. Thomas, Andrew Botsford, James Dunbar, and Lex Jones.
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vith 17 members and the Sandwich Baptist Chureh with 11
nembergz

In Amherstburg, during the early years, worship vag
carried on in the homes of different members. The mission
fed and cared for refugees until they could acquire a means
of livelihood, In 1845 the first church was built. Rev.
Anthony Binga was the pastor of the Amherstburg church from
1841 to 1854, He became an itinerant preacher for a time in
order to raiso.funds to aid in the construction of the church.
All timbers for the church were taken from the bush and hewn
by hand and all‘sheeting and clap-boards were secured in the
same manner. -The master carpenter was Deacon George Crawford
and his assistant was Nacy MoCurdy. They were aided by
Deaoons Elisah Valentine, John Lyons, Ralph Adams, David
Medley, Henry Foster and George Fronch?

In 1847 two nev churches, the Colchester Baptist and
the First Baptist Church of Hamilton joined the Amherstburg
Baptist Assoeiatio:? Déspite the fact that during 1849
there was a great deal of internal discord, the association

37 :
382‘1591": Op, Cit.y» p. 6
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flourisggd spiritually and increased in membership and in
churches®,

Revs William Troy became pastor of the Amherstburg
Baptist Church in 1854 and remained there for three years,
after which he went to Windsor: He was born in Essex County
in Virginia on Mareh 10, 1827, His grandmother was a white
woman ggd his mother a free person of colour, making him free
as well, His father was a slave who eventually purchased
his freedom, and the family moved to Cincinnati,

Ro&izgroy had been residing in Amherstburg only a few
weeks when Benjamin Drew made his tour through the area. He
informed Mr, Drew that about 100 persons usually attendag
divine service and the majority of these had been slaves.

The ehureh had 1tgh;argost membership in 1857 when 192
members were registered..

About five miles from Amherstburg in the township of
Malden thore was a small settlement kmown as Mount Pleasant.
It vas located on the eighth concession and a Baptist church

Ibides pe 16, In 18%% the Little River Baptist Chureh
joined the Associationgu:n 1856 Windsor Baptist Church joined;
in 1862 the Gosfield ehurch joined and in the same year the
Colchester church applied for admission. The Puce Baptist
Church was admitted in 1863 and in 1870 the New Canaan
Baptig; Church applied for admission. Jhid., pp. 18--22

Troy, 90 . Cit., p. 1

3
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Talbot, Op, Cit., ©p. B2
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vas built on Lot 88, vhen John Hedgeman donated a portion of
his farm for their use. In 185 there vere 52memders, but
in 1906 the ehurch was no longer used,

The African Methodist Episeopal Church which had deen
organised in 1816 in Philadelphia sent missionaries to
Canada in 1837. Rev, ¥, Cannon organized the Nasrey A.M.E,
Church in Amherstburgs The property for the church wvas
purchased in 1848 from Alexis Gallitesu for £97.,10,0. The

trustees vere Luke Snowden, Martin Maddison and Isaae Browdy.

Services vere held in a log house until the present church
vas built,

8ince the Canadian Conference of Churches was sudbject
to outside interference, it waa decided to organize the
ehurches into an independent body known as the British
Methodist Episcopal Church. The first dishops of the B.NM,E,
Church were ¥. Naseray, 1856-75o R.R, Digney, 187%5-=86 and
Rev, Walter Havkins, 1886-9%» Dispite the split with the
A,M,E, Chureh the original churech retained a membership.
In 1869 there were 6% memders in the A M.E, Chareh. In 1673
there vere b1 memders in the B.H.E. Church and 30 scholars.

mmmmw

!!otol froa Mp, A, MoCurdy
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The Colonial Church and School Society also carried on
missionary work among the refugees in Amherstburg. Rev,
John Hurst, who wvas stationed at 8t. John's Church Sandwich
in 1860 reported that the coloured people were taking an
interest in the Church of England, He also found a diminish-
ing of prejudice against the white people. The eoloured
people attended the Sunday School with the white people.

SLonclusion
When 8, G, Howe visited Malden in 1863 he found that

there were 71 property owners in town. He ¢laims that there
wvas one coloured tax payer to every ll of the eoloured
inhabitants. 1In 1870 there were 101 householders listed.
These people bad a variety of occupationsjy George Crawford
was a carpenter, Willism Carter a blaecksmith, Jacodb Taylor
a teacher, Racy McCurdy a carpenter, Henry Pitzbutler a
teacher, Levi Foster a livery keeper, (by this time he had

given up his hotel because of the temperance movement),

George Taylor a shoemaker, Anderson Ueney a barber and
Elizabeth Smith a crocer.

(Both the churches and the schools provided a center of
stability for the refugcos;) It was to these places that
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they turned for guidance, and their physical as well as
spiritual needs were provided for. They wvere encouraged
to make use of those trades which they had learned in
slavery. From all evidence the coloured people did prosper
in Malden Township.

In spite of the fact that the ecoloured people were
forced to have their own schools, they were not rejected
in all levels of life by the c¢community. The Town Council
often had a member of the coloured community among its
representatives and at various times they held positions
on the Publie School Board. They added to the growth and
advancement of the community and proved that they were as

capable as any wvhite person,

L)}
"Notes from Mr. Natress", Fugitive Slave Fila ]l
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I11

AGRICULTURE A8 A LIVELIHOOD FOR THE REFUGEES
IR

COLCHESTER, ANDERDON AND GOSFIELD TOWNSHIPS

Dasire for Land

The primary goal of many of the fugitives from slavery
both independently and under the guidance of various orga?-
izations was to purchase land and to clear it for farming.
8ince a large rnumber of the former slaves were accustomed
to tilling the soil, they applied their past experience and
knowledge to the fertile lands of Essex County, Within the
pages of the "Voice of the Fugitive" articles referring to
the quality of farm land in Canada ean frequently be found:

We know it is & very common thing to hear

slave holders and those who favour the American

Colonization schemes say that Canada is very

cold, that crops will nat grow as they will in

the States, and that theé fugitive will perish

here with cold. Now so far from such state-

ments being true, the e¢limate is very little
colder here than it 48 in the northern part ofee

—

Lannon, “Agicultnre Anong the Kegro Refugees in
Uppg; Canada," Pamphlets on thae Nazroe n Uopar Canada,
Pe

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Kentuelky, In proof of this, we have good erops
of tobacco raised here overy year for market,
and sweet gotetoou. a root vhieh requires a
vara ol rov and do well, in the nouthorn
of Canala West. 1In additlon to this

of n and vngotation that growvs In the
North Western 8tates is raised hore, as the soil
is of a superior quality and the ellnn
favourable, 2

In Colehester, Anderdon, Gosfield and Maidstone Townshirs

traots of land vere farmed by the coloured people,

Asguiaition of lLand in Colghaster

In Colchester Township there were four known settle-
ments of coloured people, the Village of Colschoster, New
Canaan, Gilgal and Pleasant Valley, In 1851 there were
300 males and 233 females registerod as inhabitants of the
township, VWhen Benjamin Drev passed through the area in
18%%, he was informed that there vere M50 coloured persons
in the vicinity of Colehester Village, Large portions of
the land under cultivetion had been cleared by these
refugees, Robert Relson, vho had been in the areas since
1844 claimed that the eoloured residents cleared approxe
imately two-thirds of ths land in Colchester Township.

-

"The Price and Quality of Canada Lands",
s (Hareh 12, 1881) Vol, I, No. 6, p% . 2

;c.nm of Canada 1651-=2", Fugitive Slave File S,
Drev, 0Da Vites Do 367

5
dhides pe 371
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The farms slong the Lake Erie shore as far back as the
fourth concession werc inhabited almost entirely dy white
people with only an oceasional farm owned by a eoloured
man, "“These farms are not generally so thoroughly or so
neatly cultivated as those of the whites, tboggh there are
some vhite men's farms no better than theirs,” Beyond the
fourth concossion the farms belonging to the eoloured
people were more numerouse The refugees had penetrated
doeper into the bdush than any of the white aottlorlz

Some of the refugeos leased small portions of wild
land for six or seven years. However, by the time the
land vag cleared tho lease had exﬁirod in many cases and
tho settlers vere turned off the land and were foreced to
move further into the woods, They profited by their mis-
takes and bdegan to acquire land of their own,

David Orier, a refuges, who arrived in 1531 olaimed
to have cleared betwsen 70 and 80 acres of leasesland,
from which he derived no benafit, Ee was of the opinion
that the wvhite people took advantage of the refugee in
order %o have their land cloarsdg |

In spite of the hardship; that had to be overconme,

6
Drew, Qpa.Citey Do 368

IH&Q pe 369

8
élhiﬂﬂr Pe 371

dhidsy pe 373

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

33



there were many families who became prosperous, Robert
Nelson claimed to have owned 191 acres of land and a house;
Bphraim Waterford owned s fara of 200 aeres of wild leand
with five acres ¢lear; Eli Artis held 2% acres of land of
which he hed eight zeres cleared; Ephraim Casey owned a
farm of 60 acres and stoek, which he had purchased from g
vhite man and Rev, William Ruth held 50 acres of cleared
1mproggd land and an orchard as well as 70 acres in New
Canaan, Other well known residents of the township werej
Jo Hughbanks, who eame to Essex in 1847, held 60 acres in
Colchester Village and was a member of the School Board
for twolve years; 8,C, Hiekson, who settled in the eounty
in 1858, held 163 acres on the North Middle Road and was
elso a school trustee; Esquire Hamilton, who came to Cenada
sbout 158h6, held 37 acres on the Gore Road in south Cole
chester; D, R, Davis, who gettled in Essex in 1851, owned
150 scres on the fifth coneession and Henry Graham, who
eame to the county in 15647 became the owner of 260 acres on
the ssoond concession in south Colehester,

The settlement ;g New Ca?aan was estadlished by Rev,
E, Kirkland about 18%51. It was located ncrth of Harrow

10
uxnm. 3 DPDe 370=ef

Hotes Lrom Alvip MoCupdy
12

) c!gng_nx_sm_&umn. (Feb, 12, 1351) Vol I, Bo, k&,
Pe 2y “Ol,
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on the Gesto Roasd and approximately ten miles east of
Amherstburg, In the area there was six thousand acres of
Canada Company Land for sale, priced from $2,00 to $2,50
per asres

Kr, B, Kirkland reported that the people in the
settlement were progressing well in clearing their lands
and those vho g§§ arrived in the fall of 1850 already had
large c¢learings, A good school and meeting house had been
eonstructed under his znidanci. By 1852 there wers adout
twenty families in the area. Their school held dally
elasses and r;%igious services were also held regularly in
the settlement,

When Benjamin Drev visited Colchester he was teld that
®"Hew Canaan is going to be one of the finest and most |
beautiful places, It has every advantage necessary to
make it a fine settlement. It is govered with heavy timber
and has a first rate soil. The settlers arolgoing extra- |
ordinarily for the time they have been there", By this

13
3’Canada Lands® ¥n§sgsn:_xhn_£n1151xn; (June %, 1851)
Vol Ii,’NOo 12, Ds 2' &O g
"Temperence, Schools Bte.", lnﬁ!_ag_mdmn
(me;l’zs' 851) Vol, I' Ko, 7’ Pe 1’ ]
W(Fﬂh 12, 1851) Vol, I, No,
by Pclgt *

13
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time there were about forty families settled there, Their
holdings were about 100 acres each in area and approxise
ately thrsa-quarters of the settlers h;g already paid off
their land and vere making improveaents,

G11gal and Pleasant Valley were two other farming
settlements in the vieinity of Harrow, The former vas
located on "alker Road near Harrow and was estadlished by
the MeCurdy ruu;? The latter wvas just east of Harrowv,
Both settlements had a chureh and school,

By 1860 there were 170 land owners amongst the refugees
in Colehester Township, One man, Charles Hatfield appears
to have owned property on three different eoncessions,

200 aeres on Concession 4, 5 acres on the Gore and 25 acres
on Concession 1, Lawson Atkins held 200 asres on the
fourth eoncession; James Poston held 200 acres on South
Middle Road and James Smith owned a 200 aere fara on North
Middle Roagg There were 24 eoloured people vho held faras
between 100 and 200 acres in size, 42 who held property
betveen 50 and 100 acres and approximately 107 wvho had

holdings of less than 50 aecres, Included in the list were
the names of seven women vho held property; the wvidow
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Tisdale held half an acre on the first concession, Hancy
Pettiford owned 50 acres; Sarah Matthews owned 25 acres,
Eliszsadbeth lang owned 33 acres, Bobggca Hyroarden owned 25
acres and Sarah Bard owned 50 acres.

The majority of the refugees had little diffieulty
in finding employment after their arrival, Robert Nelson
stated, "It is reported throughout the world, that eoloured
people cannot live here; I have been here ten years and have
seen none starving yet, Any man that will work can get
ten dollars or tu;%vn dollars a month eash, and more if he
takes it in trade.* In 1866 there were 201 heads of families
listed as residents of Colchester, From all 1ndioatiog§
the majority of these pecople resided on their own fams,
The fact that 80 many of the refugees came to own fairly
large holdings of property is further proof of their
industry and independent spirit.

Settlements in Anderdon
There vers two known settlements of refugees in Anderdnn
Township, Mardle Village and Haiti, The former was a
collection of huts vhich gradpnally inereased in pumber
around the vicinity of Anderdon quarrye. The latter extended
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in area from the second to the geventh eoncesgsion in
Anderdon,

Captain Sloan was the owner of the Anderdon quarry,
nov Allied Chemical Company property. He wvas a retired
British naval otficcr. wvho was interested in anti-slavery
work, "If not directly concerned in the business of the
Underground Htilvny,‘he wvas at least yory kindly dispogsed
tovards the fugitives from oppression.® Captain Sloan had
a son of the same name, wvho was a mariner on the Great
Lakes, He was also gympathetic towards the plight of the
coloured people, and ggeqnently transported them from ports
in Ohio to Amherstburg.

One of the neighbours of Captain Sloan was Mre. R,
Wingfield, who provided land for the settlement of the
refugees, The lots were on the north side of the Texas
Road and on the west side of Concggsien 2 north of the
quarry and were Imown as Gore lots,

Besides being engaged in farming, many of the residents
of Anderdon worked in the quarry or in Thomas's sawmill,
The majority of thess people lived along the Texas Road,
Because of their psst experience in agriculture in the

£

25§otafbrd,.2n._£1;,,

g Hotes"y Pugitive Slave File §
Botsford, Qpe Cites

2?Ihiﬂno

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



United Btataes, the soloured refugeecs were adept in the
handling and euring of tobacce leaves, The so0il in
Anderdon is no longer eonsidered suitadle for the culti-
vation of tobaego, tut in the last century a great deal
of ggbaoeo was grovn in the area and shipped from Amherste
turg., Much of this work was done by the refugee coloured

people,

Earming in Gaafisld Iownahin
In 1851 there were 33 males and 30 females residing

in Gogfield Township. When Benjamin Drev visited the
township he found that there were 78 coloured psople living
there, With the exception of two or three heads of families
the remainder held clear deeds to their land,

One of these men, John Chapmen arrived in Gosfield
vhen it wvas primarily wild land, There were only three
eoloured people in the area at this time and farmers raised
only enough to provide for their own needs, By the time
Mr. Drev arrived all were making a good 1171u3? Another
refugee, Thomas Johnson, took a 50 aere plece of land and
cleared it, Upon his arrival.in Essex he had leased land
but after clearing it, he vas foreed to give it up. When

25
2§Ihldn!
"Census of Canada 1851~--2%, On, Cit.,

30
Drev, 90a.Citsy pe 379
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this experience was repesated s second time, he vas deter-
mined to purchase his own farm. In 1361 there were 87
eoloured rasidents of Gosfield, In the reecords there is
also mention of one ¢oloured cchooi? In 1866 thore were
29 heéds of families listed as residents of the townahig.
They 444 nct live in a elosely knit community but wers
seattered throughout the townsghip,

Churches and Sahools
At the time of the founding of the Amherstburg Baptist

Agsociation, the log ¢hireh in Colchester built by Elder
William Wilks was the only coloured chureh ediface in
Egsex County, ' When the property was lost to the Longpoint
Baptist Association Mathew Matthews gave one-quarter of an
acre of land for the establishment of a Baptist Churgg on
the third concession about three miles west of Harrow, In
1862 1t had its highest membership of 26 and in 1906 it was
oxtincgi

In 185% the Baptist Church at New Canaan requested

B S
Abidsy pe 381

*Coloured Population of Essex County Census 1861"
"ﬂczrg;m Essex County” Macdonal Iilgtorical Collestion Hoe 18

i :
"Notes og Interviev from Tommy Johnson Oct, 1961%,

Talboty Ope.Litey Po W2
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nentaershis in the Amherstburg Association and was accepted,
It azain applied for membership in 1670, for during the
intervening years it had lost its membership through fallure
to attend meetings, In 1854 thers vere seven members and
in 1871 there wers eight, In 1872 the ehurch was extinct,

The Baptist Church in Gosfield appiied for admission
to the Amherstburg Association in 1862, when it withdrew
from the Longpoint Agsociation, There were 29 menbers
registered in tha ehurch in 1862 and 33 in 1375, The
church was extinet in 1908,

Iin the early days the Methodists had preaching
stations at Literty Chapel and the Plains, also one called
the Lake and one in Anderdon, All of these stations vere
served by Elder Butleg? When & eonforonco'or Methodists
was held in S5t. Catharines in 1873, there was mention only
of two stations :gd these wers both in Colchester at New
Cansan and Harrow, At New Cansan there were 21 menbers
and 30 scholars at this time, and at Harrow there vere

36
3 sy De 17

38m0 s Po 42
Bglhld-u pe 19

nleran { :JIX?1I}"1XYT1I?Tﬂmﬂ‘rTli?TfT’T'Tllﬂﬁﬂfﬁﬂl.-5
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17 members and 10 scholars. Although the mumber of members
of the aforementioned churches are very small, it does not
mean that others did not attend church services. When Rev.
John Hurst visited New Canaan not less than 100 people
came to hear him preac:%

From the mumber of schools that the coloured people
had, it was quite evident that they placed a great deal of
importance on education They had their own schools at
New Canaan, Pleasant Valley, Gilgal, Sloan's Quarry and
the one mentioned in Gosfield, Members of the MeCurdy
family are reported to have taught in the sehool at Gilgal.
In 1852 they had a 'flourishinﬁ3sehool" at Nov Canaan in
which Miss Lyon was the teacher,

Before 1850, coloured, indian and white children
attended the S8loan school, Because of prejudice the coloured
people were forced to appeal to Ottawa gic for permission to
establish a separate school, Some 125 families, resident of
Marble Village signed a petition and eventually they were
granted permission to have their own school without financial
backing from the government. The children were moved to a
small building on the Sloan property. In order to maintain

3
“Coloured Settlements and Schools", mgingagz_ing
M’ (J‘ng 29’ 1852) Yol. II' No, 1’ Pe 2' ol 1
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the school the children were required to pay twenty-five
cents a month. In time the coloured people were able to
purchase from Mr. Wingfield a sma%t tract of land with a
log house on the second concession,

The school opened in 1850 and Miss King was the first
teacher. Her salary was approximately $200,00 a year.
Other teachers who later served at the school weres Miss
Julie Turner, George Simons, Mr. Coxfield, Mr. Pocoock,
Mr. Harris, Miss Christian, Jacob Taylor, Alexander
Mackenzizg Miss Round, Miss Madeline Foster and J. H,
Alexander.

Soncluaion
The state of freedom in which the eoloured people

eould 1ive in Canada allowed them to turn to any type of
occupation which suited their interest and ability. The
faet that cheap land was still availadble for development
vas of great importance to their uncertain status in an
unfamiliar jand., They had the choice of working for others
or for themselves. It was the latter state of independence

which Henry Bibb in the Yoica: of the Fugitive and others
vho were interested in aiding them, encouraged them to

*Records Kept by Peter Stokosﬁ King Street, Amherstburg

about the Coloured People Securing their 8chool®, "Negroes
Essex, County*, Macdonald Historical Collection No, 1, p. 17

4Abid.y p. 18
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strive fore They were no longer ons of many slaves working
for the master, but rather independent souls, who were able
to use their own initiative for their own benefit and that

of their brethran,
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v
RURAL ARD URBAN LIFE
IR
SANDWICH AND MAIDSTONE TOWNSHIPS

dhe Conkimuine Tide of Bafuseas

Because of their proximity to Detroit, Sandwich and
Windsor stood out in importance as the termini of the Under-
ground Railroad, Along the banks of the Detroit River many
touching scenss of eouraze and thanksgiving were viewed by
the inhabitants, On the Detroit side some poor refugees,
elosely pursued by their masters were ioon hurriedly boarding
a forry. On the Canadian side they were seen shedding
tears of joy upon arriving at a land wvhere they were free.

As previously stated, the Pugitive 8lave Act greatly
inoreased the number of arrivals. "We do not believe that
the time has ever been when there wvere more slaves making
thelr ese¢ape to this province than there are this fall and
winter from the South notwithstanding all that there gns
been said and done to enforse the Fugitive Slave law,"

1
"Ro more Slaves can Eseape®, xnésg_nf.sha_gngzszzn,
(D'Qo 17. 18%51) Vol I’ Ro, 26’ Pe t"’ Ode

by
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To state exactly how many fugitives arrived at Windsor
and Sandwieh is impossible, since no accurate records wvere
kept and many people went inland. During the years 1851--52
the Voice of the Fugitive reported a contimious influx of
coloured people. It was reported in the edition of August 27,

1851 that:"Fugitive slaves are constantly arriving here
from all parts of the South. We have just been called on by
a very fine looking man from Louiaiana.-—...--severgl from
Kentucky and Missouri and some from North Carolina®, In
the following year another report stateds "The Underground
Railroad is doing good business this spring. Not less than
fifteen passangers have landed here from the South within

a few days,who hevor knew what freedom was beforo”? In
December of the same year it was again reported that: *The
Underzround Baiiroad cars are making regular trips and
landing passangers here almost every day, who come with
cheerful hearts, leaving the econdition of slavery behind;
and the slave hunters are frequently seen and heard at the
Detroit River edge, but dare not venture over, l¥st the
British lion should lay its paw ﬁpon their guilty heads."

2
"Still They Come" vQégg g§ the Fugitive, (Aug. 27
1851)3?010 I, NO? 18 po'Z, ol, a8 ’
"The Cry is 8t111 They Come", Ygiﬁg_gt_&hﬂ_{ﬂ:iﬁi!ﬁ;
(Apri% 22, 1852) Vol, II, No. 9, p. 2, Col, 1

"Progress or Escape", V. (Dec. 22
1852) vOl II, NO. 25’ P« 2} Col.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



47

Henrv Bibh and the Voice of the Fuzitive

Among the new arrivals was Henry Bibb, an escaped slave
who had been residing with his wife in Michigan during the
1840's, At that time he was actively associated with the
Liberty party in the United States. In 1850 Henry Bibb
and his wife settled in Sandwich., He, however, continued
his close association with anti-slavery socleties and agents
across the border,

During his sojburn in Sandwich Henry Bibb was an
active participant in assisting the refugees. He aided in
establishing a church of the Methodist faith in Sandwich, a
Men's Educational and Mechanies Society, the Refugees' Home
Soclety and in the formation of temperance and anti-slavery
‘societies in Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg, Perhaps
his most outstanding achievement was the publication of
the r-~wspaper, the Yoicq qf the Fucitiva.

The paper was first published in Sandwich Jamuary 1,
1851, It was used as an instrument to encourage both free
men of colour and those in bondage to take refuge in the
British provinces, and strongly advocated agriculture as
one of the best means of making a living upon arrival.

An examination of the Yoice of the Fusitive reveals
that the editor, Henry Bibb, aimed at publishing a paper

—
Landon, "He Bibd A Colonizer®, Journal of Nagzrg
History, (Oct. 1929) Vol. v, No. b, p.'%37
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whieh would appeal to bdboth sexes. Adviéo was frequently
given to women in regard to conduct, dress and cooking,
while for the men advice was given concerning farming
ueﬁhoda and opportunities for employment, The paper also
kept its readers informed about the latest progress on
discussions on slavery in Congress and in the states at
large. Oecasionally, jokes would appear in the paper,
revealing the writer's lack of prejudice.

4. Support for the Voice of the Pugitive came from sub-
scriptions and contributions from distant areas as well as

from the sale of space for the advertisements of loeal
business establishments. Among its agents were Levi
Foster and David Hotchkiss in Amherstburg, Mr. Fisher in
Toronto, George Cary in Chatham, James Grant in Dazn Mills,
Mr. Lightfoot, Frane¢is King and others in Michigan,
Qrganization of Sociefies for Settlemant
of the Refugees on the Land
The first known society in Essex County for encouraging
the coloured people to settle on the land was organized in
1845 by Rev. T, Willes, a coloured Methodist preacher, and
vas called the Sandwiech Hiuion? Iwo hundred acres of

(1

"List of Agents", Voice of tha Fugitive, (Jan 1, 1851)
Vol, I, No. 1’ 2’ Col, 1

"Coloured Settlement", V (Jan, 29,

1851) v°1 I, HO. 2. Pe 2, 0010
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timber land on the ninth eoncession in Sandwich Township 8
had been purchased with money raised in the United States.
In 1851 the mission was reorganized as the Coloured Indus-
trial Society. The trustees of this organization were
George Williams, Alfred Kelley, William Keys and Alfred
Brinson. Rev, Israel Campbell and Rev, John Jackson were
the agents for the society. A resolution vas decided upon
by these men who gtated:

Wow=, . s »=have been appointed a Board of
Trustees to establish a settlement of coloured
people in the township of Sendwich, Canada West,
and an institution in which that c¢lass of the
community msy receive a liberal education and
theredby improve their present illiterate sfate
and also. so promote such religious and orderly
conduct amongz them wvhich will tend to their
spiritual as well as their temporal happiness.
omqsese~=We hope and trust that the friends of our
race will come forward with liberality to assist
us in the establishment of an institution thereon
which will be conducted in the principles of true
religion and vhieh it is intended sh place us
in a far more exalted position among our fellovws
than at present, ZThis institution when ecompleted
will not be open for the purpose of gain but for
the purpose alone of improving our race which ve
shall endeavour to do to the best of our ability..
==,es=~We are now striving by opening the settle-
ment to place it in the power of every coloured man
to purchase & lot for a mere trifle and thereon
be enabled to earn an honest livelihood without
being dependent on the charity of others. 10

gm.n
9

lgsandwich Mission", Fygitive Slave File 3.

'COIOured Industrial Society", xnﬂffggz_;hg_2n31&1!g,
(Jan 29’ 1851) Vol I, No. 2’ Pe 2’ Col,
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The land purchased in Sandwich was divided into lots
of ten acres that were sold to those who were willing to
comply with the rules and regulations. The trustees re-
served twenty-five acres for a church and school to de
built in the future. In 185% when Benjamin Drevw visited
the area he was told that eight families were settled there,
having cleared forty aecres for cultivation, Some of them
were able to support themselves by farming while ofhors had
to work out to supplement their incomes. At this time {ge
roads were in a very poor condition, being wet and muddy.
Five years later the society purchased thirty more acres in
Sandwich for the settlement of the refugees. A free school
wags opened which was attended by ;gnﬂuctors and depot
agents of the Underground Rajilroad.

One of the pet projects of Henry Bibb was the Refugee
Home Society, an organisation to promote the settlement of
Kegroes on the land, Members of the Anti-Slavery Society
of Michigan and several invited guests from British North
America met in Detroit on May 21, 1851 for the purpose of
considering the "moral, social and financial condition of
the coloured population of Cénada "blt}§ At this time the

—r

1291‘“7 Op. Gif.y» pe 335

L ;Sandvich 1859", Fugitive Slave File §

"Friends of the Anti-Slavery Cauao“,‘lgigg_gz_ﬁng,
M' (-7una "'" 1851) Vol,. !’ Ko. 12’ Ps 1, Col.
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Refugee Home Soclety was founded, Their eims were expresse
ed in the preamble to a constitution adopted in Farmington,
Michigans

Whereas it is supposed that there are, at the
present time, between thirty-five and forty thoue
sand refugee slaves in Canada, whose mumber has
been constantly increasing since the passage of
the Fugitive Slave Bill,

And whereas, on their arrivel, they find them-
selves in a strange land, uneducated, povertye
stricken, without homes, or any permanent means
of self-support; however willing they may be to
vork, they have neither the means to work with
nor %ho land to work upon; and the sad story of th
the numerous fugitives who have been dragged back
by the strong arm of the American Government, is
a sufficient proof that there is no protection
for the slave this side of the Canadian line.

The only protection for their liberty on the Amer=-
ican Continent is emphatically under the shadow
of the British throne,.

In view of the above facts the friends of hue
manity in Michigen, in May 1851, organized a
society which has undertaken the chage of
thirty thousand aeres of land in Canada, on which
to settle fugitives from slavery.w=;,.~~the
refugees from Southern slavery, who are nov in
Canada destitute of homes, or who may hereafter
come, being desirous of building themselves up in
Canada, on an agricultural basis, and who do not
buy, sell or use intoxicating drlnks a3 a beverage
shail by making groper application to this society
and complying with its constitution and By-Laws
be put into possession of twenty-five acres of farm-
ing land and their childrenlghall enjoy the bdblessings

of education perpetually,
By December of 1851 lang had been purchased for the

Refugees in Sandwich Township., By 1854 the Refugee Home

1%
"Refugees' Home Society" Vma..gumunu
(Ang.llgz, 1852) Vol, II, No, 17y pe 2, Cole 1 ’

"Refugees' Home", Voice of the Fuzitive, (Decs 17
1851)y Vol. I, Fo. 26, p. 2y Cole 2 PO D
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Society had purchased approximately two thousand acres of
land about nine miles from Windsor in the townships of
Sandvich and Haidaton:? Money for the purchase of this
land vas raised through eontributions and one-half of the
money seseived from the sale of the land was to be used
to buy more lanéz

After being persuaded by Henry Bibb, Horace Halloek and
Reve Charles C, Foo%t, Laura Haviland, an American woman,
vho spent many ygars of her 1life assisting the unfortunate
ecoloured people, eonsented to conduct a school eight miles
from Windsor in the Refugee Home Society settlement. The
society had erected a frame house for sehool and meeting
purposes,

The school was opened in the autumn of 1852, Besides
day classes a Sabbeth sechool was held, which was of special
interest to the older inhabitants. Many frequently came
five or six miles with their ox teams to attend these meet-
ings with their families. "“Every man, woman and child who
could read a verse in the testament---even with assistance
took part in {gading the les?on, and liberty was given to

agk questions."

16
17”!‘-', On. Cit., p. 323
18m'0 p. 324

Laura Haviland, A_!ann‘_um_!nkt PPe 192--3 Among
those who attended was a couple in their eighties, who missed
very few Sabbaths during Laura Haviland's stay.
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The task which Laura Haviland faced was an arduous one.
Along with the day classes during the week she held an
evening school for twelve heads of ramiligs vho were anxious
to learn to read the Bible and hymn books. The eonditions
under vhich she lived were very crude, for she mentions that:
"The winter was quite severe, and I frequently was awakened
with the snow drifting in my face, and not unfrequently
found the snow half an inch or more deep over my bed on
rising in the morning?2 Yet, her spirit was undaunted and
she remained the year at her post, as she had promiged,
until she was replaced by Brother Meglothin, who had Just
arrived with his family from Virginia,.

Laura Haviland reported that upon her arrival she found
that the settlers had built small log houses and had cleared
from one to five acres sach of the heavily timbered land,.

In these ¢learings they raised eorn, potatoes and other
garden vegetables. There were even those vho had sown

two or three acres of wheat "and were doing well for their
first yaarsgi

In 1854 there were twenty families occupying farms of
tventy-five acres each on the Refugees' Home Soclety's land.

I s b 196
ag ey Pe

zilhiﬁus p. 196

Mcp Pe 192
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Since the report stated that forty lots had been taken up
it is posaiblgzthat the other twenty lots were held by
single persons,

It appears that a thriving settlement grew out of the
efforts made by the Refugees'! Home Soclety to settle people
on the land, "Near the corner of the Puce River and the
Base Line there were at one time a schoo% and three Negro
churches~-the Baptist, A.M,E, and B.M.E..} Many of the men
in this area bdecame moderately successful farmers. By lgg}
there were 375 ecoloured inhabitants in Maidstone Township,
One of the settlers Manuel Eaton had a small factory wvhere
he made potash and pearl-ash from wood ashes. In his grove
the people often met for barbecues. Another resident of the

22

Drew, 0p, Cit.y p. 323 The following is a list of
some of the inhabitants who wvere settled on land purchased
by the Refugees' Home Socletys Edward C, Walker and Horace
Hallock, trustees of the society, bought farm lot 7 Bast
Puce River from Alanzo Heid and wife in Mareh 1853, In
1858 it was recorded that the Trustees sold property to
A, W, Summerville (344 acres), Willis Hamilton (25 acres),
John Ward (25 acres), J. H. Holland (10 acres), John Grun
(10 acres), B, Grant (25 acres), Bdmond Greaves ( 2% acres),
George Washington (25 acres), Mrs. Taylor (35 acres)
Daniel Hurst (25 acres), J. L, Williams (25 acres), A. Howe
(124 acres) and Francis Bloss (25 acres). "Puce River
Colouggd Settlement", Notes from Alvin McCurdy

M, Wallacey, “The Kogrooa”{ "Pioneers of the Scoteh

Settlement on the Shore of Lake 8St. Clair", 93&3:1&_&1;&9:1%;1
Soclety Papers and Ragords, (Sept. 1949) Vol L2--43, p. 19

®Coloured Population of Essex County Census 1841%,

Negroes, Essex County", Macdonald Historical Collection No, 18
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township, Albert Scott, was a veterinarian and was well
known throughout the county. Tom and Josh Lucas, who lived
in the village of Puce were owners of a large scov and were
prosperous in their busineai.

The societies for promoting settlement on the laﬁd d14d
not reach the proportions anticipated dy their founders.
The question arises whether such plans were advisadle in
the first place, for they tended to isolate the refugees
from the white inhabitants. The eoloured people congre-
gated in their own ehurches and their aceeptance of separ-
ate sehools led to much dissension in later years when
the time came to integrate the coloured students with
the white children. Yet, there was a strong argument
on the side of the Refugees' Home Society and other sueh
schemes. The small grant of land gave the refugees respon-
sibilitiew to the societies, while at the same time it
gave them the opportunity to lead an independent life..

The societies gave preference to the refugees directly
from slavery, for the free refugees from the nor“hern
states had had opportunities to make money and because of
this experience they needed le;s guidance and protection.
Without doubt the soccieties aided the ecoloured people to
find personal dignity.

<,
Wallace, Op, Cit.y Pp. 196
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Zown Lifs
In spite of the emphasis placed upon the dbenefits to be
found in farming, some preferred to face the hazards of town
life. As town dvellers they were subjeet to an integrated
life, and would therefore ({feel more strongly the effects of
any prejudice..| Nevertheless, town 1ife had its benefits
for it offered more opportunities for employment,
- In 1852 Windsor was a thriving village. New buildings
vere being erected and sidewvalks laidy
Our stores and shops are here thronged
vith customers from sunrise in the morning
until nine o'elock at night, mostly by our
French farmers, and many eome here from Detroit -
to trade, especially when they want to get a good
bargain or a good English manmufaetured article,
Our docks are so frequently crowded with steam
boats and sailing vessels, loading and unloading,
that there 1s searcely room for the ferry boats
to land., 26
This prosperity created a variety of jobs in Windsor and
Sandvich, as well ag offering a market for farm produce.
2t was reported that "There is plenty of work for fugitives
here on the Canada railroad within twelve miles of Windsor,
chopping wood, grading ete. to be done. There are about
fifty at work there now"., Ong refugee, Jbseph W, Brown,

found employment at the Great Western Railway of Canada

96
"Progress of Improvement in Windsor", !gigg_gzcxhg
' (June 3’ 1852) Vol. II. No, 12’ Pe 2’ Col.

"Fugitives in Canada", Zun.&:_mmmm. (April
8’ 1852) Vol. II' NO.‘B’ De 2’ Col. ‘
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vhen the line had been completed to Windsor. He had made
his wvay to Windsor from St, Louis with a widow and her child
and only enough money to pay their railroad fare. He later
married the widov and worked at odd jobs until asecuring a
steady position on the railroad, "J. Brown through his
industryz!éxas purchased a house and lot and is still making
progress,"

According to Benjamin Drew there was no real need to
raise money for the fugitives in Windsor, except perhpps for
the first few days after their arrival, for there was
plenty of work to be found, "Women get half a do%§ar for
washing, and it is difficult to hire them at that.,” Women
could also obtain employment as domesties., One example
given by Rev, Troy tells of the success of the Monroe
family. Mrs. Monroe and her eleven children found their way
to Windsor from Kentueky and were met by Rev. Troy. Shelter,
food and clothing were provided for them and the daughters
soon obtained employment as domesties, while the younger
children were sent to school.

One haven for the refugees in Windsor which stood out
in importance was the Windsor:barracks. vhich was at that

28
291'1‘03'0 20 “4tey pe 90

Drew, w«-: p. 322
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time located on the site of the City Hall Square. In 1851
after the troops in the barracks had been withdrawn to
London, the building served as a sholtogf At one time the
barracks proved to be a point of eontention. A reporter
from the New York Recorder, who visited the area, misrep-
resented the condition of the refugees in the barracks,
stating that their lot had not been improved by fleeing to
Canada. This complaint was refuted by the Voice of the
Fugitive stating thats "There may be some persons there
vho are sick and are suffering from disease; but we know
of none vho have their health and strength who do not earn
from 50 to 75 cents per day at eommon laboug?"One room

in the barracks was used as a school room and meeting place
for newly founded societies among the fngit1v02§ In 1856
the buildings were burned by a white man wvho claimed that
they housed petty thieves,

The coloured inhabitants of Windsor and Sandwich took
great pleasure in their newly found freedom and attempted
to take the fullest advantage of it as possible. They
actively participated in the organization of societles,

z""lndsor Barracks", Fugitive Slave File §
"Slaves in Canada" !ﬂm_ﬁr_m_l’.umm. (Aug. 13,
1851) Vol, I, No. 17, p. 2, Col.

33
"Windsor Anti-Slavery Society", Yoice of the Fugitivae,
(Oeto ﬁl, 1852) Vol.. II. No, 22 Pe 2’ 0010

®*Windsor Barracks", Op, Cit.,
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such as the Windsor Anti-Slavery Society, a Tenporancor

- Society in both communities and a Ibung Men's Debating
Soclety.
| ATho Windsor Anti-Slavery Society was organiszed in
October 1852 as an suxiliary to tho parent Anti-Slavery
Society formed in Toronto Mareh 185%. The society adopted
a coﬁstitut;on, and olaimed that they were determined to
enlighten men about slavery. At a later meeting they
decided to aid any refugees urgently requiring it. This
was & time wvhen temperance was in the mind of many re-
ligiously minded people and the nevwly arrived fugitives
also felt the foree of the movement. Henry Bibb promoted
the eause among the refugees.. The Voice of the Fugitive
frequently carried reporte of the progress made by the
socliety in Windsor and Sandwich. A Young Men's Debating
Soclety carried on discussions about emancipation and
temperance., It appears that the eoloured inhabitants of
Windsor and Sand:'sh were kept well informed about social

developments..

35 ,
%Windsor Anti-Slavery Soc1etzﬁ,_%gigg_gz_;ng_gngip1ve,
(Oet. 21, 1852) Vol. II, Mo, 22, p, 2, Col, B Among the first
members of the society were Mr., and Mrs, H, Bibd, Shadd
Coleman Proo:ane Alex Helrthura Mary Reynolds, Henry O'Brian,

John White,. asaway, Mil Jackson, Nelson Smith, Peter
goyntz, Poler Lock, 4homas Brown, Thomas Jones and Silas
ones, .9y

"Windsor Anti-Slavery Society”, Yoice gf the Fugitiva,
(Nov. 18’ 1852) Vol II’ No, 23) Pe 2’ Col.
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Progress of Churches and Schools
in
8andwich and Maidstone Townships
There was a variety of religious denominations amongst
the coloured inhabitants of Sandwich and Maidstone Towne
ships. These included Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians
and Free Will Baptists., Some refugees also attended the
mission conducted by the Colonial Church and School Society.
Regular Baptist services were held in Sandwich as early
as 1843 under the auspices of the Baptist CommuniogZ'
In these early years a small log cabin sefved as a church
and the people often ho%g prayer meetings in the homes of
the various parishioners. In 1847 they discussed the pose-
4bility of building a church and Mrs. Willis was appointed
to eollect money for the projecg? A crown patent for a lot
on vhich to build the chureh was given to Henry Grant, Isom
Thompson and Henry Turner July 10, 18&;? The locatﬁgn of
- this land grant was Lot 22 west side of Peter Street.

~ 37
195 Frederick Neal, Zownshiv of Sandwich Past and Presapt,
Pe !

" #Land Orant to the Baptist Church, Sandwich, July 10
18‘&7"‘1- ¢ p ’ ’ y 10,

A ®*Coloured Baptist Churech, Town of Sandwich", Notas
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The corner stone of the structure was laid in August 1851
and a brick edifice was constructed through the hard labours
of the congregation:2 When the church was completed Rev,

M, J. Lightfoot was chosen as their first pastor. He was
followed by elders Wilson, Reed, Jackson, Morris, Henderson,
Morgan and Slaughter. The church at Sandwich did na&ipavo -
as many members as the Amherstburg chureh under Rev. Troy,
but “"neither Aaid its nembers&}p dwindle as that of Amherst-
burg in its times of drought' In 1867 the Sandwich churech
had a congregation of 45 nembert?

The Windsor Baptist Chureh was founded by Rev, William
Troy.kxggmo prayer meetings were held in 1853. In the same
year Rev. Troy visited England ﬁg obtain a grant and funds
for the construection of a ehureh, On May 24, 1858 the
corner stone for a church was laid on the east side of
MeDougall Street, north of University Avenut? There were
26 members attending praya;»maetings in 1856 and in 1868
the church had 146 members,

B2
Talbof-, Qn. Cit.y p. 91

Www
Vol. Pe
hgxhlﬂo' Pe 267

. Talbot, 0n. Clta, P 97
L y Pe 97
7

Canadian Baptist Home Missiong Digzest, p. 272
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Baptist eongregations eculd also be found at Puce and
Little River. 1In 1846 z log bduilding was constructed at
Puce which was used ag & school during the week and as a
church forhghc Baptist and Methodist groups slternately on
the Sabbath, As thelir eongregation increased, the Baptists
purchased the Methodists' share of the building. Among its
first ministers vere Elder Foot, Elder Hotchkiss and Elder
John Washington, A new church structure wvas begun Elder
John Falkner in 1871 and was almost completed in 187%

The church at Little River was reported to have Joined
the Amherstburg Baptist Association in 1855. At that time
it had a memhership of eight. In 136% there vwere 29 members
but in 1881 the chureh was extinet,

Members of the British Methodist Episcopal Church in
Windsor met in a frame bBuilding before their ehurech was con-
structed on MeDougall Street near Assumption Street. The
chureh was built dy the refugees at night, after the ladours
of the day were ovng% Some of the pastors ofthe loecal chursh
were Rev, My, Oliver, Rev, Mr. Bluat Rev, Mr, Washinton,

L] )
hgr‘lb°tv 00 Citiey pPe U8
mﬁn pe 88

‘Ihiﬂp’ pe 42

Rev, J, T, Dawson, "Locsl Church Built at Night by
Former Slaves", EsaoaBCounty Negroes",
W

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



63

Rev, Mr, Buclkner and Rev, Mr. Bulf? In 1873 this church
had 131 menmbers and 10% scholarzz

To 1873 the Puce River British Methodist Episcopal
congregation was connected with Windsor, Mr. Hawkins
proposed at the annmual conference that Puce River Church
be detached from Windsorghfnd was thereafter to be known
as the Puce River Mission,

One minister who 4id much for the refugees in the areas
of Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg wvas Rev, John Hurst,
who came to Canada as a missionary of the Colonial and Cone
tinental Chureh Soelsty of England, From 1860 to 1863 he
was rector of St, John's Church in Sandwich, having also a
mission at All Saints Chureh in windsoz; After three years
he resigned from St, John's to devote all his time to ALl
S8aints, Mr, Hurst stated that: "My visiting amongst all
oolours and classes soon dbrought gome of the coloured to
church and a fev eolcured ¢hildren came to the Sunday School®,

Ahidey Pe 2 Il
53

he Onars xrmmﬁmnmlmmqmm‘, '
lanort. for khe Year AREGectls e
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His twelve year old daughter instructed some of these
younger children. However, this was not so readily accepted
by certain white citizens. Some of the poor children were
met and abused in the streets, which gifcouraged them from
attending the classes. As a result, Rev., Hurst conducted a
Bibh" ¢ class in the eoloured school, giving ebout thirty
young pooplgyinstructions. .

_ [?ha Rev, Hurst found that the eoloured people were more
hospitably treated in the town of Sandwich at this time.)
"An alternate afternoon service which had bdeen held in
Windsor was given up and transferred to Sandwich amongst
the coloured people, to their great satisfaction,™ A
proposal to begin a Bible class for the adults was recelived
enthusiastically by the coloured people. The d§€; Burst
contimied his services throughout the 1850s, giving aid
to nevw arrivals and those in destitution.

The matter of education was often a point of contention
between white and coloured inhabitants. "The coloured
population have the right to send their children vhen quae
1ified into the grammar school., None have availed themselves
of this right. Here, as in n;ny other parts of the province
the coloured people, by accepting of that provision of law

35
5811:1.4-, p. 32
4bid., ps 33
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wvhich allows them separate schools fail of securing the
best education for their childron.g Benjamin Drew complained
of the faest, that the coloured teﬁcherl were not qualified.
Also, school taxes were not usually levied on the coloured
inhabitants and vhen the wealthier citizens vere later taxed
»they immediately sent theizochildren to a public school,
where they were not welcome.

In Jamary 1851 the Voice of the Fugitive reported
that there was no school in Windsor and that there was a
great need for one, In Sandwich, Mrs. M., Bibdb began a
school with twenty-five pupils at her home. It was hoped
they would soon have a proper building for 1n2§ruction for
double the mumber were interested in attending, By 1852
1t wvas reported that a government school was being conducted
in Sandwich, Mr, Jackson was the teacher at this time and
the school had from twenty to thirty scholars. In 185%
Benjamin Drew found a school established by the Refugees'
Home Society at Sandwich., The teacher was Miss Girfordgzwho
had in her charge approximately thirty coloured children..

5] :
6o TV Qe Citey, po W2

oy D» 341
61m’11 3

"Schools for Coloured People in Canada", !g;s%?JuLJuua
Eng;;égg, (Jan, 1, 1851) Vol. I, No. 1, p. 2, Col, 2

Drev, Qp. CiL., p. 343
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In Windsor in 1852 Mary Ann Shadd taught from eighteen o
twenty pupils in a private hom§§ ‘Mrs, Mary E, Bibd, wife
of Henry Bidd taught in a private school in Windsor in 185
after the death of her husband. The sehool registered 39
coloured and 7 vhite ehildrog? It vas Mrs. Bibd's opinion
that: "Where separate schools exist the advantage in respeect
to buildings and teachers is on the side of the whites and
unless separate schools are abolished the progreas of
coloured people in education will be retarded,® David
Johnson complained that they were taxed for school purposes,
but his ozg children were thrown out of the common school
in Windsor.

In spite of the prejudice with which they were confronted,
there was definite progress in educatiogz One of the main
aims of the refugees wac to see that their children received
an education and they were so thankful for it that the
manner in vhich it was obtained wvas the least of their
concerns, Jlhey were in & land where they were free and the
privileges of éitizonship would eventually be obtained, -

03
g T R g g
Drew, 9p, Git,, p. 321
s Pi 341
671"." wti Pe 26
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CONCLUSION

Financial Conditions of the Rafuzees

There 1s a eénsidefable variation in reports dealing
with the financial state of the coloured people who came
to Essex County. Some contend that the majority of the
refugees who arrived were poor, while others state that
there were many who came with finanecial means. The fugitives
can be divided into two groups; those who fled to Canada
directly from slavery, and those who had been living as
free men in the northern states, who fled to Canada after
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act,

It is probable that the most destitute refugees belonged
to the fiffst group.. "For the most part they arrived in
Canada ignorant of letters with habits contracted in slavery
or gendered by that fearful prejudice which crushes them
in the United Statos}. In spite of their illiteraey, if

“Prom the Anti-Slavery Rep. Refugee Slaves in Canada"
1.3 (u&y 20' 1852) v010 II’ No. 11, Pe ‘
Ole

67
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they were willing to work, most of them were able to find
employment shortly after their arrival. Thomas Jones, an
escaped slave from Kentucky, stated that he arrived in
Windsor without means, dut found work chopping wood. He
informed Benjamin Drew that he was worth three or four
thousand dollars. Mr. Jones also stated: "The coloured
people are doing very well. They are poor, some of them,
but are all able to have enough to eat and wear, and they
have comfortable homes, with few exceptions.--...e.-~Some
few don't seem to care whether they have good houses or not,
as is the case among all peOplof' Mr, Leonard Harrod stated
thats "I have been in Canada n@arly two years. I was poors=-
as lov down as a man eould bew~...~-",. When Benjamin Drew
spoke to him in Windsor in 185% he said thats "I haz, hired
a plase to work, and have bought two acres of land", Yet,
another man stated thats "“He eould chop more cord wood for
himself in one day here where he knew that he should get
the cash for it, than he ever chopped for his master in two
days {E'tho South, wvhere he had only to expect the lash
for 1t'?

3 _
IDTW' Op. Cit., p. 326
u;hiﬁsl PP 339--h0

| oy PP 339--0
“The Cry is Still They Come" W
(April 22, 1852) Vol, II, Fo. 9, pe 2 Cole 1 !
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The progress that was made by the poor and illiterate
fugitives verified the statement thats(fﬂorc ve have motives,
vhich induce us to work, mainly, the protection of life,
1liberty and property together with & rich reward for honest
labour wvhich prompts us to active perseverance and self-

respect.”
Siedbert aptly summarized the condition of the refugees

by sayings

As a class the fugitives in the towns, as in
the country were ascounted steady and industrious.
o=y seen=At Windsor almost all the members of this
class had comfortable homes and some owned neat
and handsome houses; at Sandwich a few were house-
holders, the rest were tenants; in Amherstburg
the assurance was given that the eoloured people
of Canada were doing better than the free Negroes
in the United States: the settlers at New Canaan
vere reported to be making extraordinary progress
considering the length of time they had lived
there; and out of a ecoloured population of seventy-
eight at Gosfield all of the heads of families
with two or three exceptions, were free holders. 7

The influx of the labouring class was of denefit to
the economy of the eountry. "In this ecounty they added not
only to the cognty's treasury largely but to the butchers
and mérchants.” Not all the refugees came eupty handed.
Many of the free coloured people of the North bdbrought with

T

ilhidot

Siebert, me
WO PPe 226~=7

Yolce of the Fuzitive, (Jul 1852) Vol. II, Mo. 16
912,00103 ! 729! 72) Vo » 0
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them from "one to five thougand dollart”? The presence
of this class of coloured people was greatly appreciated
‘for they were able to help those who had recently escaped
from slavery: o |

Frequent arrivals of their friends from slavery
often produced much excitement, At one time a
company of twentye-geven arrived brought by John

Fairfield, a Virginian, He often went into the
heart of slave holding states and brought companies
avay ga:aing himself as their owner until they

'~reacﬁe the free states. He telegraphed some
friends in Windsor and a dinner of reception was
provided in one of the coloured churches and a
great jubilee meeting was held. 10

Ald _to the Refuzess

Aid to the refugees came from many sources, The first
and foremost was the assistance given to them by the agents
of the Underground Rai1raod, Then, many wore aided by
being supplied with e¢lothes and food, much of which came
from philanthropic minded people of the northern states.
Acknovledgement of their generous contributions often
appeared:

Among these messsngers of mercy was the Rev,

Je F. Dolbear and Mr. Coe of Lenawvee County, Michie

éan% W. M, B8tedman of Portage County, Ohio, L. C..

hatfield of Medina County, Ohio and Joseph Macomber

of Farmingtone-¢ese~~Their vigit to this place will

be long and gratefully remembered by the fugitives..
We think that they must have relieved the pressinges

Ygisy ot the Fuglidra, (Rov. by 1652) Vol. I1, o,
23, pi°2, 0ly 2w

Haviland, Qp, ©1t., p. 199
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wvants of some 100 families bdefore they left here. 11

Some of the new arrivals vere in immediate need of
assistance, particularly those having large families,
vidovs with children and the 111, When Mr, Pover acoom=
panied by Mr, Benham visited the Windsor area with supplies,
they found approximately eighteen families in the darracks,
who were greatly in need of uautanc%f- It appears, there=
fore, that there were many vho needed help at first,

Yot, this question of aid vas a matter for dedate
anongs? the coloured people themselves, It vas admitted
that some aid was needed, dut they were opposed to the
begging vhich was carried on for the refugeesi

wﬁms‘zdig ?ﬁ%’cﬁﬁmg ;ggo :l’i:s ,?}1“;“,

f’ anada: not that we depreciate the motives of
those who, from the bensvolence of their heartgye-

e

"A1d to the l'\\giu'n Slaves® ¥y

(Jan 1, 18%1) Vo1, I, No, 1, pe 2, G0
visits celmovl od in the paper were: "The antl-llavm
frionds of Ja,emn Cmnz"mihls:: have just sent on to
Sandvieh and Windsor by mm.. of
elothing and provisions with whieh %o o { irrid hungey and
glothe the naked'™, "More Help for on,

(Feb, 26 1851) Vol, I, Eo,

e an 1-rugntve slave lav rrlonda m lu ﬁ hroush the
agency of B, H, Thurston brought to Windsor and delivered
into the hands of Coleman Fyreeman, for distribution among

our fugitive drethren vho wvere the most nsedy in this
vi.cini.t 180 1bse Of wheat flour, 190 lds, of dbugkvheat
1bs, of rye flour, 80 1Ds. or salt pork, 82,80 in

uh md one dbarrel of ond hand z .- *Holp for the
nstgxm*é 1&%'&"!““&“““‘ Mareh 12, 185) Vols I,

"vw.t Among the itives in € nadn" '/
Mitiﬂ, (FPebs,. 12, 18 'nsﬂlt I, Reo, i W

80,
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have sent boxes upon boxes among the missione-
aries here to be digstributedwee,,,.~-We know
from experience and observation that such
help is only temporary and degrading to all
whe are the recipients thereof; not only

30y it has been a ‘bone of eontention' in
Canada among the refugees.==,,.~-'Selfe

help' is now becoming the wateh word among
refugees in Canada. 13

Approximately two years later in 1854 when Benjamin
Drev interviewved Thomas Jones, he found that the feeling
tovards aid was still in question. Mr. Jones stated:

If a man have aid furnished him, he does

not have s0 much satisfaction in vhat he has,.

-=he feels dependent and beholden, and does

not make out so well,. I have gseen this, ever

since I have been here--the bad effects of

this giving. I have seen men waiting, doing

nothing, expecting something to come over

to them, Besides it makes a division among

the e¢oloured people. The industrious are

against it, the other class favour it and

80 they £al1l out.. 1%

The question of aid was a significant one for it further
confirmed the faet that it is part of man's nature to think
for himself., The atmoaphere under which they were nov live
ing gave them the right to express an opinion of approval or
disapproval over a question of living conditions, whereas in

slavery the majority were denied all such rights..

Citizena of Eassex County
By the close of the Ninteenth Century the coloured

| 13~
i Pe 2,1¥010 1
Drev, Op, Cit.y Pp. 326we?’

s (Feb, 12, 1852) Vol. II, No. %
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inhabitants of Essex County had achieved success in every
walk of life.. Amongst them could be found lawyers, doctors,
entertainersy ministers, school teachers, store keepers,
barbors{ business men and skilled labourers..

Delos Rogest Davis, who was born August %, 1846 in
Colchester North became Canade's first eoloured lawyer. He
ovontualig became a solicitor for Amherstburg and Colches~
ter North. James L, Dunn, who came to Windsor with his
family in 1884 owned the Dunn Varnish Works., He employed
six men in this business, making varnish for Massey Harris
Company. He also owned a liquor store on Sandwich Street
Bast 1n1:1ndfor.' Mr. Dunn became Windsor's first soloured
alderman. Dr. Henry Fitzbutler graduated from the Detroit
School of Mediecine in 1870,. For a time he practiced in
Anherstburg,e Later he went to the southern states to
assist during an epidemic of yellow rovoiz Elijah McCoy,.
born in Colchester about 1845, was a noted inventor., He
became a railroad engineer and later invented a graphite
lubricator used in railroading, His first patent vas

15 r
1 A 9 P 22
Whealen, "“Pioneer Windsor is Recalled by Rev.
willim i.on' 1 LSO X1 - & . ¢ E A NLE s} 3 )
D10 - N BA Nne szV + B ) "} "
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taken out July 2, 1872, and forty years later he had filed
ne;gly & hundred patents at the Patent Office in Washington
D.C, ‘ ,

Among the store keepers were: Henry Stephenson, who
came to the county in 1851,. and opened a shop in which he
sold tobaceo and cigars made by himself; Mr. Burton, who
ran the only confectionary store in town; Mr. Craven, who
ran a shoemaker shop on Pitt Street and Billy Alberts, who
ran a cleaning store on Sandwich Street. In the early
days the eoloured people had the only band in the district?

The eoloured inhabitants participated in community
affairs. The town council of 4mherstburg often had a
member of the coloured eommunity amongst its representatives.
Also, the Publie Sshool Board often had soloured represent-
atives. Their interest in politieal affairs was evidenced
by the faet that they took advantage of their new rights |
as soon as possidble. Unmolested they had the pleasure of
attending the polls and casted their votes for civil officials
in the ecounty..

The attitude of the coloured people toward their new
life in Canada found .xpreui;n in the Emancipation Day

18
Frgd Barg Williams, "Inventor had Wide-Spread Fame",

1 -
Whealen, Mc sy Pe 18
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celedbrations, These events were held in Caldwell's Orove
on Pike Road, Prince‘'s Grove, Sandwich, and later at Lagoon
Park, Sandwich, The celebrations varozgiscontinnod in
191% and were not held again until 1930,

Sanclusion
The eoloured people who came to Egsex County during

the years prior to the passage of the Emancipation
Proclamation of Lincoln in 1863, came as refugees from
slavery. After the war of 1812 the news spread that in
the north there was a land vhere the c¢oloured man could
dwell in rrcogon under the protection of the British Crown.
The immigration of these people increased gradually until
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Aet in 1850, after which
there vas & rapid influx, The desire to be free, news of a
well organized Underground Railrcad which would assist them
to freedom and fear of the slave hunters vere factors wirieh
spurred them to escape.

Upon their arrival the eoloured people immediately set
about bettering their wvay of life, OSome came well equipped
wvith skills learned in slavery, some arrived vith money and
possessiong scquired during their sojourn in the northern
states, while others took what work they could find until
they could decome more independent, At that time an

) -

Interviey with Mr. Walter Parry Fab, 6, 2966,
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extrs labouring hand was welcomeds They decasc a posrasnent
part of the history of tiis araa and econtributel much to the
econoury of the sounty, Agriculture was benefitted throuszh
their efforts in clearisg land an! Business wss stimulated
in the growin; ecommunities throuzh thelr presences Thoir
far-gizhtednanss was revealed through their dstermined
offorts to see that thelir ehildren wvere educated. There
were even t.cse adults vho attempted to losrn the dasie
8i:111s of reeding en! writing. Churcher and sehools

bscame the centars of religious and eociel 1life,

Without doubt there ware many hardships vhich the
refugees had to endures They were not alwvays 8o readily
accepted by thelr white neighbours, Thelr laek of knoviliedge
and their trusting natures often placed theam in a position
in which ruthless white people would take advantage of them,
such as in the land leasing incidents ZThere wore even cases
in whieh the saployer would not pay the soloured labourer
&8 much money as the vhite labourer, or give him produce
instead of ¢achs Also, the prejudice confronted in education,
becane an importent issue during the last half of the
ainteenth eenturys By the fact they were a visusl minority
their prosence here ultimately raised the whole question of
eivil rights in Ontaric and eventually throuchout Cansda,
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APPENDIX A

AN ACT to prevent the further introduction of Slaves, and
to limit the term of contracts for servitude within
this Province Passed 9th July, 1793.

WHEREAS it is unjust that a people who enjoy freedonm
by law should encourage the introduction of Slaves; And
wvhereas it is highly expedient to abolish Slavery this
Province, so far as the same may gradually be done without
violating private propertys Be it enacted by the King's
most Excellent Majesty, and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Couneil and Assembly of the Province of
Upper Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and
under the authority of an Aet passed in the Parliament of
Great Britain, intituled, "An Act to repeal certain parts
of an Aet passed in the fourteenth year of His Majesty's
reign,; intituled, 'An Act for making more effectual pro-
vision for the Government of the Province of Quedbec, in
North America,' and to make further provision for tﬂo
Government of the said Province," and by the authority of
the same, That from and after the pagsing of this Aet, so
much of a certain Aet of the Parliament of Great Britain,
gassed in the thirtieth year of His present Majesty, in-

1tulod' "An Act for encouraging nev Settlers in His
Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in America," as may
enable the Governor or Lieutenant Governor of this Province,
heretofore parcel of His Majesty's Province of Quebec, to
grant a license for importing into the same any Negro or
Negroes, shall be, and the same is heredy repealed; and
that from and after the passing of this Act, it shall not
be lawful for the Governor, Lisutenant Governor, or person
administering the Government of this Province, to grant a
license for the importation of any Negro or o‘hcr person
to be sudbjected to the eondition of a Slave, or to a
bounden involuntary service for life, into any part of this

3
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Province; nor shall any Negro, or other person, who shall
come or be brought into this ﬁrovinco after the passing of
this Act, be subject to the econdition of a S8lave, or to
such service as aforesaid, within this Province, nor shall
any voluntary contract of service or indentures that ma
be entered into by any parties within this Provincoﬁ after
the passing of this Aet, be binding on them, or either of
them, for a longer time than a term of nine years, from the
day of the date of such contract.

II. Provided always, That nothing herein contained
shall extend, or be cons%ruod to extend, to liberate any
Negro, or other g:raon subjected to such service as afore-
said, or to discharge them, or any of them, from the
possession of the owner thereof, his or her executors,
administrators or assigns, vho shall have comes or been
brought into this Province, in econformity to the conditions
rescribed by any authority for that purpose exercised, or
5y any ordinance or law of the Province of Quebe¢, or
B;gclanation of any of His Majesty's Governors of the said
vince for the time being, or of any Aet of the Parlia-

ment of Great Britain, or shall have otherwise come into
the possession of any person, by gift, bequest, or bona
fide purchase before the passing of this Aet, whose proe
perty therein is hereby confirmed, or to vacate or annul
any contract for service that may heretofore have been
lavfully made and entered into, or to prevent parents or
guardians from binding out chiidren until they shall have
obtained the age of twenty-one years.

I11. And in order to prevent the eontinuation of
Slavery within this Province, de it enacted by the authore
ity aforesaid, That immediately from and after the passing
of this Act, every child that shall be born of a Negro
mother, or other woman subjected to such service as afore-
said, shall adbide and remain with the master or mistress
in vﬁoso service the mother shall be living at the time of
such child's birth, (unless such mother and child shall
leave such service by and with the consent of such master
or mistress,) and such master or mistress shall, and is
hereby roquirod to give proper nourishment and ¢lothing to
such child or children, and shall and may put such child
or children to work when he, she or they, shall be able so
to do, and shall and may reﬁain him or her in their service
until every such child shall have attained the age of
tventy=five years, at which time they and each of them
shall be entitled to demand his or her discharge from, and
shall be discharged by such master or mistress, from any
further service: And to the end that the age of such child
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or children may be more easily ascertained, the master or
mistress of the mother thereof, shall, and is hereby re-
quired, to cause the day of the birth of every such child
as shail be born of a Negro, or other mother sudbjected to
the econdition of a Slave, in their service as aforesaid, to
be registered within three months after its dbirth, by the
Clerk of the parish, township or place, vherein such master
or mistress reside, which Clerk shall authorised to de-
mand and receive the sum of one shilling for registering
the same; and in case any master or mistress shall refuse or
neglect to cause such register to be made, within the time
aforesaid, and shall be convicted thereof, either on his or
her econfession, or by the oath of one or more credible
witness or witnesses, before any Justice of the Peace, he
or she shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum
of five pounds to the public stoek of the distriet,

IV, And be it further enasted by the suthority afore-
said, That in case any master or mistress shall detain any
such child, born in their service as aforesaid, after the
passing of this Aet, under agg pretence vhatever, after such
servant shall have attained the age of twenty-five years,
except by virtue of a contraet of service or indentures
duly and voluntarily executed after suech discharge as aforo-
said 4t shall and may be lawful for such servant to apply
for a discharge to any of His Majesty's Justices of the
Peace who shall and is hereby required thereupon to issue
a summons to such master or mistress to appear before him
to shew sause why such servant should not be discharged;
and the proof that such servant is under the age of twenty-
five years ghall rest upon and de adduced dy the master or
mistress of such servant, otherwise it shall and may be lawe
ful for the said Justice to discharge such servant from such
service as aforesaid; provided always, That in case any issue
shall be born of such echildren during their infant servitude
or after, such issue shall be entitled to all the rights and
privileges of free-dorn subjects,

Vo And be it further enacted that vhenever any master
or mistross shall liberate or release any person subject to
the conditi-n of a Slave from their service, they shall at
the same time give good and suffieiont security to the
Church or Town Wardens of the parish or township where they
live, that the person so released by them shall not become
Chargeable to the same, or any other parish or township., 1

T

W—W »
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APPENDIX B

Pay List of Capt. Calwell's Company of Coloured Volunteers
at Amherstburg on Militia Duty from 29th Deec. 1837 to -
25th Jan, 1838
Sergeant. Henry Turnmer.  3rd Jan, 1838 to Jan., 25 1838
on duty for 23 days. BRate per day 2 shillings 1 pence
John Smith..
William Hamilton

Corporal., W, M, Carter. Pay per day. 1 shilling 6 poneo'

Privates. James Mathews. 1 shilling &% pence
BRueben Ford Davy Gamble
Rice Johnson Thomas Wingate
Nathan Wilson Henry Stepn
William Walkins Edmond Moxley
Alfred Washington Robert Lewis
Joseph Bell Peter Robinson
Antony Hit James Green
Jorden Jones Daniel Binga
James Meggs Daniel McKinney
Pleasant Morrow John McFarlane
Rat Hanford Amamiel Burnet
Samuel Groat Benjamin Batts
Prank Butler Bdwin Williams
John Rughinbo Dan Bankg
Joseph Curtis Adam Addison
Randel Homes Peter Moore

Moses Bpandford
Isom Johnson

George Wilkinson
S8smuel EHughes

Frank St, Clair
Samuel Williams

Jesse Bell James Lyons
William Thornton will
John Green iam Ruth
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Pay List Jan, 3 to Jan, 17 1838

Anthony Parker
George Smith
willinm Binga
Stevan Taylor
Peter Curtus

Pay List Jan, 3 to Jan, 12 1838

Spencer French
Hanson Lions
William Havw
John W, Bimd
Levi 8

John Mul
Joseph Carter
Nathanial MeOuire
William Mitehell
Gamble Lee
Joseph Green
Ceorge Cole
Edvard Butler
James Thompson
Yineent
William Warner
Anamiel Morgan
Stevan Hajor
Thomas Johnson
Nelson Browm
Butler Fitsue
Jeremiah Harris

John L, Smith
Oliver Pines
Reudben Arnold
David Barret
William Bell
Peter Wilson
Daniel Johnson

James Halley
David Medley
Edmond Mathovs
Anthony Binga
Charles Johnson
He Thornton
Jacod Thompson
Irvin Banks
Ellis 8immons
Peter Johnson
Thomas Gidbson

Carter Blackaton.
Phillip

Nelson Poddiford
Robert Green

John Agdorlon

Henry Pollard

James Alexander

Thomas Nolin
Field

Sam Jones

John Brooks

.Hbscs {Loonly)

Jonathen
Oliver Arastronz
David Thurman
Nathan Daniels
Benjamin Stevart

s Bess
Levi Brooks
Edward Williams 2nd
Robert Washington
Henry Barret
S8amuel Henderson
Peter Stokes
Jefferson Golden
William Hughes ) §

A, B, Farney, Dr. Fwod Park, Farnav Panars,

PDs 610‘*13
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APPENDIX C

Constitution and By Laws of the Refugees' Home Soclety

Whereas it is supposed that there are, at the present
time, between thirty-five and forty thousand refugee slaves
in Canada, vhose number has been constantly increasing
since the passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill,

And wvhereas, on their arrival they find themsolves
in a strange land, uneducated, poverty stricken, without
homes, or any permanent means of self-gsupport; however
willing they be to work, they have neither means to
vork with, nor land to work upon; and the sad story of
the numerous fugitives vho have n dragged dack into
perpetual slavaery by the strong arm of the American Gove
ernment, is a sufficient proof that there is no pro-
tection for the slave this side of the Canadian line,
The only protection for their liderty on the American
gggginonz is enphatieslly under the shadov of the British

NOe

In viev of the adbove facts, the friends of humanity
in Michigan, in May 1851, organized a society whieh has
undertaken to raise £sb.6oo or our cause, and to preserve
and report such eommunications to the coelotyo

Article 1, The title of the society shall de known
as the Refugees' Home Soclety.

Article 2, The object of the sgociety shall be %o
obtain permanent homes for the refugees in Canada, and to
pronote their moral, social, physiecal, intellectual, and
political elevation,

Article 3. Tho officers of this Soclety shall eonsist
of President, Viee President, Recording Secretary,

g2
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Corresgondin% Secretary, Treasurer, and an Executive Comnittee
of at least five persons, two of whom shall constitute a
Board of Trust,

Article 4, It shall de the duty of the President to
reside over all meetings of the Society; in his absence,
t shall be the duty of the Viece President to presides

and in the adbsence of both, the society shall appoint a

president pro fam,

Article 5. It shall be the duty of the Recording
Secretary $o0 record in full the prococedings of the
Soclety's meetings in a dook provided the Secretary
for that purpose, and to do such other business as usually
devolves on such officers,

Article 6, It shall bo the duty of the Corresponding
Seerotary to eorrespond for the Society with other kindred
societies, and private individuals who are interested in
our 0suse.

 Article 7, It shall de the duty of the Ireasurer to
receive and deposit all funds collected for the Refugool'
Home in the Savings Bank of Detroit, to the eredit of the
Exocutive Committee, no part of which shall de drawn
therefrom except it be by an order which shall be signed
by at least three of the Executive Committee,

Article &, It shall be the duty of the Board of
Trust to hold property for the Soelety, and to deed the
same to settlers thereon, vhen dirootoa to do so by the
Exeoutive Comnittee,

Article 9, It shall de the duty of the Treasurer, and
of all agents vho collect funds for the Society, to report
the result of their collection in detail, at least once in
every month, through the Soeciety's organ,

Article 10, It shall be the duty of the Executive
Committes to appoint agents to collect funds and to transe
act all other necessary business for the Society, and to
have a written anmual report for the Socliety, in whiech
its pecuni and business transactions nhali bo fully set
forth and published to the world,

Article 11, This Soclety shall not deed land to any
but astual settlers vho are rorgioon from Southern slavery,
and who are the owvnaers of no land,

Apticle 12, 4ll land purchased by the society shall
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be divided into twenty-five acre lots or as near as
possidle, and at least one tenth of the hase price
of which shall be paid down settlers before possession
is given, and the ance to be paid in equal anmual
instalments,

Artiele 13, One third of all money paid in for land
by settlers shall de used for educational purposes for the
bonefit of said settlers children, and the other two
thirds for the purchase of more land for the same object,
while e¢hattel slavery exists in the United States,

Article 14, 4ny person can become a life member of
this Society by paying into i{ts treasury, at one time,
the sum of $3,00,

Article 15 No land bouzht by individuals from this
Soclety shall be sold or transferred by them to eny other
erson or persong, except it be to their heirs, the wife,
usband, or children, as the case may be, otherwise it
shall back to the Soclety, 4

Article 16, 7This Soelety shall meet for the trans-
action of business at least twice per year, and extra
meetings may be called by the Executive Committee, if the
btuginess of the Society should require it,

Article 17, VUhen a settlement under the supervision
of this Scciety shall incroase to as many as six families
or more, they shall ereet a school for the instruction of
their children,

Article 18, Any Soelety may become auxilliary to this
i&:iaty by eontriduting to the funds of the parent instie-
ons

Article 19, This Constitution may be altered or amended
by a majority of twvoethirds of the votes of its members
preosent if due notice shall have been given for such altere
ation or amendment three months previous to its deing
voted upon, ‘

By Laws

Article 1. FNo person shall receive more than five
acres of land from this Soclety at less than cost,

Article 2, %o person shsll dbe entitled to a free
grant of land from this “oclety, except they are widovs,
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men with families, or aged personss and in all cases they
shall clear off that portion of the land which the society
proposes to deed to them free of cost, within two years
from the time they enter it, unless prevented by casualties,
oth:rwiso they shall pay the society for it just what it
COS8STSs.

Article 3, This society shall be under no obligation
to hold in reserve any lot for those who shall not have
settlad on it, or commenced improvements within three
months from the day they made the first payment,

Article %, Fo person shall be allowed to remove any
timber from said land until they have first made payment
thereon.

Article 5, All matters of difficulty arising among
settlers on said land, where the laws are violated which
are intended to regulate the settlement, shall be left to
arbitration with the Executive Committee, and by whose
decision the parties shall abide.

Article 6. All applications for lots of land shall be
to the Executive Committee.

Article 7, No dwelling-house can be erected on said
land by settlers containing less than two rooms, nor shall
they have chimnies of wood and elay, but of brick or stone,

Article 8, Any settler who shall wilfully violate
the Constitution or By Laws of this Society, shall forfeit
and pay to the agrieved party according to ghe nature of
the offence, vhich shall be left to the decision of the
Executive Committee and if the same offence is repeated, the
fine shall be doubled; and repeated the third time, the
offender shall be expelled from the settlement or said
lot of land, receiving such compensation as the Executive
Committes shall decide his improvements entitle him to, 1

+~
'Rofugeos' Home Society",
(Feb, 12, 1852) Vol. II, No. Y4; p. 1, Col. i-=3
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APPENDIX D

Assaessment for the Township of Colchester 1845
Coloured Population

NAME OCCUPATION CHILDREN AGE
Moges Brown Farmer 60
Jason Greeves " . 40
William Hawe " " 2 kL
James Delancey n ol 78
David Jordon w " 1 38
Alexander Hogey n " 1 8
James Matthews " " 2 5
Jesse Read " " %0
Lewis Carter " " gg
~ Patrick Tanner " “ 1
Lewis Lucas " " EZ
William Haws " " 2
Peter Tompson . " 1l gg
Henry Skinker e "
George McRoy Tobaceonist 1 25
Robert Nelson Farmer ho
Willism Jackson o " )
Henry Lewis " " 48
Philip Vaughn " " 1
Shadrack Bruce " " %é
David Mitchel " " 1 60
George Mulder " " " 60
David Greer " " 3 40
Alfred Cousmins Blacksmith 27
John Hunt Farmer 2 26
Dimery Heathcoat " " 1l 22
Nathan Powell " u a 8
Alfred Pines " " 28
Eli Artis . 2 29
John More " bl 1l 38
86
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NAME OCCUPATION CHILDREN AQGE

S8olomon Obanion
James Cosby
Edward Benett
Benjamin Stewart
Nelson Pettiford
William Richardson
George Turner
David Fraser
Joseph Younghlood
George Tompson
James Halley
David Homes
William Ruth
e
oy 8
BEdwin Matthevws Sr.
Hathew Matthews

b
é
e

O ¥ PR
DI SRNRTIREENE S ET IR TR

Irving
Washington Hurse
Josish Fletcher
Peter Brown
John Brooks
Levi Brooks
Thomas Janes
Henry Johnson
Benjamin Butler
sgter gobinson
neent Hardy
Wi tan Tang
an
John Green
Levi Simpson
M{les Powell
Solomon Smith
James Brown
Charles Scott
Gsorne Vashioes
e Washington
Edvard Gumn

Richard Whitehoad
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2 BES 223 2ZT A 2SRER 2N TS ST TSR TLTRTRIIISISAIRELD
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NAME OCCUPATION CHILDREN AGE

Samuel Munay = aymer
Richard Washington
William Campbell
David Barre
Alexander Marshal
Alther Walker
Reuben Moon

Jacod Deeks
William Cranson
Watson Towns
Thomas Gilson
John Hunt
Jeremiaha Gazle
Hannah Beazlay
Thomas Baker

John Dalico

Eli Highwarden Shoemaker
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APPENDIX E

Assessment of Coloured Population of Colchester Township 1860
| PROFESSION AGE NO, OF NO, OF

NAME

Artis Henry
Artis Archibald
Allen Benn
Artis Jacod
Allen John
Artis Levis
Anthony David.
Artis El1
demstrong Jonathan
Armstrong John
Atkins Lawson
Bird Sarah
Bubbins Henry
Butler William
Brown William
Brooks Levi
Bubbs Willtam
Butler John
Banks Irving
Brown Isase
Butler Agnes
Barrett Eldred
Butler Philip
Brooks John
Benn Shadrac
Brown Mo

Charis Wily
Charis Malakah
Campbell Harden
Elingm&n 8. W,
Clingman Gsdbriel
Chandler A, W,
Conway Solomon

Farmer

89

EREEEERW

29
¥

é
61

EIEZERE BPITEITRR

47

39

COR.
SQH. R.
8.M.R,

LOT

E. 417
W,$17
§P-12
Weilk

Ei8
G
Eep=-17
RE.p-17

ézlo,ll

E.$3
p~1l
E

E.312
Rod1o

SP.W,311

8pe13
NP-11
SEP-17
Sg'%%lz
WP—8

NP=-8

g. %11
Eoid
8P=8

P "Eo i‘lO
18

P-71
r--68
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HAMB

Carter lLevis
Sonvey Seoree
(Y
Cagwvell Crosby
Don Quixott 8,
Davis James
Donnis Peter

Davis John
Edwvards William
Fairfax Stephen
Pisher William
Fletcher Jonah -
Fairfax Issas
Green John

Oreen Bdward
Green Jouph

Greer David
Hickman Samyel
Hall Rishard
Hill James

Hamilton Charles

Bard;n Vzhw::

nee

Hardy Samuel

Hardy Aron

Hill James

Kc klns Mariah
{11iam

Ha ticld Charles

Howard David
Burst Joshmna

Burst Washington
Hands szn‘

Rurst John
Harris Jeremiah

PROFESSION AGE RO, OF
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NAME

Eolly James
Jackson Peter
James Thomas
Jamesg Willis
Jaeckson York
Johngon Henry
Johnson James
Kersey 8tephen
Kersey S{m«r
Kersoy Alexander
Kersey Ephraim

Lang Elisa
Leatherman Lowis

Levis Berry
Lovry Mark

Mason Edwvar
Michtel Levi

Mancey Andrevw

Muncey Berm
Milton Joseph
George
Mat Sarah
Millard Peter
McOruden Moses
Matthevws Janes
Malder John
Merehant John
Matthews Mathew

W,
MeCoy Nelson
Morgan Emarmel
Mason Jose
Harshall Alex

Noris Washington

Noris John
Noris Abprahan
Nelson Thomas
Nelson John
Relson Rodert

Pines Elijah

PROFRSSION AGE WO, OF KO, OF
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RAMB

Poston James

Pettiford FHancy
Polema William
Powel Kathan
Pwel Willis
Poston Dudley

Philips Washington
Alfred

Pelet
oy Amos
Robertson William
Robertson Daniel
Reynolds John
1ds Ba:"let
Ruth Willism

Ry Ed,

Reid Josie
Stewart Benn
Strothers Ra tben
Shepherd John
Simpson Levi
Smith Daniel '
Sanders Jans ¥,

Scott Charles
S8impson Gadriel -
Simpson James
S8swyer Benmn
Hesire saciisen.
n
Smith James
Smith B4, J.

Taylor Berohavw
Tanner Patriek

Tisdale Widow
Thornton William
Towns Watson
Uwdanks Johnathan

Vaughn Philip

Farmer

42
25

&%
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CON,.

BOKORQ
8.M.R,
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