CONSTRUCTING BOOKSCAPE: EXPERIMENTS IN MAPPING THE SITES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE
LONDON BOOK TRADES OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
James Raven
This essay explores ways in which we might develop a cultural history of the early modern book trades by
means of different mapping techniques. The attempt is to offer a multivariate historical mapping of cultural
production that evaluates connections between place, personnel, and product, and tracks changing processes
and perceptions of literary and artistic endeavour. The underlying concern with the relationship between the real
and the imagined demands comparison between contemporary and later representations. It calls into question
the ways in which memory can be mapped in an accessible and productive manner, while encouraging
continued experiment with electronic resources and computer-aided visualisations and mapping techniques.
Such an exercise revisits the problematics of mapping, testing the robustness of drawn boundaries and the
values and prejudices inherent in charted lines and distinctions. Visual units, like statistics and the quantified
values used in economic history, can be both instructive and misleading. Drawn lines representing boundaries
can distort and exaggerate (indeed, there is no theoretical avoidance of the problem). As Derek Gregory has put
it, "mapping is necessarily situated, em-bodied, partial: like all other practices of representation."1 The selection
of boundary criteria is obviously subjective, and even more prone to inadvertent assumptions and bias. The
further mapping of temporality and memory—as attempted in the historical mapping that follows—might serve to
question and dissolve some of the falsely rigid boundaries, but it can also compound confusions. The use of new
computer generated mapping techniques, for example, appears to offer much greater flexibility and a greatly
increased range of ways of viewing (and thereby testing) cartographic information, but CAD (Computer Aided
Design), GIS (Geographic Information Systems), and other programs and digital manipulations will always, of
course, only be as good as the data they are fed.
The term coined here for the subject of this reconstructive mapping is "bookscape", an abstraction sufficiently
versatile to encompass both the envisaging of the trades in the eighteenth century and how we might now
envisage those changing relationships between re-presentation and reality. It embraces, above all, the idea that
maps are culturally charged, that maps create knowledge of the world that is socially and culturally constitutive.
Ultimately, it might suggest ways of building on insights (most, significantly, offered by historical geographers)
about temporal dimensions of spatiality, or, more precisely, of the way that historical case-studies can illuminate
the discursive triad of power, knowledge, and spatiality.2
At a procedural level, three distinct types of diagrammatic representation have directly informed this
construction of bookscape. The first of these is the communications circuitry most notably as-sociated with the
shorthand systematizing of Robert Darnton, Nicolas Barker, and Thomas Adams, and others. In the words of
Barker and Adams, their mapping is designed to suggest "relationships rather than exact locations." 3 The
second type of diagram is the fuller (although in many ways no less problematic) mapping of specific sites, a
plotting of book trades’ properties imposed upon familiar cartographic re-presentations of London districts. The
most familiar of these are the eighteenth-century mappings by Ian Maxted and the more detailed mapping of the
seventeenth-century St Paul's Churchyard by Peter Blayney.4 The third source of inspiration are new
developments in presenting and analysing variables and their relationships by means of GIS and other computer
applications. This last influence is still perhaps more important in terms of the posing of questions rather than in
answering them, particularly in cultural history applications. More broadly, indeed, the quality of integration of the
"new technical geography" with spatial analysis has been criticized, and some have warned of GIS as offering
the "promise of monsters." 5
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The base project from which this essay derives, Mapping the Print Culture of Eighteenth-Century London, is
designed to examine aspects of the location of book production and sale in London in what we might label the
"literary long eighteenth century" in England, that is the 120 years between the lapse of the licensing laws in
1695 and the introduction of mechanical printing in 1814. The subject of the project, the "book trade", is an
accepted and familiar term, but in fact we should more usefully write of the book trades, of distinctive crafts and
employments supporting each other, and also linked to other occupations. As an industry, the book trade
comprised a series of commercial transactions over different products involving different manufacturers,
processors, finishers, wholesale and retail distributors, circulation agents, and contractual and open market
consumers. Given the complexity of this, all three types of mapping can contribute to understanding the structure
and relationships within the trade, despite the dangers of over-simplified circuitry and over-simplified
cartography.
Recovery of the original terms by which the trades were known should be helpful here but, in fact,
contemporary descriptions have often caused great confusion. The individual trades making up the book trade,
including booksellers, printers, binders, stationers, engravers, print-sellers, and auctioneers, were described in
ambiguous terms and at the very time of increased distinction between the crafts. The appellation "bookseller"
was a conveniently broad job-description. At the turn of the eighteenth century, a "bookseller" could be a
publisher— that is the financier of the work to be printed and sold—and a retailer of books, or a retailer acting as
an agent for a wholesale-publisher. As publishers, booksellers might rely on contracted printers, rather than
operate their own press. They might distribute books to other booksellers or directly to the public, or the term
"publisher" might be used to describe those issuing rather than financing publications (that is, making them
public). What all these different labels often hide is the fundamental division between those booksellers who
invested and dealt in the ownership of the copyright to publication, and those who either printed, sold, or
distributed books for the copyholders or who traded entirely outside the bounds of copyright materials.
The distinctions offered at the time, however, continued to disguise structural differences. For example,
Collier's Parents and Guardians Directory, published in 1761, advised that booksellers may be divided into the
following classes:
1. The wholesale dealer, who subsists by his country trade, and by serving some of our plantations.
2. Those who deal only or principally in bibles, common prayers, almanacs, &c. who are also
wholesale dealers.
3. The retail dealers, who generally deal in new books.
4. Those who deal chiefly in foreign books. And those who sell old books.

These five divisions, with attention given to the imperial market in the first, and the combination of the
antiquarian and the work-a-day second-hand trade in the last, are clearly problematic. Nevertheless, they did
contribute to the contemporary structuring of a frame of reference for the book trades. Collier's guide was
certainly more than a list, offering basic notions of arrangement and organization. The divisions were, in effect, a
mapping of relationships, a hierarchy, and an explanation of difference.
The obvious difficulty we have in assessing the characterization of the book trades is our imperfect
knowledge about what the printshops exactly looked like, where they stood, and how they were operated. On the
basis of existing late seventeenth-and eighteenth-century maps of the area, (see figures 5, 6,and 7) the Oxford
project aims to find ways of mapping new evidence of the commercial environment of print production during the
transformation of the trade in that period. The project will eventually cover all the key sites of bookselling and
publishing in this period, but to date we have focussed on the book trades heartlands of Paternoster Row and St
Paul's Churchyard. The Churchyard was a traditional site of stationery and allied businesses; the Row became
so during the course of the eighteenth century. 6 In 1667, the first rebuilding Act after the Great Fire attempted
street straightening, replacement of former bottlenecks and overhanging buildings, and a certain standardization
of house-building.
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Six streets, close to Stationers' Hall and Paternoster Row, including Ludgate leading away from St Paul's,
were defined as "high and principal" where houses were to be four storeys in height— no more and no less. The
various Acts to regulate building largely failed to prevent pell-mell building in unpaved alleys and former gardens
and courtyards.7
Immediately to the north of the Churchyard, Paternoster Row was acclaimed in the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth century primarily for its mercers, silkmen, and lace makers. During the next hundred years, however,
about sixty or so booksellers (and some two dozen at any one time) established the Row as the centre of the
wholesaling of books and magazine and periodical publishing. By at least the 1770s, the Row was one of the
premier publishing and book wholesaling streets in Europe—possibly, indeed, the most productive such street
anywhere in Europe by the end of the century. New capital entered publishing from various sources and new
entrepreneurship flourished despite high capital costs, lengthy investment before return on publi-cation, and the
restrictions of relatively fixed relations between different units of production. These limits included, above all, the
broad technological constraints existing until late in the 1810s and the introduction of the steam-powered printing
press.
The exact size and location of the Paternoster Row bookshops has never been clear, while the destruction of
the Row by incendiary bombs during the Second World War and its rebuilding (currently continuing again)
cutting across its original line make its former appearance almost impossible to imagine. Most of the buildings as
well as some 5 million books were destroyed in one attack of the night of 29 December 1940. The original layout
of bookshops, their physical arrangement and location is not simple to reconstruct. Our difficulty is that we have
so few sources describing not only the commercial environment but also the appearance of the Row. Almost all
the booksellers' personal and business papers have disappeared.
The Oxford project has provided new foundation work here. Re-search based on annual land tax assessment
records allow, for the first time, an account of the establishment, movement, and general size of the various
bookselling concerns. The interpretation offered by the land tax records (held at the Guildhall, London) can then
be combined with use of rebuilding surveys undertaken after the Fire, property records of the Dean and Chapter
of St Paul's, property records of the Corporation of London and, in particular, the rental books of the Bridge
House Committee, and property records of the Stationers' Company and other livery companies. Together with
Stationers' Company apprenticeship lists and details from imprints, term catalogues, and advertisements, they
build up a map of the different property and occupancy divisions and the different inhabitants of the Row and
surrounding area during this period. Leasehold agreements and other records, including early trade directories,
confirm the locations.8 (See figures 8 and 9).
The historical reconstruction process is not an easy one, with no properties numbered or their order or floor
identified in the land taxation or even sometimes in leasehold records. The routes followed by assessors and
collectors of the tax included up and down stairs as well as along streets, and the routes were determined by
precinct and ward boundaries that cut across the streets and the alleyways. In making the fair copies, clerks
often left out street names (and minor side-streets were never distinguished from the main street) and often
failed to mark where precincts ended, as well as sometimes arbitrarily listing the names and rentals in reverse
order. Such records only underscore John Summerson's description of these London streets and habitations as
an "inscrutable topographical jig-saw." 9
Other pieces of the mapping puzzle provide a sense of the commercial neighbourhood, the land tax
assessments revealing the sites of other trades, warehousing, yards, and stabling. The records suggest the
situation of the many smaller properties, crowded together with many upper storeys. Most housed relatively
humble craftsmen and women, and many, like the binders, serviced the book trade which came to dominate the
area. In addition, when supplemented by the property leases, tax records provide invaluable information about
the finances of the individual firms, giving insights into multiple subletting, lease re-negotiation, tax assessments
on stock as well as rentals (rental value on land and moveable property and amount paid), and ware-housing
costs. Economic analysis of this mapping can then be attempted, with early results focussing on four aspects:
the smallness of the individual units, the very large number of firms, the rapidity of their turnover, and their
complex subletting (where, for example, no owner-occupier has been identified amongst the booksellers of this
area, while some were the tenants of tenants of tenants).
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Such mapping contradicts various suggestions that booksellers moving to the Row and neighbourhood
bought their shops freehold. This includes interpretations of wills (such as those of John Newbery, the first main
childrens' bookseller) where bequests of bookshops and other properties have also been assumed to have been
freehold.
Further economic interpretations have been offered elsewhere,10 but in summary we can see how there was
no simple aggrandizement of large publishing or wholesaling firms. Instead, a complex development of new
combinations of separate traders supported the new type of large publisher or wholesaler who, like George
Robinson of the Row, was qualitatively different from the major copyright-holding booksellers and their "congers"
of mid-century. As the new mappings confirm, a greater variety of business and forms of business collaboration
is the mark of the late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century book trades. Here, in the first stage of
reconstructing the physical place of all this activity, the taxation and property records offer dozens of failures and
beginnings, new locations, new patterns of succession to businesses, the dating of various fires, collapsed
buildings, extensions, and business takeovers. A particular question concerns the sites of the printers in this
area, the premises which adjoined them, and, indeed, the neighbouring trades to booksellers. The taxation
records confirm a decline in the mercers in the Row over the century, but they also suggest a resurgence of
haberdashers and silk, ribbon, and crepe-sellers, and the endurance of the metalworkers and silversmiths
(many, engravers for the book trade), the tallow chandlers and the butchers and tavern keepers. The exactness
and regularity of the assessments also allow the identification of other premises held by the same booksellers.
Many leasehold agreements, in particular, include well drawn and annotated ground plans. These suggest
complex living arrangements, with upper storeys and parts of a lower storey occupied by one trading tenant, or
with tenants trading from and living in other rooms of a small building. Working spaces appear very confined,
with printshops in particular, ranging over multiple small rooms. Certain bookshops, especially those of the major
publishers, boasted larger rooms than those of the print shops. Internal plans of many bookshops also suggest
large storage space within the house, extensive living and lodging quarters, and increasingly public areas. The
larger premises included modest meeting or entertaining rooms and more commodious ground-floor shop
rooms.
The recreation of the environment in this way allows us to speculate further about working practices. The tall
narrow buildings suffered from poor light. In the many confined shops in the Row and its environs, off small
courts or crowded together, the paper windows for which the printer was noted, were necessarily small. Together
with restrictions on working space, the problems of light for the backhouses suggest powerful reasons for leading
printers to be located away from this populous centre of the Row and the Churchyard. The crowded
arrangements might also support notions of "seasonality" in print-work. If presses were operated fourteen hours
a day throughout the year, artificial light by candle must have been required. Certainly, the fire insurance
records, now also under study,11 chronicle numerous disasters, despite the precautionary measures of the many
Building Acts. A surprisingly large number of buildings also collapsed by themselves. The city, as Summerson
further argued, was rebuilt as "robust second-rate," but many occupiers might not have been so ready to confirm
that the rebuilding was even robust. On changes of tenant landlords often had to put in a set of repairs—or
demand such a set from bidders for a new tenancy. And repairs often seem to have amounted to almost
complete reconstruction.
The verticality of the streetscape and life on different levels are also suggestive of different hierarchies in this
small book community, but here we should also note what is missing from the property and taxation records. We
can now trace the proximity of allied trades (and indeed their diffusion) and we know also that rich and poor
worked and lived side by side, but our appreciation of this last dimension is far from complete. It is true that the
tax records of the 1790s show the remodelling of many premises to include more shop space or the letting out of
rooms above shops where the bookseller had once lived. Very largely, however, there remain very few tenants
listed in the taxation records who are neither tradespeople nor widows and lodgers (the last category being very
small in the records). The greatest weakness of the taxation records for understanding the sociology of this
trading area is that only heads of households were recorded. Clearly, many habitually working and even living
within visited houses—and every house and shop was visited annually—escape enumeration. Almost all
apprentices, poor lodgers, servants, wives, and dependent family members are un-noticed by the taxation
registers. The omission of female dependents and workers is particularly misleading to any sociological
reconstruction as gender segregation appears to have been striking. Despite the number of women working in
the trades (especially in binding and in street hawking) and the relatively common inheritance of women to
printing or bookselling businesses, historical commercial mappings reflect male dominated business life. The
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novelist, Elizabeth Gaskell, recollected that the Chapter Coffee House, the most important copy-right trading site
and a key literary centre, "was a place solely frequented by men; I believe that there was but one female servant
in the house."12
An even broader issue concerns the experience and perception of more general physical boundaries. Richard
Sennett, in his exploration of the nature of the "public" of this period, argued that architecture bounded and
interpreted public life. Walls acted as barriers to both social mobility and the struggle for social order. 13 Yi-Fu
Tuan has also suggested a relationship between verticality and a sense of striving and upward mobility, further
arguing that “the appeal of cities lies in large part on the juxtaposition of the cozy and the grand, of darkness and
light, the intimate and the public. . . . Much of the attraction of old European cities resides in the juxtaposition of
crowded residential quarters (the dark warrens of life) and spacious public squares."14 Notably, John Strype
described the new bookmen in Paternoster Row in 1720 in relation to their attraction: "at the upper end [of
Paternoster Row] some Stationers, and large Warehouses for Booksellers; well situated for learned and studious
Mens access thither; being more retired and private."15
As the new mappings confirm, the Row was indeed a compact and crowded area with narrow courts and
businesses on different levels. Many binders' houses were huddled together, with numerous print-shops located
in back courts and alleys. The concentration of leading booksellers' premises in the long strip made good
commercial sense. Warehousing was often shared, and all benefited from closely neighbouring trades, including
the tallow chandlers and the silver smiths. The narrow alleyways against which many of the bookshops were
sited were also passages of obvious congestion from passers-by. Moreover, the attraction of the Row and
Churchyard to booksellers wishing to join an area of noted trade specialism (agglomeration theory in modern
parlance) was an issue of more than commercial repute. In Kevin Lynch's suggestive words: "physical
characteristics, to the extent that they are a threshold at all, seem to radiate their image conceptually to some
degree, spreading out from a centre." 16
In pursuing this further level of historical mapping, we might first consider how contemporaries charted the
major book trade areas. The topography of the London book trade was imagined by contemporaries in various
ways and from various sources. Early eighteenth-century commentators, like Strype, penned vivid impressions.
Just as widely, printshops, bookshops, and libraries were represented in literary tours and descriptions and in
engravings and illustrations in books, mag-azines, and separately published prints. Some London circulating
library and bookshop catalogues included engravings of their idealised interiors—and sometimes exteriors—
even if the reality was somewhat more modest. Several tradecards did similarly.17
The imaginative impression could also be oblique, if no less memorable. Thirty years ago, Pat Rogers
measured the Grub Street of the imagination against its reality,18 but the Paternoster Row area to the south of
Little Britain, flourishing as Grub Street declined, also took on a particular shape and valuation through its own
wares as it became the premier publishing district of the country. Steadily, lists, directories, finding-aids, and
other miscellaneous guides to bookmen and women appeared. Bookseller Dunton pioneered what was to be, in
a variety of ways, a favourite exercise with his 1705 listings of printers, book-sellers, binders, cutters of wood
and engravers. Another bookseller, Henry Dell of Holborn, offered a 1766 poetic tour of the London bookworld,
and one used by Terry Belanger as a foundation, if still light-hearted, directory to the trade. Dell’s poem should,
perhaps, be reviewed for its contemporary appeal and its creation of a geography of recognizable people, or of
what Dell described in Paternoster Row as a booksellers’ "tribe".19
In the mental mapping of all this, much importance must be given to what has been called "imageability." 20
Street names were one source of this: Pater-Noster Row, Amen Corner, Ave Maria Lane, Ivy Lane, and the
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Chapter Coffee House. Cannon Alley or Canon's Lane, linking the Row with the Churchyard, was more familiarly
known by its former name, Pissing Alley. Further, and highly visual and mnemonic designation was added by the
images of the tradesigns adopted by the booksellers - Bible, Mitre, Rose, Crown, Ship, Anchor, the "heads" of
various literary and political figures, and many other badges besides. Strype in 1720 had reported of the Row
that "of all the Streets in the whole City, there is none to compare to it for handsome Signs, and uniformly
hung."21 Publishers attained a virtual recognition by means of the titlepage addresses of their products—and the
insistence and precision of those imprints remains. The addresses and styles of bookshops in imprints and
newspaper advertisements contributed to the contemporary construction of the book world by many more than
just those concerned with buying books and actually visiting or writing to bookshops and booksellers.
In this community of the imagination, much was added, exaggerated, and omitted. These are the layers of
different histories retold, with an invention and reinvention of the bookworld as a result of particular literary
enthusiasms and conceits, many of which were influenced by commercial considerations. The imaginative
accounts contributed to a codification of the bookworld—or a "bookscape"—as inhabited and practised. This was
the more so in a world not navigable by street numbers until late in the eighteenth century. Landmarks continued
to be read more from the memory of actually seeing them than from any printed representations, although the
interaction between print and memory gained much greater complexity at exactly this time. Certainly, the trade
directories increased so that by the end of the eighteenth century there were two or three annually published
competitors, but it was not until Johnstone's London Commercial Guide and Street Directory, issued in 1817,
that trades were arranged in the listings by street, and there was still no accompanying map, and no illustrations.
As a result, the broader literary representations that there were, from scenes in novels to memoirs of tours, took
on a particular significance.
In effect, such a recreation of the dimensions and confusions of the neighbourhood of the Row and the
Churchyard suggests multiple contemporary mappings, strikingly affected by the physical confinement,
populousness, and different levels of the buildings, and by the diversity and proximity of so many booktraders
and other traders huddled together in the area. The neighbourhood represented by the computer-generated
reconstruction of figure 9 was extremely varied. The butchers' shops and stalls of Newgate Market displayed
carcasses on open stands and the square itself boasted fifty-one cellars for the on-site slaughter of the hundreds
of beasts driven down Newgate to the market. Amongst the customers of the butchers' products were the nearby
taverns and the chandlers and the oilmen. For such a very confined area, there was an extraordinary profusion
and mixture of trades, with all the consequences that must have brought to the ear, eye, and nose. Mapping
challenges here might be described as Yi-Fu Tuan put it, "to discern significant worlds."22 Can we map noise and
smells and the variables of light? Auditory and olfactory features of the Row must have been the smell of the
printing trough room, the stables, the oilmen, and the fires burning during periods of long labour. The workshop
and domestic chimneys contributed to a murky atmosphere in a concentrated area. Crossing Blackfriars Bridge
in 1785, William West "could only just perceive St. Paul's with its dome towering amid the smoke and fog that
surrounded it." He further recalled standing at the entrance to London-House Yard (between the Row and St
Paul’s Churchyard) where "my mind was pervaded with a kind of awe at the gloomy appearance of the stores of
literature before me."23
We might well ask, of course, whether any recording or mapping of such variables amounts to anything. Even
if it does appear a mapping-too-far, however, certain benefits might derive from attention to these aspects, not
least the features of change and continuity. The density of experience provided a set of contrasts which
permeated the representations of the book world around St Paul's. Here was a mixture of order and irregularity,
darkness and light, movement and permanence. For all the Row's depiction as a quaint higgledy-piggledy place,
much regularity was in evidence—in buildings, in physical and social segregations, and in the order necessary
for efficient commercial production. The greatest change on the streetscape during the second half of this period
was the removal of the tradesigns and rubric posts outside the bookshops. A generation after Strype, complaints
about dangers and the hindrance to traffic and trade were far more common. Following an Act of 1762, the
tradesigns were fixed flat against the walls and action was taken to bring some sort of order to the dozens of
advertising rubric posts lining both sides of the street and pasted with title-pages and other printed sheets. 24
Here was real contrast between the uniformities of market activity and the reality of trading movement and
Strype, London and Westminster, bk 3: 195b.
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discontinuity.
Above all, the more sophisticated mapping provides us with a measure of rates and types of change—
something which can all too easily be neglected in the new cultural history. 25 Impermanence was obvious,
properties were re-used by different trades, and buildings had to be adaptable. Unprecedented turnover in
books was matched by unprecedented turnover in booksellers. Although some London traders continued jointventures and ad hoc partnerships, a new vulnerability and rivalry was introduced into the trade by the late
eighteenth century, to which even the leading firms, like the Robinsons, bankrupted in 1804, were not immune.
Also amongst the mobile were the printers who prospered in this area and yet also migrated away, and the many
grander booksellers who, by the end of the period, sought their country retreat, or at least no longer lived over
the shop. By the early nineteenth century, the more successful bookseller-publishers lived well outside the city—
the Robinsons at Streatham, the Longmans at Hampstead. The cosy world of Paternoster Row bookshops with
booksellers in residence above, was fractured.
The capturing of types of change therefore becomes a key aspect of this mapping. The London book trade
was transformed in the eighteenth century, but as we have seen, sites of bookselling were legible not only
through the present physical reality of the buildings but from the remembered and the memorialized. The sense
of the place of bookselling and making was deliberately constructed by influential booksellers and lovers of
literary lore. Proud of the tradition of bookselling, they incorporated memories of trials and sufferings as well as
triumphs, through printed anecdote, essay, or even trade sign. The celebration, almost sanctification, of certain
areas was broadly dependent on local and national histories, and more particularly on specific associations,
religious, political, or familial. Those booksellers' signs suspended above the shop front made references to
trade specialisms or to former occupants of the sites, but their "heads" in particular signalled deliberate and often
contrasting allegiances and pedigrees: the celebration of classical, learned, or sectarian heroes.
The construction of tiered and intersecting maps of this area will, above all, reflect a self-referential world, and
one in which puffing and commercial ingenuity was often indistinguishable from sincere re-flection and
commentary. Instant memorializing produced a selective popular history of the Row. Romanticism was
extended by Victorian accounts of this period, built on the foundation of the anecdotes coll-ected by the great
bookman, John Nichols, the real eighteenth-century observer.26 Key moments were soon established by such
sketches. The first literary club was dated as from 1695 and identified with the Castle Tavern, with entrances off
Paternoster Row, Queen's Head Alley, and Newgate Street. In Ivy Lane, at the King's Head, Dr Johnson
founded the Rambler Club in 1749. The Chapter Coffee House and its booksellers and literati featured in the first
issue of the Connoisseur in 1754, and here the trade associations met, Thomas Chatterton despatched letters,
and Oliver Goldsmith sat in state. Here also the Witanagemot and the Wet Paper Club—supported by George
Robinson, "king of the booksellers"—were regularly convened.27
Form was envisaged and experienced by physical surroundings— by verticality and narrowness—but also in
terms of site and memory—of hallowed places, of successions to bookselling sites and signs. These were clearly
legible in different ways to different people—many Paternoster Rows, not one. Any understanding of the
transformation of this area in this period must take into account the very diversity of approach and complexity of
appreciation recognized certainly by booksellers who looked to different markets and audiences. And this is the
more so, because physical remains are almost all now gone and all is a matter of written and drawn record
which still invites controversial reconstruction for commercial and political reasons.
Ever since his Social Justice and the City (1973), David Harvey has pursued questions about "spatiality" in
which place and space are seen as crucial to the practice of social life. His Condition of Postmodernity (1989)
asked critical questions of Jonathan Raban's equally influential book, Soft City (1974). Raban, who believes that
the city is not as disciplined or disciplining as it seems, famously wrote that "the city goes soft; it awaits the
imprint [note, for us, the bibliographical metaphor] of an identity. For better or worse, it invites you to remake it,
to consolidate it into a shape you can live in." Of cities, Raban said, "we mould them in our images: they, in their
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turn, shape us by the resistance they offer when we try to impose our own personal form on them."28 According
to Harvey, Raban exaggerates the diversity and individuality which can be accomplished in a city by different
imaginings and patternings by the individual.29 Perhaps this offers a parallel with Victorian and early twentiethcentury representations of the Row, the Churchyard, and the centre of the bookworld of the eighteenth century
which provided a nostalgic and selective account of the "haunts of old booksellers" emphasising individualism,
positive eccentricity, and a certain kind of elitism. These locations never achieved the metonymy of place,
tradition, and practice of Grub Street, as explored by Pat Rogers, but they were accorded a very specific
memorialization. Layers of this have to be peeled away to reveal the Row in the long eighteenth century: a time
of transformation but also of certain continuities, of design and accident, of solid construction and
impermanence, of commercialization and of business fragility.
To reconstruct a "bookscape" is, of course, to introduce a pointed artificiality—no one, to my knowledge,
spoke or wrote of such a thing in the eighteenth century—but it is offered here as a deliberate parallel with the
tensions between three essentials of the concept of landscape: the imagined, the remembered, and the actual.
The "bookscape" I propose is not just real terrain, but the envisaging of spatial form, value, and temporality. The
larger questions raised by this configuration certainly include debates about rethinking "modernity." In a
stimulating study, Miles Ogborn has offered a series of cultural historical mappings that "aim to provide a sense
of the variegated topography of modernity in eighteenth-century London ." The result of his work—and the
implications of the continued mapping of bookscape—is to produce a fractured sense and fragmented map of
modernity, one which challenges and rewrites the histories of social relationships, of order and control, of
commodity consumption, and of institutional identities (amongst others).30
Pleasing and instructive "prospects" were much popularized during the eighteenth century. Prospects can
offer both expectations as well as views, and they each do so from a fixed perspective which is by definition
one of many possible views offered by individual commentators and viewers. What I have in mind, therefore, is
a configuration of the "book trade" as a range of differently constructed mental mappings—a cultural topography
which considers the different dimensions and qualities of the print world. We might yet be able to produced
mappings of "symbol-making" for this part of London, reclaiming the significant cultural referents of the area that
are more than territorial locational mappings and which reconstruct a much broader historical space and
chronology. The intersecting maps might plot what geographers have called "points of capture" for a discourse
network of signs and practices that work ultimately to reveal specific historical topographies of power.31 A study
in the dimensions of cultural production in the eighteenth century would then, by means of electronically
retrievable mappings of connections and transformations, offer particular ideas of the effects of new enterprise in
the book trade in wholly new terms of historical bibliography.
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