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Precisely tecause »f£ hils de;p convietions and almost
painfullsincerity, this whcle concept of absalute énd relative
truth was a2 ﬁatter of great cgmplexity in Proude's mind, anéc‘
ieﬁ £> an apparent 1qconsistency 5f'thought. Charles Xingsley's
daugnter, known best by her pen-name of Lucas ‘Malet, sensed the
roots of this inconsistency.’ In endeavouring to descride her = —~
* famous uncle, 'she wrote that he was

2 man apparently contradictory, almost inconsistent,
because of his przfsund reverence for essgential truth,
an® unsparing effort to arrive at it.... Iroenle toward

opinions and toward the appearance 27 humar actlons,
because he realized the Immense varlety of possibilities
surrbunding everything we say_and thir®y or think we
think, and everything we do.? -

As an historian, Froude seems con occasiéﬁftq become

almost hopelessly entangled in his c¢onflicting appfoaches:to 7

-

truth, and consequently he often seems -2 be arguing against

himself., On the absglute side, he "could not be indifferent

-
to the moral side of historical questions, or accept the doe¢-

trine that every onéris right from his own-point of view, "¢
He insisted that ' | -

One lesson, and only one, history may bte said -
to repeat with distinctness; that is-thaf tte world.
1s built somehow on moral foundatlions; that in the
long run, it 1s well with the good; in the long run
1t is 111 with the wicked.TO

And -2pain that

No one can thrive upén denizls: positive truth of
some kind is éssential as food both for mind and charac-

i —

8 .
Quoted in Dunn, Froude, Iilx,

5%paul, Life of Froude, 399.

ZQG,Q:-Froude, "Mme Scilence. of History", in Short
tudies on Great Subjects, 4 vols. (London: J.M, Dent & Sons, 120%)
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év». Depend upon it that in all 1oqc-established
ractices Jr sp*ritua1 formulas there nhas been some
tving truth.... The eternal truths and 1":l.r‘nts of
vhings exist, fortunately, independent of our thoughts
and wisghes, fixed as mathematics, inherent in the na-
ture of man and the world. $g are no more to be
trifled with than gravitation.
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‘And yet,'he'was at the same time almost‘painfullx_ .
aware o0 the difficultf of ascertaining any absoldte'truth
from higgorical facts as'transmitted from one age to énother.h
'Iu was, no‘abubt,fon this basis thaf he fezred and opposed thne
crcept of a sclence of history. ., He 0e“ce*ved clearly-that

"

facts come to us ‘hrough the minds >f those wnd “ecarded them,

»

neither machines nor anrels bu fallible creatuqﬂ;, w‘tﬂ :
e
human passions and pre judices.’'® He goes on tc elaborate nis
w

concern in hls oft-quoted analdgx: . o
)

Tt <STEn seems tome as if History was like 2
chi1d's box -of letters, with which we can spell any
word we please., We have only to plck out such let-
ters as we want, arranre them as we like, and say
nothing about those which do not sulfs our purposes.

-
{2

Quite earl& in nis 1life he had vecome awafe »f this
difMculty in arriving at ‘some sense of absolute trutn, and
there 1s an air of disiﬁiusioément in nis observatlon that

Even oardinary nisto“y, e\ceot mere annals, 1s
21l more. or iess fictliicus; that 1s, the facts are
relzted, not as ghey rea.ly happened, but as they ap-
peared to the writer; as they happened-to 1llustrate
ais values or Support nis pﬂinc*DTes TH

7l7._&. Proude, "Education” (Inzugural Address at St.

Andig%? UniversIty, 1864). In Short Studlies of Great Sub jects,
T1:476-7.

T2proude, "The Sclence of History", 15.
T31p1d., 1.

Thepoude, "Life of Stm Neot". Quoted in Basil Willey
More Nineteenth Century Stud*es{pondon- Chattc & Windus, 16565

r
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Even in the pages »f his History, Froude contin-
ues to wrestle with the comgplexitles of thils dilemma, and

tc rilve an indicatlion of what he leels, after all, the.his-

be:

« ct

tortan's sclutinn mus
L

The philosophy of kistsry which resdlves events
1nto the actisn »f organic and necessary laws, con-
~eals from us the perplexities of the llving instru-
ments by which thesge eventis .were broucht about. We
see what actually happened; we Imagine that we dis-

_ cern the causes which determined the effecteg; and, 1n

~ asguning & necessary connectlon between them, we smile
at the needless fears, we ridicule the needless precau-
tions, of kings ahd ministers.... By a subtle process
of intellectual injustice, we connect the after-exper-
jence of facts intn principles of reasoning which would
have ernabled us to [oresee those facts..... ' .

'¥nowledge of the result', a wise man once ob-
served, 'has spollt the composition of history.'

A ust moral appreclation 2® econduct i1s made 1impos-
sible by it. The remedy, 8o far as tnere 1s a reredy,
13 to 1look wherever we can through the eyes of con- .
temporaries.’o . ’

If any his%orian has ever sougnt £o look throﬁgh the
eyes of contemporarles, 1t was Froude. This was, no doubg,
'iartly g result »f natural excitement ove} the discovery of
so much matenial writtgn in the words of his dramatls personae
theﬁselves, but it was also> a result »f Froude's partlcular
conception »f what good history ought t> be, He felt that the

essence of history was t5 be found In good drama, and for his

ingpiratisn he looked.to

-

Shakespeare's history plays, where, he claimed, '

'the most perfect English history whilch exists 1s
£t he found.' By this he meant that Shakespeare

+ kept near to the facts as he found them, letting

the characters speak as the chronlcles sald they

T5Froude, History of Fngland, -IX: 405,
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had spoken, and did not try.to morallze oF phllos-
.~phize about the deeds he was narrating.(®
. 3 i N
Froude stated this conception clearly in his cwn
- ' 3 ‘—/; -
& worgs:

rd \.‘ -~

L

Whenever posslble, let us not be toid about this
man »r that. Let us hear the man himseif speak; let
us see him act, and let us be left to form our .own
apinions abous tim. The historilan, we are told, must
~ot leave his readers to themseives. He must not ‘
snly lay the facts tefore them - he must tell them
what he nimself thinks about thcse facts. Inmy .
spinizn this is precisely what he ought not to do. (T

In the preface t5 his History, he expleins that he
nag tried t- adhere to hils standard: ' '

I nave desired to enable my readers to form
thelr ~wn opinldns rather than. to intrade mine upon

a them; and I have allowed thé principal actors, there- .
“ore, to unfsld thelr characters and motlives In thelr
own language.?E -

while 1t -could handly uve said that Froude conslstently

. refrained\from 1ntru31ng nis opinicns upon his readers, or
from telling them what he thought about the fatts, probably

- nn historian has been more consclenticus in settling before hls
readers the facts as expresseé in the words.of-the men and
wamen »~f the sixteenth century. To this desire may be traced
hls excessive zeal for quoting at great length extracts from
letters, a practice critlcized by many.. 3ut that_his 15;entions

in this regard were not beyond the province »f g9od nistorical

\ S T6Hale, British Historiography, 53. B

" TTFroude, Short Studles on Great Subjects, II:20.

78Quoted 1n Dunn, Froude, II:313.



. a .
wrlting 1s shown in the following observatlon by a special-

1st in historlography:
. The pasat offers little escape or refuce from
. the present; it 1s the reality of a snce-present
11fe that forms the subject matter of history. The
great writers of history have been creatosrs and arti--

{lcers, not merely recorders and clerks {or bygone
generations .79

Froude was,unquesfiﬁnably at his best when dealing
with Iindividual human actions. It is hls depictlon of char--
acter which gives‘life to hils works. As one writer has
correctly pointed out about thpﬁHistorx, "The -¢hapters on
economic and soclal life are not well fused with the rest."€O
This 1s particularly true of the first'chagté} of the History
(devoted to a general discussisn o»f the Middle Ares), which
1s as nlght to day when ¢ompared with the rest of his work,
preclisely because he 1s dealinp nst with peBple but wilth
generalities.

Certainly Froude's dramatic portrayal received full
supporf from the nature »f the events which shaped the .perisd

with whiTh he was concerned. For the dramatist, the sixteenth

century was made to order, As an early reviewer of the History

wrote,

His subject has all the i portance of a grand
natlional crisis, in which %he strongest Influences
whlch affect humanity were struggling for the’mas-
‘tery, It was an age of great men,_of quickened
thought and expanded intelligence.®

79Fuasner, Historical Revolutiosn, xiii.,’

&
20011ver Elton, A Survey of English Liferature, 1780-
1880, 4 vols.({New Yorx: The Macmillan Company, 1920), III:147,

I

¢l Margaret Oliphant, "Mr. Froude and Queen Mary",
Blackwood's 107 (January 1870), 105. :
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Of couvse, n> one sensed this more clearly than
Freouce, or viewed 1ts possibilitigs with more excite@ent.
This excitement’is revealed in his remarks to a friénd‘re-
gariing the culminating events of his narrative: ‘

The cancehtéaﬁpd interest of the relgn lles Un

the penl~d now under my hands, It:zls all action.
I shall use my materlals bgdly if I cannst make it

-

as interesting as a n-ovel.S?@
Few historians have beerr so endowed with the ability

v supplement contemparary accounts with thelr own intultive

T
td

asp of character. It has been noted by osne writer that

Mr. Froude had...a remarkable gift of seeing

"vividly at a glance, and of descrlbing lucidly a

wilde and complicated situatisn in European politices....
In the Zrawlng of characters, many of them extraordi-
nary results of the political and religisus welter,

Mr. Froude wes at once skilful and laborious. We

may differ from hls verdicts now and again, but his
are living portraits.C2

An osutstanding elempent of Froude's dramatic narratilve,

oge that 1s Immediately evident t» the reader, is that 1t is

3

never forced, While he may have laboured lonp and hardé cver
the acqulsition and arrangement of his facts, his capacity to
oartray those facts was as natural to him as breathing:

An artist he.could not help belng, for 1t was in
his blosod. Once hls {ingers pgrasped the pen, they
began Instinctively to draw a2 picture. ...when he nad
studied a perlnad he saw 1t Iin 2 serles -f moving scenes

as the.figures passed along the stage.S%

f

There has perhaps been tendency, varticularly ameng

Froude's contemporaries wno favoured the "sclentifice' approach

D

-
“Froude %t~ Ia2dy 3allsbury, October 16, 1006L, Quoted

in Paul, Life of Froude, 120-21.

2

= e "

ng,

C

\J

i
(g%

Freeman vs. Froude", 252-
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Paul, Life of Frouds, 32,
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o nistory, t> underes aate the value of go>d narrative to
nistorical writing. . But not a few men, in the nineteenth

*
century a8 in the twentileth, have been aware that, tq be af

any generzl value at all, a work of history must live In the

mindg >f 1ts readerg. In this area Froude Is unsurpassed,.
- . N
It was n2% Just the excellence »f his style - -
,eacy, supple, cclorful without ever becoming turgld
- but the range of hils story anéd the directness wltin
which he brsught 1t home to the reader which prempted
395 critical a man ag Leslle Stephen to say, ! if I

s ol

want tc know something of the Ellzabethan perlod, I

-

[a}
can nowhere find s> vividiand interesting a narrative e

) Whatever else the critics may have gald. about Froude,
4 b

they are unanimous in przise of his style. As with nls grasp
af the dramatic¢ and his abllity to delineate character, this
was not a éontrived art but.a wholly ﬁatural taient. John
‘Skelton, a close friend for many years, who was ir frequent

cxrrespondence with him, pays trlbute ts this:

He wrote with surprisinz ease; and the sunshlne
sr storm of the moment was reflected in [h*s letters)
as in a glass, His 'verbal maglc’' was not an accom-
plishment but a natural grace; Carlyle might hammer
away painfully at hls Frederick in the Valley of the
Shadbw, but Froude, however 1ofty or however lowly
the theme, was never embarrasseu, and the rhythmlical
rise _and fall, the musical flow, of his written words

was’ as ﬂggiceaole in familiar egistle as in flnlshed
'study! .

. L
Much °f Froude's early popularity at least was due
almoast entirely £o this ease of expressinon, wifth which, even
. 3
in the midst »f the most convsluted intrigues, the reader s

entirely relaxed. Froude was entirely himself when writlng,

[§]

CHale, Britlsh Higtoriozraphy, 55.

363re1t n, Table-Talk of Shirley, 20%.
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and Lecause there was no stulfliness in nim, the reader feels

trat e 18 in the pregence of 2 tend, with whom he may agree

’!

1f he Tikesz, bhut who,,whether ne agrees or . not, will always -

ctve nln hls honest impressicn ol the storJ hWe Is relating.

. :
He was the master cf a st ‘le commoner aﬁowgst essayvists or '

o .
e .

-

n-vellsts, tharn historians, qi; tt spoke £ oall,

"

Even 4n nis harsh review of the early volumes ab:ut

Henry, Goldwlin Smith acknowledgzed wilth pleasur e ”the beaut;

c® certain sentlimental and poet1Cc1 passayses which are scat-
tered, nst toco lavlshly ar inanpropriately, throush t‘e‘mork

Such rassaces adorn every volume, sametimes coming upon one so

C..4
suldenly as to be almost breathtan¢ng; “hey are for a moment

z1l-consuming “n thelr Impact, and they leave an indellble

+

impresslion upcen the me In the following description of

the final preparations of Ythe Armada, with 1¢8 hints of Im-

lmost %E rally feel the sun and the - g~
oreeze as, yranscorted back In time, we stand watching on the shsre:

The scere as the fleet passed ocut of the harbour
must nave been s*ngularly veautiful. It was a treach-
erous .Interval »f rea® summer., The early sun was
li-hting the long chain »f the Galllclian mountains, bt
mariing with shaonws the cleft defiles, and shining
s5S5ly on tue white walls and vineyards of Ccorunz.
The wind was 1ight, and falling towards a calm; the
g“e“‘ calleons drifted 3lowly with the tlde on the pur- :
ple water, tne long streamers tralling from the ftrucks,
the red crosses, the emblem of the crusade, shnewing
orisht upon the hamging sails, The frult boats were

ﬁT“ te Survej of English Literature, 12C,
£ D

3

. ”U""istorJ of .England from the Fall of Wolsey to the
Death of Elfzabesh", Edinburgh Review 205 {July JoRr): 200,
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bringtng off the last {resh suppllies, arnd the pin-
naces hastenlng to the ships with the last loiterers
on ghore. 0Out of thlrty thodsand men whs that morn-
Inz stood upon the decks of the proud Armada, twenty
thousand and mure were never arain tc see the hills
of Spailn.v2’

.

Froude's sense of Imzrery ls often hizhly poetle, as !
the follewing bezutlful passage vividly Jescribing the repulse

ol the Enrlish at Lelth:” .
The Jying Mary of Lorraine had been carrled from
‘her bed to the walls of the Castle to watch the fight.
As the sun rose out 2f the Forth, she saw the English
cziumns surge like sea waves apgainst the granite ram- o
parts, and llke the sea waves fall shattered i@t spray.-

With the accurate cerception of long achuaintance, .
John Skelton has noted In Froude's remarkable style "the ex-

, what may be called, intellectual emction."91 a3

w3
g
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nan llke Froucde, writing on such a topic, could scarcely fail

te be deeply involved with nhis sz ject. . It 1s indeed this

“intellectual emotisn” which givef his works their almost

startling vitallity; In it 12€s als: the explanation of that
Juallty which, more than anything except his inaccuracy, sent
hls detractors into a rage. His obvious and all-pervading

tlas was, 1n the words of cne critic, "the dominant cause of

Amsng those concerned with things histarical, there

are two schools of thought, On one side is the argument that

2a - L —— .
“ Froude, Hlgtory of England, XII:4sh-ss,

Ptv14., VII:e=:

-

®lskelton, Table-Talkx of Shirley, 209. . ¢

¥

2Lang, "Freeman vs. Froude",
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1. - - -t .- - .
strident advrseate o0 nls race, his countoy, Lis gardy
- | . : Yy, b - + . - Mmoo "O.‘:
» nlg charst, hezg 3 clalm to enter the temple of Clin, -~
3 .

-

i, tne 2thay hand, Froude hiimgell contended that

-y

T When hilgtorians have to relate great soclal cor T

speculative changes,...they ¢ but half thelr cduty

'0 they merely relate the events. In >ur estimate

~T the past, and {n ~ur calculatlons of tHe future,

In the Judrments whilch we.pass upeon ¢ne another, we

neasure regpansibility, not by the thing done, but by

the »pportunities which people have had of Hnowing

setter or worse, 3% - - .

If an accurate lmpresslon 18 to¢ be gained of thls im- .

c-rtant aspect of Froude's work, two factors must’be understood.
The Sirst 1s that in Froude's mind the terms pre udice and con-

viction were almcst interchangeable and were not necessarlly

el

I am accased »f belng 2 pretudiced man.,.and It
is true. A zocd stiff prejudice 13 a very uselul
thing. It 1s llke a rusty weather-cock: it will
yield to a skrong breeze, but it does not go veerling

T\ about with ewdry little puf? of wind.3%

Turnlins once more tco Skelton for enlightenment, we
learn somethings of Froude's sense of convictlon:

0f a nertain politiclan he E?rcude} wrote tc me
longs aco, that he wag 'a man cf the belleving temper-
ament, without a single conviction that can stand a
strain;'...qis own vital ccnv¥etions were never llght-
ly shalken, 2* ’

Many years earller, 2s a ywung boy meditating upon anl

tryins £ 8art out £or himself® the larger issues of llle, he

had zleaned, rom Bishop John Pearscn's Exposition of the Treec,

-

—
e - - " ee
Q-'G:)oc:n, History and Historlans, I1i,
-~ +
?4Froude, Short Studies c¢r Great Suplects, II:9.
l ]
-~

SQuoted in Durn, Froude, I:0.

v
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“OSkelton, Table-Talk of Snirley, 172
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cartaln 1deas -which ¢12 muTh to shape his vliews on the na-

ne,..piece of instrdction I gdined from Fearson:.
1stinction beiween believing and belleving in
we btelisve we think something 1s likely, bub we
a4 certain about . 1t. ...the evidence is imperfect,
nd we may be wronz. We belleve in elther persons cor
principles of which we 'are absolutely convinced....
Yere belle® 1s always attended with doubt, and even
consclous doubt. To belleve In may imply an equal im-
perfection of evidence. What we belleve in, others
disbelleve in, and elther o5r» both may be wrong, nut 1t
. is 3 real state and absclutely excludes doubt,S7

W

If this is wnat Froude had in mind when he talked
. +
about peleving in the Reformatisn, it joes far to explaln his

approach. A4s Herbert Paul notes, "The idea that

4

3

historian

an

was t> have no 1deas of his own, or that, having them, he was
- . . »ol ‘

to conceal them, never entered his mind."”" Paul contlnues:

Froucde wrote with a definite purpose; which he
never aoncealed fr.m himself, or from others. He
velieved, and he thourht he could prove, that the
Reformation Oreec Enxlanc from 2 cruel and degrad-
ing v:ne....«z

—

Tc the end Af his 1ife Froude retained this sense of
)
conviction, and he never ceased to state.it with perfect frank-

ness: -t

I &5 not pretend to Impartiality. I belleve the
eformation to have beéen the greatest irncident in Eng-
Ish history; the root and source o the 2xpansive -
fapce whlch has spread the Anglo-Saxon race over the
lope, and imprinted the EnLlish cegius and character
n the constitution of manmind...

e

OCr

9Tputsbisgraphical fragment, quded in Dunn, Froude,I:!?.
9Spaul, Life of Frcude, T,

Wapi1d., T79.

100guoted in Hale, British Historiography, Sh.
]
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There is certainly nzthing subtle about Froude's
tlas; he Is writing his History to prove the rizhtness of

the  Reformatisn, and ais alm could not have been stated more

clearly. On the surface, this would seem to disquallfy him -
automatically from recognitisn as an historian. On the other

—n

hand, however, the very fact that hils prejudices are 82 pro-

naurced 1s, In a2 sense, a2 saving grace, for it virtually in-

vites the Judlcious reader to discount it and to draw {rom the

intense and vital narrative the very essence of the Refeormaticn

clinate. Althoush no sane student »f the sublect would attempt

“ta Sefend Froude's dlas on the zbove lines, they do perhaps

arsae wlth merit agalinst rejecting the work Iin 1¢s entirety on
the basls of this one grave lault.

A chief 3ifficulty caused by Froude's slanted approach

has beern expressed as follows:

Froude's method...begets a constant tendency, f{rom
whicn he 1s certainly not free, to write 1n a half-con-
trefersial fashion, with a sort of underlying reference
£ supposed opponents. One feels that the writer 1s not
simply telling his tale according to the evidence, bdbut
that he is emphaslzing certain siges of 1it, because he
suspects that those for whamwhe-ﬁrites have & blas in
the opposite direction....101

If this controversial attltude creates & disquleting

serse »f tensiosn, scme of Froude's more violent outbursts are
even mare distracting. The chiefl objects of his particular
enmity were the Catholic Church {in what he regarded zs 1ts

resregsive, superstitious >r Jdesrading asgecis Mary Stuart
& > hH [ w < Ed .

bt
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in hiz later volumes especially, Elizabeth herself. A

tyoleally cutting example of his zttitude toward the Church
5® Romé 1s evidenced in his discussion ofia particularly
had Jay for the Armadac:
S .

It was the eve of St. Lawrence's day, Fnillp's
7on saint, whose precioug shoulder bone he had
ed t- the treasures of %the Escurial., 3But St.
Lawrense, thouzh he might save his worshlppers!
souls in the other world, seemed to want eifner
s~wer or will £2 21d them in the present. 102.

Z¢ually vehement i1s Froude's expressian of his dislike »f

Mary Stuart, of whose death he speaks as follows::
...she was leaving the world with a lie upcn her -
lips. ...1f in any sense at all she was suffering -
for her relipicn, 1t was because she hzd shewn her-
self capable of those detestable crimes which in,
the sixteenth_century appeared 12 bde the propern..

3 ol £ S
fruvlts of t.-VY2

Elizzbetn fares little better, in splte of the fact that she

0

was on the "right" side: ’

Her vanity was a8 Insatiable as 1t was common-
place. No flattery was too tawdry tc find a welcome -
with her.... HéEP<ntire nature was saturated wit
artifice. Except when speaking some round untruth
Elizabeth never could be simple. Her letters and her
speeches were as fantastlc as her dress, and her mean-
ing as involved as her policy. She was unnatural even
in ner prayers, and -she carried her affectations into
the presence of the Almighty.l10%

Wnatever may have been Froude's reasons {or feelin
. £

twat such sentiments were 'ustified,-thelr expression iIn an

historlical work is bofh unnecegsary and unfortung%e, and they

102proude, History of Encland, XII:48L,
1031Tp1q., XII:341-2.
iCl1p1g., XII:553-0.
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have,  needless to say, done hls- “epuuat on as an h*storiah

far more harm than good. - o h o “ -
[

As has been pointed out before, it is 1moortanv £o

aveld ¢m13;ng Troude's bia§ te "anti- Cathol*c¢5n ', not-bes

»

cause unaijmoqu be to Jud him unfairl Y \his detractions

of Catnolicism are 1ndeed ;requent and b&tter), but because

»

such 2 1imitat*on would m*ss the entire foundation upon whfﬁn

he at te?ﬁted to conSuruct his History. It nas been noted of

. Froude ‘haql“he 18 nass¢onate13, fanatically, exclusively

4 ' i :
'nnglish,*105 and ¢$t-w§s {mpossibie for him to see the Reforma-

*ionf&ron arv sther viewpoint., For him the gfénd and overriding

4

D .

Lssde was always English berty, and bo»h the Catholic urech
an& Mary Stuart suffer in his-pages less because of intrinsic

5&31*“e on s part than because of what they symbolized to

~

him.af?‘ras stated at ope oﬁinu in his History, regarding
-the divorce of Qgeen Catherine, "I speak of_the queé?icn as -
namédly political,"—‘o6 and thls apprbéch he endeavcours-to - P

v
oursue_tnrougnout With regard to the-Catnolic Chureh, his

D : -,
feelings are MOSu clearly ~"eveahad in his attempts to show,

_“itht ly or wrongly, that thau ogdy consti“uted e threét to

~national s3vereignty3 and that those wiho esoousec ts ciduseg

\

bevond the inner ‘Banctum of the*p own conscieqces .wWere ﬁbil

:.A‘f

néﬁ ¢f heresy but of treasonl,'It‘is*a;fine line that.Frouqe has

. ) Ay
. - 105go0ch, History and H*suor

L)
jH

5 105F"3ude, d*story of Enrland I:137.
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. . ..
drawn, and 1t has been hirhly ¢riticlzed, tut in his mind

1t was entirely ~enuine. Of the Jesuits sent. ints Ensland B,
1n 1531 and 15£2, he ‘has uwritten: . ’
- L . . . ' »
Eriests, commissioned by the Poge, had stcolen
1nts the realm to seduce sublects from their allec- ..
1ance. ... They pretended that they had been sent by
=helyr supériors to Inform men's consclences on polnts,
: sf religion, but thelir real object was to win them €9
—_— 211sw the Fope's authorlity, shat 'when they should be -
théretc caltled’, 'they might hold themselves warrented
to) take arms.' The priescts misht colour thelr.proceed-
»h-s with professions of devotisdn in rellgion, but the
Queen's duty was o maintain the peace of the realu, £5
prevent the torrents of blcod which were always shed 1n
civil war, and she had a right +therefore to impeach
' their practices by sword and law. Many of her sub jects
entertained and .openly professed spinions which were
nct those of the Established Church, but beling loyal
t~ her Ma jesty and ready U9 regist any forelgn force,
.+ though sent by - the_Pope& himgelf, they had not been
rptenfered with.1C :

-

-

Tt 1s “he same. with Mary Stuart: Froude allows him-

self Lo praise her courage), her cunning, ané her high spirits,

but ©or him she is the vizrtual emhndiment of all evil, nct for

her Catholic faith {abput which Froude had serious doubts} but

. < :
vecauce of the threat she represented to England. Of her jour-

rey from France to Scotland to claim her throne in 1551, he

-+

—

-

. .she was zolng tack among them £5 use her charms as
a spell tq win them back to the Catholic Church, to
weave the %ibres of a consplracy from the Orkneys %o

" the Land's End, P epared tc wait; to control herself,
N ~ £o hide hex purpsse £111 twe momen: came 5o strlie; yet
with a purps *4xed as {he stars to tranple down, the

Reformatign and to seat herself at last on Elizabeth's
throne. 100 : e ~

. 10T@roude, History of England, XT:35L4-565.

\ X 1081p14., VEL:361. R 3 o
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Froude's convictl on that %he Queen of Scots conr . -
stitutéd the gravest of threats tc the freedom &nd security

of England never wavered. After recounting the details "of

~

ner executlon, Froude states withqat'hesﬁtation: ' -

< ...she p2litical wisdom 2f a critical and difficult .
act has never In the world's history been more siz-
nally justified. It cut away the only interest on
wnlch the Scotch and Enjzlish-Catholics could possibly
have combined. It determinegd Philip upon the undis-
gulsed pursult of the English throne, and it enlisted:
ggainst him and hils projects the passionate patriotism
of the English noblllty, who refused to bevtempted,
even by thelr creed, to betray the "independknce of
their country.... The entire Cathollc organisation,.
as directed agalinst England, was smitten with para-
lysis; and the Queen fﬁund herselfl, when the invader

arrived at last, supported gk the 10va1 enthusiasm of
ar undivided nation. OO )
By way of comparison, Froude's own concept of reli-

glous toleration, quite apart from the political colour which ™

he throws over- the events of the Reformation era, has been

-

simply stated In the pages of his History:

. Wnere we see plety, continence, courage, seif-
forgetfulness, there, or not far 2ff, we know 1s the
oresence of the Almighty; and, as we lcok around us
grong our living contemporaries, or look back with
open eyes 1nto the hilstory of the past, we see..,
that-God Lis no respecter of 'denominations', any more
than he 1s a respecter of persons. His hichest gifts
are shed abroad with an even hand among the sects »f
Christendom, and petty distinctions of opinion melt
Laway aﬂg become Invisible 1in the -ulness = a larger- -

rutn . .
Any attempts thus to qualify or to explain the sosurce
of PFroude's blases must not be construed as efforts either %o

.deny or to defend them. Not by any stretch of the imagination

104G . - .
‘O’Froude, History of England, XII:342-42 '

= -

11C1n146,, III:35
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can Froude's Histocry be considered  udlelous or impartial.
He frequently makes determined efforts to be falr tc those -

tf

. 1ndividuals on the “wrons" side for whose genulne faith and
couraze he nas rreat respect, and he ~fter attempts to-explalin,
by way of defense,' the extreme difficultles of consclence into
whiéh the loyal Catholics of the sixteenth century were placed.

But these are isolated Pacus whilch *n no way affect his. Dre-

r -
cconeceived concluslicon, iHls mind was mad¢ up, his verdict de-

termined, and his séntence passed ce;ore he picked up his peh.

tc begin his work, ancd such a snorvcom-ng In an historlan can
Scarcely be defended, L can. only be noted that hils pre ‘udices

are so extreme as to be virtually self-defeatling, and that 1t

.

may thus be nhoped that this most seriosus fault in his work is

prevented from overshadowing its "other great merits.

. -~

1
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VI. CONCLUSION -

In the introductory chapter to this ‘paper, ‘severat

- gquestli:ins were ralsed regarding Froude's work which are of
"general Interest t: the student of nistorlograrhy. To some

.extent thney nave 2ll been dealt with 1in the pages: >0 this

-

paper, but 1t may be heipful é: conslder ®Qyem specifically
at this time. The first concerns the value of histecisgl
writing which 1s obwvlously Tarti.san.&n nature, andralso what
should be sought and what avolded in attempting to make use
of such material. The secdﬁ? nas to Jo with the relative
importance of "accuracy of detall” as opposed.tz “truthfulness
5f tmpression”.> And the third desls with the relative merits
2f the schdlarly and the iiterary acproaches to> nistory. |
With respect to the vadwe o reviewlng controverslal
suestisns frof¥ spposite points of view in an effort to main-
tain 2 balanced assessment, the following words of 2 twentleth-
century writer are to the point: |
No student should base hils conception of such
controversizal themes as the Reformation zand the French
Revslution on a single writer or a single book,, for in
scme spheres where our degpeat feelings are invslved
full azreement is tc?fmucn tc demand. _
Thiz admonition must be to some extqpt quzlified when applying

1t to a work so obvicusly bilaged s that of Froude, but. it Is
. b Fl e’

]
~supra, 1565,
. v
2 .
= izatoriang in the Nlneteenth

58), 111, (First rpublished in
- :

-

. =G,?. Gooch, History and
entury (Boston: Beacon Press, 1
:G13 by Longmans, Green, and Com

(4]
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2 velld goint. It would seem that the chailenge to todzy's

.

stuients oo the Reformcticn e & esastruct, or to Jevelsap

W3

such foundations of critical sch~slarship and such standards -7

ascuracy Sor themselves that they wlll be alert to the dangers
1-herant *n a work such as Froude's; tut at the same Tlme i

jevelcp such an appreciation- for the vitailty of the past that

hey can benefit fully from vivid historizal writing.

If the passi»n >f historians for thelr subject 1is teo

completely remcved from their writin:, the result is an zccount

ich ma

-
o1

wh2lly accurate but which has & ccldly ¢linical

<
or
®

b

ct

Gy
(s

-~
-

a4)
e

ut it., Such reaséniﬁg wag the antithesis of Froude's

aporeoach

L™

ard it needs to be gfuarded against as surely as does
5 : £

the oorosite tendency to write with t9o much feeling. It has N
been noted that "the s:urce of Froude's Influence and the scurce
of nis power 1s that beneath the attractlon of his versonality

and the seductiveness of hils writing there lay a bedrock of
b N .

’*

rince

-

ple wnhich could nct be moved. - Whatever we may say or
think of Froude's orinizns, it cannst bé denled that he wrste
as ne was gpulded by his convictions, and that in §5 doing he
met the oppositlsn of that quasi-liberal type =f thinking wnhich

-

shuns 211 Jeonviction as narrowness, and which atiacks earnest )
expressiom\as contrary to 1ts "crinciples”. Froude's eramgle
crovides an important 1ésgon for the present day, when rela-
tiv’sm is as grave 2 danéer sor socleby as it was in the nine-

teenth century. To attempt

.t

2.regard the present or the past

-

) JHerbert Paul, Life of Froude {London: Sir Isaac Pit-
marm & Sons, 1905), 443, '




from 3 viewpolnt bésed upan no principle at all‘is at least
as unrealistic as to view it Qith too strong a sense of con-
viction, DBecause nlstory 1s essentially the story of numan
seings, 1t cannot afford to become too e¢llnical, and writers
like Frcude, in spite qflall thelr faults, have played a part

o

In preventing 1ts becoming s=o. . : . .

<

The relative meriis of correctness in minor matters
as cpposed to an accurate cverall impressfan constitute a
dilemma, which no one represented better than Froude. It has
becn shown that he wrote at s time particularly difficult
for the historian, because it was a periogd of tfansittcnifrOm

the literary to the-"sclentific” approach to nistorical writing.

The

[o7)
[

fficult gquesticns ralsed, and by no means answered, by

\ : N
nis History are, ‘how ¢an 2ne write 2 history sufficlently ex-

citing and alive to attract a2 wide readership, without sacri-

flcing the highest qualities of scholar snio° Or, put the sther

3

way around, can ore maintain the highest standard of historical

accuracy and stlll be Interesting enough to be read by anyone

-

but %ther scholars? Frcoude's example may well be the reassn

that few, 1f any, nistorians since his time have attempted t-
travel both these rozds at once. One writer, zeenly aware 27
Froude's difficulty iﬂ‘this regard, devised an ingenlous solu-

tion £> the problem: ‘
— -1k
Wnat we reed is a man of genlus like Mr, Frcude, to
search and to wrlite a history; and then that history
must be revised and corrected by zeventy sclentifile
~historians, after whilch tne man of genlus rewrites his
bOOn, thls time impeccably.®

I . . . "
Tinérew Lang; "Freeman vs, Froude”., Csrnhill Marazine
62 ¢.s8., 19 3rd 3, ebruary 1906), 263,
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Tr the absence of such a utopian sclutlon, however, more than
cre educater has felt that the overall impression is the more’
1mportant factor. One has written:

From an educational point of view, I should cgnf
g1der that Froude was a better historian than Freeman;
Just as I should c-nsider it more lmportant that a boy

“ghould care Sor Virgil than that he should be sure to
have the bhest text,”

Percy Stafford Allen has voliced the same polnt of view
tn his appraisal of Froude's work.on Erasmus:

...for a vivid and penetrating sketch of Erasmus’' at-
tractive personality, you cannot do better than turn
to the pages of Froude...: No Life of Erasmus can ap-
proacnh Froude's for sympathy and insight and under-
standing. The outlines are bcldly and truly drawn, ..
and the reader feels throughcut that he 1s reading of
a real man,® ) .

With pegard to the third question, the value of high
literary "rallty in historical'writing was clearly brought
cut by 2 nineteenth-century eritic of Froude's work:

There is more to be sazld for literéry form in
historical compositlion than the present generatlion
13 wont to aliow.... ...all compilations of original
regsearch not fused ints the form of art remain merely
the text-books of %he speclal student, and are closed
to the general public.... Now, 1t 1s the public which
histcry must reach, modify and iInstruct, 1f 1t is to
rise %o the levél of humane sclence and be more than
pedantic antigquarlanism.! -

had ——

Froude's particular’'success in thils regard 1s noted

by the:same writer:

2A.C. Benson, The Upton Letters, qucted in Waldo
Y4lary Dunn, James Anthony rroude (OxZord: The Clarendcn
Press, 19615, I:7.

A .
N Crercy Staefford Allen, Erasmus: Lectures and Wayfzr-

~¢ Sketches, 50, quoted in Dunn, Froude, I:<.

. Trrederic Harrison, "The Historical Method of J,A,
Froude”, The Nineteenth Century 44 (September 1888): 2TH,

I

i
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After all, 1t 1s the functioh of a historilan to

make known what he knows, teo write so that what he

woi

tes shall be read and remembeged. . And thus 1t has

.come to pass that, in spite of His blunders, his.pax-
tisanship, and his curlous delusions, Froude's History
of England from the Fall of Wolsey to the Defeat or

the

~Spanish Armada is familiar to the whole Engllish- .

‘speaking worid, wnilst Hallam and Stanhope, Freeman

and

Stubhs, the Rolls and.Camden Series of Chronicles,

their learned editors and judiciou% compi&ers, are
familiar only to speclal students.-

‘1s fami

.

It is of course no longer true that Froude's History

1iar to the whole English-speaking world, but It 1is

probably equally true that the need for good literature in

historical writing“has never-%een more urgent than at the pres-

ent time, when so many studenis In the enfire course of thelr

Formal educaition encsunter lititle 1f any exposure to go0d his-

torical
subject
For his

woric 1s

'a)

1tterature, andé when s$5 many £ them feel that the
5f history must necessarily be dryr and uninteresting.
potential contributisn to this fleld alone, Froude's

rd
certainly worthy of revival., And even more vaiuable -

qualities have veen n2ted In his work:

*

He chains our -interest, brings us face to face

with living men and women., leaves on ounimemory a
definite stamp that does not fade, glves‘our brain

much toiponder, to questlion, U0 investigate for our-
selves. The result 1s that he s read, attacked,
a2dmired, condemned. DBut he is not put upon the

shelf, and he will not be put upon the shelf. %

'

4

Tn the 1light of such commendation, 1t would unguestion-

* ably benefit the student of today to taxe Froude off the shelfl

once azain:

T

-

-

(9]

Suapprison, "Histosrleal Method of Froude”, 376

SIvid., 275.. N i
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There 1s 2 final factor which should be noted regafding

~

3}

roude

t

aontriputisn to Reformation historlography. Eerbert

-

Paul has written that "Froude's achlevement was marred by his

ten obvious zeal {-r upsettling established conclusions and

reversing settled bellefs.”'? While this pointi is certainly

a valld dne, 1t should be noted that, as in the chemical pro-

,

cess of fermentatlon there is a resulting purification of

flulds, 85 in stirring up settled beliefls, wﬁgn those bellefs
' o s
are not alts-etner correct, there. is a resulting purification
. "

-

of the Intellectual atmosphere, 'Suqh a procesgs, wilgh zll its
atterndant unpleasantness, was ~sing on 1n Erngland in Ehe 1840's
and 1720's; Froude; in applyﬁng the Qame irritant to the his- ﬂ
toriopraphy >f the sixteenth century, brought into focus a

denate which has daone much since h!g Cime fo endeavzcur to achleve
a sense of balance. In this'ﬁione, nls contribution to subse-
Juentc hié%oriography Is immeasuratle. A senéit?ve man, Froude
andoubtedly suffered greatly as a result of the conflicg he
1nitiated; but he was 21sc strengcthened in much the same way

tﬁat the study of Reformation history has been strengthened by

tne scholarly ccentroversy he helped £o introcduce.

&

.
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